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~  lake: for string quartet (2011)
Erik DeLuca

Lake features musical material that slowly "grows" over time. This form mimics a very specific
belief circulating amongst park rangers and guests of Isle Royale National Park that the

subtle environment there slowly comes into “focus”. This musical fabric, which is comprised of
pitch material generated from a spectral analysis of foghorns that sound in the park, is
superimposed with selections from an 8mm silent film that was made on the island in 1956 by life
lessee Philip R. Gale. Including this silent film was a political statement that I wanted to make
after becoming knowledgeable about “life lessee” politics and policies established by the park

service.
Notes for the performers:

Throughout this music I use natural harmonics to compose a “harmonic scrim”. These harmonics
should be as quietly as possible. They are written at sounding pitch. The pizzicatos should be
played as loud as possible without “snapping”. The tempo of this music should ebb and flow
between the 55-65 MM. Please let me know if you have any questions. [eid5ey(@virginia.edu]



lake: for string quartet (2011) Erik DelLuca

revised in 2013 specifically for Friction Quartet
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