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trug le for fieligious Toler:ntion.

The charter of the compuay which settlied at Jamestown in

1697 enjoined the establishment of religion according to the doctrizes

id usages of tkhe Church of d. This church was regulated by
lebe and arsonage-house, There was a general as-
C .

ln 1025, the saiary of an incunbent consisted of ten gounds
of tOD;CCO ad a wvushel of corn for every tithabvle in a parisn. His
remaneration fluctuauted with the rise and full in the wiulie of each
' these commodities. In 163b, the amount had been fixed at sixteen
thousand pounds, a sun that ranged in nurchasing povier from eighty

terli -

use of a j;lebe and a rectory. ome of the clergy were in possession
of good estates, either in inheritance or through their own crovidence.
The inventory of v. Thomas Teaxie, ror inst nce, fell little short
f fifty thousand dollsrs in modern value. In churacter, the clergy
did not sink oelow the standard of those in the same class in @nglahd;
and us = rule they viere truduates of Inglish universities, ahd of ex-
caellent social connection in their native cauntryoL

In the early days of the Colony there wuas unly one church

1l Mcilwaine: The ‘‘trugule of the FProtestant Dissenters for
leligious Toieration in Virginia, pp. 1-10.







in Virginia. That was the estavlishad church, or the JIpiscopal Church,
To pzy the expenses of this church, a general assessaent on :«li the

inhabitants wus made. The established church vecame very powerful be-

caase thire was not much opposition to it. #for a number of years neurly

7o add to the power of the established church and prevent the
the

in in 1662, =

to preach and teach in m tters concerning reiigion without interference







fron the couatry"”.

1 Henning's JStztutes at l.arge, II, 44,
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members of the Virginia Conveation of 1776 who were not vestrymen of

the ‘stablished Church. Their power becume so great that the Governor,

the comnivsary :nd the clergy did not have much power over thea.

in Yew Zngland and the Mother Country.
48 was usual everywhere, .uakers were severely psrsecuted in
Virginia. About the year lob6 they began to appear in the colony.

Zlizabeth Harris w.s their first missionary. no lav «nidieh—

1 Beverley'“s Ristory oi Virginia, p. 232.







N el o e
against ‘luakxers st this time. fevertheless, in 1657 "illiam “obinson
was imnrisoned for holding this belief. Also Joiuiah Coie and Thomas
Thurston, who came over from :ingland toward the close of the same year,
probably suff-red imprisonment for the same )ffcnse.l In 1660 a severe

sacers.” It provided that any master or

In Lthis act nrohibiting the profanation of the Jabbath br unnecessary

worx or by abseace from cnurch services, ‘uakers were exceprted nnd put

3 ¢f. Virginia carolorwa, p. 283.






in a special class. Oa these, for month's absence rrom church a fine
. 1;

of 5) pounds was imposed.

of tobacco on

The fJllowing y=.r a law was passed prohibiting the uniawful assenbly of

- -8 - -

The same year an act was passed imp;sing

iny one who refused to have his child baptized.

order for him to preach
of tobacco for orfense.

the of

tvio 0t tobacco.

fine






2 Ivid. p. 24.
5]
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conditions dis<enting ministers were alloved to preach, and .uaxers

were alloved to maxe a declaration of fidelity toward the govern-

‘rotestant Dissenters

were oxcented from penalties incurred by failure to attend exercises







In addition to the ' nakers, other dissenters came to Virginia.
Qtten they were invited. The cause of the increase in the numoer of

Dis enters is to ve fo:nd primarily in the policy of the goverament with

o fﬁgltswood's .etters, I, 120,
2. Jenpney, History of the Religious oociety of the rieads, 1.I, 270.
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See ‘(':ooley's Constitutional Limitations, p. 586.



































































Be it caacted vy tho General . mbly, Thit no man shall te

compelied to frequent Hr support any religiosus worship, piace or min-
istry whatsdever, nor chall ve 2nforced, restrainei, molaested or
burthened in his vody or goods, nor shall otheriise suifer on accouat

of
to
of
or

his religirus opiniuns »r Lelief; but that all men shall be free
orofess, auad by argument to maintiin, their opinions in matters
religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge,
affect their civil cupucitizs.
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