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Thoroughly to educ ate and fit young la di es to f i 11 the 

sphere of woman, and to discharge the duties 

pertaining to her station, will be our constant aim. A 

mere 'f ashi onabl e education,· which leaves the head 

empty and frivolous, and the heart unprepared for 

life's pleasures or duties, is no part of our aim.1

In 1857, the catalogue of the Piedmont Female Academy in 

Albemarle County, Virginia explicitly articulated the institution's 

goals. Like most antebellum schools for young women in the 

South, the Piedmont Female Academy stressed that only a strong 

academic education could prepare women for their futures. An 

education from one of the female academies would strengthen a 

woman's mind and enable her to adapt to any situation in which 

she might find herself. 

1
Cetelogue of the Piedmont femele Acedemy in Albemerle county, Virginie. 

Richmond: Williem H. Clemmitt, 1857. Aldermen Ubrery, University of 

Virginie (hereefter indiceted es UVA.) 
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Academies served not only the needs of educators, but of 

parents, students and the community at large. Parents believed 

that frivolous young women and Bluestockings would not be able 

to find happiness. Educating their daughters into usefulness was 

the only way Southern parents could hope to see them content in 

leter life. The femele students who attended the schools saw 

them as places of opportunity. During their school days the 

students dreamed of becoming writers or imagined themselves 

living the heroic lives of such cl assi ce l figures es Queen Zenob i e. 

Si multeneousl y, though, young women l eerned the restri cti ans 

inherent in their role. In the family-structured environment of 

the f emel e ecedemy, students explored both the possibilities 

eveil ebl e to them end the limits pl eced upon them es women in 

Sou the rn soc i et y. Fe ma l e e c ad em i es el so b en e f i tt e d the 

communities in which they were located. Purchases by the 

schools end their patrons stimuleted the local economy. In 

addition, as business ventures, the schools frequently made a 



3 

profit for their founders, trustees ,rnd employees. The ecedemies 

provided opportunities for enterteinment es well es profit by 

offering con certs end other culture l events to the public. 

On e lerger scele, the ecedemies functioned es religious end 

pol it i eel inst i tuti ans. They ected to mei ntei n end protect the 

Southern wey of life egei nst i ncursi ans by "foreign" influences 

such es C et ho l i c i s m end Northern e b o l it i on i s m. Southern fem el e 

ecedemies spreed the velues of Protestent Christienity end, 

i n di rec t l y, supported the i n st it u ti on of s l every. 

Unf ortunetel y, hi stori ens heve consistently ignored entebe 11 um 

Southern femele educetion. Occesionelly en euthor, like educetion 

scholer Dele Glenwood Robinson in his book The Academies of 

Virginie 1776-1861, might examine Southern educetionel 

institutes. However, Robinson's work primerily concerns men·s 

eced em i es in Virginie. Although he purports to discuss e 11 

ecedemies, Robinson dismisses women's ecedemies with the 

rem erk thet they resembled men's schools with the eddit ion of 

some of the "pol it e" b re n ch es of cu rri cul um. 2 Hi st o ri ens who 
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concern themselves with schooling for women before the Civil 

War, such as Barban1 Solomon in her In the Company of Educated 

W om en: A Hi story of W om en and Hi g her Educ at i on i n A m e ri ca, 

con f i n e them s e 1 v es p ri ma ri 1 y to Northern, s p e c i f i ca 11 y New 

Eng 1 and, a cad em i es. 3 E 1 i z abet h Fox -Genovese, a note d hi st o ri an 

of Southern women, chooses to disregard the academies in her 

book Within the Plantation Household: Black and White Women of 

the Old South because the schools did not explicitly train young 

upper class women to manage a slaveholding household.4 Fox

Genovese argues that the female academies did not si gnif i cantl y 

affect Southern l He. Another historian, Catherine Clinton, 

asserts in The Plantation Mi stress: Woman's World in the Old 

South, that the Southern f ema 1 e academies taught only social 

2Dale Glenwood Robinson, The Acedemjes of Virginie 1776-1861. Dutton, 

Virginia: 1977, p. 11. 
3Barbara M. Solomon, In the Comoen!J of Educated Women: A History of Women 

end Higher Education in America. New Haven: Vale University Press, 1985. 

4Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Within the PJontotion Household· BJack ood White

Women of the Old South. Chapel Hill: The University of North Ccirolina Press, 

1988, 113. 
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graces and that their rapid growth was due to pro vi nci al i sm.5

These euthors cherecteri ze the Southern women's ecedemi es es 

finishing schools thet e young ledy might ettend in order to 

en hence her stet us i n soc i et y. A cad em i es, North end South, d i d 

fun ct i o n i n th i s men n er, but they el so pl eyed e fer mo re i mp o rte n t 

and comp l ex ro l e i n soc i et y. 

Thous ends of young uppercl ess women in the entebell um South 

attended f emel e ecedemi es during the f ormet i ve yeers of their 

adolescence. Between 1830 end 1860, ecedemies for women 

between the eges of twelve and twenty sprang up in greet 

numbers in the South. This essay focuses on Vi rgi ni a women's 

ecedemies in their heyday during the three decades prior to the 

Civil Wer. All of the ecedemies discussed here were located in 

the centre l end southeastern regions of the state. Less effluent 

then people in the rest of Vi rgi ni e, residents in the west f evored 

state-sponsored poor schools rather then the pri vete ecedemi es 

5catherine Clinton, The PJentetion Mistress: Woman's World io the Old South,

New York: Pantheon Books, 1982, p. 13. 
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which sprang up in Virginie east of the Appalachian Mountains to 

service upper class families. Northern Virginie, before the Civil 

War, was spersel y popul eted end produced few f emel e ecedemi es. 

Vi rgi ni e's schools appear to have been f ei rl y typi eel for the upper 

class sleveholding South (with the exception of Alabama end 

Flori de). 6

Women· s hi st o ri ans, l i k e Sol om on, cl a i m that Northern 

academies had a greet impact on Northern women end their 

society -- they contributed to the emergence of ebol it i oni sm end 

a women's movement. Southern ecedemi es el so hed e substent i el 

impact although thet impact took e different farm. These schools 

provided young women with a thorough academic education end 

helped them to faster Southern ve l ues end Christi en virtues in 

their society. Ferne le ecedemi es perf armed many functi ans in the 

South through their status es pol it i eel, religious, end educeti one l 

inst i tut i ans. 

6Dele Glenwood Robinson, The Academies of YirginJa, p. 36.
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The American Revolution resulted in massive social and 

cul tu ra 1 up he av a 1 i n the new Uni t e d St ates. Among the ch an g es 

brought about by the conflict was a greater recognition of the 

importance of women's work and women's educat i on.7 The 

Revolution, in fact, first led to the rise of female academies in 

America. Prior to 1776, only very fortunate or very resourceful 

women could a chi eve an education above the basic literacy level. 

Some went to school in Europe, some received private tutoring 

and some, like the eighteenth century spokeswoman for female 

education, Judith Sargent Murray, taught themselves by reading 

their brothers· texts.6 Most people, however, saw secondary

educ a ti on for f e ma l e s a s sup e rf l u o us and educ a ti on al 

opportunities were largely closed to women in the first half of 

the eighteenth century. 

The American Revolution expanded women's apparent presence 

7Mery Beth Norton, Ljbertu·s Daughters· The ReyoJutjonaru Experience of 

Amerjcan Women 1750-1800. Boston: Little, Brown end Company, 1960, p. 

296. 
8Borboro M. Solomon, In the companu of Educated Women, p. 9.
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in the Republic end geve them e more public role. For exempl e, by 

inciting women, to perti ci pete in collective pol it i eel ect ion such 

es tee end suger boycotts, the Revolution mede women es e group 

m ore vi s i bl e i n soc i et y. I t el so l e d to the de v el op m en t of the 

rhetoric of the republ i cen citizen. Contemporeri es felt thet the 

new country would need to be peopled with virtuous men in order 

to survive. Upper end middle cl ess women, es republ i cen mothers, 

hed the responsibility to tee ch virtue to their sons in order to 

develop them into good cit i zens.9 For this purpose, women 

them s e l v es needed to be e du c et ed. One e u tho ri t y on fem el e 

educetion, Benjemin Rush, wes decidedly in fevor of educeted 

women beceuse of the greet influence mothers, sisters end wives 

exerted over their sons, brothers end husbends. To Rush, e 

women's educet ion wes e step in improving the cherecter of e 

men. 10

9undo Kerber, women of the Reoub)jc: lnte))ect ond ldeoJogu in ReyoJutjonoru

Amerjco. Chapel Hill: University of North Caroline Press, 1980, p. 235. 
10Ann D. Gordon, ''The Young Lodi es Academy of Philodelphio." In Women of

Amerjco· A Hjstoru. (eds.) Coro! Berkin end Mory Beth Norton, Boston: 

Houghton Mifflin Company, 1979, p. 73. 
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In eddi ti on to the id ee of the republican mother, contem porery 

w ri t e rs set forth other l es s i n fl u en ti el but st i 11 i mp o rte n t 

just ifi cat i ans for women's educet ion. Judith Sergent Murrey of 

Gloucester, Massachusetts, for example, while stressing that en 

educ et i on w o u l d i n st il l vi rt u e end hum i l i t y i n e women el so 

enumerated its personal advantages. In her 1798 series of 

essays, The Gl eener, she observed thet not every women could 

merry. In eddi ti on, Murrey felt strongly thet e women should not 

merry the first man to propose merely because she had no other 

way to live. Educet ion, wrote Murrey, would give women en 

alternative. If nothing else, they could teech.11 Helf e century 

l et er, C et he ri n e Be e ch er w o u l d el so em p hes i z e the v el u e o f 

ecedemi es es teecher-trei ni ng inst i tutes.12

Southern women's ett i tudes towards teechi ng differed sherpl y 

11Judith Sergent Murrey, The Gleaner, vol. 3. Boston: I. Thomes end E.T.

Andrews, 1798, p. 188-190; end Berbere M. Solomon, lo the Comoaou of 

Educated Women, p. 9. 

12Kethryn Kish Skler, Catharine Beechec A stuctu io American Domesticitu

New York: W.W. Norton end Co., 1976, pp. 97-98. 
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from those of Northern-women. In the North, women ceme to see 

leeching es one of the few respectable occupations open to them. 

Southern women, on the other hen d, vi ewe d t e e chi n g es deg re di n g 

end resort e d to it on 1 y when d ri v en by n e c es s i t y. 1 3 J em es

Garnett, who wes e popul er contemporary 1 ecturer end author on 

women· s educe ti on end whose wife ope re t e d e fem e 1 e e cede my i n 

Virginie, wrote, "Another greet obstecl e, -but equell y eppl i cebl e 

to the progress of Educet ion in both sexes, is the 1 it t 1 e 

estimetion in which the class of instructors is generally held. In 

feet, it is fer from uncommon to consider this, - e degraded 

class ... " 14 In 1825, Cornelia Randolph wrote to her sister Ellen 

in despeir over financial difficulties. "I suppose not until we sink 

entirely will it do for the granddaughters of Thomes Jefferson to 

t eke i n work or keep e sch o o 1." 1 5 Even Southern students

·13 Barbara M. Solomon, lo the Companu of Educated Women, p. 46.
14James M. Garnett, Garnett's Lectures. Richmond: T.W. White, 1825, p. 38.

Throughout the paper, any emphasis which occurs in quotations also occurred 

in the original source. No emphasis has been added. 
15Jan Lewis, The Pursuit of Happiness: Eornilu and YoJues io Jefferson's Yirgioio.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1983, p. 148. 
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sometimes displayed s�orn towards their instructors. In 1856, 

Ellen Pollard wrote to her father from the Leavenworth Female 

Semi nary that "We a re on l y a f re i d the teachers w i 11 get above 

themselves." 16 Southerners did not advocate teaching es a

profession for upper class women until after the Civil Wer. While 

i n the North u nm a rri e d w omen found e d ma n y of th e f e ma l e 

ecedemi es, in Vi rgi ni a, men or merri ed women established most 

of the schools. These Vi rgi ni a founders intended to prepare 

women to be useful end happy within their domestic role, not to 

provide them with en alternative to it. The teacher-training 

focus of most Northern a cad em i es i s missing from Vi rg i n i a 

women's educet ion. 17

16E11en Pollerd to her fether, Nov. 27, 1856. Pollerd Fomily Pepers, Virginio
Historicel Society, Richmond, Virginie, (hereefter indiceted es VHS.) 

17The most f emous end experimentel of the f emele ecedemies clustered in New
Englond. Sereh Pierce opened o "respecteble ocedemy" in Litchfield, Connecticut 
in 1791 which focused for the first time on intellectuel rether then omementel 
brenches of study. Lymen Beecher teught religious closses ot the school, end his 
deughters Herriet end Cetherine both attended it. The next of the prominent 
Northern academies was Emme Hart W111ard's Troy Female Seminary which she 
opened in New York in 1821. Emme Willerd published e plen for e liberel erts 
curriculum for women which wes extremely 1nfluentiel in the esteblishment of 
other Northern ecedemies. Cetherine Beecher esteblished the Hertford Seminery in 
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Because of the l owsteitus of teachers in the South, the 

uppercl ass men end women who were well enough educated to be 

teachers did not find themselves attracted to the profession. 

Pertly for this reason, few female academies existed in the South 

prior to the 1 830s. In eiddit ion, in Vi rgi ni ei, from 181 O until the 

1 830s, Northerners ei l most completely dam i neited meistershi p of 

those ei c ei demi es th ei t d i d ex i st. 1 8 Thi s p ei tt e rn he l d true for b o th 

meil e end f emeil e eiceidemi es. In other cases, Vi rgi ni ens and other 

Southerners would send their daughters North to be educated. For 

example, from 1785 to 1830, the Bethlehem Female Seminary in 

Connecticut for well-to-do women in 1823 before she turned her focus to 

expending educetion for women in the West. Mery Lyon end Zilpeh Grent in 

Messechusetts were the two women who first mede higher educetion offordeble to 

women of the working or middle clesses in 1836 with the founding of Mount 

Holyoke Seminery. The New Englend ecedemies beceme the models for women's 

educetion in the North. As new institutions were creeled they drew teechers end 

steff from Litchfield, Troy, Hertford end Mount Holyoke. Frequently students 

from these ecedemies went on to found their own schools. (Berbere M. Solomon, .b. 

the Company of Educated Women, pp. 17-18, 29; Thomes Woody, A History of 

Women's Educetion in the United Stetes. New York: The Science Press, 1929, p. 

346-358; end Edwerd T. Jemes et el. (eds.) Noteble Amedcen Women 1607-

1950. vols. 1-3. Combridge: The Belknop Press of Herverd University Press,

1971.)
18Dele Glenwood Robinson, The Acedemies of VirQinia, p. 42.
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Bethlehem, Pennsylvenh:ienrolled 25 percent of its students from 

the Southern stetes (7 percent of Bethl ehem·s students heil ed 

f ram Virginie). 19

A new demend for femele educetion in the South blossomed 

during the entebell um peri ad. Pri vete boerding schools for 

uppercless women between the eges of thirteen end twenty begen 

to spring up, eccording to contemporery Cherles Cocke, et "every 

city, town end vi 11 ege end many crossroeds in the country."20

There were et l eest fifty f emel e ecedemi es in Vi rgi ni e bet ween 

1 8 3 O end 1 8 6 O. 2 1 Freq u en tl y these sch o o l s l est e d on l y e few

19Williem c. Reichel, A Historu of the Rise Progress end Present condition of

the Bethlehem Female semineru. 1785-1858 Philedelphie: J.B. Lippincott & 

Co., 1858, pp. 307-453. 
20chcirles L. Cocke, "Schools for Virginie Girls" in The Seminary Mogozine

(1869) vol. 1, p. 18. 
21 In 1872, the first yeer such stetistics were available, there were eighty

eight femele ecedemies in the South, thirteen of which were located in Virginie. 

There were 1,826 students, 65 mele teechers, ,rnd 85 femele teechers et these 

ecedemies. (Annuol Report of the commissioner of Education. Washington: 

Government Printing Office, 1872.) Stetistics for eerlier yeers ere more 

difficult to obtein. Blendin lists 177 femele academies founded in the South 

between 1830 end 1860, thirteen of these were in Virginie. This figure does not 

include male academies with female depertments and meny times detes ere not 

noted. (I.M.E. Blendin, History of Higher Education of Women in the south Prior to 
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years end they often changed their names several times. The 

Southern Fem el e Institute of Fredericksburg changed its l ocet ion 

to become the Southern Femel e Institute of Richmond around 

1852, for example. Too, although the schools usually numbered 

between twenty end 200 pupils, some schools enrolled only e few 

local students.22 Even so, female academies began to appear in

significant numbers throughout the state. As W.F. Broaddus of the 

Broaddus Femel e Institute in Fredericksburg expl ei ned to parents 

in 1854: 

In proposing to you to pl ace your daughter under my 

charge, I have neither disposition nor occesi on to 

institute e comperi son bet ween my Seminary end the 

.1..6..6..Q.. New Vork: The Neale Publishing Company, 1909.) Dale Glenwood Robinson 

asserts thet by 1835 there were 382 academies in Virginie, twenty of which 

were for women. (Dale Glenwood Robinson, The Academjes of Virginie, p. 55.) In 

the Index to the Code of Virginio from 1830 to 1860, 38 ocodemies with the word 

"female" in the their names were incorporated by the Virginie legislature. (John 

Williams (compiler),The Index to Enro]led Bj])s ]776-1910, Richmond; Devis 

Bottom, 1911.) Interestingly, e similar statistic for the state of New Vork shows 

only 27 such schools incorporated. (Lucy Forsyth Townsend, The Best Helpers of 

one Another· Anne Peck Sill and the Struggle for Women's Education, Chicago: 

Educeitionol Studies Press, 1988, p. 14.) More then 50 female ocodemies were 

uncovered during the course of research for this paper end undoubtedly more 

existed. 
22since these smeller schools drew pupils from the community, often they did

not advertise end ere therefore herd to trace. 
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meny others wit_b_i n_ reech of you in el most every 
direction. Although the number is now consi derebl e, 
end st i 11 i ncreesi ng, the supply is not yet equel to the 
demend for such Inst i tut i ans; end there is ebundent 

petronege for us e11.23 

Meny factors led to the development of educetionel 

institutions for women in the South efter 1830. One of the most 

influent i el wes e protectionist movement for purely Southern 

educet ion which erase in the South in reect ion to Northern views 

on abolition end stetes rights. Before 1830, meny Southern 

parents sent their daughters North to receive en education. After 

1 8 3 o, i n l i g ht a f en ti - Sau the rn rh et a ri c i n the Na rt h, m as t a f 

these Southerners felt it necessary to control their daughters· 

educ et i ans more closely. To continue with the exempl e cited 

eerlier, for ttre yeers 1830 to 1858, Southern students et the 

Bethlehem Femele Seminery in Pennsylvenie dropped from 25 to 

14 percent (Virginie students dropped from 7 to 3 percent).24

23catalogue of the Broaddus Female Institute, 1854. Individual item not
contained in any collection (hereafter indicated as No Coll.) VHS.

24wi11iam c. Reichel, A Historu of the Rise Progress and Present Condition of
the Bethlehem Fema)e Semjnaru 1785-1858 Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott&. 
Co., 1858, pp. 307-453. 
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The dwindling numbers of Southern students in Northern schools 

end the rising numbers of femele ecedemies in the South after 

1830 reflect the widening gep thet developed between North end 

South et this ti me. 

The Southern Femel e Institute in Richmond, Vi rgi ni e cl ei med 

to heve been founded, " ... when the ettent ion of Southern men wes 

forcibly directed to the i mportence of trei ni ng the youth of the 

South, emi d such influences es would tend to ween their 

effect i ans from the he bits end manners of their f ethers, et e ti me 

when the rights of the South were seriously threatened in the 

councils of the netion ... "25 The Reverend Benjamin Smith of the

Auguste Female Seminary mede e speech in 1844 which wes e 

di etri be egei nst the f ri vo 1 ity end unsuiteb 1 eness of foreign weys. 

In e footnote to his own speech, end speaking of himself, he 

asserted thet, "Whet, es en Ameri cen, he hes sei d of foreigners, 

es e Vi rg i n i en he i s e cc us tome d to th i n k end s e y of Northern 

25catalogue of the Southern Female Institute of Richmond, 1853. No Coll., VHS.



17 

men ... " Reverend Smith_ continued his speech by arguing that he 

was against foreigners or Northerners educating Southern 

women.26 His view was shared by many Virginians. In 1843,

Lorenzo Lea, the president of the Female Co 11 egi ate Institute in 

Buck i n g ham , reveal e d that "a new organ i z a ti on of the faculty was 

made lest June to obvi ete en objection rei sed agei nst the 

Institute on trc-count of the employment of Northern men."27

Furthermore, eccordi ng to The Southern Li terery Messenger in 

1852: 

... for the lest few years e serious objection has been 
felt by many of our best citizens to the i mportet ion of 
governesses for their daughters from e region, where 
society, in ell its gredetions, is more or less infected 
with e f enet i ci sm, which is et wer with our pecul i er 
institutions, upon which depend es the effect upon the 
ceuse neerl y ell thet is di st i net i ve in our hebits, our 

menners, end our governmental policy. 28

The Southern Literary Messenger linked together hebits, menners, 

26
ouoted in Mory Wotters, The HJ story of Moru Boldwjn College J 842-1942. 

Stounton, Virginio: Mory Boldwin College, 1942, p. 29. 

27sue Roberson West, Buckingham Female Co]legJote Institute: First Chartered
Co]lege for Women fn Yfrgfnfa l 837-1843 l 848-J 863. Chorlotte, North

Corolino: Delmor Printing, 1990, p. 25. 
28J.R. Thompson (ed.), The Southern Ljteroru Messenger. Richmond: MocForlone 

ond Fergusson, Printers, 1852, p. 118. 
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governmenter policy, and peculiarly Southern institutions such es 

sl every. These elements combined to meke the South 

di sti ncti vel y Southern. When something menaced one of these 

elements, it menaced them ell. The femele ecedemies, like the 

me l e e cede mi es end co 11 e g es of the p e ri o d, de v el oped i n the 

South, efter 1 830, to mei ntei n its "pecul i er inst i tut i ans" egei nst 

threats by the North. 

Southerners i dent ifi ed women with the hebits end manners of 

the South, end elso with slavery. " ... If the institution of slavery 

hes supplied e school of morel di sci pl i ne to the men of the South, 

we believe it hes hed e direct egency in preserving to us the 

noblest, loveliest end purest race of women ever sent by Heaven 

to comf art end edorn humanity," decl ered The Southern L iterery 

Messenger in 1854. It went on to stete thet "Southern women 

heve been teught, end ere heppy in the belief thet their rights ere 

best m e i n t e i n e d i n the perform enc e of the i r du ti es." 2 9 S l every

29J.R. Thompson (ed.), The Southern Literary Messenger. Richmond: MacFarlane

and Fergusson, Printers, 1854, p. 198. 
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re qui red e veri ety of inst i tuti ans to support it in e veri ety of 

weys. In pert, femele ecedemies erase in the South to serve es 

one of these inst itut i ans. 

Acedemi es rei nf arced the i dee thet sl eve l ebor wes 

i n di s pens e bl e to Southern soc i et y. The students l i v e d i n de il y 

cont e ct w it h s l eves et the fem el e school s. S l eves constructed 

the ecedemy buildings, cooked, cleened end drew water for the 

young ledies. (In 1837, for exemple, the Femele Collegiete 

Institute in Bucki nghem hi red 191 sl eves.) While students 

rigorously studied ecedemi c subjects such es Chemistry, 

Phi l o sop h y or Let i n, they el so l e e rn e d the t the i r own p l e c e i n 

society depended on how well they were suited to perpetuete the 

i dee l s of the t soc i et y. They l e e rn e d to be useful end hep p y i n e 

role thet wes incomplete without slevery. 

Fem el e ecedemi es served es bul werks egeinst foreign religious 

influences es well. A men who signed himself Brutus wrote ebout 

Cetholicism in the Southern Religious Telegreph es e "foreign 
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conspiracy." "Have no( the wily menoeuveri ngs of despotism 

al ready commenced? Is he not envei ghl i ng our children to his 

school s? I s he not i n t ri g u i n g with the press? I s he not usurp i n g 

the pol i c e i n our country ... " 3 0 At l e est one So u the rn er, th e 

Reverend Benjamin Smith, welcomed the establishment of female 

academies with ties to Protestant churches as a check on this 

Catholic menace to the Southern way of l if e.31

Southerners i ndi rectl y acknowledged the important role 

women and the fem al e a cad em i es pl aye d i n Southern soc i et y. The 

Southern Female Institute while still in Fredericksburg carefully 

selected members for its boerd of sixteen trustees "from all the 

different Christien [Protestant] churches and political 

parties."32 If Southerners placed little significence on the

educat i ens women received f rem f emel e academies, there would 

be no reason to take pains to assure an impartial board of 

trustees. Nor would it matter whether or not young women 

30southern Religious TeJegreoh, November 14, 1834. 
31 Mery Wetters, The History of Mery BaJdwio College 1842-1942, p. 12. 
32J.R. Thompson (ed.), The southern Literary Messenger, 1852, p. 118.
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absorbed Ca tho 1 i c or Northern ideas unless women's beliefs could 

affect society. The acedemies teught more then ecedemic 

subj e ct s; the y h el p e d to she p e the way that Southern women 

looked et their world. Southern educetors deliberetely excluded 

outside inf 1 uen ces f rem the a cedem i es and taught their pupi 1 s to 

see the world from the Southern, Protestent point of view. 

In gene re 1, in Vi rg in i a, fem e 1 e a cad em i es we re founded i n 

three mei n weys; either by i ndi vi duels, by joint stock companies, 

or by religious groups. Individuals founded most of the smell er 

schools. Some such inst i tut i ens, however, 1 i ke Mr. and Mrs. 

Eichelberger·s Angerone Seminery in Winchester, seem to heve 

been f ai rl y substantial in size. I ndi vi duel founders, most often e 

man, a me rri e d woman or a married coup 1 e, est ab 1 i shed a sch o o 1 

for the education of their deughters or for profit. Undoubtedly, in 

meny cases, both motives carried equal weight. Dr. James P. 

Bai sseau of Petersburg announced the opening of the Female 

School at Mount Liberty in 1857, .. I have concluded to open a small 
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School for the benefit of my children end would be pleesed to teke 

e limited number of Boerders."33 Joseph Wilson wrote e letter

to the trustees of the Hel if ex Acedemy (for men) eski ng their 

support to esteblish e femele brench of the ecedemy. He wrote, "I 

teught school for five yeers myself when e young men, end heve 

recently teken it up egein es e livelihood ... " Wilson elso 

mentioned his eight children end the f ect thet they ell lived with 

him "for I cennot efford to boerd them out."34

Meny prosperous men in the South saw the new demend for 

Sou the rn fem al e educ a ti on e ft er the 1 8 3 Os es a me ens to 

increese their weelth es well es to ensure the meintenence of the 

Southern wey of life. Joint stock compeni es, crowded with 

ministers, prof essi ona l men, end mil itery officers, proliferated 

throughout the state. Historian Williem M. E. Rachal hes said of 

the Femele Collegiate Institute in Buckinghem, "Its backers 

33Broodside, 1857: 17. No Col 1., VHS.

34Joseph Wilson to the trustees of the Holifax Acodemy, no dote. Bailey Fomily

Papers, VHS. 
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looked upon it es e bustness venture. Not only did they think the 

Institute would be self-supporting; they expected it to make e 

profit."35 The New Baltimore Academy founded e female 

de pert men t i n 1 8 2 7 o rd e ri n g the p ri n c i p el to devote es much ti me 

to it "es its iriterest end prosperity mey demend."36

Un fortune tel y, by 1 8 3 O, the fem el e de pert men t he d c e es e d to be 

profitable end its prospects hed dimmed. The trustees decided to 

abandon it end turned it over to the women, probably Miss Mery 

Thomes, who hed been teaching the female students. (It reverted 

beck to its original status es e branch of the mele ecedemy e few 

years later.) An early nineteenth century lew ensuring that 

i ncorporeted ecedemi es could not be taxed undoubtedly 

contributed to the attractiveness of ecedemi es es business 

ventures. 37

Acedemi es served es sources of profit not only to their 

35Wi11iam M.E. Rachal, "Virginia"s First College for Women:· In The Virginia

CeyeJcede ( 1952-1953) vol. 2, p. 44. 
36rrustees Book of the New Baltimore Academy, 1827-1869. New Baltimore

Academy Records, VHS. 
37Dale Glenwood Robinson, The Academies of Virginia, p. 39.
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founders, but also to ltle communities surrounding them. The 

influx of pupils meant en influx of money into the economy es 

students bought clothing end "trifles" from eree stores. The 

ecedemy itself would re qui re supplies from eree farmers end, in 

the case of some institutions, young women would need 

respectable homes in which to board. Moreover, e female ecedemy 

meant concerts end speekers end other farms of "culture" thet the 

schools frequently threw open to the public. Exe mi net i ans end 

greduetion ceremonies drew loceil spectetors eind students· 

rel et i ves f ram ell over Vi rgi ni e. Even those l ocel young women 

who did not attend the ecedemy could benefit from its presence. 

Willieim Shepeird else pointed out the "socieil importance" of ei 

female ecedemy to young men in the region.38

Unfortunately, despite the hopes of trustees, joint stock 

compeni es, end communities, f emel e ecedemi es in Vi rgi ni e (end 

el so mel e ecedemi es) often experienced fi nenci el pro bl ems. 39

38Wi11iam Shepard, "Appended Data on Buckingham Female Institute" in Fe)ixvi)le

o Forgotten vmoge in cumberJonct county onct Other Sketches, p. 46.

391n 1843, the students of the Female Collegiate Institute sent a petition to the
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Funding for entebellum
--

Temele ecedemies might heve come from 

lotteries, gifts, bequests, lo ens, subscript i ans or the se le of 

stock.40 In generel, though, ecedemies mede money through

tuition. Though tuition scel es end schedules veri ed widely from 

ecedemy to ecademy, pupils usually paid between $1 oo and $200 

each year. This would include board end basic tuition with extra 

money charged for ornamental branches of study such as piano, 

need l e w o rk, or pa i n ti n g. 

Finally, official organizetions of such religious denominations 

· es the Baptists, the Methodists, the Presbyterians, or the

Epi scope l i ans el so founded ecedemi es, such es the Al beme rl e

Ferne le Institute in Cherl at tesvi 11 e. The 1872 census (the first to

General Assembly of Virginia begging for funds to keep the school open. This

would indicate, although the state did not respond in this case, that there may

have been some history of state funding of female academies. Such occurances

must have been rare, however. The census records of 1872 report that none of

the fem ale academies in existence in that year received any money from the state.

CAnnuoJ Report of the commissioner of Education, 1872.)

40Dale Glenwood Robinson, The Academjes of VirQinia, p.24; The Trustees Book

of the New Baltimore Academy, 1827-1869; Loulie Patteson, "Buckingham 

Female Collegiate Institute," in Feljxyjl)e: A Forgotten Village in Cumberland 

Count� YicQinio and Other Sketches, The Farmville Herold, 1967, p.25. 
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record such data) reveffl s that of the thirteen female academies 

in Virginia in that year, only two had no affiliation with a 

religious denomination. 41 Even the "secular" acedemi es founded

by p ri vat e i n di vi dual s or j o i n t stock comp an i es bore an i n ti m ate 

rel at i onshi p with one of the Protestant denomi net i ans. For 

example, one of the academies not officially linked with any 

church was Hoge·s Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies which 

was founded by the Presbyterian reverend, Moses Drury Hoge. For 

those concerned about the quality of his schoo 1, Hoge 1 is ted "the 

Presbyterian clergy of Vi rgi ni a" as references who could 

recommend i t.42 The Baltimore Conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church endorsed the privately-owned Valley Female 

Institute in Winchester and appointed an annual committee to 

hear the examinations of its pupils. 

The Female Collegiate Institute of Buckingham (founded in 

1834 by a joint stock company) had no offi ci a 1 ti es to any 

41 
Annual Report of the commissioner of Education, 1872.

42Broedside 1848: 1. No Coll., VHS. 
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denomi net ion. In f ect,-the ecedemy·s charter of i ncorporeti on 

st i pul eted thet "no test of religious cherecter whatsoever shell 

ever be re qui red of eny young 1 edy ... "43 It went on, though, to

decree thet students should ettend femily end public prayers, 

keep the sebbeth, end ettend church. In 1 841, Colonel Fuque 

created e furor et F.C.I. by withdrawing his deughters because he 

believed the t "there wes too much religious (i.e. Methodist) 

pressure brought to beer on the daughters of gentlemen of 

different denominetions."44 In feet, in 1842, Mery E. Beiley

wrote to her mother from the Institute thet only four girls et the 

school hed not found religion et the revival et e neerby Methodist 

church.45 In 1843, due to finenciel difficulties, the trustees 

tried to sell the Ferne 1 e Coll egi ete Institute to the Jemes River 

Baptist Association. The Association wes uneble to buy the 

Institute but expressed its temptet ion "in view of the f ect thet 

43cahilogue of the Female Collegiate Institute, Buckingham County, Virginie,

1839. No Coll., VHS. 

44Williem Sheperd, "Appended Date on Buckingham Female Institute," p. 45.

45Mery E. Beiley to Mrs. Early, 1842. Early Family Papers, VHS.
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the Baptist denomination hes not in this stete e femele school of 

high order end believing thet such e school will be highly 

benef i ci el to the denomi neti on. "46 After the Bepti sts f ei led to

purchese the ecedemy, the trustees ettempted to sell it to the 

Episcopeliens. Eventuelly the school reopened es e privete 

ecedemy under the guidence of the prominent Methodist minister, 

Reverend John C. Blackwell. 

Southerners sew religion end education es closely linked47

For both men end women meny of the goels of the one were the 

seme es the goel s of the other. In 1832, Jemes M. Gernet t 

compered the "utmost etteineble perfection of men's neture with 

the low est stete of ebesement to which the vices end crimes of 

46sue Roberson West, Buckingham Female Cojjegjate lostjtyte, p. 25.

47Religion elso pleyed en integral role in the rise of the Northern ecedemies. The

need to spreed Christianity end for women to teach their children Christi en 

virtues is frequently equated -- es Christian motherhood -- with the idea of 

republican motherhood. (Barbero M. Solomon, In the Comoani., of Educe,ted Women, 

p. 16.) Many of the most prominent femele founders of ocedemies in the North

were protegees of the Congregationalist minister, Joseph Emerson who believed

thet the coming of the millenium wes close ot hend end thet the education of women

wes e necessary requirement for its advent. (Thomes Woody, A Hjstori., of

Women's Education. p. 358.)
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neglected educetion -c-en deg-rede-him."48 Children who did not 

receive e good educetion would leern no self-control. Without 

discipline they would strey from God end follow the path to Hell. 

Dr. Wisner in the Soutnern Religious Telegreph in 1834 ergued 

thet: 

... the fact is, religion end educe ti on must go together. 
We must rely for reel reformetion of cherecter not on 
transitory excitements but on the convictions of the 
understendi ng ... Young men need the discipline of 
colleges end semi neri es ... to secure e bel ence of 
ch erecter -- thet i ndescri beb le, but i ndi spenseb le 
symmetry which will render them permenent l y 
useful. 49 

Virginhrns felt thet young women, es well es young men, 

needed en educet ion. George Elliott wrote concerning his 

deughter Isabelle, "to remove her from school now does seem to 

be erresting tier efforts end cutting short her educetion; end 

48Jemes Mercer Gernett, A Discourse in SchoJestjc Reforms end Amendments in

the Modes end General scope of Perentol Instruction. Delivered before the 

Fredericksburg Lvceum. Sept. 28 1832, Richmond: Thomes w. White, 1833,

p, 18. 

49Speech by Dr. Wisner et a meeting of the Education, Foreign Mission and

Colonization Societies recorded In the Southern Religious Telegraph, November 

21, 1834. 
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thereby frustrating my-original desire of placing every facility 

within her reach to obtei n e good Educet i on_ .. 5o In 1835, Senator

W.A. Roane wrote his homesick daughter, Sereh: 

Console yourself for the separation my deer child, es I 

do, by the reflection thet it is indispensable to your 

future welfare, thet it should be so; end thet it isl 

who suffer most by it; end vol unteril y, secri f ice the 
present pleesure of heving you with me, for the sole 
purpose of promoting your welf ere, which is fer 

deerer to me then my own. I could heve been much 

hep p i er then I he v e be en, du ri n g my l on g end p e i n f u l 

seclusion here, could I heve reconciled it to the duty 

end love I owe you, to withdrew you from your school 

end society merely to minister to my peternel 

fondness ... 51

. Likewise, Robert Vet es Henley wrote to his son in 1852: 

I he v e to st i n t myself to keep you end c e ro l i n e [hi s 
deughter] et school end supply your demends end I 

think you ought to improve your time end not be 

squenderi ng my meens ... Do, I entreet you, let your 

reports be much improved ... Vour Sister is getting on 

very well with her studies. Her reports ere es good es 

they cen be end why mey yours not be es good ... 52

In e l eter letter, he remerked thet "Your Si ster ... shoul d complete 

50George W. Elliott to?, 1833. Elliott Papers, VHS.
51 Senator W.A. Roane to Sereh Anne Lyons Roane Harrison, Jen. 13, 1835. 

Harrison Family Papers, VHS. 
52Robert Vates Henley to Thomes Henley, Dec. 15, 1852. Henley F1:1mily Papers, 

VHS. 
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her educet ion by thet t_ime. She es we 11 es yourself hes hed e fine 

opportunity end if you ere not both educe t e d it cert e i n l y i s your 

own feults."53

Many Virginians believed thet women hed the seme intellectual 

capacity as men. As Mery Vi rgi ni e Early Brown, a student of the 

Femele Collegiate Institute in Buckingham put it, "the progress of 

Civil i zatl on has developed the truth that woman is possessed of 

mind, end although the question is still egiteted whether she is 

eque l in mente l ability to men, yet it is genere 11 y conceded the t 

she is in some respects even superior ... "54 The Petrierch, edited 

by R. W. B e il e y, the p ri n c i p el of the Auguste Fem el e Semi n e ry i n 

Vi rgi ni e, opined thet women were es intelligent es men but thet 

their education wes generally inferior. The magazine rejoiced in 

the ri s e of the fem el e aced em i es es i n st i tut i on s to ch en g e th i s 

si tuet ion. 55

53Robert Vates Henley to Thomas Henley, Feb. 10, 1853. Henley Family Papers, 

VHS. 

54speech written by Mary Virginia Early Brown at F.C.I., June 13, 1842. Early 

Family Papers, VHS. 

55R.W. Bailey, The Petri arch· A Femi) u Magazine, vol. 1, New York: George A 
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In most ceses, the new femele ecedemies in Virginie efter 

1830 modelled themselves efter schools for young men. 

Educetors sew this es eppropriete beceuse meny of them believed 

thet women's minds end men's equell ed one enother in strength. 

In eddition, they lecked other models since they deliberetely did 

not emul ete Northern f emel e ecedemi es. Accardi ng to the 

Broeddus Femel e Institute in 1853: 

Now i n el mo st every town, end i n men y country pl e c es, 

schools ere to be found, exclusively devoted to Femele 

I n st ru ct i on -- w h il e Aced em i es end even Co 11 e g es ere 

be i n g est e bl i shed e 11 over the l end, off e ri n g to 

fem el es the p ri v il e g e of en t e ri n g the hi g her we l ks of 

science end enjoying the benefits eri sing from mentel 

cultivetion, to en extent fully equel to whet wes for e 

long time, regarded es eppropriete to the other sex.56

The Southern Fem el e Institute in Fredericksburg edepted its 

curriculum end its system of merits end demerits from the 

Virginie Militery Institute end the University of Virginie 

curricula end disciplinary systems for men. 

Peters, 1841, p. 198. 

56cetelogue of the Broaddus Female Institute, Fredericksburg, Virginie, 1853.

No Coll., VHS. 
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The editor of the Southern Religious Telegraph in 1833 

expressed his views on mele end female education prior to the 

1830s. He felt thet "in spite of ell the disedventeges under which 

they suffer, females have not only become good (which they heve 

done oftener then men) but greet." He extolled the virtues of 

Queen Elizebeth end Queen Margeret end the l i terery prowess of 

Henneh More. However, he went on to sey thet: 

... the end in view in our institutions for the education 
of meles is to meke them useful: In thet of females, to 
meke them admired. Men will pfly anything to heve 
their daughters taught to menage their feet in 
dancing, to deub over e few pictures &c., to be admired 
by e few silly young men. I cannot speek on this 

subject without i ndi gneti on.57

After 1830 the picture changed. Female ecedemies in the 

South took on e new role es serious educet i one l i nsti tut ions. In 

pert this wes due to e becklesh egeinst the frivolity end 

shallowness of earlier women's education. One of the reasons the 

new f emel e ecedemi es fall owed the pattern of Southern men's 

schools wes because the two Southern branches of educeti on hed 

57 
Southern Religious Telegraph, December 6, 1833. 
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the same goals after 1�30. Voung women, like young men, needed 

to learn to be useful. This idea that usefulness was a primary 

aim of the academies appears repeatedly in contemporary letters, 

newspapers, and school catal agues. 

By useful Southerners meant not idle or frivolous. A useful 

woman in the South was one who was pious and serious-minded. 

The charm of gay, empty-headed girls would last only so long as 

they remained young. As Christians and mothers, women had to be 

educated in order to instruct and influence those around them. 

Only by being well educated and intelligent could a woman ensure 

her happiness and worth to society. 

Over and over, Southern educators emphasized the importance 

of instilling virtues as habits into young women. In a typical 

statement, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Towell advertised for their 

fem al e semi nary that: 

... its pri nci pal aim will be to imp art that general 
I nte 11 ectua l activity and culture, which develop 
harmoniously and vigorously all the faculties of the 
mind, and to give to them that training and direction 
and foster those tastes and habits, which will make 
intelligent and cultivated women, fi 11 i ng effi ci entl y 
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and gracefully those spheres of usefulness in which 

they are called upon to move.58 

James Mercer Garnett told a group of young women at his wife's 

a cad em y that what was expected of them was "di l i gent earnest 

application to ell your-studies; for without this ... you will fix upon 

yourselves hebits of i nettenti on end negligence, which no future 

ef fart can conquer."59 Garnett frowned upon frivolity:

If during the yeers of your pupilege your hends heve 
hed little other vol untery employment then adorning 
your persons; end your minds heve found pleesure in no 
other occupation but juvenile frivolities, rely on it, 
thet deeth itself is not more sure then the certainty 
thet your meturer yeers will bring elong with them a 
pl en t if u l he rv est of di stress i n g c ere s, bitter 
disappointment end lasting pein, -- not of the body, 
but whet is i nfi nit el y worse, of the heart end 

l 60sou ... 

A m i n d on l y fitted for pa rti es end g e y soc i et y w o u l d be u n e bl e to 

t eke the "du 11 , ho me l y en d often most l e b o ri o us de t e il s of 

58Circular of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Towell's Female Seminary at Winchester,
Virginia, 1860. No Coll., UVA. 

59James Mercer Garnett, Lectures on Yorious TopJcks of Morals, Manners.

Conduct, ond lnte)lectuoJ Improvement Addressed to Mrs Gornett·s Puoi)s ot 

Elmwood Essex Countu Yircinio 1825-1826 Richmond: Thomas w. White, 
1827, p, 140. 

60James Garnett, Lectures on MoroJs, p. 115.
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housekeeping, withoutj_nsuffereble fetigue end disgust."61

Women 1 eerned strenuous subjects not beceuse they were 

expected to "use" them, but beceuse through di sci p 1 i ni ng their 

mi n d s to 1 e e rn them, they them s e 1 v es be c em e "use f u 1." Mery 

Vi rgi ni e Eerl y, for exemp 1 e, 1 eerned the French 1 eng uege es "not 

only en eccompl i shment but [to] serve to improve the mi nd."62

Much of e women's usefulness hed to do with the continuance 

of Southern culture. After the Ameri cen Re vol ut ion, women, es 

mothers of future citizens, took on the responsi bi 1 ity of keeping 

Americens virtuous. By teeching virtues to their sons, republicen 

mothers ensured thet the republic would not feil. Southerners in 

1830 sew their women in the seme light. Southern women would 

tee ch the i r sons the v e 1 u e s end vi rt u es the t up he 1 d the Southern 

wey of 1 if e -- one which wes being threetened et the ti me by 

Northern ebol i ti oni sm. Educ et ion wes essenti el for young women 

who would grow up to teech the next generet ion. A. Judson Crene 

61 Jbid., p, 114.

62composition by Mary Virginia Early Brown at the Female Collegiate Institute,

1839. Early Family Papers, VHS. 
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praised the clessicel figure, Queen Zenobia, with the words, "She 

strengthened end adorned her mind by liberal study. She taught 

her 3 sons in the Latin tongue."63 

Bi shop Richard Chenni ng Moore of Vi rgi ni e cl eerl y lei d out this 

view of women in his endorsement letter for one of James 

Garnet t·s books. The bi shop stated thet: 

The influence of the f eme le ch erecter upon the minds 
of our sex is uni verse 11 y eicknowl edged; every effort 
therefore which hes e tendency to extend their 
information end to increase their moreil power, must 
meet with the epprobetion of the virtuous ... it rests 
very much with we 11 educe t e d end re li g i o us women, to 
check in their progress those errors in our sex, which 
frequently destroy the comfort of society; end to give 

thet tone to pub lick [sic] morels. 64

In 1833, the Southern Religious Telegraph invoked e vivid image 

from the preface to The Mother's Journal, "To mothers is 

committed the maul ding of the whole mess of human mind, when 

it turneth es wex to the seel."65

63A. Judson crone, Zenobie· Address to the zenobieo Socjetu of the fJuvenoe

femeJe Institute JuJu 6 J 859. Richmond: H.K. Ellyson, 1859, p. 24. 
64Jemes Mercer Garnett, Gernett"s Lectures, Richmond: T. W. White, 1825.
65

The Southern Re)igjous Te)egreoh quoting from Jene Tylor's preface to the
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Southern women's e_g_ucet i ans functioned to meke them useful 

within the limited f emil y-ori ented roles provided for them by 

their petrierchel sleve-holding culture. According to The 

Southern Ljtereru Messenger. the goel of women's educet ion wes 

"to quel ify e women to do with the greetest wisdom end modesty, 

efficiency end eese the duties resulting from ell her rel et i ans in 

life."66 "If Women is en intelligent, morel egent," the Messenger

esked, "why should not her mind be developed end beautified by 

culture? Cen it be that en educated women will be less useful or 

ornemente l es wife, mother or daughter then en i gnorent one?" 67

Net u re ll y , Southerners w o rri e d e bout the well -be i n g of the i r 

daughters. They wanted to prepare their children to be happy in 

later life. Southern perents in the antebellum period felt greet 

anxiety over their futures end those of their children. As James 

Garnett pant ifi ceted to the pupils et his wife's f emel e academy: 

At the very outset, i nexoreb le death, es sudden es the 
l i g ht n i n g · s fl es h, me y cut [ l if e] short with ell your 

Mother's Journal, October 18, 1833. 
66J.R. Thompson (ed.), The southern UtererlJ Messenger, 1852, p. 117.
67 

Jbid.
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foibles, feults e�_d sins upon your heed, unrepented of,
end consequent 1 y u n f o rg i v en. But if th i s j o urn e y i s to 
be protrected to old ege, fer, very fer different must 
be your destiny from the common 1 at of humenity, if it 
prove not one of much difficulty, probeb 1 e suffering, 
end greet morel hezerd. How, I most eernestly 
beseech you to consider, before we pert forever, .hQ.tL
ere you prepered.io encounter such e pilgrimege ... 68 

For many Southerners, es for Gernett, this preperetion could only 

be eccomp 1 i shed by educet i ng young women, through the 

e c e d em i es, i n to use f u 1 n es s. Ge rn e tt f e 1 t the t "use f u 1 o cc up et i on 

both of body end mind ... is the true source of human heppiness."69

He def i n e d "us e f u 1 know 1 edge" es the t w hi ch "comp ri s es 

every th i n g n e c es s e ry to be known tow e rd s q u e 1 if y i n g you to 

perform, i n the best e tt e i n e b 1 e men n er, every pre ct i c e 1 duty of 

1 if e, es we 11 es to em be 11 i sh end e do rn it, with e 11 those innocent 

erts invented by genius end good teste ... "70 This wes the proper 

focus for e femele ecedemy. Along these lines, W.F. Broaddus 

edvert i sect his Broeddus F emel e Institute es e school for 

68Jomes Gornet t, Lectures on More) s, p.109.
69Jomes Mercer Gornett, Garnett's Lectures, Richmond: T. W. White, 1825, p.

74. 
70Jomes Gornett, Lectures on Morels, p. 135.
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"preparing your Daughters and Wards to become useful as well as 

happy members of society."71 In the words of an 1848

advertisement for the Danville Female Academy addressed to 

parents: 

... th e a i m of the teach e rs i s to de v el op a 11 the mental 
faculties, refine the sensibilities, polish the manners, 

farm correct habits of thought and action, inst i 11 

proper principles of action and educate the affect i ans, 

so as to train a child to act f aithf ull y and honorably, 

and hap pi l y, her pa rt in that state of life in w hi ch 

Providence may pl ace her.72

Likewise, Senator W. A. Roane wrote to his daughter in 1 837 that 

it pleased him "to think that you are disposed to avail yourself of 

all the means I may be enabled to afford you, to improve your 

mind, morals, manners, habits and reason, so as to enable you to 

become a use f u 11 [ s; c] and o rn am en ta l member of soc i et y i s the 

must."73 Parents wanted their daughters to have strong minds

and morals and to be useful and happy. They felt that the 

71 Catalogue of the Broaddus Female Institute, 1854. No Coll., VHS. 
72Broadside 1848: 21. No Coll., VHS.
73senator W.A. Roane to Sarah Anne Lyons Roane Harrison, Sept. 19, 1837.

Harrison Family Papers, VHS. 
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academies could bri ng-llri s-about-

The Northern academies, as well as the Southern schools, set 

out to teach women to be useful. However, the separate demands 

of their societies gave each a different meaning for the word. In 

the North, useful meant u t il i ta ri an. Educ a ti on was useful to a 

woman not by disciplining her mind, but in so far as she could 

apply the knowledge she learned. Joseph Emerson, a Northern 

educator, stressed that teachers at his academy would "teach 

nothing but what appears conducive to the usefulness of [the] 

pupils ... let every branch receive attention in proportion to its 

probable ut il i ty."7 4 Southerners measured usefulness

differently. Where in the North knowledge was useful in its 

specific app l i cat i ans, Southerners genera 11 y viewed knowledge as 

useful if it served to discipline and strengthen the mind. Whether 

or not knowledge could be directly ut i1 i zed in daily life was 

irrelevant. Knowledge was useful in the South if it produced 

74Joseph Emerson, Prospectus of Mr. Emerson's Fem el e Semjner� et

Wethersfield Connectjcyt Wethersfield: A. Froncis, 1826, p. 14. 
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useful people. This analysis is not meant to suggest that 

Northern society valued frivolity in women or thet ell Northern 

women were free enough from role constraints to become 

teachers if they wishe�. However, slavery mede the South 

different from the North. The South wes e region of eri stocrets, 

et l eest among the upper cl ess. Southerners sew work es 

demeeni ng because workers were defined es sl eves. The 

usefulness of knowledge, therefore, did not depend on its 

vocet i one l et tri butes.75 

Di ff ere n c es between the cu rri cul e of Northern end Southern 

ecedemies end their justifications for these differences 

i 11 ustrete this veryi ng et t itude towards usefulness. The 

75As Elizebeth Fox-Genovese ond Cotherine Clinton hove shown, the "cult of

domesticity" in the North did not develop in the South. (Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, 

Within the Plantation Household, p. 98; Catherine Clinton, The PJantatjon 

Mistress, p. 16.) General or academic knowledge wos appropriate to members of 

the Southern upper closs both os o mork of stotus and os troining for their future 

positions in society. It is significant thot Northern mole academies before the 

Civil War begon to filter Latin end Greek out of their curricula while the clessicol 

longuoges remoined stoples of Southem male education. The some trend in the 

Southem female academies is only portly due to imitotion of men's schools. The 

some culturol forces which operoted on mole schools in the South olso effected the 

f emole institutions. 



43 

cetelogue of the Denville Female Academy explained thet its 

curriculum included Natural Sciences because they were "so well 

adapted to polish end adorn the mind end refine the sensibilities 

of the young ... "76 The Southern Literary Messenger argued that 

mathematics end sciences should be taught to young women. It 

averred that "this knowledge is useful es well es ornamental -- it 

strengthens the mind -- accustoms it to systemeti c errengement 

-- gives habits of di scri mi nation end observation, ... "77 Southern 

educators frequently taught ancient languages such es Latin or 

Greek to women for just this purpose. Northern curricula 

included classical languages only infrequently. As Joseph 

Emerson be 1 i eved, "To know a l anguege which has scercel y eny 

effi nity to our own, e l enguege, which we should never have 

occesion to reed, write or speak, must be likely to engage 

meditations which might be more profitebly employed upon other 

76tetelogue of the Denville Female Academy, Denville, Virginie, 1857, p. 9. No
Coll., VHS. 

77 J.R. Thompson (ed.), The southern Literar] Messenger, 1852, p. 119. 
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subjects ... "78 To Emer-S"On, Letin e-nd Greek were not useful

subjects, like-book-keeping, beceuse they could not be epplied 

precticelly in life. 

Despite the philosophicel differences between Northern trnd 

Southern f emel e ecedemi es, they resembled one enother in et 

l e est one esp e ct. The p ri me ry p u rp o s e of the s ch o o l s i n both 

regi ans wes to pro vi de e thorough ecedemi c educet ion to their 

pupils. Southern schools ettempted to impose e rigorous course 

of study on the students. Most institutions would not edmit 

pupils for less then he lf e yeer, end they restricted dip l omes or 

cert if i cetes to those women who hed pessed e thorough 

exeminetion in eech brench of study. Educators of Virginie 

women felt thet: 

... the exclusive use of the f ormel questions appended 
to the pop u l er school books of the de y, w hi ch re s ult s 
either from the i neffi ci ency or indolence of the 
teecher, should be deplored. In e me j ori ty of ceses, 
me m o ry i s the on l y men tel f e c i l i t y w hi ch i s ex ere i s e d 

in such treining.79 

78Joseph Emerson, Prospectus of Mr. Emerson's Femele Seminary, p. 14-15.
79cetelogue of the Southern Female Institute of Richmond, 1858. No Coll., VHS.



45 

Teachers at female ac�gemies often used a variety of methods in 

order to instruct young women. For exempl e, et the Angerone 

Semi nary in Winchester, "Femil i er lectures, eccompenyi ng the 

recitet i ens in the higher branches of Educet ion, with the use of 

good Philosophical Apperetus, Meps, Cherts, &c., will secure to 

their [the proprietors'] pupils the benefit of thorough end 

subs tent i el i n st ruction." 8 0 At the Ve 11 e y Fem al e I n st it u t e in

1 857, according to its catalogue, "the method of recital ion [wes] 

enel yt i cal, mingled with ore l instruction for the younger cl asses; 

the aim not being to pass over the most space, but to reach 

principles."81 As e women named Mery wrote to her cousin 

Robbie, a homesick pupil at the Augusta Fem el e Semi nary in 1853, 

"Remember, deer child, that you have not gone there for pleasure, 

or to indulge your appetite for good things, but to improve your 

mind ... "82

80Prospectus of Angerona Seminary in Winchester, Virginie, 1847. No Coll.,

VHS. 

81 Catalogue of the Valley Female Institute, Winchester, Virginie, 1857. No Coll.,

VHS. 

82Mery? to Robbie? et the Auguste Female Seminary in Staunton, Virginie,
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The classes offered by the Virginie female academies did not 

propose to provide women with e smettering of knowledge. 

Acedemy euthori ti es meent to develop the minds of the pupils end 

to tee ch them how to think their wey through en extensive 

expl oret ion of en ecedemi c subject. The Southern Fem el e 

I n st it u t e of R i chm on d sew its ro 1 e es to .. de v e 1 op the mi n d, end 

trein it to thtni< end investigete for itself ... "83 Meny Southerners

deplored so-celled eccompl i shments th6t comprised nothing more 

then e veneer of knowledge. The Southern Literery Messenger 

celled for di sci pl i ne end e thorough educet ion for women, "the 

discipline for which we contend would drive the whole generation 

of Blue-Stockings from the lend."84 While every ecedemy in the

South offered ornementel subjects, just es the Northern 

ecedemi es did, these subjects on 1 y edde d to the mei n curriculum. 

Academic subjects formed its core. This wes similer to the mele 

October 8, 1853. Unidentified Letter (MSS2 Un 3 AS), No Coll., VHS. 
83catalogue of the Southern Female Institute, 1853. No Coll., VHS.
84J.R. Thompson (ed.), The southern uteratJJ Messenger, 1852, p. 117.
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academies where gent le men would learn, not needlework or 

music, but riding, hunting, dancing, conversation and manners. 85

The course of study at the Valley Female Institute in 

Winchester, Vi rgi ni a for 1857 is typical of the academic 

schedules of Virginia female academies between 1830 and 1860. 

(See Appendix) The Institute had a Preparatory Department which 

consisted of a one year course to prepare girls around the age of 

t we l v e for the hi g her l eve l s of l e a rn i n g at the school. Du ri n g th i s 

year, the pupils would learn the basic ski 11 s of reading, writing, 

and arithmetic. Pupils could remain for as much or as little ti me 

as they needed to master the skills in this department. They 

advanced only on the basis of merit. The Academic Department, 

which followed, was a two year program which continued with 

the basics and also introduced the pupils to hi story, French and 

Latin. After the age of about fifteen, young ladies entered the 

Collegiate Department. In their first year, as Sophomores, they 

chose f ram cl ass es in Physical Geography, Algebra, Natural 

85Dale Glenwood Robinson. The Academies of Virginia. p. 2.
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Hi story, French, Lat i n,_�natomy, Physi al ogy and Hygiene, and 

Botany. Juniors took courses in Natural Philosophy, Mental 

Philosophy, Ancient History, Greek, Latin, Chemistry, Rhetoric, 

and Astronomy. In their third and final year, Seniors attended 

classes in Po}it i cal Economy and Logic, Evidences of Christianity, 

Elements of Criticism, Greek, Moral Science, Geometry, 

Trigonometry, G ea logy, and Mineralogy. In addition to the normal 

course of study, the academy also offered German, Italian, Piano, 

Drawing, Painting and Embroi dery.86

Lists of curricula in the school catalogues do not seem to have 

been fa l s e adv e rti s i n g. Letters from pupil s and report ca rd s sent 

to parents indicate that many, if not all, students undertook a 

rigorous schedule of cl asses at the academi es.87 Miss E.T.

86catalogue of the Valley Female Institute, 1857-1858. No Coll., VHS. 
87Report Card of Georgia S. Bryan from the Southern Female Institute, 1854. 

Grinnan Family Papers, VHS; Report Card of Mary Mlller from Jane H. 

Randolph to Mrs. Elizabeth Miller, Nov. 30, 1844; March, 1845; and May 

1845. Randolph Papers, VHS; Mery Virginia Early to her mother, Oct. 26, 

1839. Early Famlly Papers, VHS; ? to Sue Wright, October?. No Coll., VHS; 

Diploma of Anne Marie Dandridge from the Southern Female Institute, 1856. 

Smith Family Papers, VHS; Accounts of Anne Virginia Watson and Caroline 

Homassel Watson et M0cKenzie's School, 1841. (Includes lists of textbooks 
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Pilson of the Auguste Female Seminary, for example, was enrolled 

i n Reed i n g , W ri ti n g, E 1 em en t e ry Drew i n g, An c i en t Geog rep h y, 

Ari th met i c, Compos it i on, Let i n, Chem i st ry, Log i c end Mente 1 

Philosophy eccordi ng to her report card in 1 852. (She was doing 

very we 11.) 8 8 Betti e Coons· student note book from her st e y et 

the Richmond Female Institute contained detailed notes on such 

topics es the ene tomy of the eye, the e 1 em ents, the cruse des, the 

nature of government, music, Shakespeare, end moral virtue. 89

It is important to remember, though, that just because cl asses 

farmed a part of the schedule did not mean that el 1 students 

attended them. For example, the Female Collegiate Institute 

announced in 1839 that "young ladies mey take the whole or any 

pert of e course end may pursue et any time es many studies es 

purchased.) Watson Family Papers, VHS; William Shepherd, "Buckingham 

Female Collegiate Institute," Wjlljem end Meru ouerterJu, vol. 20, no. 2, 

April, 1940, pp. 167-193. 
88Report Card of Miss E.T. Pilson from the Augusta Female Seminary, 1852.

Pilson Family Papers, VHS. 
89student notebook of Martha Elizabeth Coons from the Richmond Female

Institute, 1859. Coons Family Papers, VHS. 
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their heelth or ebilitie_s_ Will edm-it."90 Of forty-one students in

the Coll egi ete Department of V .F. I. in 1857, thirty-two attended 

Lat i n cl asses. I n the Ac ad em i c Depa rt men t on l y th i rte en pupil s 

out of fifty-e i g ht l e e rne d Let i n. 

Besed on en incomplete list of 279 students at the Female 

Coll egi ete Institute in Bucki nghem, 234 women, or 84 percent, 

remained for only one yeer. Thirty-six women stayed for two 

yeers, eight women for three yeers, and only one dediceted young 

women completed four years et the ecademy. At the Southern 

Female Institute, for the yeers 1850-1857 except for the 

ecademic year 1855-1856 for which dete is not eveilable, 185 

women ettended the school. Of these women, 48 percent stayed 

for one yeer, 43 percent for two years, end only 8.5 percent 

remei ned for three yeers. These results ere com pl i ceted by the 

school's chenge in locetion in 1852. For the Velley Femele 

Institute in Winchester, lists of pupils ere only eveil eb le for the 

90ceiteilogue of the Femeile Collegieite Institute, Buckingheim County, Vlrginiei,

1839. No Coll., VHS. 
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years 1857-1859. From e pool of seventy-seven students, 

however, forty-eight students, or 62 percent, remei ned et the 

academy for et least two years. In many cases, women who left e 

school after one yeer or e pert of one year would enroll in e 

different ece9emy et El leter time. Confusing end incomplete es 

this dete is, it indicates not only that much of the student body 

wes trensitory, but elso thet meny pupils did remein et the 

schools long enough to complete the everege two or three yeer 

program. 

Di sci pl i ne et the f emel e ecedemi es of Virginie was peternel or 

"perentel" in neture. Where principals often whipped young men in 

case of wrong doing, euthorit i es et the f emel e ecedemi es would 

lecture their pupils or send notices of the students· 

trensgressions to perents elong with monthly or weekly reports 

on the i r deportment. At the Fem el e Co 11 e g i El t e I n st it u t e i n 

Buckinghem, three such notices would result in the flnel step of 

discipline; dismissel from the ecedemy. Femele pupils did not 

receive beetings end lectures included "no rudeness of 
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l an g u a g e ... 9 1 Even at the age of t we l v e or th i rte en, young

Southern women were treated as ladies. Academy catalogues end 

letters from the students habi tu ally noted the parental influence 

of the p ri n c i pal. Sarah He 11 Doug l ass l o o k e d upon the Reverend R. 

W. Bailey of the Augusta Female Semi nary "as a f ather."92

Indeed, an 1848 broadside advertising Hoge·s School in Richmond 

i n di c et es that the p ri n c i pal s, as we 11 as the students, vi ewe d 

their role as paternal. "Mr. Hoge will receive 25 young ledies es 

boarders end members of his own f ami l y."93 Although meny

educators of women saw the femele mind es equal to thet of the 

mele, they did not view women es equel to men. Women, 

especially young women, re qui red supervision end protection. 

Both the structure of Southern society end tradit i onel et t itudes 

towards women hed en effect on the weys in which male trustees 

end pri nci pe ls vi sue l i zed their positions. 

91 Jb;d, 

92Esseys of Sarah Hell Douglass, Auguste Female Seminary, 1846. Mccue end

Robertson Family Papers, VHS. 

93Broedside 1848: 1. No Coll., VHS.



53 

As young Southern women left home for the first time to 

attend the academies, they did not leave behind their familiar 

petri erchel, f emi 1 y-structured world. At the Denvi 11 e Fem el e 

Academy, the Reverend George W. Dame end his wife, Mary Maria 

Peg e Dem e, o cc up i e d the po s i ti on s o f p ri n c i p e 1 end vi c e p ri n c i p e 1. 

In 1857, two of their daughters et tended their ecedemy.94 At

the Female Collegiate Institute in Buckingham in 1852, while the 

Reverend John C. Bl e ck we 11 served es p ri n c i p e 1 , two Mi s s es 

Blackwell attended the academy while an additional Miss 

Blackwell helped teach the Literary course. Mr. Arnaud Preot, 

professor of modern languages end music, had three daughters et 

the school, while the daughter of Mr. J. J. Potts of the 

mathemet i cs department el so attended cl asses. 95 Students of

the Virginia female academies frequently lived, studied end 

played with the children of their teachers end principals. Even in 

94catalogue of the Danville Female Academy, 1857. No Coll., VHS.
95Loulie Patteson, "Buckingham Female Collegiate Institute" in Fe)fxyj))e 0

forgotten vmoge in cumberJond countu and Other Sketches, p.32-36. 
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cases where no ectuel _kinship ties existed between principal end 

students, the principal would assume the duties of e relative in 

ti mes of need. Thomes Jefferson Rend o l p h, for exam pl e, 

described the ect i ans of Mrs. Jene Nichol es Randolph when she 

risked her own hea 1th to nurse the girls under their care ("our 

fa mi l y ", he ca 11 e d them) du ri n g an outbreak of s ca rl et fever at 

Edgehill School in 1845.96 Pupils and teachers roomed together

at some academies, and they often became very close friends. 

Too, young women f re Que n t1 y entered a cad em i es with the i r 

s i st e rs or other fem el e rel et i v es. 

Academies stressed the parental role of the teachers end 

principals not only because it aided in keeping di sci pl i ne, but al so 

because it wes the best wey to prepare women for whet l ey 

eh e e d. I n the South, the fem i l y formed the center of w omen· s 

lives. Southerners, unlike meny Northerners, did not remove 

young women from e petrierchel family setting in order to 

educate them. As James Garnett expl ei ned to his wife's pupils, 

96Thomes Jefferson Rendolph to Williem Miller, 1845. Rendolph Pepers, VHS. 
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teachers "must necessarily be invested, -- temporeril y et least, 

with ell the rights of perents."97 At the Angerone Seminary in 

1847, Mr. end Mrs. Eichel berger announced thet .. In their 

government of the school, the principles of e judicious end 

impertiel perentel influence, which seldom fails, will elweys 

direct the course to be pursued ... 98

Nev e rt he l es s, pupil s vi ewe d the i r school de y s es e uni q u e ti m e 

of transition. To e limited extent, academies offered young 

women e peri ad of experi mentet ion; of testing the bounderi es of 

their role es women in society. While some young women grew 

very homesick, end some looked forward to e time, es Mery Hunter 

put it in 1847, "that I em to be no longer regerded es e schoolgirl 

but em to occupy the more exalted station of young ledy,"99 

others found cemerederi e end new life emong women their own 

ege. When Hortensi e H. Herri s· f ether wrote to tell her to l eeve 

97 James Garnett, Lectures on Morals, p. 9.
98Prospectus of the Angerona Seminary in Winchester, Virginia, 1847. Jones

Papers, VHS. 
99Mciry Hunter t o  Mary Miller, May 2, 1847. M111er Family Papers, VHS.
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the Female Coll egi ate--rnstitute because of his concern for her 

health, she responded by begging him to let her stay. "When I am 

at home, I feel as dull and stupid, I imagine, as it is possible for 

me to feel...until I received that letter, I felt gay, and cheerful as 

a lark." 100

Two composi ti ans in a book written by the pupils of the 

Alexandria Female Seminary in 1853 show the range of emotions 

felt by these young women. The first of the eighteen essays 

focused on Pocahontas. 101 Through the intercession of the 

beautiful Indian mei den, the I ndi en savages stifled their werl i ke 

ways end set the English men free. This young student believed 

that virtuous women had power over men through their good 

influence. The second essay, entitled "Soliloquy of a Canary Bird," 

100Hortensia H. Harris to her father, 1857? Allen Family Papers, VHS.
101The other sixteen essays' address very traditional topics; bearing titles such

as "Scene on a Winter's Evening," "Consolation of Religion," and "A Rainy Day." 

Two of these essays, which have the intriguing titles "The Advantages of a Good 

Education" and "On the Advantages of Cultivating a Taste for Composition," 

unfortunately treat their subjects cursorily. They do state, though, that an 

education is important in forming good habits and that letter writing cultivates the 

mind. 
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was written in the f i rs·t·person, end the author pined over her 

1 eek of 1 i berty, "A 1 es! Whet does it avail me that I em in the free 

country of America, when that Liberty which enjoyed by others is 

denied me." 102 The academy was e chance for women to find both 

the extent end the limits of their influence in society. 

Some young women et the academies stretched the limitations 

of women's sphere so fer es to experiment -- if only in fun -

with me 1 e ro 1 es. Me rt he E 1 i z e beth Coons, et the R i chm on d Fem a 1 e 

Institute in 1859, inscribed her name on her student notebook es 

"Bettie Coons Esquire, Captain of the [illegible] Company of Light 

Horse et R. F. Institute, Dragoon Compeny." 103 Apparently, a few 

of her f emel e friends styled themselves es mi 1 itery officers es 

we 11. At Edge hi 11 Schoo 1, Mery Hunter des c ri be d en i n c i dent i n 

which she threw e dinner party in her room for some of the other 

students. Mery dressed herself es e gent 1 emen end was ge 11 ant 1 y 

102·specimens of the Compositions of the Pupils of Alexandria Female Seminary;

Selected and Written by Themselves." 1853. No Coll., VHS. 

103student Notebook of Martha Elizabeth Coons at the Richmond Female Institute,

1859. Coons Family Papers, VHS. 
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complimenting the 1 edtes uwhen the door opened end Col. R. 

[Thomes Jefferson Rend o 1 p h 1 we 1 k e d i n; but he co u 1 d not s co 1 d us 

et ell; he just dropped on the bed end elmost died leughing et 

me ... " 104 Other pupils rebelled mildly egeinst the confinement of

their position by breeking ecedemy rules. Mery Hunter found that 

reguletions egainst talking in school or visiting other pupils' 

rooms efter study hour stifled her sociel urge. "But I heve broken 

both of those ru l es severe l ti mes end i n tend to do it e g a i n," she 

wrote to her fri end.105

Whi 1 e their perents perceived the purpose of the Vi rgi ni e 

acedemies es to teech young women to be useful end happy in 

their sphere, the students sew their education es en opportunity 

to stretch, though not break, the bounderies of thet sphere. 

Bettie Coons sew her future position in society as dependent on 

the use she mede of her time et school. She felt thet by epplying 

themselves, she end her fell ow students "mey et some future day 

104Mory Hunter to Mory Miller, Moy 2, 1847. Miller Family Papers, VHS.

105 /bid. 
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become di st i n g u i shed 'Ct [it e rs, tin d thus i mm o rt ti l i z e our 

nemes." 106 Meiry Vi rgi ni ti Eerl y Brown seiw power in womein's role

when she weis eneib led, through educeiti on, to meike the most of it 

tis en "Authoress, perheips es e Poetess." She perceived in Women, 

"e power which cen subdue more then ermi es, which completes 

conquests without ceusing to flow the lifeblood of 

thousends ..... 107 Some young women l coked to the ecedemi es to

prepare them not only for life, but for the afterlife es well. Ellen 

Try phase He rri n g ton sew the mi n d es paw e rf u 1, et e rn e 1, 

independent of the physicel body end worth more then weelth or 

seculer power. She felt thet efter deeth, given en educetion in 

life, "we shell forever priceless f rui tege reep." 

Then wi 11 our minds disrobed of eerthl y cl ey, 

In reel ms of light untremmelled soer ewey; 

With sun end sters, we'll seerch for hidden truth, 

O'er which we only dreamed in deys of youth; 

And germs of wisdom thet we now mey store, 
-------

1 °6composition by Marthe Elizebeth Coons, Mey 22, 1858. Coons Family Papers,
VHS. 

107speech written by Mery Virginie Early Brown et F.C.I., June 13, 1842. Early
Family Papers, VHS. In her obituary, it was noted that Mery Brown had indeed 
gone on to be e useful pert of her society. For seventeen years she had been 
the secretary for e benevolent society to help the poor. 
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Shell then exp1rnd, increesi ng evermore.1 oe

Ellen Herrington felt thet there was great power in the human 

mind, male or female, and that education was the key to that 

power. Nevertheless, as a women in the nineteenth-century 

South, E 11 en Harri n gt on we s we 11 aw a re of her 1 i mite ti on s. She 

f e 1t that the power of the mi n d co u l d on l y be reel i zed after death. 

The academies pl eyed e meeni ngful role in giving these young 

women e sense of importance end self-worth whether they went 

on to reel i ze their dreams or not. It is si gnifi cent that Fl uvenna 

Femel e Institute sported e Zeno bi en Society. Queen Zenobia ruled 

Palmyra, a city which rivalled Rome. "About her origin history 

disputes, but about her great attainments, her valor, her 

prudence, her heroic exploits, her domestic fide 1 ity, her petri ot i c 

s e rv i c e s, her me 1 enc ho 1 y fa 11 and pi ti ab 1 e end, a 11 i s known and 

certain." 109 Young Southern women saw "domestic fidelity" as an

108Ellen Tryphosa Harrington. YeJedictoru Address et the Anniverseru of the 

Charleston Female semineru. Boston: J. Howe, 1848, p. 13. 

109 A. Judson crane, Zenobia: Address to the Zenobien societu of the EIYvenne

Female Institute p. 21.



61 

integral pert of their Lives, but they also used the opportunity the 

academy afforded them to dream of "heroic exploits." In one 

letter, Sarah Ann Caperton wrote to her brother to say how 

unhappy she was et school. She closed the letter, though, by 

ennounci ng her intention to remei n en extra year because she had 

not been applying herself end she wanted to make the most of her 

educet ion. 110

Mery Virginie Early Brown, a student at the Female Collegiate 

Institute in Bucki nghem expressed Vi rgi ni a·s philosophy towards 

female education in e speech she wrote in 1842, "Women's 

Destiny is to promote peace, 1 ove end heppi ness in the soci el 

circle, to exert a happy influence ..... In order to accomplish this 

destiny, 

She [Women] must have a thorough end complete 
educ et ion, that the faculties of her mind may be 
deve 1 oped end rendered useful. Give her a oerf ect 
knowledge of Science end Literature. Instruct her in 
the more abstruse Sciences that her mind may be 
strengthened; 1 et her be fa mil i er with the rules of 
Composition ... 

110sarah Ann Caperton to William Caperton, June 1 o, 1842. Caperton Family

Papers, VHS. 
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In e tone less represen-tetive of Southern educators, though not 

Southern pupils, Mery Brown then celled for Women to "wield her 

pen es en Authoress, perhaps es e Poetess. Let her be acquainted 

with the object of her existence end instructed how to f ulfi 11 her 

destiny."111 �Mery Brown referred to women es the "mainspring" 

of society. She sew education for women es of paramount 

concern: 

... For i n s t ru ct i n g her, s ch o o l s must be prov i de d, 
teachers furnished, end when the Community is 

brought to ecknowl edge her influence, end her 

i mportence in the see le of Being, Acedemi es, Co 11 eg es 

end Schools of every kind end of sufficient number 

will be created. It is en edmi tted pri nci pl e that the 

state of Female Education in e country is e sure 

criterion by which the prosperity of that country may 

be determined ... 112

Not every Vi rgi ni en sew women's educet ion in the same light es 

this articulate young student, nevertheless, after 1830 women's 

educ et ion end f emel e ecedemi es grew in i mportence es they came 

to pl e y e v e ri et y of s i g n if i cent fun c ti on s i n Southern soc i et y. 

111speech written by Mery Virginie Early Brown et F.C.I., June 13, 1842. Early

Family Papers, VHS. 

112/bid. 



63 

Veers spent et the femele ecedemies meent e greet deel to the 

young women who et tended them. Their parents elso sew velue in 

the schools end felt thet the inst itut i ans pl eyed en i mportent role 

in prepering their daughters for future usefulness end heppiness. 

The schools drew communities together end reinforced the 

femily. As politicel, religious, end educetionel institutions, the 

Southern f emel e ecedemi es mede themselves felt et ell levels of 

uppercl ess Southern society. Pri meril y they provided young 

women with e strong ecedemic education, but they elso spreed 

Christien velues, defended Southern society egeinst Cetholic end 

Northern influences, meinteined the South's "peculier 

institutions," end ensured the continuence of the Southern wey of 

life. 

After the Civil Wer, the ecedemies continued in the South, but 

they hed chenged. 113 During the wer, the ecedemy buildings 

some ti mes be c e me b o e rd i n g houses for the s e f et y of the pupil s 

113wmiem Shepherd, "Buckingham Femele Co11eg1ete Institute," wm;om end Mor�

ouarterl y, Vol. 20, no. 3, July, 1940, p. 363-365. 
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end cl asses were usually suspended. 114 A lternet i vel y, sometimes 

one of the two armies would commandeer the large, sturdy 

structures es heedquerters or hospitals. Defeat brought 

destitution to the South. Upper class women who hed spurned the 

occupet ion of teacher before the conflict found it one of the few 

w e y s they co u l d e e rn much needed money for the i r fem 11 i e s 

efterwerds. The nature of the ecedemies changed, coming to 

resemble their eerl i er Northern counterparts. The Civil Wer 

altered upper class women's role in the South. They could no 

longer be the center of e sleveholding society. They could no 

l anger mei ntei n end propegete Southern culture based on pecul i er 

Southern institutions. This wes the mein reason thet the female 

ecedemies spreed to the South in such numbers in the first place. 

Once the structure of Southern society end women's pl ece within 

it changed, it is not surprising thet the ins ti tu ti ans esteb 1 i shed 

to meintein them changed es well. 

114Nore Miller Turmen, Pamphlet on Locustym e A cad emu Locustvm e Accomack

Countu. Yirgioia The Society for the Preservetion of the Locustville Acedemy, 

1973. 
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APPENDIX 

Courses of Study et Virginie Femele Acedemies 

(Sources for the meteri el in this eppendi x ere the school 

cetelogues, broesides end prospecti. Please see Bibliography.) 

Angerone Seminary, Winchester, Virginie 1847: 
Introductory cl ess: 

El ementery Brenches, Orthogrephy, Reeding, Writing, 

Arithmetic, Geography, Hi story. 
Junior cless: 

Orthogrephy, Reeding, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, 

History, Gremmer, Latin, French, Germen, Drewing, Music, 

Painting, etc. 

Senior cless: 

Orthography, Reeding, Writing, Arithmetic, Geogrephy, 
Hi story, Gremmer, Neturel Philosophy, Morel Philosophy, end 
Mentel Philosophy, Antiquities, Chemistry, Astronomy, 

Geology, Biology, Rhetoric, Criticism, Composition, end 
Methemet i cs, Let in, French, Germen, Drewing, Music, 

Painting, etc. 

A u gust e Fem el e Semi n e ry, 1 8 5 2: 

s p e 11 i n g, Re e di n g, W ri ti n g, E 1 em en t e ry Drew i n g, G rem mer, 

Ancient Geography, Arithmetic, Hi story, Composition, 
Neturel Hi story, Neturel Philosophy, Physi al ogy, Let in, 

Algebra, Geometry, Chemistry, Boteny, Geology, Astronomy, 
Logic, Rhetoric, Mentel Philosophy, Morel Philosophy, 
Physicel Geogrephy, French, Drewing, Peinting, Embroidery, 

Pi eno, Guiter. 

(This dete is teken from the report cerd of Miss E. T. Pilson. 
The subjects underlined ebove ere the ones in which she wes 

enrolled in 1852.) 



Broaddus Female Academy, Fredericksburg, 1853-1854: 
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Reeding, Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammer, History, 

Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Rhetoric, Logic, Geometry, 

Al gebre, Parsing, Ane logy, Morel Science, Bible, French. 

"The Latin Language is taught, if desired, by,e respectable 

number of pupils." "Piano music, with other ornamental 

branches amply provided for.N 

Female Collegiate Institute, Buckingham, 1839: 

Prep a re to ry course: 

Reeding, Writing, Spelling, English Grammer, Geography, 

Modern Hi story, A rit h me ti c through vu l g er f rec ti on s, Let i n, 

Greek, Mythology. 

Co 11 egi ete D epertment, cl essi cal course: 

F;rst class: Latin, Greek, Ancient History, Arithmetic, 

My tho logy, Ancient Geography. 

Second class: Let in, Greek, Algebra, English Grammer, 

Persing, Geometry, Geology, Philosophy of Natural History. 

Jun;or class: Let in, Greek, Trigonometry, Natural 

Philosophy, Chemistry, Geography of the He evens. 

Sen;or class: Let in, Greek, Logic, Mentel Philosophy, Morel 

Science, Political Economy, Exposition of the Constitution, 

Rhetoric, Polite L itereture, Pol it i eel Cl essbook, Evidences 

of Christi eni ty, Botany. 

Collegiate Department, English course: 

F;rst class: Arithmetic, Ancient Hi story, Geology, 

Philosophy of Natural History, Ancient Geography, 

Geography of the Heavens, Mythology, English Grammer with 

Parsing. 

Second class: Algebra, Political Economy, Natural 

Philosophy, Geometry, Exposition of the Constitution, 

Chemistry. 

Sen;or class: Trigonometry, Grammer of Logic end Mentel 

Philosophy, Morel Science, Pol it i eel Cl essbook, 
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Mensuret ion, Grammer of Rhetoric end Polite L itereture, 
Evidences of Christi enity, Botany. 

Ornamental branches: French, Spanish, Music, Drewing, 
Landscape Pei nti ng, Ori entel Tinting. 

Female Collegiate Institute, Buckingham, 1852: 
English course: 

First class: English Grammar, Arithmetic, Modern History, 
Modern Geography, A 1 gebra, Ancient Geography, Mythology. 
Second c Jass: A 1 gebre, Chemistry, Natural Hi story, 
Ancient Hi story, Geometry, Natural Philosophy, Botany, end 
Physiology. 
Senior class: Morel Science, Trigonometry, Mensuration, 
Lo g i c, Rh et o ri c, Mi n ere 1 o g y. Mente 1 Sci enc e, Ev i den c es of 
Christianity, Geology, One Modern Language, Bible Lessons 
on Sundays, Vocal Music 4 days/week. 

Classical course is the same es the English course with the 
addition of Latin end Greek. 

Hoge·s Boerding end Dey School for Young Ledjes, Richmond, 1848: 
A 11 branches pertei ni ng to e thorough English educet ion, 

together with enci ent end modern 1 engueges, music end 
drawing. 

Southern Femel e Institute, Richmond, 1853: 

Juniors: 
M en t e 1 Phi 1 o sop h y, Eth i cs, Hi story, A rit h met i c , A 1 g e b re, 
Geometrg, Natural Philosophy (general mechanics, 
mechanics of solids, liquids, airs, acoustics, thermotics, 
e 1 e ct ri city, me g net i s m end opt i cs.) 

Seniors: 
Morel Philosophy, Rhetoric, Belles Lettres, Philosophical 
Criticism, Trigonometry, Anal yt i eel Geometry, She des, 
Shadows end Perspective, Orgeni c end I norgeni c Chemistry. 

Languages: 



Letin, French, Spenish, Germen, ltelien. 

Velley Femele Institute, Winchester, 1857-1858: 
Preperetory Depertment: 
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Reed i n g, W ri ti n g, Sp e 11 i n g, Geog rep h y end Me p Drew i n g, 

Mentel Arithmetic, end English Gremmer. 
Acedemi c Depertment: 

r;rst class: Reeding, Writing, Spelling, Written 
A rit h met i c, Engl i sh G rem mer, Pe rs i n g, G e ogre p h y, H i s to ry 
of the U.S., Hi story of Engl end. 

Second c Jass: Reeding, Writing, Spe 11 i ng, Ane l ysi s end 
Persing, Higher Arithmetic, French, Let in, English 
Composition. 

Coll egi ete Depertment: 

Sophomore class: Physi eel Geogrephy, Algebra, Natural 

Hi story, French, Leti n, Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene, 

end Boteny. 
Jun;or class: Netural Philosophy, Mentel Philosophy, 
Ancient Hi story, Greek, Leti n, Chemistry (with 

experiments), Rhetoric and Astronomy. 

Senior class: Political Economy and Logic, Evidences of 

Christianity, Elements of Criticism, Greek, Moral Science, 

Geometry, Trigonometry, Geology, Mineralogy. 

Germen, ltelien or Pieno mey be substituted for Greek. 

Drewing, Painting, Embroidery, etc. can be pursued along 

with the ebove topics but may not be substituted for any 

other courses. 

Young Ladies· Seminery, Prince Edwerd Courthouse, 1834: 

First year: 
Reading, Writing, Spe 11 i ng, Composition, Arithmetic, 

English Gremmar, Geography, Netural History, History of 

the U.S. 
Second year: 



69 

Reeding, Writ i ng,-Spel ling, Composition, Arithmetic, 

English Grammer, Geography, Rhetoric, Ancient end Modern 

History, Neturel Philosophy, Chemistry, Botany, Mineralogy, 

Geo l o g y, Al g e b re, Geometry. 

Third yeer: 

Reed i n g, Writ i n g, Sp e 11 i n g, Compos it i on, Net u rel Th e o l o g y, 

Alge bre, Geometry, B oteny, Mi nere logy, Geology, In te 11 ect ue l 

Phi l o sop h y end Log i c, Ev i den c es of Ch ri st i en it y, Mo rel end 

Pol it i eel Philosophy end Astronomy. 

I n st ru c ti on el so g i v en i n An c i en t end Modern Leng u e g es, Musi c, 

Pei nt i ng, Drewing end Seri pture Hi story. 
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M e ry ? to R ob bi e ? , 8 O ct ob er 1 8 5 3. Uni dent i f i e d Letter (Ms S 2 Un 
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Papers, Vi rgi ni a Hi stori eel Society. 
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