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Before the opening of the L.A. 
aqueduct, the river was the 
main source of water for the 
city. The river flows through 
many communities and 
landscapes throughout the city.
Once a free flowing river, it 
is now controlled, and rarely 
floods.
The river has been featured in 
many documentaries and films, 
and it is in the process of 
revitalization.

Most of the river has been 
controlled through q concrete 

flood channel, except in 
strategic points, such as  in 

certain parts of Glendale.
Just as the divisive nature of 

highways , the canal has split 
many areas throughout the city 
and has contributed to the for-

mation of blighted areas.

The City of Los Angeles is 
served by six lines of rapid 
transit  subway lines and four 
light rail lines, serving 80 
stations throughout the city. 
Many plans for expansion and 
the addition of more lines are 
currently underway.
Freight trains for importing and 
exporting are an important part 
of the distribution of goods in 
the city, and are mainly 
organized around the Alameda 
corridor, a 20-mile expressway
connecting to the national 
railway system. 

The highway system 
serving Southern Arizona 
moves around 22 million people 
in the area. The construction 
of this transportation network 
started in the 1950s. 
The city’s idyllic relationship 
with the automobile gave room 
for a complex and ever-ending 
web of routes that, literally and 
metaphorically, has been 
framing the city since the mid 
20th Ce., and presents a 
difficult framework for urban 
interventions.

In ever expanding, ever growing urban centers, places that are neither here, not there, overlooked by their 
seemingly uselessness, are bound to exist. These sites exist parallel to the mundane and necessary functions 
in urban settings, primarily exemplified by infrastructure, and hence, survive in a state of permanent 
invisibility.
These sites have an opportunity to become the framework in which a new sociocultural and economic mod-
el can exist. A shift from labor to work, finds its place in these invisible sites, housing production, work, living, 
materials, leisure, in order to offer an alternative living condition in the city. This new model works by using 
existing infrastructure and appropriating otherwise overlooked sites, validating this alternative socioeconomic 
paradigm, and supplying a much needed sense of belonging through the appropriation of inexistent places.

While the conceptual and aesthetic rawness of urban infrastructure is highly discernible, there’s a constant 
anomaly. In the City of Los Angeles, infrastructural works ramped up in the second half of the 20th CE, after 
the war, promising a land of efficiency, and never ending progress.
This surge in new construction was accompanied by the latent building dishonesty that permeates the city; 
highways were cladded, ornamented, hidden, neglected, given an aesthetic that matched the sentiment of the 
post-war years. Today, those representations are anachronistic. After identifying an invisible site, the new 
intervention will take on the materials and methods of construction that reveal the reality of the infrastructur-
al projects, tying their existence both at a conceptual and physical level. At the end, they feed from them, and 
rise from above [supra].
The vestigial, the imperceptible, the covert, resuscitate.

U.S. Route 101  is a north-
south  highway connecting 

California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington. In the City of L.A. the 
highway is a heavily traveled 

commuting line. 
The route feeds into different 

neighborhoods around the city, 
including the arts district in the 
eastern part of Downtown L.A.
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MATERIAL PROCESSING

RECREATION/SERVICES CAR ACCESS

EXHIBITION/END PRODUCT RESIDENTIAL
Through the extensive freight rail system, materials such as plastic, wood, 
metal and textiles arrive to the formerly decaying industrial warehouse 
district. The raw materials are processed and transformed in the shop just 
above the canal, in the studios along the elevated highway, and in the 
shop/studio space throughout the residential complex.

The market at the north end of the site, is directly attached to the train 
station (formerly a maintenance service area), and serves as the most 
public face of the project, slowly getting more and more domestic as one 
goes further south. 
The residential side is comprised of studio space, multipurpose areas, a 
k-4 school, daycare, community kitchen and dinning, among others.

Being not only next to the highway, but feeding directly from it, a new 
lane is introduced to directly connect to the building, reaching horizontal-
ly, and vertically, and allowing cars to get down to the arts district and to 
the school drop off. area.

Following the material processing, the end product is exhibited and/or 
sold in the market adjacent to the train station, or the galleries under the 
highway, connecting to the first floor of the residential complex.

Directly south of the 4th St. highway, the residential units are arranged 
facing the arts district, following the existing facade rhythms, the down-
town horizon to the west, and flanking the urban street. 
While primarily single loaded to the west, some units infiltrate on the east 
side of the building, where the shared spaces in the building are located.
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

MEZZANINE FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

THIRD FLOOR PLAN TYP.
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EAST ELEVATION
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