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THE BROTHER HOUSE. OR BETHANIA

CLOISTER GOD'S ACRE OR BURYING GROUND. WITH HISTORIC BUILDINGS IN THE BACKGROUND
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BUILDING IN WHICH PETER MILLER IS CLAIMED TO HAVE
TRANSLATED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
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the Court, as follows:—Judge, H. C. Gemperling; in-
spectors, John H. Spera and A. B. Urich; F. S. Klinger
and W. K. Mohler were chosen clerks. The total
number of votes cast was 443, which was a good per-
centage out of the 536 registered voters.

The first meeting of the Borough Council was
held on Friday evening, September 18, 1891.

ADDENDA

Our Early Sectarians
BY
S. G. ZERFASS, B. D.

Past Chaplain Pennsylvania H. of R. (1917 to 1919)

. The “Early Sectarians,” more especially of Lancaster county,
as well as their descendants, are noted for their thrift, their
industry, their loyalty and their religious devotion. They are
so numerous, of such sturdy stock, and such devoted, pious, fru-
gal, unostentatious citizens, and so generally respected and recog-
nized by the most intelligent, the most thoughtful and discrimui-
nating, as well as most cultured people everywhere, and yet so
frequently and slanderously misrepresented by not a few news-
paper writers, by self-assumed (pulpit) critics and fiends, by
magazine articles and supposed authorities, as well as fiction
writers, that your humble servant feels it his duty as well as a
privilege to defend them from this merciless and uncalled-for
calumny, the insinuating innuendo and baseless misrepresentation
of a conscientious and God-fearing people.

No subject offers a greater and more interesting field for
study, especially to the historical student, nor is of greater inter-
est to the general public than our “Early Sectarians, more
especially is this true of the “Garden Spot” and adjacent
counties known for their Pennsylvania German customs and
manners. By the “Early Sectarians,” I mean the Amish, the
Mennonites, German Baptists et al, as well as the Seventh Day
Baptists, who left and were obliged to leave Switzerland, the
Palatinate, Alsace Lorraine and portions of Prussia for conscience
sake, being practically driven from Europe by bigoted persecu-
tion and unjust prosecution, and upon their arrival in America,
for religious and social reasons kept aloof from any dissenting
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