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ARTIST

There are in the field of litera-

nce,the critical and

rst belongs the iconoclast,the re-
former,the satirist,vhose business it is to analyse,to dis-

ainst recognized codes,

a vitriolic mocker of

;
of the blue pencil,rarely offering constructive assistance

)
¢

to society,and interested in tearing things to pieces in
't =

order to examine their contents.The creator on the other

hand takes no part in this sort of setion:his aim is rather

to synthetise,to build up,to evente.He eares nothing for

eriticism for its own sake,because he is too busy evolving

and developing to waste his time in destroying.His work

it is which lasts and gives pleasure and benefit,if he is

A L
mar, o

ierations of people;he it is who
t

beauties of life,and reproduces
211 men to see;and his work will 5ti1l be known when all of

and forgotten.It is easy to

his little critics are dead
condemn what an artist has done;it igs a different matter

to follow in his wake,and yourself do gsomething worthy of
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his name.
One of the modern ereators of literature
most prowocative of interest is James M.Barrie.Owing to
his delicate fancy,his tender sympathy,and his refined
style,he has been severely attacked by certain gentlemen
of opposite tastes,being called by them a sentimental cat-
erer to popular emotion,a shallow second-rale journalist,
clever in playing upon the moods of the masses,but of no
lasting worth;a good enough author for women and children,

but not fit for men.Vet it is the opinion of some that

[v1]

arrie,with all his sentiment,with all his understanding
of women and children,is not the weakly emotionalist above
described.There is much in his novels and plays of interest
and of value to men,even to the big intellectual sirong
men of the eritics® dream.To be sure,Barrie has a certain
lightness of touech,a refinement of feeling,which would
hardly be appreciated by bloodthirsty young Titans of the
George Nathan typr.They prefer some-one who shows them
only the gloom of life,the horrific and sordid side,which
is as untrue to reality as is the sunny optimism of a
Pollyanna.Barrie,as a profound student of human nature,
mingles his sunlight and shadow,following the plan of good
Wother Ceres herself--and indeed,that of Shakespeare,and

a dozen other notables.He usually does this in such a way
that you laugh with a cateh in your throat;therefore when
the wor@is,humour and pathos,are mentioned,you at once
think of Barrie,This little Scotsman has so well learned
the art of playing on your heartstrings,that by the magic

of his touch he can call forth joy and sorrow in a trice,
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f-=The Function of Criticism-llatthew Arnolid.

so that they come hand in hand in all his works,even as
they do in life.Vatthew Arnold has said,"It is becaus

5

“Heine writes with so much wit and so much pathos that he

is so great a writer." Adding a profound knowledge of human

nature,this might well be said of Barrie.

o

eing a born creator,Barrie believes
in love and rorance,and in laughter void of bitterness.
Tn this he of course antagonizes the devotee of satire,

-

Shavian or otherwise.Tor Barrie,as an honest workman, franke

1y outs with his beliefs,and presents things as he gees
them,vholesome and sweet,unwarped by cheap cynicism,un-
biassed by fears of what might be said.Not that MR.Barrie
is unaware of what is being said,however;R.L.S.once remark-
ed of him that "there was genius in him,but there was a
journalist at his elbow." He lmows what people like,but

he also has those tastes,and so does not sell his author's

-

birthright for a bit of popularity.A

in spite of this

@

and of his frequent use of irony,Barrie rarely descends to
the smartness of Shaw and his cohorts,preferring to work

alone on his often high level of idealism.

With the qualities of tenderness and wit,

there is in Rarrie a great underlying seriousness,a gravity

artd purpose which is strongly felt in his more important

books.Those eritics who accuse Barrie of rank sentimentalism

and shallow sensationalism have missed the deeper lines of

his thought.His artistry is too subtle and his taste too

@&-The Encyclopoedia Brittanica.







cultivated for them to read him aright.And yet,with all
nis refinement,with all his fantastic stage-craft,Barrie's
plays almost never fail to win over an andience,while his
books are written with a power of characterization and a
charm of interpretation that captivate the reader.It he
does not appeal to the critie personally,still the latter
should not condemm the author when he himself is perhaps

at fault.This is neglecting the principle #f eriticism

laid down by Poe,that a writer ought s to be judged not
as his work does or does not appeal,but as he does or does
not succeed in doing vhat he intended to do.He should be
considered alone,provided that his subject is worthy of his
attention,without reference except to his aims and their
resulis:this is the only fair manner of criticising anyone.
It is also impertant to remember thait s writer should

not be judged by his poorest works alone,simply because

he is a modern,It is his misforiune,in a way,that his books
are all spread on the table,while those of older writers
have been sifted,and the unworthy ones have been allowed

to disappear.The great names in literature are great be-
caugse of their best works;even the lesser men are S0 Ye-
membered,with as little reference as possible to their
literary mistakes.In time Barrie will take his place among
writers of the past,but at present one weapon of the eritics
is his composing of such monstrosities--which they are

to lovers of Barrie--as "Rosy Rapture"and"Der Tag".It would
be fairer to reverse the shield,and recognizing those as
blunders,to criticise seriously his more typical plays,

"The Admirable Crichton","Vhat Every Woman Knows",and
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"p Kiss for Cinderella".A man's misitakes must take a bit
of the glory from his name,but surely need not outweigh
211 of the excellent books he has

James Haf%pr Barrie was born May

n Forfarshire.

(=5

9¢h,I860,in the little village of Firriemuir,

He studied at Dumfries Academy,and later at Edinburgh

in which his "Auld Ticht Idyl first appeared.In IS85 he
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moved to Londo

,"A Window in Thrums" the "Idylls",is

to give "the Ffull measure of Barriets gifts of
humani ty, humour,and pathos,with abuhdanctd evidence of th

and of his original and vernacue-

lar style." Then came *My Lady Wicotine®,"The Little

nally, “Sentimental

Minister",and "¥Margaret Ogilwvy",
Tommy",perhaps his greatest book.There followe "Tommy and
Grizel",of vhich William Lyon Phelps said that "it gave
evidence of perspiration®,as its predecessor did of inspir-
ation;and "The Tittle White Bird",that lovely tale of a
bachelor and a baby,from which sprang the fascinating
Peter Pan®. During 2ll this time,while he was writing of

the peonle of his native ecountry,and of the places he

knew,Barrie was a novelist proper of the I9th century,

usging the literary style of the day,w all its traditions

of Richardsonian sentimentality and slow-moving serials.

--Incyclopoedia Brittaniea.

on Modern Dramatists-William Lyon Phelps.
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should not therefor so much if his books

reflect something of

er the faunlt of

his period.And he is not as bad as he might easily have be-

come at that time,in the wa¥ of of humour

saves him from zbsolute cious

in his sentiment,and this also rescues him from the danger

v upon the emotions
of the reader just for the sake of doing it,he is aware of
the fact,and there is s twinkle in his eyes all the time;

this is often to be seen in “Sent: tal Tommy®,for example
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peasant life inte literature, mitated by many off

his countrymen.They by V.E.Henley,

*Th jl-yard School",after an old Scotch song. Among the

il .;_(.__..._“‘).&a-— 4

stories written by tis school Barrie's tales of Thrums remain

of village

he achieved an almost une

life."With the simplest mate

vet is never forced;and the pathos

endurable pathos,vwhich

is salted with humour le about the moving homeliness of

" 5

the gleams of a vhinsical wit.

nized by CGeorge Meredith,vwho predicted that he was one of

the coming writers.R.L.S he exchanged several

4 5

letters,wrote to him in llows:%You are one of

four that have come tb the front since I was watching and

had 2 corner of my own to watch,and there is no reason,unless

it be in those mysterious tides that ebb and flow,and make

#-=Tneyclopoedia Brittanieca.
xX--Essays on Modern Dramati







and mar and murder the works of poor seribblers,why you

best

should not do wor

same year,of

is bettexr than ®*The

R ARk T, L T | e TL M |l DA el LRI
SOMeilow 1T 1S--Well, 1l read it last s SNYEAY , &

o PP 1
1 atted on

2+

not touch her skirt

letter had any effect is not Imowm,but Barrie ansv

1 and 43 wnep = P S Mt $iBaan oo myn i onth ornTle )
by writing "Sentimental Tommy",the gre atest work &

1e has done

features of Stevenson's owm

1 * - o
the story,whech is of course

the history of the development of a young Scottish genius,

done by 2 master's hand.Barrie had

found himself at last "in medias res.

J--Tigsays on Modern Dramatists-Phelps.
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whom he
Mary","Quality
m

nwlaga B
plays, "I

beloved

18 "Legend

taken

er man of genius

.However it ig,Barrie holds

.Clayton

modern dramatists..

1mude Adams to interpret

sptional actres

vica,as Charles Frohman.

his plays,and such a producer,A€ in

however could have done little unless Barrie himself

th the best material.The last of British

vtion in the Dra
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to be
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as vell as a

ts,he never
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out of the seroll of mighty artists,but this fact alone
could not deny his genius.Either a man has the Infinite
Spark or he has it not;we of his own period cannot declare

whethey his future alone can

determine th: be condemned for

purity in subject-matter,despite the apparent trend of

In order more thoroughly to under-

mportant to know something

v in the case of this shy

little man with the deep grave eyes,T
a speaker and so geod a listener.It is,incidentally. im-
possible to mention Barrie the man without also thinking
of his mother,cf whom he has written beautifully,if rather

e it was who taught him

e suppliked him with

most of what he knows aboutl women;:

that he could not keep her out of his

though he tried,she would manage To glip in.

In his intrhduction to "A Window in Thrums®,Barrie says
of Jess,"Anything in her thal was rare or beautiful she

.

had from my mother;the imaginary woman came to me as 1

1 - L% B S . 'y = Avid - A e
loocked into the eyes of the realp one.ind as it is the

love of mother and son that has written everything ol mine

hnat is of any worth,it was natural that the awful horror

of an untrue son should dog my thoughts and call upon me

to paint the picture.That,I believe now, though I had no

jdes of it at the time,is how "A Window in Thrums"came

f~Thtroduction to a Window in HrunS=--Barric.
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Rarrie has been wise

of his particulay method.Not une

secrets of his trade,:
til somewhat recently has he said a word officially about
his manner of writing or his attitude toward his characters.
De'il take those writers who are forever discussing and
analysing their genius--it kills something vital in the
interest of 21l true artists,and rubs off some of the magie

of their inspiration.There is,however,here and there in

w whiech throws a light

o

Rarrie's books,a bit of autobiogre

his attitude towaxrd his charace

s manner of W

ters and himself.Perhaps own early attemp

excerpt from "The Little

to write is to be
ﬁ’ Mnister®:"Up here in the green Bchoolhouse,after my pupils

there comes to me at times,and so

am infucing my tea,a hot de-

sudden that

hour afterwards I rise,

gsire to write great
beaten,from my desk,flinging all I have written into the

b |

five(rescuing some of it on second thot t).And curse my-

gelf as an inglenook man,for I see that one can only paint

on T wish to have

!

he himself has felt,and in my pa

3

all the vices,even to being en impious man,that I &

3

describe them bet! rdoned.It comes

to nothing in the ckenish®.

"When a Man'

Single®,Barrie further explains his relation to his char-
M

X acters:"Once they fall in love there is no saying what

can plan out

your heroes will do..

i ™y 2 rre - i - -
fe-The Little Winister--Barrie

X--When a Man's Single--Barrie.







their story beforehand as clearly as though it were a raile
way journey,and thse original design..

scenario-~but I was

They draw up what

3
gpend a greal deal of time indeed in
Toac mark it with red

Come back,

instantily,becau

r nimself T

could, therefore,s
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L

alkes us

his mammer of writ-
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7 ing to Mr.John Williams in thi ay:"It is my contemptible

w
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weakness that if I a character smiled vacuously,I must

smile vacuously;if he frowms or leers,I frown or leer;

he is a coward or given to contortions,I cringe,or

w with him,eat with him,and gnaw my moustache

I suddenly terrif:

of the astonishing

| 44]
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who is a dozen perst

rmst deteriorate;but that is a subject I may wisely edge

from." Barrie is not alone in this method;Henri Beecque,

the French realist,alse used it,notably while he was writing

hig mesterpiece,"Les Corbesux.Becque usecd teo

a large mirrow to go through his

This reality of characters is

perhaps a pesult of 1ity,0f his intense inter-

est in people,and their joys and distresses.It is also an

attribute of his creative mind.And in these paintings of

his absolute

Tonmy or

vet 20 human as to live for
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everycne wno knows them.Thig is a

of greatness,to
create convincing characters.
John Williams in speaking of Barrie

he man whom ter titles ecannot draw out of that

ff==Century,88,
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with an idea or a character before using them in greater
detail.This is another proof of his being a careful and
resourceful artist.

Whether in novels or on the
stage,Barrie is at his best in deseribing and interpreting
human nature.Here his tremendous knowledge of mankind

raises him into a high rank.He is a close observer of men

and women,and has an almost uncanny knowledge and understand-

ing of them.His mother's training was good,for he knows
womenZ as well as Meredith does,and has a deep sympathy for
them,particularly for the mothers,of whom he always writes
so tenderly.Here again,with even his most beloved charac-
ters,he uses the comic spirit.Vhile he laughs at people
and their foibles,it is never an unkind laugh,and he does
not love them the less for all his amusement.In this he
reveals his breadth of view and bigness of heart,with a
fine insight and a splendid tolerance.In "The Little Minise
ter",Barrie says,"I am always marvelling over the clever-
ness of women",and in "Sentimental Tommy",he deseribes
the essential womanliness of Grizel.Even during her play
in the Den the following conversation oecurred:
Grizel:"I spurn thy gifis,unhappy man,but if there are
holes in--"
Tommy :"(Miss that common bit out.I canna thole it.)"
Grizel:"(I like it.)If there are holes in the garments
of thy loyal followers,I will come and mend them,
and I have a needle and thread in my pocket.(Tommy,
there is another button off your shirt8Have you

got the button?)" :
x—The Li#!l” H’?in'fy_f:?.r ~ PBorrie,

#--Sentimental oy — aTYie,







Again,when Grizel is bustling about Aaron's cottage,redding
up,with the inmates safely out of the way,Barrie,noting
#7hcr intent seriousness,remarks,"It is an inferior woman

who has a sense of humour when there is a besom in her

1and®. Here Barrie shows his observant nature,as well as
his understanding of womankind,and his sympathy for them.
He can laugh,as in the Den scene,but i¥ is a tender laugh.
In "The Legend of Leonora",Barrie shows further his know-
ledge of men and women;he describes man as lover of conven-
tion,who needs and therefore makes laws,while woman does
not require them;they do not exist for her if she feels a
need for behaving in a manner contrary to them.Woman,for
Barrie, is more truly sensible and more humane than man,
beecauge less law-abiding and conventional.Partly because
of his devotion to his mother,Barrie,in "The Little Vhite
Bird",professes to like old women better than young ones,
and elaims that he cannot "see a likely Yyoung creature

A without impatiently considering her chances for fifty-two".

X Fe continues, "0h,you mysterious girls,when you are fifty-
two we shall find you out;you must come into the open then.
If the mouth has fallen sourly yours is the blame;all the
meannesses your youth concealed have been gathering in
your face.But the pretty thoughts and sweet ways and dear,
forgotten kindnesses linger there also,to bloom in your
twilight like evening primrosges."

In "A Window in Thyums®,inspired

#--Sentimental Tommy--Barrie.

X==The Little White Bird--Barrie.
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23
as usual by his mother ,Barrie makes the love of Jess for
her son a beautiful and selfless thing,reflecting what he
knew Margaret Ogilvy feld for him.Aad in "The Little Minis-
ter" once more the mighty love of Barrie and his mother
shines out in that of Margaret and Gavin Dishart.One of
the loveliest of all Barrie's mothers is Alice,in "Alice-
Sit-by-the-Fire",and her devotion to her daughter,as well

as the author's sympathetic understanding of a mother's

'.3,

eart,is given in her speech to her husband:"Amy has come

# to a time in her life when she is neither quite a girl nor

J,rD

quite a woman.There are dark places before us at that age
through vhich we have to pick our way without much help.

I can conceive dead mothers haunting those places to watch
how their child is to fare in them.Very frightened ghosts,
Robert.I have thought of how I was to be within hail of

my girl at this time,holding her hand." Like this is a
pagsage in "The Little White Bird":"The only ghosts,I believe
who creep into this world,are dead young mothers,returned

to see how their children fare”,and Barrie shows the affeg-
tion given in response by the child,"The God to whom little
boys say their prayers has a face very like their mother's"”,
although,in "Peter and Wendy",the lost boys knew,"in vhat
they ecalled their hearts that one can get on quite well
without a mother,and that it is only mothers who think

you can't." Fathers have some part and lot in their children,
and some need of them,as in "Dear Brutus","Men need Baugh-
ters;especially artists”,but they are not quite of the
E--Alice-Sitnby-the-Firen-Barrie.

x--Thc Little Vhite Bird--Barrie.

$--Peter and | endy—~B3rrle.
ﬂ--Dear ﬂvutus-~?@rr1e.
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same importance to Barrie,which fact may again be referred
to his own mother.

That Barrie is a believer in
marriage we find in the remark of Doctor McQueen,in "Tommy

o]

irizel®.He says,"The chief lesson my life has taught

is that they are poor critturs,the men who do not marry",

and we suppose,knowing Barrie,that the unmarried women are

3

even poorer.But he never amuses himself at the expe of
these unfortunates,but rather pities them,as in "Sentimental
Tomny",where it is said of Ivie MeLean, "Like most of his

S sex he was unaware that a woman is never too old to love

to be loved:if they do know it,the mean ones among them

~

tod knows why)their wives laugh."
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In regard to married life Barrie
very sensibly divides the sponsibility equally between
husband and wife;In the "Twelve-Pound Look",he gives the
women's side of it,in rather bitter satire for Barrie.lere

Kate,the first wife,says to her forxm husband, of mcn,}

"Haven't you heard of them? They are something finejan
every wioman is loath to admit that her husband is not one.
hen she marries,even though she has been a very trivial
person,there is in her some vague stirring towards a worthy

1ife,as well as a fear of her capacity for evil.She knows

i

her chance lies in him.If there is something good in him,
what is good in her finds it,and they Jjoin foreces against

3

the baser parte.” This throws most of the responsibility

#-=Tommy and Grizel--Barrie.

Gy

- Sentimental Tommy--Barrie.

$-~The Twelve-Pound Look--Barrie.




—_
LT




upon the man,but Barrie evens it Dearths,in

"Dear Brutus®,where it is the woman's fault that all does

not go well.They do,however,pick up the pieces in the end,

and we know that they finally win out over the "baser parts".

1
. |

things all show Barrie's close stud

y of every fact,

o

of every character,of every phase of life which he uses

is

ction,

g love,and after

how good

many years they may rise to this.It is the grand proof of

the goodness of human nature,for it means that the more

we see of each other the more we find that is lovable.If

A

you would ceage to dislike a man,try to get nearer his

heart.® Love,to Barrie,does not mean simply love of man

+1

and woman,not merely sentimental affection,but something

1 N T4

deeper and finer.In "Tomny and Grizel",he says,"It is

a2

when we are those we love that our noblest

thoughts come to us,and the more worthy they are of our
1+

love,the nobler the thought,hence it is that no-one has

who has not loved God." Being a

done the geeatest w

cot,Barrie must believe in religion and in education,

ng,something in his favour.He pays a
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tribute to the Scottish home and to the Scottish love of
those two things,espeeclally eduecation,in his Rectorial

!

when he mays,"Mighty are the Universities of Scote

land,and they will prevail.But emen in your highest exult-
ations never forget that they are not four,but five.The

greatest of them is the poor,proud homes you come out of,

]
ete.
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Courage;a Rectorial Addre
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“#--A Vindow in Thrums--Barrie. y-?}wnm? and @w;za/— Barrie






26
which said so long ago:'There shall be education in the
land.' She,not ST.Andrew's,is the oldest University in
Scotland,and all the others are her whelps." Being a

Scot,Barrie,has some of the same spirit,and while he
sometimes seems to lack firmmness,as in "llary<Roze™,he has
bone in most of his works.

Barrie has a great deal of sentiment
about love of the other sort,and lovers,but he has mich
common sense and wisdom as well.His fondness for the sube

¢s an opportunity for saying rat

vet in this old world

f= 5
)

has been said.An

we could not get aleng without love.It is a great force
and must be reckoned with.Barrie sees thid,and attacks the
subject like a man,a very sympathetic man but not an

absolutely soft gentimentalist .He knows that love entails

i B
Bacrii

ice and suffering,that it is not all May-time.This

e nmy

s shown in the love of Gavin and Babbie,in 1

L]
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Minister",in the love of the Dearths,in "Dear Brutus",and
in the love of Lady Mary and Crichton,in "The Admirable
Crichton™,to quote a few examples.

In "The Little Minister®,Barrie

«%ﬁ'saya,“zcve is not blind.It is an extra eye,vhich shows

us what is most worthy of regard.To see the best is to

sce most clearly,and it is a lover's privilege." In "Tommy

d this:"lo man needs pity,who sincerely

1

new and more beautiful world forevermore." From the same

oves;whether that love be returned or no,he walks in a

#=-The Little Minister--Barrie.

X HfT;“Hﬂt/ and Grizel- -







X book we find that "the crowning glory of loving and being
loved is that the pair make no real progress;however farx
they have advanced intc the enchanted land during the day

they mist start again from the frontiexr next morning.”

In regard to the woman's poBition,Barrie mu
om hig mother.From "The Little

woman is so

to love,for

no love but this.She

And in the love of Babbie for old Wannie,in the first-named

each other,

ring, "Woman is not undeveloped yout someth

in "Sentim

afore a woman that's fond

being anything except like hersel':" alsgo here,"All deeent

7 . " A ow s - 5 - -
J women,laddie,has a horror of being fought about.I'm no

that's Just the difference atween guid anes

is almost an echo of Ibsen's "Doll's

#==The Little Minister--Barrie,
X--Tommy and Grizel--Barrie.
S--Sentimental Tommy--Bar rie.
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Admirable Crichton'

®--Tommy and Grizel--

Every







tocracy--and

There is much

Lacubey

4 Ladyv Merx ¢
|‘ [ b § PUM &+

i ot maa s ¥
LvIricliton:

relations of m
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d,but whose courage does not fail them in the end;

fm=The Admireble Crichton--Barrie.
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tiny burn,and by its side is a pink path,dyed this pretiy

colouy,perhaps,by the blushes the ladies leave behind

them,The bumm as it passes Cuttle Tell,which stands

up.Well

only & 8pring

3 -- T o
maks about

ag mich stir in at a fly.

They say that if a boy,by meking a bowl

ghould

a gpring thab will

thread her neelle at tle sp

not wait a moment™,This ig quite as etty and as good

description as anything in Galt or theolder Scotch writers,

and shows thalBarrie noted snd loved all of nature,as a
great artist should,and as a crestor §f literature is al-
most obliged tc do.

In When o Mem's Single" we
..}' . - . . »
-'-'-',-\m": sentiment and desecription inteminglié d even mole

charmingly : "Has

looked in the face of old Rob's son,

d beautiful

s

and then a strange ing happened.To the

wizened gStone-breaker it was no longer the sombre Vhinny
hill that lay befeore him.Two bare-fooited herd-laddies were
on the green fields of adjoining farme .The moon looking
over the hills found them on their razged backs,with the
cows runching by their side.They had grerym defferent boys,
nor knew why,among the wild roses of red and white,and

trampling neck~hilgh among the ferns.Hagcart saw ence again







the raspbe#ry bushes they hagd

gleaming in the grass.Rob had provided the bent pin with

which Tammas had lured his fivst

to land,and Tammas
in return had invited him to thraw the neck of a doomed
hen.They had wandered hand-in-hand through thristy grass,
when scythes whistled in the corn-fields,and larks trilled
overhead,and braes were golden with broom".This is slmost
prose poetry,and though in Barrie 's earlier style,gives
promise of ity later perfection,as is particularl¥ seen

in "Sentimental Tommy",

Barrie is one of those lucky
ones who have kept the heart of a child.Therefore he under-
Stands children as well as any man writing today,and better
than most of them.He knows the workings of their minds,
be they large,as in "Alice-Sit-by-the-Fire",or small,as
in "Peter and Wendy".This is one reason why critics gpeak
of Barrie with an indulgent smile,because he pleases his
young audience.They must ¥4 not know that boys and girls
make a most exacting public;it is no small feat to have
captured these young folk by the charm of "Peter Pan",And
besides,being popular with children and people of innocent
minds does notprove Barrie to be altogether childish and
unfit for adult perusal.As may be seen by any thoughtful
reader of his plays and novels,and as this paper attempts

to prove,Barrike's knowledge of mankind extends beyond childy

psy@hology;he is essentially for those who,like himself,

have retamed enoupgh of the magie of thildhood bo be fanci-

ful and whimsical and simplehearted;there is about him a







gweetness and sineeriiy as of youth.But there is algo
plenty of hard sense,plenty of thagedy,and many living

human characters who demand

Like the author of that little
magterpiece, "The Young Visiters",Barrie in his children's
tales expresses himself like a e¢hild purposely,as in
"Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens®,"Chestnut-blossoms

alls into your mug as you ace drinking.Quite common
children pienic here also,and the blossom falls into
their mugs just the same".The same sort of writing is

geen in the description of the Big Penny,in the Gardens;

" "She was the most celebrated baby of the Gardens,and

lived in a palace all alone,with ever so many dolls,so
pepple rang the bell,and up she got sut of her bed, though
it was past six o'clock,and she lighted a candle and
opened the door in her nighty,and then they all cried
with great rejoicings,"Hail,Queen of IEngland!"® What
puzzled David most was how she knew where the matches
wepe kept.The Big Penny is a statue about her".

In "Dear Brutus",Deaxth says,"The
laugh that children are born with lasts just so long as
they have perfect faith",and Barrie explains the atti-
tude of the child in "Peter and Wendy",when Hook breaks
the laws of fair fighting and bites Peter:"NWot the pain
of this but its unfairness was what dazed Peter.It made
him quite helpless.He could only stare,horrified.Every
child is affected thus the first time he is treated un-

fairly.All he thinks he has a right to when he comes to

Yo _Pf_o.,'r‘ BT—LT-l?_‘ L""“"' .
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x-—reter and “endy--Barrle.
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you to be yours is fairnese,

After you have been unfaiyx

to him he will love you a2gain,but he will never after.
wards be the same boy.leo«one ever gets over the first
unfairness®.This is from a2 small boy's heart:"The swecte-
est craft that slips her moorings in the Round Pond is
mat is ealled a stick-boat,because she is rather 1like
until she is in the waier and you are holding the
string".¥For smaller children are the fairy parts of the
Peter Pan suite,airy fancies which captivate youngsters
and charm certain grow-ups.lhe leverliand in "Peter and
Wendy" is a periect piciure of the inside of a boy's mind.
And not only boys and girles have Neverlaznds.In "Sentiment-
al Tommy",after Tommy's wondrous tales of Thrums,Shovel
pighed, "I allers knowed as there were sich a beauty place,
but I didn't jest know its name'.'How could yer know?!

Tomny asked jealously;'I ain't sure, 'said Shovel, 'per-

haps I dreamed on it'.'That's it, 'Tommy eried,'l tell yer,
everybody dreams on itl!'"™And Tommy wag yight;everybody
dreams of it,though not all call it Thrums,"Some of the
most delightful parts of "Sentimental Tomny“are found in
the Jacobite Rising in the Den;Corp furnishes much oi the
enjoyment, though unconseciously,as when he says, "Cheep one
gsingle cheep,and it will be thy hinmost,methinks] "be-
lieving that methinks is a terrible Jacobite oata.

This is as delicious as the
second att of "A Kiss for Cinderella',when ithe King and

Queen,as a sign of royaliy,have straps to hang on,like

(Y

those in streetcars.And when the King announmes the royal
feast:"There is a paper bag for each, containing two sande
¥-—a kei g9 f—or Cin derefja—~ Parrie .,

--wcuer Pan in Kensin ton Gardens--Barri
gen'tlmenbal IIO!—GI--U.__‘ 34 : B-=DalTlie.







with superb uppers will come in--as
sure of the prize as if 'Delicious'was pinned on her--and

then forwmard steps the Lord lMayor,and utte:

be heard excepd tne Prince crying,

barrieism {(this word proves his

are the bars on nursery

&1,

the reason children lose fiye

begin to doubt vhether they can do it."The reason

birds can

we can't is gimply that they have
srfect faith,for Bo have faith is to have wings®.His

Wendy" :"OLfL we

+h

the world,which is what children are,bu

' - 2

go attractive;
and we h%&ve an entively selfish time,and then when we
have need of especial attention we nobly return for it,

confident that we shall be rewarded instead of puni
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thig.Barrie's knowledge
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¢0 nNis CcYross

As humour is one of Baryie's

strong peinits,it appears everyvlieve in uis

any varying Gegrees,ivom ile moxe Joking,vwiiiech
yet is never broaq, in Tamuas Haggart's howme fox geniuses,
as related in % in Thruns",to B e most delicate=
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compartment,

so she just pushes Lim out ol tiae n,and closes it.

0f course this did poil happen,vuv 1%

ed ii Leonors had done wihat

tions in this play are you appre-

#a==Sentimental Tommy--Barrie.
x=--0uality Street--Barrie.

T«-The Legend of Leonora--Barrie.
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of the best are those in "Alice-Sit-by-the-Fire",as,
" "Near the door is a large screen,such as people hide
behind in the more ordinary sort of play;it will be inter-
esting to see whether we can resist the temptation to

hide someone behind it".Here also Barrie explains the
difference between writing novels and writing plays,
showing that he himself is conscious that his work is not
the same in both branches.In "What Every %oman Enows",a
nice bit is this:"(John)wears tweeds, just as he would do
in hié native cuuntry where they (the English) would be

in kilts.Like many another Scot,the first time he ever saw
e kilt was on a Sassenach;indeed kilts were only invent-
ed,like golf,to draw the English north". "The Admirable
Crichton" has lovely sarcasm in the deseription of
Crichton on the island;giving the different indications,
as of hands,nails,etc.,that he is of a superior breed--
"Suech signs,as has often been pointed out,are infallible".
In "A Kiss for Cinderella",we leamrn of IMr.Bodie that

"He is a paintep for the nicest of reasons,that it is de=-
lightful to live and die in a messy studio;for our part,
we too should have become & pdinter had it not been that
we always lost our paint-box".The second act of this play
abounds in such remarks,and the picture of the ball-room
and the peopke therein is the equal if not the superier of
the like scene in "The Young Visiters". "Quality Street"
contains two good examples of this form of Barrie's art:
YSpicer wanders away ghoomily, takes too much to drink,and
ultimately becomes a general";and here,"Blades(who has had

no intention of offering,but is suddanly carried off his

— Quality Street—- Barrie . y~The Admireble CriehTon- Barrie.

ff==Al1ice<Sit-by-the-Tire-=Barri
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y feet by the excellence of the opportunity,which is no
doubt responsible for many proposals.)". The opening para-

graphs of "Dear Brutus",with the fantastic flower-garden

just outside the window,give exactly the eerie feeling
that is important to make you begin the play itself with
the right amount of apprehension.There are dainty bits of
desceription and characterization throughout the play,
which make you wonder how you could fully enjoy the act-
ed versbon without first becoming familiar with the
written one.In "The Will","The Twelve-Pound Look",and
"Rosalind",the same thing is true,and of course the open-
ing of "Vhat Every Woman Knows"has become almost classic
to lovers of Barrie.

There is some irony,scarces
1y satire,all through Barrie's writings;it is not bitter
enough for genuine satire,even in "The Will","The Twelve-
Pound Look",and "Dear Brutus".It is rather as if Barrie
says, "They are ondy human after all,and this might well
be you or I instead of these people".Barrie is never
eruel,but he is #$trong sometimes,and painfully true,as in
"Sentimental Tommy",of which Phelps said,"It is one of the
,X most brilliant and one of the most unpleasant books of
our time;unpleasant because it tells us what we really are
"The Will" shows Barrie as more of a realist than any of
his other plays--or at least he does not here surround his

realism with the glamour of romance.Lovers of his charm

—HeaPegr—Rruiug=wBarrie.

x-=-The Advanee of the English Novel--Phelps.

e ‘fumhf7 Itreel ~~ Barrie.
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will be disappointed in this play,while devotees of
Strindberg,even of the great Ibsen,will rather welcome it.
This is not one of his begt;it has not the light touch, the
delicate humour and love of humanity,which is found in
Barrie in his most typical books."Alice=Sit-by-the-Fire"
contains some delichous irany,as in the conversation be-
tween Cosmo and Amy;
ﬁf'ﬂo :"Heredity?That's drink,isn't it?2"
Amy:"No,you boy!It's something in a play.Itmeans that if
we know ourselves well,we know our varents also."
And in Ginevra's exposition of the drama,"The real plays
A are always about a lady and two men;and alas,only one of
: them is her husband.That is Life,you know.It is cealled the
0dd,odd triangle." "Quality Street",with all its tender-
ness,is a slight "satire" on the olden days,and on the
quaint maiden ladies of those olden sgzhools,as when Miss
Phoebe and Miss Susan disecuss the dashing Brown,or algebra - -
ﬂ "What is algebra exactly? One of those three-cornered things?
"It is X-y=2+4y and things like that.And 211 the time you
are saying they are equal,you feel in wvour heart,why should
they be?" And yet Barrie loves these old ladies and gentle-
men,with their formal manners;he Roves everything thathas
to do with peoplg,in fact,and can make something beautiful
and interesting out of it all.That is why he can not bhe a
pure satirist;he is too much inteeested in life to care
about pulling it te pieces.He is a creative artist,not a

ecritic.

ff-=-Alice-Sit-by-the-Fire--Barrie.

X-=Quality Street--Barrie.
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Being a true artist,Barrie works

not for fame but for love,The fame has come,but he shrinks

from public laudation,and prefers living to himself to

being a drawing-room lion.Nor does he work f#¥ with money

6t chayrm of

London is that #m its streets "you can eat penny buns withe-
out people's turning round to look at you",the man who
called the penny the most romantge of coins,unless it be the
farthing--this man could never be a slave to money.He says
in "Sentimental Tommy","No men ever attained supreme
eminence who worked for mere luere;such efforts must ever

1

be bounded by base mediocrity.None shall climb high but he
who climbs for love,for in trudh where the heart is,there

alone shall the treasure be found".No cone can accuse Barrie

of "base medboerity";he is too real and too original for
that;and with his heart set on his high art,whoe can gain-
say his eminence as a wyiter?

Barrie has learned well the art
of authorship,and he understands much of the temperament of
a genius,whebher he himself is one or not.0Otherwise he
could never have written "Sentimental Tommy",in which he
deseribes so splendidly the feelings and characteristiss
of a developing writer.As here,"Tommy,who could laugh or
cry perely because other people were laughing or erying,or
even with less reassﬁand S0 natﬁrally that he found it more
difficult to stopthan to begin"--and this padtly bhecause
"he hag a devouring desire to try on otlher people's feelings
as if they were so many suits of clothes".The attitude of a

#~=When a Man's Single--Barrie.

X=--Sentimental Tommy--Barrie.
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geniug toward
any other cove I

first:"Shovel

an awestruck voice

I thinks about myself I'me

¥ makes your face for to

it thinking about the blowout?' No,it

wasg haxdly that,but Tommy could not tell what it was.He and

g of art for art's sake were in the streets that
night,looking for each other";and second,when he is older:

“"He may have laughed at himself before,but this Iuckley

A

is memorable a5 the occasion when he first caught himself

doing it.The joke grew with the years,until sometimes he

laughed in his most emotional moments,suddenly seeing him-
self in his true light.But it had become a bitter laugh by

genius when Grizel cries,

that time%.Again quee the young

T "It is so easy to make up one's mind®, to whichTommy retorts,

"It's easy to you that has just one mind,but if you had as

many minds as I havel"Rather a good explanation of the
genius 6f many men--if it can be called an explanatione--is
7 given by Cathro,who says of Tommy,"Whatever lkmowledge that ¥
boy acquires he willdig out of himself.There is something
at timeg,that is his master,and

rebels against booklearning.No,I bantt tell what it is;
when we Ilnow that we shall know the real Tommy".There must

of something very like genius,at least,in Barrie,

bo enable him to write these things,for he must have felt

most of them himself.

#-=Sentimental Tommy--Barrie.
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There was said to be something of
R.L.S. in this book, just as truly as the¥e was much of

@ in i%.

Barr

puzzles the critics,fascinating them until tk willing

Yo Jjudge him by the great work which he is to write by and
by when all the little books are fimished...It is so mush
eagier to finish the 1ittle wolks hhan te begin the great
one,for whiech we axe all taking notes®-only Barrie did
write hisg gréat movel,"SentimentalTommy".Again Barrie says
of Stevenson,"He expgriments too longi;he is still a boy

be" . lr.Barrie seems bo have found

himgelf,however,on the stage.But Stevensnn had said practi-
cally the same thing of Barrie,before the latter wrote his
tale of Tommy.They were alike in that they were both Scots,
with a keen sense of humour and a great love of life.Barrie

;and a religious sense

., he does not have as in-

est charm.Bo
generally romantic in matérial,though Barric?s not.Barrie
in his novels is modern in this _(JIDCGt that he choss
realistic material,and so surrsunded I and saturated it
with the glamour oﬁrcmance that even the sordid life of
Jean Myles,or the colourless existence of a Thrums weaver,
is full of interest and beauty to the reader.It requires

#ueAn Edinburgh I=leven -« Barrie.







an artist

remarkable

most delight—
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which should

reading him less every year;doub

of c¢reating character,Barrie

while there walk

Jaggie Shand, Se

,and the Admirable
Crichton,to nam

Pomamar P e
lancy.Anc tinen

said of Thomas

ries,to determine®™ . And certainly not for those of

.

of firmmess,Barrie is a worthy craftsman,and an important

creative artist.

We cannot claim greatness for

will prove whether or not he deserves







poet of Rome--Horaece,whose poems are still read and whose
memory is still kepp green.They are both,if not supreme,

at least pleasing and graceful artists,with a unique

charm,and a sane outlook on life.Finally we have humani ty

humour,and pathos,for in these qualities is Barrie found:
andvthe greatest of the three is his humani ty,which may

raise him to the level of our literary gods.

o

that.We may,however,place him side by side with the little

L
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