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the edge of the sea (2010-12)

For saxophone quartet and pre—recorded sounds

“...the edge of the sea remains an elusive and indefinable boundary...crossed by
winding, water filled gullies and here and there holding shallow pools left by the tide, I
was filled with awareness that this intertidal area, although abandoned briefly and
rhythmically by the sea, is always reclaimed by the rising tide. Contemplating the
teaming life of the shore, we have an uneasy sense of communication of some universal
truth that lies just beyond our grasp. For the differences I sense in this particular instant
of time that is mine are but the differences of a moment, determined by our place in
the stream of time and in the long rhythms of the sea.”

The title of this music and the preceding quotes are from Rachel Carson’s “the Edge of
the Sea”. The system I developed to compose this music was inspired by fieldwork in
the intertidal zone of Acadia National Park. The work exists because of the parks
Artist-in-Residence program and has been donated to the Park Service. This music was
written for, and dedicated to my dear friend Michael Straus. All sounds, other than the
instrumental sounds found in this music, were recorded in Acadia National Park during
July and August 2010.

Notes for the performers:

This music uses traditional and proportional notation. The proportional notation is
bound by measures. Each proportional notation ‘measure’ is 4 seconds in duration. The
physical sound of keys clicking should be extra audible during all short, single sound
events. This music contains a number of “to nothing” (1.) and “from nothing” (2.)
symbols. There is one trill situation. This trill is a timbral trill that uses alternate
fingerings of the notated pitch. Breathe when needed. Several multiphonics are used in
the alto and tenor parts of this music. Detailed information regarding these multiphon-
ics follows this note. In the score, the Daniel Kientzy multiphonic numbers and finger-
ings are included above each multiphonic, which are also indicated by diamond note
heads.The alto player needs to ‘trigger in’ the pre-recorded sounds using a midi/USB
foot pedal. These sound events are labeled with trig. in the score. Please let me know if

you have any questions. [eid5ey(@yvirginia.edul]
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transposing score

The Edge of the Sea

For Michael Straus
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