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Thé Pre-Elizabethan Period,

The first mentiomisnx of the Jews in Englidh literature struek
E the keynote of the tBeatment that had been accorded them by 8o
; 8reat a majarityiot Eoglish ®riters that it may almost be called
unanimous, This treatment very naturall¥ reflected the attitude
Of the REnglish people toward their Jewish neighbors, This atti-
ude was one#hat ¥a8 neither pleasant for the Jews nor creditable
to England, It was one of cruel injustice,antagonism and dispara-
gement, Mew indeed were the authori'who had any kind words for the

unhappy ®*ehosen people*®,

History, The firdy mention,referred to,i8 an allusion to

beR BRI B them found in Bede's#ﬂcclesiaatical Historx{%ritten
in 73I., The rererence'has'neither }iterary or historiecal merit,

It is given simply because it is the first,and because it has.ths
significance,that is-a type, I<¢ has to do with a controversy
that has raged between British and Romish monks upon the highly
importani question of the manner of cutting the monkish tonsure

and of the keeping cf Esster, The Romans,desirous of covering
their British brotheis with infamy accused them of the orimgaihat
onee in seven years they concurred with the Jews in the celebration

of the Fasiter festival,

z€>2he *geriousness® of this charge led doubtless to the edict,pub-

~ lished nine years later by Begbright,Archbishop of York,that "no
Christian shonld presume to Judaigze,or be present at Jewish Iegsts!
Paragraph 146 of *Canonical Excerptiones®,pubd.740 --See appendix A
to Leeture 11,%The Jews in Sreat Britaine®,by Rev.M.Margoliouth,
London 1846,
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fully occupnied with nis professicnal duties, and in a ci
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Preface,

There is no one, perhazs, who realizes the possidle iimiiaw

~ tions of this work more than the writer, I freely cenfess that;'

vhen I undertocok 1t, I had no ddeguate couception of the vasiness

of its scope, or of the fertility of the ground I sought to cover,

#hy I did undertske 1%, or indeed why at all an Ameriean Rabhi,

t

v of lim-

€

itec library facilit ¢a, should nave atiemptsd 40 cover thls phase

- of Inglish Literaiure, with the Atlantic Ccesan vetween him and the

scurce of his material, 1s 5 question apart. The attempt has been

£3

nage, and i it %211 but sozewhat open the gyss of cthers to the

]

¥y in English literature, the altenpt is not in vaia,
The worx is a »nicneer of 'its kind, There have besnh soze

essays in this éirsciion, one of the bsst being an articie on

*ibe Jow in Poetry and Drama®, by Charlcs 3.Fabon, in vol.XI of the

Jewish Quarterly Rsview, 3ut there is no work of any length that
has come to »y Xnowledge, and nome at all that gsals with Jewish
suthors. 2r.David Philipson's work "ihe Jew in Snglish ricition®,
ccovers but one phase of the subject, and’cnlg a limited portion of
that phase, The two volumes,®Jews of Angevirn ingland, Dy Dr.cos-
esh Jacodvs, &nd "3ibliotheca anglo-Judaica®, by Lucien Wolf and
JO8€DHR Jacous, are Ristorical only iu puUrpose and scope. Iet they

rich in material for literary research, and I wish to acknowledge

¢ small part the Jews have teken, both subjectively and cbjective-
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zy grsal lndebtedness to them, Especially te Dr.Jdacobs are my

cbligations profound, His wmork was my constant guide in the

Pre-ilizadethan era, anc without it I would have misseé much
that bélongs to that pericd, Eis great knowiedge of the sub-
ject and his courtesy in respending to demands uvon his time
ars zlso gratefully appreciated,

A %
<tV

¥y thanks are also due ‘r,
.Hyamgon, for material azssistance rendered boith in the gath-

ering and detecraination of Jewish authors and their works.
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CHAPTIER I
Introductory.

Cbvicusly the first care in an effort such as this is to
define itslimitseizne, In all manner of art it is difficult
to draw hard and fast lines of demarcation. In literature, as
in music and the plastic arts, the various schools, periods and

tendencies merge gradually into each other, The exact roint of

; the departure of the one or the advent of the other is not defi-

nitely determinable, Most divisions are arbitrary, yet there is
sound reason for them, Thus in this consideration of the Jew in
English literature as subject and as author, the writer has de-
termined ot a mumber of limitations, which, though they may ap-
pear to be arbitrarily placed, yet he trustsare not without

sound reason. The scope of the subject and the method of treat-

- ment have been deterzmined with the view to bring out the purpose

of the work, viz: to show, on the one hand, what has been the

attitude of the 3ritish nation, as expressed by its writers,

- toward the Jews at various periods of their common history, what

influence the Jews have thus unconsciously had upon its litera-

ture; and on the other hand, what influence they hamwe consciously

. exervised by their own contributions to this literature. AaAn ele-

 ment of mational life that can add to the Canterbury Tales, that

i can give a Shylock and a Sheva to the stage, a Rebecca, a Fagin

- and a Deronda to fiction, and innumersble izpulses to poetic



flight, is no slight one, A community that ig scarce

generation can produce an Agullar, a Beaconsfield,

Zangwill, a Lee, a Gollancz, & Jacobs, and an Abrahams, not to

mention a host of lesser lights, is to be rechnned with.
Ordinarily a literature is coextensive wiih the language in

which it is written., Speaking broadly, German literature compri-

ses that which is written in the German language, as French litera-
ture that which is written in the French language., In the present

instance however Znglish literature is not to be considered coex-
tensive with the English language, The first limitation is that

© in the phrase "English literature®, the qualifying adjective re-
fers to a national and not a lingual differentiation. The 1lit-
erature of America, though it is Eoglish in tongue, is not consid-
ered, Secondly,the qualification while national is not politiecal.
The literary productions of the vast and numerous prdvinces and
dependencies of the British Empire are not included. The mater-
ial is confined to that which has been put forth by the English
people themselves, whether it be non-Jewish writers, whose treat-
ment of Jews or Jewish themes 1s considered,or Jewish writers,
whose contributions to the store-house ofrliterary treasures are
reviewsd. 3IZven thus restricted there is no lack of quantity, for
the people.who have created an empire on whose flag the sun never
sets, have produced a literature whose wealth in worth and size
is secodnd to hone,

The next elimination is that of the Bible, An examnination
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of Jewish influsnce on English literature as given through the
§ Bible would mean an exhaustive stufly of the whole range of 1lit-
‘erary effort in England., There is no writer who does not give
evidence of his de»t to the 3ible, even thougk he may have but
the most modest acquaintance with its contents. ®*The Inglish

. mind was quick to appreciate the beauty of Hebrew thought and

speech,® says Dr.ﬁm.Rosenasa*and hence, almost from the very
beginning, adppted these as models., This is certainly notice-.
able to a marked degree in some of our early literary monuments
still in existence, which were naught bgt paraphrases of events
and characters described in the 3ible., The retention of 3iblical
speech was jn every instance believed to lend dignity to the sub-
ject under consideration. And Biblical sentiments were incorpo-
rated in great numbers in almost every work produced,® Addison \
gives testimony to the fluent ease with which Hebrew thought

and phraseology are caught up in the English, He sald "there is
a certain coldness and indifference in the phrases of our Euro-
pean languages, when they are compared with Oriental forms of
speech; and it happens very luckily that the Hebrew idiom runs
into the English tongue with a particular grace and beauty.

Ggur language has received @nnumerable elegancies and improve-

ments, from that infusion of Hebraisms which are derived to it

out of the poetical passages in Holy Writ. They give a force

2" Hebraisms in the Authorized Version of the Bible® Baltimore 190%,
: P.47
C; *Spectator® No.40S
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and energy to our expressions, warm and animate our language,
and convey our thoughts in more ardent and intense phrases,
than any that are to be met with in our own tongue.®

But Addison did not go deep erough to learn why ®the He-
brew idioms run into the English tongue with particular grace
and beauty®. There is a Psychological background which the
Kinship of phrase is but an outward expression. The 3ible was
not merely translated from a different tongue, from Hebrew,
Greek or Latin, intc Engllish language., Its thoughts and sen-
tizents were translated as well into the heart and soul of the
English people. A modern writegyhas stated this fact very
clearly. "The Hebrews have determined our literature more
than all other; infTuences combined¥ he says, *The English
heart and mind are now partly made of Hebrew thought and ideals.
1o other literatures we have looked for modsls to imitate and
notions to borrow, to the 3iblécal literature we have looked
for a transfusion of all ocur thinking®., This we might call a
moral influence. Er.Tucker‘adds, *3ut there is also a purely
literary effect of the Bible ..... Who can estimate the immense
extent to which Biblical imagery and Bidliecal phrase -~ what we
may call Biblical style and Hebrew style -— have determined
the style of English writers?! -—— It is true that the language
of the Authorised version is English, not Eebrew, None the less

the imagery, the similes and metaphors; the fiery turns of

Ir.T.G.Tucxer,*The Foreign Debt of English Literature,lon, 1907,
o DP. 2537,
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exhortation and denunciation, the fervent qrestion and spostro-
phe, all these and other elements which make up style are, apart
fiom the rhythm, Eebrew not English., and it is to these things
; Jﬁe refer when we speak of the purely literary effect of the
JBible on our writers. The diction of every English writer has
é; been dominated by Eebrew phrases and figures of speech, *which
? mix themselves with his thoughgs as he shapes the words and
| images of his English prose or verse.®

The prevalence of this influence is the more remarkable
when we recall that England was behind the continent in the
study of the Hebrew language. ®Early England offers almost a
blank in the field of Hebrew Literature,? Roger Bacon was the
first scholar of rrominence to undertake its study. To him it
was the language in which God had revealed himself, EKEe objected
to translations beaause translations cannot do justice to the
original. 7Thaf which is sublime in one tongue too often ap-
proaches the ridiculous when given in another, It is a peculiar
strength of the 3ible that it is an exception to this general
experience, and its beauty survives even imperfect translation,
The traunslations of the Bible in various tongues have had a
most far-reaching influence upon these several languages and
their respective literatures. 3ut in none more so that in the
English, Its influence here is spiritual more than material,

¥r,Israel Abrahams well says, "There were no Jews round the table

fébnr.s.A,Hirsch,”Early English Hebraists®,in a "300k of Essays*.p.1F
(pIntrod.to *Jewish Life in the ¥iddle Ages" p.XIX
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of Aing James 1I's compilers of the Authorized Version, but David
Aigéhi was present in spirit, The influence of his Boumentary
cn the 3ible is evident on every page of that noble translation.?
IThe modern literary world is beginning to rscognize this
Bndebtedness to the 3ible, not merely to the form and phrase
that are reporduced, but tc the deeper lying and more effective
spirit that permeates the range ﬂg-English thogght, Art and
morality are not necessarily incompatible, The novel of passion
and the problem play are not true representatives of the culture
which bespeaks a noble civilization, No more is an umcompromis-
ing spirit of rigid morality that would shear Pegasus of his
wings, clothe the muses in the garb of nuns and turn the Pierian
spring into & baptismal font, The Eellenic and the Eebraic
spirit are not antipodes, they are in reality supplementary
to each cther, Their judicious admixture would have saved
genius from much of its ethical eccentricities and theology much
of its narrowness, %It is in the confluence of the Hellenic
stream of thought with the waters that [low from liebrew sources
that the main direction of the world's progress is to be sought.g{
Ihis confluence is noticeable in the iife and thought of the
English people.'Whether consclously or not, they have made the
adjustment between culture and religicn and found the marriage
a congenial one, - It is true that different epochs may have

swung the pendulum too far in either direction, but even during

Prof.Butcher Yaspects of the Greek Henius®,
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the excesses of a reign of riotous broadness, that extended from
Eijizabeth to Charles, a Shaxespeare strikes the note of univer-
21 justice in a %"Lear?; a "Hachbeth® and a *Richard III, or de-
vyotes a 'Hamletfto the study of the world-problems of sin and
suffering; while on the other hand the glory of a "Paradise
Lost® shines through the drab soberness of a Puritanic rericd.
Zuring a century whercin the looseness of 3mollet and rielding
seemed to prevail, Pope writes an "Zssay on Han" and sturfly
Saruel Aohnson dominates his contemporaries by sheer force of
moral character., Teunvson's ?In Memoriap® iIs perhans the nobl-
est poem of the first half of the nineteenth ecentury, because
it is in itseif a most happy combinaticn of liellenic charm and
ievraic strength; as HKipling's "Recessional” was nerhans the
most popular noem of the latter end of the century, because it
is so thoroughly liebraic in tone, There is more than a touch of
the old'prophetic spirit irn the simple dignity of the lines, in
the vision that sces %the captains and the kings denart?, iIn the
prayer that asks that reverence and hurniliity

*be with us yet,
Lest we forget; lest we forget.”

ihe influence for the 3ibles on Zngllish literature is sim-
ply incalculadble, It is the Jew's @oblest comtribution, Yet it
will not be considered, nor such productions that are intirate-
1y related with it, such as works of commentary,exposition,

criticism, Falestinean travel, and exploration. Consideration

(?Ihe word 3ible,as here used,includes both the C1ld and the New
Testaments,as is also the phrase "Eebraic Spirit* intendsd to be
connected with the writers of both books.»Bor the authors of the new

et L
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is given to pure literature only as far as practicadble, Fhilo-
sophy, Ethics, theology, homilectics,scientific and technical
productiions, all eifforts thal may not be classed in the redin
of belles lettres, are:eliminated, These works of non-Jewish

authors havp no reascn o vcssess what aight de called 2 Jevw=-

[(R]]

> v Snad., E L npnde 2
igh liierary lquﬁr~SU. Attention

[

s given malinly to poetry,

. fiction and the < rama. ﬁzstory,tram=1 essays and eriticisz
are included, because in some periods these form the main
avenuss of expression for the national mental attitude toward
the subject infhgnd. In the earlier neriods, hefore the Zliza-

ﬁbt n era, asidé froz some ballads and the myétery nlays, re=-
ferenc s to uews are fcund as a rule in storical WTL»-HEQ

only. ZEven in later periods whers the attitude of the qatlcn
: bombo ] Gestd ov

is most p;a;v;y to be discovered in h;atorzcal wroduc ;oro as in
A I\

Conyat‘ *lrudities? or Dr.Tovey's ”anglia-Judazca*, or u.erc 2

11man,devotcs&huble volume# to the history of the Jew*su peon;e,
A

tnesé are reisrred io. rolltlc,l writings and periodical ’1ter—

1

ature, when they disrley podpiar serntiment or iemper, are cdp-

sidered,

N

Somewhat larger exception is made in ihe consideration:
of the works of Jewish authors, 7While books of travel, hiétory,
criticism, and cf technical and scis f*c nature, dc not usua’Ly

fmu pla.ce 1n a review of literaturs, ?eﬂb nroduotions of thls

Testament were Hebrews,and the Cospels in their native simnlicity,
benéath the accunulation of theological interbretations and doctrines
whith the later fathers of the chureh laid upon them, are Hébraic

in sp1r1t ethics and form, , : \
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character by Jewish writers are peferred to, as they are helleved
to be legitirmate to the purvose of the{work.

ihe divisien into chapters dees not accord with the usual
didisions made 1n English iiterature, It was found hest, after
the Zlizabethan era, tc follow the arbitrary dividing lires of
chromology and to devole 3 ¢hapter 4o each century, irrssrect-
ive of schools or minor epocks, EHistory and literature are in-
extricably woven together, and it %iilybe found that a great
deal of the matier of this work clusters arocund cettaln histori-
cal incidents, For this reason a cnanter on the’ hzstﬂry of the
Jewsg in England is given,

A survey of the millenium of English literaturé‘will dis-
close two general facts; first,that a broad line of demarcation
is drawn between the Jews of the time prior to the advent of
Jesus of iiazareth and those since that event, and secondiy, that
the treatment accorded the Jews of the latter ner&cd has been, s
up to within very recent years, uniformly &aézhiézfziy_antagcnls-
tic, The Church early placed the ban upon the Jews, and the atti-
tude of the Church was the attitude of its followers, Tre earliest
writers were from the ciergy. Ihe monks weré the first chrc?ic’ers
and cdranatists, #With them the exaltation of the fShurch was naray
mocunt, The Cld Testament is the foundation of the Church, Its
peopls were the Kinsmen of the Saviour, Its prohpets were h¢s burbf

bingers. They therefore efm&e and wrote of Kbraha& Yoses, Samuel

David and Isalah with the same veneration they accgrded the gospel

|
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writers and teachers. But the refusal cf the Jews of his owm gen-
eration to accept Jesus, their participation in the tragedy of the
Passion and the Cruecifixion, changed completely their position

and condition, Though generally true this 1is most obvious in the
nystery plays and the parly religious dramas., These plays deal
with Biblical episodes and religious themes, When they describe
incidents of the old Testament, the Jews concerned therein are
handled as ordinafy human beings. When the 0ld Testament is passed

and the theme or episode has to do with the New, or with anyﬁof the

WL
Church teachings or traditions, there is no accusation too humbie,

a0 charge too monstrous to prevent its being given credence and
repetition,

The persecutions by the nations of ZEurope are faithfully
reflected in thelr several literatures, Though today the condi-
tion of knglish Jews is among the happiest, yet EZngland has the un-
enviable history of having given the first impulse to the falsehood
that the Jews engaged in ritual murder, and of having been among
the first to decree wholesale expulsion of them from her borders,
The earliest English writers narrate the unhappy tragedies that
befell the Jews without one trace of feeling for them, The later
writers reenforce and spread slanders uttered against them without
one scruple of conscience, William of Newbury tells of the massacre
of York with not a word of sympathy for the unfortunate victimeg,
Mathew FParis recounts the incident of Little St.Hugh of Lincoln

without question of its credibility. John Speed says that the
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coronation of Richard I was %auspicated® by the massacred of the
Yenenies of Christ®, Chaucer gives over ondgof the Canterbury
Tales to a repetition of the charge of ritual-murder. There is
no villainy which Yarlowe makes impossible for 3Barabas, The very
genius of Shakespeare has given the wider currency to the false
characterization of the Jew as a sordid and merciless usurer,
Ralph Holinshed said that the bringing over of the Jews was one
of the ®grievances which the English sustained by the hard deal-
ings of the Conquerorf'

Even when a slowly developing enlightenment rendered these
gross superstitions no longer tenable, the animus against the Jew
found vent in other directioms, Zspecially is it discerndble in
the literature of the political contests which were waged during
varioug centuries in Zngland. The bitterness with which ?i11iam
- Prynne opposed the movement for their resettlement in thexsevenﬁaenfm.
century is a specimen of the feeling against them, It is tr&e that
- Prynne, he of Histrio-mastix and the sliced ears fame, was aiman of
i unbridlied tongue, or pen. Yei he may be taken as représenté;ive.
Befiay have been zore bitier than the average, simply'b?bauée he
i haqgthe greater gift of invefjctive, I doudt not_otherséfél; as

stronggas he wrote., The outpour of abuse that greeted iﬁs ﬁassage

of ihe Pelhams' "Jew 3111" of 1755 was so great that the bill had to
be repealed, : ) :

There a%e certain conventions in literature, Ong cf}these is

- to make the J%w a villain, or at least an unlovable ch%racfgr, and
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%o place irn his mouth objectionable sentizents. #aria =Zdgeworth

?acknowledges this fact in her novel ®Harrington®,

E’In every work of fiction I found the Jews renresented as hateful
- beings; ‘nay even in modern tales of very late years. Since I have
. ¢come to man'!s estate I have met with books by authors nrofesslrg

¢andour and toleration, and even in these, wherever the Jews are
introductdg I find uhey are invariably renresented as beings of &

. mean avaricious, unprincipled, treacherous character.®

; f;\\_ (

ugmberland puts sinilar sentiments into the mouth cf Sheva in "The

}Jéw’ *%e have no aBlding place on earth, no country, no home;
{ﬁeverybody rails at us, everybody f{louts us, sverybody paints us out

for their may-gane and their mockery., If your »laywriters want a

;bugt or a oon, or a knave to nake sport of, out comes a Jew to
7 be baited and vuffeted through five long acts Por the amusement of

all good Christians."

Bappily this particular convention is weaxzening, though it is stiil

‘far from disappearing., Aside from those who espoused their cause

during the political contests, the first notable champion of the
Jews was this same Richard Cumderland, in this play of ®Tihe Jew®,
at the end of the eighteenth century, It is a conscious defenge
of the Jew, and a noble atiempt to put him in a Tavorable light,
Since then in fiction and drama some splendid Jewish figurss have
been created., The Rebecca of T*Ivanhoe" and the lordecail of "lanisl

Deronda® have done much to atone for previous wrongs. It is, how-

ever,in kxeeping with the pathos of Jewish history that these kindly

representatious are not'as widely known as the unfavorable ones,

- andé, when known'do not cpeate the same impression, For the latter

are taken as natural and typical, the former as excepticnal and

indefensible. Put 3arabas and Shylock and Fagin in one scale and

’C?Qnoted by P,Abrahams, ®Curiosities of Judaism®,p.20¢

©1via
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Sheva and Rebecca and Yordecai in the other, and wﬁiph kick the
balance in popular acceptance? Surely ®*the evil meﬁ?do lives after
- them, the good is often interred with their bonesé’ |

In other fields of literary effort the Jew, ﬂesu‘eé‘ia.zﬁfxin

. England, is receiving ever kiander notice., The, treatuent aecorded

- him &s a barometer cf civilization, The diffuslon of llbera,

. principles in govermment, the growing spirit of humanitarianism

and of freedom, that characterized the last centufy'found their

* reflex in the century's literature, The weakening of thé.power

of dogmatic theology lightened somewhat the load that the ng§va1

© 8hurch had left as a legacy of the days of its "aominion. Superstis
tious calumnies died out, The removal of poli&ical disabilities

- brought the Jews in closer contact with thelir fellow—citizens,
Clearer knowledge dispelled much of the misty prejucdice whichkigL
norance begot, There are evidenced a more dispassionateﬂcaimneséﬁ.
in judg#men@, and a greater desire to give credit for §tr§ng anqi \
noble traits, even though weaknesses are not blihked. ’Thé\wondéﬁf
ful devotion of the Jews to tbeir‘religion and their unfiinchinéﬁ
loyalty in the face of centuries of fearful persecutlon are’ belng
recognized, TWriters of history are ExgRrx 1earning to apnrec1ate
the value of the great services which the Jews haye rendered the
cause of human progress, in spite of the handicap of thgit enforceé
isolation and segregation. The entrance of the Jews themselves in
no zsan nanner inte the various réims of literary effort‘aiQed the

growing sense of kindness and justice toward them, The nobie\
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utterances of ifacauly, Hazlitt, Richard Grant, Lord John Russell,
o

Gladstone gnd Dr.7hately in political matters were echoed in other
forms., Coi&ridge, wordsworth, Byron and Browning could find themes
of noble digrity in things Jewish. amberly, Hdllam, Draver, and
Lecky can recognize the significant and by no means ignoble part
that the Jews have played on the stage of human developnent,

The entrance of Jews as authors into English literature wes
not recally made until the latter rart of the eighteenth century.
It is pot that they did not write, but they did not write in Eng-
lish, Compelled to live a life apart from their neighbors and
fellow-citizens, denied participation in the activities of national
life, its progress, culture and development, it is not to be exnect-
ed that they could shine as its interpreters, Shut in within them-
Kselves their literary sabition spent itself with that around which
%?eir 1life centered, This was their religion, tkeix its doctrines,
woféiip, feasts, fasts and observances, They were in more senses
thaé\pne *the people of the 3ook®, The "Book®, its laws and ddct-
rines, its language, interpretation and commentary, filled all
their thoughts. ©The literature of*the Jews, prior to the nine-
teenth ceﬁtury is overwhelmingly religious. It will be noticed
that the Jewlish authors of the pre-~Elizabethan era have actually
no place in English literature, With the excention of several
works of Benedictus le Puncteur, thelir productions both in language
and subjectlare not English, The writers of the seventeenth and
- eighteenth centuries, with the egception of those who wielded their

pens in political controversy, are subject to the same criticism.



That their non-participation in the 1life of the nzation
was the cause of this is evidenced by the fact that whenever
the restrictive pressure was removed from them they at once,
almost at a bound, became generous and worthy contributors
to the treasury of national literature, During the HMoorish cc-
cupation of Spain, they were treated with justice and were
placed on equal footing with others in civic and religious
rights. The result is a flowering of Jewish genlius which has
no parallel in all the centuries of the Christian era up to the
nineteenth, It has been well styled the *Golden Age" of Jewish
literature. Poetry, science, philosophy, art, fiction and drama
found noble expression, The names of ifoses ben ¥aimon, Jehuda Ealk-
evi, Solomon Ibn €@abirol, ¥oses and Abraham Ibn EZzrs, and David
Limchi form a counstellation that blazes brilliantly even through
the distance of flowm centuries, 1Its influence spread beyond Iberi
ian boundaries and was felt even after the Inguisition kxxit had
laid its chill fingers of death upon Jewish 1life in Spain,
Ssskind of Trimberg was a German Jewish Hinnesinger who won the
*plaudits of knights of high degree and their dames'?> Rabbi Don
Santobp of Carrion, was a renowned Spanish troubadour, whose poems ‘:
were not confined to the love songs only, but whose Berious com-
positions rank him among the most celeprated poets of Spaié? !
®* Three of the most important works of Spanish 1literature are the

@
products of Jewish authorship.’ The first "Chronicle of the Cid”

’ é}I.Abrahamsf'Jewish Life in the Middle Ages';p.ssl
‘(@ see (ustave Karpeles,"Jewish Literature and other Fesays®,p.17%
@ 3béd p.171



the oldest of this of't-repeated and much used blography, was com-

posed by a #oorish Jew, Ibn Alfange, Valentin Barpch, of Tcledo,

/€

is the author of the romance "Comte Lyonnais, Palanus", the foun-

dation source of much material for tragedies, and ¥oses Sephardi,

(Petrus Alphonsus) wrote "Disciplina Clericalis", the first and

apdel colliection of Oriental tales, EIven as lste as the sixteen-

th century we come across two Jewish Spanish writers of renown,
Samuel Usque, a dramatic poet of great pcwer and Antonioc Enriques
Comez,whose comedies were received with much applause in Hadrid
but who was compeiled to flee his native land because of the
Inguisition. :

A similar phenomenon is to be witnesgsed among the Jews of
mngland, The amsrican and French Kevolutions unquestionably had
their influence upon the English people, The humanistic imphlse
evident in the literature of Cermany,during that splendid period
of the closing decades of the eighteenth and the opening decades
ol the nineteenth centuries, was felt in the intellectual atmos-
phere of ktngland. Not omly did it become evident in the English
literature itself, in the breaking away from the confining clas=-
gicism that marked the passing century, but it bgcame manifest
in the govepnment. A wave of liberalizing reform swept over the
land, It carried the fortunes of the Jews with it. Beginning
with small concessions of rights, they won their complete civie
emancipation, The removal of the ban against them gave birth to
an active participation in national life, whose results are as

creditable to the Jews,as they arc condemnatory cf the policy of



']
that had made.them hitherto impossible. 1In literature these re-
sults, io wealth and worgh, are amazing, A glance at the list of
Jewish authors frox eighteen hundred to the present day discloses
& remarxable richness in variety, numbers and quality., The present
generation of English Jews is distinguished by a number of authors,
poets, movelists, dramatists, critics, essayists, journaiists and
scholars, many of whése names will doudbtless be added to that
glorious scroil of England's nobly famcus, at wheose head is the
immortal bard of Avon.

The Jews have never been accused of intellectual weakness,
No; have they ever lacked imaginative power, Their mental vigor
has been streangthened by the condlitions of their 1life., Their his-
tory for the first eighteen hundred years of the Christian era was
a struggle for existence, in which mentality was matched against
brute ruscular strength, The world at large deesmed that this
mental vigor had degenerated into a commercial cunning, whose
highest expression was in a "business instinct® that won material
success, that his imaginatiwe faculty had been similarly deadened
by the daily grind of his sordid 1life, that the Jew had neither
talent nor liking for the nobler, creative life in the arts of in
literature, because these brought no rich material returns, 3ut the
world utterly misjudged and mistook the Jew. True the Jews dg;;p-
pear numerously in the literature of the nations of Eurcpe vrevious
‘to the nineteenth century. That is because the Jew is only human.

The literature of a nation is the expression os its life and ideals.
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the outpouring of its naticnal éoul. The Jews wers not nmermitted
to be a part of a nation, Shut out from its national culture, the
Jew could not give expressicn to it., Ke could however annreciate
it. AaAnd he did., ke made it his own in so far as he could. In
Italy, Sﬁain, Portugal, France and Germany many of the literary
classigs were rerroduced in Eebrew, This is likewise true of
Zngland, It came much later however than on the contirent, though
it has veen said trat a Hebrew version of t;e Arthurian cycle ap-
peared as early as the thirteenth centurny There are today many
translations of EZngiish masterpieces into Hebrew, among them;Gt*ello
¥YRomeo and Juliet?, and "¥acbeth¥; Cumberland’s *The Jew', "Faradise
Lost? and ‘Semson igonistes®, "The Pilgrims Progress*, and, recently
Fitzgerazd's "Onar Xhayyan® was done intc Hebrew,

Cne of the pathetic things in conneciion with a review of
the Jew in Znglish literature is the faet of the nassing over of
sore of the most brilliant minds from Judaism to Christianity.

It is pathetic because rarely if ever it is done through convict-
ion, Occacionally it resulis from a quarrel with ecclestiastical
authorities, more often it is fror a desire for wider opportuni-
ties. Beanjamin D'Isracli was baptized at the suggesticn of the
poet Rogers, who saw that the lad was precocicus~and wanted him
to have a chance to rise. Tennyson, bdroad and generous as he was,

still could sing cf him as one:

P
ﬁ? #Jewish Literature and 6ther Essays®, C.Karpeies, P.87
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‘Blégwﬁ) Who makes by force his merit known,
- (&

¢f\ 27ho breaks his birth's invidious bar
% and grasvs the skirts of happy chance.
\ And breasts the blows of circumstance.

And grapples with his evil star:

And lives to clutch the golden keys
To mould a mighty state's decrees
And shape the whisper of a throne."
Even to Tennyson his birth was “an in®idious bar®, and one cdoes not
sto? to wonder whether D'Israeli would ever have been nade Prenier
of Zngland, had he remained a member of the synagogue, It has been

clajimed that it is a reflection upon Judaism that these conversions

occur. In reality it is a reflection upon the civilization that

~compels them, The conversions are not remarkable for number, but

they are striking by reason of their contrast with the great nass
of the faithful, The Jews, as a class, have not only resicsied the

pressure cf physical persecution, but they have borne the greater

“burden of scorn and ridicule. Their faith was evidenced not cnly

in their adherence to religious duties and observances, but it
was zanifest as well in the large volume of distincti§ely Jewish
literature, which they have produced; Jewish not in the lirited
sense of pertalining only to the synagogue, its theology, doctrines,
or ritual, but in the wider connotation of things of Jewish life,
its.character, conditions, hopes, ideals, Praciically every Jevw-
ish novelist from Aguilar to Zangwill has written what may be tern
ed Jewish novels, Poets, dramatists, essayists, historians and
journalists have used their talent in defense d? dascription of

their people,
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It is to be observed that a strain of sadness is often found
in the works; of Jewish writers, It is not surprising when the Bis-
tory of the‘ﬁews is recalled. The suffering and #Hartyrdom, which
were their &bnstant portion for centuries, though bravely and
faithfully endured, could not but leave their impress, The life
of the Jews was a perpétual tragedy, and in Xeeping with it the
minor notefis of'ten struck upon the lyre of their literature, Yet
their sadnéss is not one of despair, There is a deep sirong cur-
rent of r;signation, of a brave acceptance of their loi, and of ao
abiding faith in the eventual lifting of the load, and the achiev-
ment of freedom and peace.

| ;The treatment of the Jew in English literature is az tribute
to his persistence and his indestructible faith, That any rveople
shéuidfhawe survived such a torrent of abuse and nisrepresentation
ggdjsurvived it without utter degradation and loss of self-resvect,

féflitﬁle short of a miracle, Yet not only ha€ the Jew done so,
f;bﬁt he has survived it, strong enocugh in mind and spirit to take
hﬁgh place in that very literature, within less than one century
after %he doors of national life had been opened to him, There
were éeveral causes that helped to stimulate literary effort, in
addition to this feeling of national consciousness. The anglo-
Jewigh Exhibiticn, of 1867, gave to the Jews themselves, as well
asftb the worid at large, a new idea of their own power and posi-
ticm, It was an inspiration to much historical and liierary act-

ivity. The BUnion of Jewish Literary Societies", formed in 1508,



21

is a recent movement that has given impetus to literary research
and effort aiong the Jews, that though designed originally for
Jewish topics, has broadened out into the fields of general 1lit-
erature. .

Yet, again 1let it be said, the Jew has always had place in
English literature, The cosmopolitan character of the Jew, and
his internétional activites have in more ways than one heen the

- means of human progress, As the crusaders dbrought the €ast and
west into commercial relationship, so it was the Arabs and the
Jews, who made the scholarship and science of the orient accessi-
bie to thé occidental nations, TWherever thie Jew went he dDrought
with him an ai®osphere of the larger world. Englané in her 'spleé-
did isclation®. was kept in touvh with continental culiure, espec-
ially in the sarlier centuries, through the Jews. They were the me-
dium of communicaticn, The Gesta Romanorum, the story book of the
niddle ages, "might altost have deen called the Gesta Judaeormn®,
says Dr.Joseph Jacobs./ Yany of the earlier English tales aﬁd
dramas weré drawn from Spanish sources, and, as has been noted,
the three &ost important of these Spanish sources were composed
by'Jews. in addition to this there is that intangible yet ever
present spirituai influence, English national ideals are so
permeated with ﬂhe Jewish spirit, that one scmetimes hesitates

to deny the anglo-Israel cieim that after all the English are the

Lost Ten Iribes, 7The meral sense is basic to Jewish aspiration,

'
1

?V #Jewish Ideals and other Essays®?,p.l142
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it is revealed in his own literature in the unique distinction
that his noblest utterances are concerned with the great pro-
blems of life and Deity. There aré no epics of human herces,
The one nerc is always God. In cther literatures &he epics are
concerned with hucan heroes, or at best with heroes who are gods
or demi-gods. In English literature, Milton's ®"Paradise Lost“”
confesgedly its greatest epic poem, is thoroughly Hebraic in

tone and spirit, The earnesiness and seriousness, tre optimism
and hopefulness, the belief in the ulitimate triumph of trush and
justice in the face of the seemingly overwhelming power of evil,
which characterize the best productions of their literature, are
treceable to the influence of Hebraic ideals. transtouted intc the
sdul of the English people, This may seen to be a large claim

The writer believes that it is a just one,




:ne vews 1B zngland.

The greater part cf the literature, in which
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peared a2s avthor cr as subject, up to the middle of the nine-

tesntih century, centered adbcul certain incidents which tock

piace in the history of iths Jeas in Zngland, These incidents
are here set forth in order that the literary activitiss, whiel

arose from them, may be bstter understood, Fer this reascn

also the several episcdes are siven in greater detzail than

Ho references are made in thics chepter to thisg literature,

inese have been reserved for the chanters covering the resnsct-
ive pericds,

ilie FPre-cxpulsicn ¢ zZngland with ¥illianm
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Feriecd, 1066 - 1287,

<
W

Songuspror, Tney nay have made fly-

(W

bg trips to 3ritian in earlier days

as r'ollowers of kRcman Camps or zs tradsrs froz Caul, but there
is =2c eviaence of theiir having made any verransnt sctilement,

C>Bev.;.:argo iouth, histe of the Jews in (reat 3ritaine, Lon. 1946,
Contends that Jews were in England vricr to 10F8,
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roch £ing oroughit ther over as a "Iiranciz]l exrerizent

d nscessary by the tolicy of the Church toward usugry,

which bDscouee impessibls owing to its costiy character,

ihe rissz of religbous feeling duec to the Crusades and the

c-."‘

villlam was a thrifty =mcparch, who well understood

Lase the coffers of tre king the uliinate reservoir into

Tthe institution of the Domasdey book made it ¢leer
was Lilliaxs policy to have his Teudal dues va2id to the
for tris purnose
necessary to have =2 hody <f men scatiersd throughout the

1so made thz Jews oay

several uzrisings in {the west and ihe north, which deman-
return frem Horeandy and his further attention, together
repnellicn of his e scn Roberi, prevented the f1fill-

hig eccrneozic plang, 2ut ithe Jews had come over and set-

tied unobtrusively, mertly io Londch, MNumbers however scattered &

tc the tcwns nerih ancé east, Thcy ssttleé very early in Oxford

Seiele 1htTred. p. ¥

Bantonius in his bhron*cles reccrds that Wwilliam the Congusror

A3

\s)
.

g cf England, itranrgl

the Jews from Rhoan to Londow, and the

magaeburg Centuries @ut _of Fin {Cent.1il Cap,i¢, Col, 606} adde

thersis

that it was 0b luneratum Trecium, for a sum o monay given

t6 him by them(which T Find not I intorious). Both these Authors
irtizate that this was ths first arrival in Lngland, yet in vhat

year of thés Ling that are silent., With them concurs Ralph

Bdlinskesad, vel.3®, »,15, w®hsre he writes,'Anong othery ghievances
which the nngllsh sustained by tre hard dealings of the Conqueror

tnis

is to be rszsmbered, that he brought the Jews into the 1and

from Rouen, and app01nted them g place to inhebit and occupy.,' ¥

" 4 Short semurrer to the Jewes long discontinued Remitter in
England etc,® by wa .Prynne, Lon, 1856, p. 2.
History of Oxford, Wood.



and the site of the »nrssent

essor", A Charier wzs llxewizs issued ic the Jews
Josce, or Joseph, the cheil Jew of :onden, and arl his followers
ucdsy which they were ailowed 10 move adout in the country,togeth-

er with their chattels,as if these weie the Xing's pronerty(sicut

essress that characterized his

of William of Horwich,b114s., Ths Jzws of “crwich wers accused of

wards buried him. they thought it would be corcealed, dut our

Lord sheoweld that he was a holy martyr.” CThere wsrs many absur-
aities and impozsinliitiss connected with the details of +he
story, but it served to inflare hatred zgainst the Jews, and to

benefit the amcnaesteries which wers so fortunate azs +o hecore the

shrines of thig and oiher similar "mariyrs?.

Jewish Encyclopediz Vol.V m», 122

2 See Gﬁman's Bistory of England rp.9f - €
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The effect of ithe Crusades and their incidental preaching
during the twelfth century was visible on the continent by re-
newed persecutions of the Jews, and it was not long before-the
wawe of passion swept into Englarnd, The story of the martyr-

- dow of William of YWerwich was followsd by similar incidents ot

~ Gloucester, 1168, and at 3ury 3t.Zdsusnds, 1181, With each inci-
dent the position of the Jews bDecane more precarious, It is true
that the hand of Henry 1Y wmas stretched ofer them in protection,
Sut this pretection was =z cosily affair. +wren in 1186, for his
 crusade agaiost Saladin, he demanded a tithe Trom the rest of his
f;4subjects, frou the Jews he demanded one guarter of their chattels.
It was estimated that vhile 211 the rest of the pesorle were ack-
ed to give seventy thousané pounds, the Jews were mulcted to

the sum cf sixty thousand pounds, Yet the Jews managed to live

i outwardly oun tolerable tsrms with thelr neighbors, until the

“latter part of Henry's reigpn when ine rising tide of the Crusad-
“ing spirit, together wmith the incident that two Cistercian monks
i becane converted fo Judaism, caused =p eruption of vidlence that
took shape in a massacre of the Jews at the coronaticn cf Richard T
in 118,

It is claimed that the massacre cccurred thrqugh a mistake
‘“Abut it took place ncne the 1essf6) A number of revresentative
| 3ews‘had presented themselves at Vesiminster to dc homsage to the-

new king and bring hiz presents.

.‘A\/)‘ puara

- Ihe ¢orcnation of Richard 1 wes "hanseled and auspicated with the
{. blcod of mapy Jewes {though utteriy ageinst the kings wili) who in
I"a tumult raised by the Ccean{multitude)were furiously murthered”.
-Elstory of Crest Britaine, etc, by John Speed, 3rd Ed. Lcndou
"'1650, D. 4E3
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3ut the crowd was incensed that th=se’9nemi ces of Shrist® should

-

be present during so noly a ceremony, and thée Jews were repul-

sed from the banquet trat follewed the coronation at the chanel,

—
-

A ruwour was spread that the Ling had ordered this repnise,

ibe crowd veeded anothing more in the way of inceniive, The mcd

surged to Cld Jewry, set fire to homes of the Jews and kildéd
those who attempted to escape, ¢ Xing was angered at this

insult %o his dignity but tock no effective steps to nuriush

the leaders, The contagion of hate and Tawlessness snrea

as soon as Richard lcfit tc go ot his crusade massacres took w?wce

'
at Lynn, Stemford, 3ury St.kdmunds, Lineoln and York, At York
the Jews asked prctecticm of the warden of the dingls casils
ard he rlaced thEE“in Ciiffcrd Tovsr, Tre wzxdesn had occas-—
ion to leave the tower,and when he returzed; the Jews, through
e mistake, or in a panic cf fear rsfused hin admittance, Ke
called upor the local m=ilitia to reccver the tower. Led by'cne
Richard ¥alebys, vhc was deeply in dedi to the Jews, th2 lower
was beskgged. The rage of the mob incresased wiih each ncur
of resiztance and the imprisoned Jews saw no alisrnzatives but

starvation or surrender, Treir religious head urged thenm %o

b

siay themselves rathosr tkan acestt elther al**" ative, Follow=

[3

ing his ccunsel wvost of them, slaying Tirst their wives and
ch;ld.»n put thewmeselves to death, rather than seek clemency

fron their cmemies. These whe did the latier fared oo baiter,

for when they surrendered to the mob, the leaders toerect

R Tt SN
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air words to them decsitfully, and promising thom the
wished for grace with tsstimony of the faith so thail thsy should
nct fear to come oul, as soon as they did so they cseized then is
enenies, and though they derancded the bapitizn of Chirist
cruel buicrers destroyed them".c7

These Lz3sSacres t'c& place in the jears 1169 and 1192, and
marks the ead of the tclerabie position of the Jews of England
nefore thie Tourtesnth century., Freca thls date thought they marn-
aged te exist, their conditicn grew ccontinually worse, Hing John
used them m3rely as @ spenge, prexitiing thes to gather wexlth
then squsezing it froz thex vhen he wanted it, It wzs he whe o
dsrsd tkzt a tooth should De drawm ezch day frew the zouth cf 2
certain Jew (Abranam of 3ristcl) until the latter exrressed his
willicgnszs to p&y his quota, ten thousand of the sixty-siz
thcusand marXs which John had asscsssd agelnst the Jews.
During the reign c¢f LZenry 111, Langton, Archbishop of Cantsrbury
" introduced intc Englacd the cew-baldge, invented by Innccent III,
Ihs Jews sought te evade this disgrate by ieaving the land aito-
gether, but by corder of the Zing no Jew was allowed itc leave
without the fing's peraission, 1t was during lLenry's reign
also that there cccurred the iragic eplisode of the martyrdom
of little St.Hughk of Lincoln. .o the month of August 1255, &
1ittls lad,eignt years of age, ‘disarpeareé in the city cf Lin-
celn, ks ?robable facis of the case that may be evolived froo

the wass of traditional and historical accounis of it, are as

é)Erom the acccuni of «.lilab o& unewoerry, quoted J.A.E,,p. 128
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.placed in a stone coffin, was interred 1o the South Aisle Choir:

of the Cathedral.

o VLo

7

, the child of = widow 3eatrice,

while runoing after a hzll in play, £ell »y accident into a

Ine DOy rexained un-
anwhile there haé assembled
at -incoln a largs nuober of Jeus from other places, to attend
the Marraag ¢ the daughier of the Chiéf Radbi of Lincoln, a
proainent and widsly-known Jawish scholar of that

. -

gensration,
in the day af nad

ter the wedding, befors the gussts had disversed
to ihelr homes, to their grzat horron the vody of the chil
@iscoversd, having risen to the gurface of the pcol., In the
panic oi their Fear the Jews made the mistake of attempting
to dispcse of the body in ancther neighborhood, instead of
anncugeing it to the prorer authorities, ifter three days
the body was again discoversd by a woman passing,

Upon its discovery that which the Jews dreadsd cane 1o

pas&. 1hsy were accused of having murdered the c¢hild for rit-— .

"dal purposes. The accusation was fathered by one John of Lexe—

~ :ington, & canon of the Lincoln cathredral, who avﬁrcc1ated the
. advantage to the cathedral of having pessession of the bedy of

}}fhe *nartyr®., In an imposing rrocessicn the body, having been

¥Feanwhile the accusaticn against the Jews spread like wild

{ fire, Eenry I1I was on his way tc lincoln froz Scotland. The

. cz2s@ was laid before him, He was nct slow to see his caportun%};

ity. He had a few months bsfore that sold the Jews to his brc—,fs

,th r Xichard of Cornwall for a cash consideration, BU%t here was

The story as glven here is taken from ¥r, Joseph Jacob¥s essay on

Little St.Eugh of Lincoln, pp.192 - 224, in ‘Jewish Ideals and other
kssays", icn.1re6. ir.calobs mads a scholarly ancé exhaustive chudy

af +thrhe ineident.
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3 as cucsts inte his
treasury and their grizef was ccined into courters for royul ussge,
The assexvlage of Jews at Linccln lent color to the eharge that
trey had ccme ddgether as revrssentatives of 241 Euglich Jemy

t¢ perforz the dded, So all the Jews were held resnonsitle,

Those who'refused to trust themselves to the iender msrétes of a
Crr ar jury® wers rungcd, and many rore were inniisonsd, untll

at the end of six months
expired, they were Dermitisd tc purchase thel

snoracus fines,

wien Simen de lMentfort rose ic pewer, aTter the vatile of
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Tusury” was real-
firmed with infreased eaghasi .v Iin 1274 t ?itatutun de Judals-
mo", was promulgated, By %this the Jews were altcgether ford
t0 lend money on "usu§ry’. They were permitied to ergage in cou-
nerce and handicrafis, and could farz lands for a space of tev
Jjears, butl were expressly exzciuded fron «la\f%udal rights and
-privileges. This permission was the merest mockerr. For ths
Jews could nct l:iarn any nasdicraft, as no guiid or artisan®s’

society cf any xind weuld receive them oxr permit: then to be

arorenticsd, CJne does nct taxe to farring in a day. The Jews

were driven to tks direst straits, <Some few accepted baptism
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rabie living. ZFinally Z8ward yielded %o iha logric o0 tho

o N eye b4 - - T 2 “ K 3 = —— ) L4
gituziicn., IT the Jews conld not have Inlercource with 4 oiy

neilghbors as artisans, tradespecrle, or Tarnerz, zné 2:uld not
r - 2

=ngage in Tusary®, there was no rescures Bub fur fhen 4o loave

the country, aceerdingly, July 12, 12802, he Igsued wriis ic tre
eriffs of ail the couniriss of Tmegland crders ther to en-

force the decree that =211 Jews mmuet lczve Tngland B

talats Day of that yesr. ihey wer2 persittel teo car

Dortable sronerty. Thelr housce and fiyed pocseseisns z:2] edded.
to the odng,

“he Intermsdiate for thrse hundred and sIxty~-Five yaars there
Fsriod - 'jwere noxicaily and légally ne Jexz in Zvgliand,
21250 - 387 Rome coaverys wers nsintained in the Conus
Conversorum.GEPart of these remained from the "re-cxpuision I.2xiod,

part were refugees from cother couniries. It s

iie pouwug vonversorum was a place of refugs in London, founded by
Henry I1I in 1232, %o yroviie 2 home for Jaows convert&d w0 Thriste
iaalty. Ihe idea originatsd %Fth tbs clergy ané the hove wae cnier.-

tained that, owing ta the pressure pul upcs thsm, the Jews would be-
coe acnverted en mazse, 3ut this hone a“c d*aaﬂ ¢inted, ITuring
+re O

the 1”t¢-eLgbt yzﬁrc Frov the ?ﬁ*nu,up ¢f tie Liome £311 the ex-
puision in 1290, when the ccondl t*oc of tLe Ic:s WwAs very uiserable
indeed, about cva undrsé Jews in 211 received the henefits of
the hone wich Lacluded a 4aily ¢Qnsy ccle in 24diticn to refupe
and qu.unzﬂce and the benefits ¢of clericel atisrticn, This nui-
o2€r is & very small preo artloc of the sixtsen thouvsen

l

{

§

gand Jzvs who
were.in Lﬁglarﬁ Fren tre year 1371 to Bos, inirty-oight men
228 ten wozeq wosre aauittsa inta e Douus. gee article by
#igchgel adler iv J,Ing,, vol. IY, Pp. 636 - 7,
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in spite of the edict of sexpulsion Jews driftsd to England inﬂ
small grours. (ccasicnally a perzlit was glven to distiﬂguzsn-
ed individuals to visit the ccuntry§> An ineffectual attempt:

uas made to have the edict revoked in 1316,. Throughout the sii—

& \\teenth century after the Spanish expulsion of 1492, Svanish and

'?ortngnese Jews caxe to England so that at the beginning of tbe“
severteenth century there wag cuite a colony of them. 4s & ruTc \\

they 1lived as Crypto-Jdews, cutwardly conforming to thre 5eneral
custom, secretly maintaining their loyalty to their ancient faith.

R Amoné:these was the Lopez family, one mezber cof which became a

distinguished physician and a familiar at the court af Elizabeth,

 and was said to be the original of Shyloc}céb>

The Resettlement From Zdward] to Cromwell,the Protector, it
1556; was & far cry in Ehglish history,not merely

in years, bug in sccial, economic, religious

and political conditions. 7The England of Edward I meant, econmom—
ically, a feudal system, in which there was no place for a middle

~@lass that was neither agricultural nor military. Religiously =
- and politically it meant an e#tablished Church, so entrenched in
- govermmental favor, that the lot of the mon-conformist was indeed

_ an unhappy ome. The England of Cromwell had no feudal system,

and it possessed so wany religiocus sedts that their numbers made
them tolerant not oniy of each dﬁher, but scze placed even toler-

| ance of the Jews among their reii%ious teackhings. The influence

"j.or the Eebrew 3ible was perceptfble in the thought, literaturs

_and language of the period, TIhe Puritens were thoroughly Hebraic

This was especially the case with Jewish vhysicians, two of whom
were called in to attend to EesnrylV in 1410. See Art sewish Doctars
in =ngland,' by a,diener,Jewish Quart.Rev, Cct. 05
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in spirit. 7The writers of the day made frequent use of Cld Testa-
men"f. incidents, languapge and nanes. It was suggested, in Barebonss!
i pa.rlia.ment $hat seventy Bhould be the number of the Council of 2kk
Sta.te in imitation of the old Sanredrin. Eebrew names and phrases

,,ﬁere in conmon use, In'a,n atnosphere such as this the moverent

./_,‘for the formal and legal readmission of the Jews intc England
;con}.d’ be launched with fair prospectz of success. Cromwell hin-
'selr held liberal views as to religious toleration, and, it addi-

P S ] SEPURERS &3 S v R

;;qq, like ®William the Congueror, he had economic reasons for
fayormg the return of the Jews, By reasou of their internat-
ional comjercial activities they were well inforzed of the opera-
‘tli:ons of the several govermments of the world, and they gave

C//,
Cromwell important knowledge as to the movemenis and rlans of

b b it A, 3% e~ el HEE

Chales Stuart in Holland and of the Spaniards in the Few 7Jorid.
Likewise ons of the conspiré.cies against Cromwellls own 1ife was

laid bare by a Jewish merchant, -

The Protector realized also the great assistance the
in

Jews could render x building up the commercial prosperity of
England. L

The first step was made by a petition, presented in 1649
by two Baptists, ’3ohmd Gartwright, and her son Ehenizer, frec-

e i Eyd IR T L g L e LT

born of England, but npw residing in Amsterdam

@ See "Cromwell's SGcret Intelligencers®, by Lucien Jolf.
'@ Ses List of Authors a;nd #orks, appendix A - Seventeenth century.
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The move was favored by such men as Roger 3illians and Bugh Peters
and by the Independents, the Puritans and the Baptists. Yany
Deople were moved by religious reasouns, deeming the occasion one

making for the conversion of the Jews and the advent of the rij-
lenium,

Ee dedicated a volume on the *Eope of Israel® to the 3ritish Par;
lisment, and addressed a petitionm to the Ccuncil praying for fave

_orable comsideration of the guesticn of the return. The St.John

N
\.

missibn sent in 1651, to Amsterdanm, in connection with the Naviga-
tion act of that year, held ccnferencbs with Yenasseh and the Jews
of amsterdan, with the result that Henassah was iovited to come

tc London, War besaking out between kolland and zngiand prevent-

ed his acceptance of the invitation until its clcose, 1In I8R=

Menasseh, accounpanied by three Rabbis and his brother-in-law,canme

ite text of the petition is as follows: To His Eighnesse Oliver
Lord Protector of the Comonwelth of England, Scotland and Irelangd
& the Dominions thereof, The bumble Petition of ths Hebraws at
Present Residing in this city of London whose names ay wvauderwritten
- Bumbly Sheweth., That Acknolledging 7he ¥antfold favours and Pro-
tection yor Highnesse hath din pleased to grant vs in order that
wee may with security meete priuately iun owxr particular houses to
our Deuosions, And being desirous to be fauoured more by yor
1\ Highnesse wee pray ih all Humblenesse yt by the best meanes
which nay be sugh Protection msy be graunted us in Writting as
that we may hereowih meete at owr szid priuvate dsuosions in owr
Particuiar houses without feere of ¥olestation either to owr per-

\ yor Highnesg Couernement, and being wee ar all mortall wee allsoce

Bunbly .pray yor Bighnesse to graunt us License that those which

may dey of owr nation may be burved in such place out of the cittye

as wee shall thincke coneenient with the Proprietors Lesne in

whose Land this place shall be, and soe wee shall as well in owr
Lifetyme, as at owr dsath be highly fauoured by yor Eighnesse

for uhose Long Lyfe and Prosperity wee shall continually pray To

the Alzighty God etc. Menasseh ben Israel, David Abrabanel,

Abrzham Israel Caruajal, aAbraham Coen Conzales, Jahacob De Cacerag

8braham Israel Le Brito, Isak Lopes Chillom.

Cliuer P, wee doe referr thics peticon to the Consider-
Bkizm acon of or Councill, Xarch ye 2¢th 16585,

The Jews themselves were represented by Yenasse ben Israe?

‘o~ most learned Radbbi of amgterdam, and a xeen student of affairs,
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over to London presented his *hunble address® to Cromwell, who

referred the matier to the consideration of the Council. A nat-

ional conference was summoned, in which leading lawyers, divines

and merchants were invited to discuss the legal, religious and
commerical aspects of the question. The lawyers declared there
was no legal bar to the return of the Jews., The clergy and the
merchants were both vioclently opposed. Seeing that no favor-
able decision would result Cromwell dismissed the conference
without taking action.
.The effect was rather the opposite of that which was sought,

‘fhe agitation aroused tending toward bitter feeling against the

Jews. Io the following year the question was brought to issue

‘again by the breaking out of the war with Sprain, The Crypto-

Jews living in Loundon hadipassed themselves off as Spaniards,
Feeling against thenm became so pronounced that they were com-
pelled tc throw off thgif disguise, declare themselves as Jews
and appeal to Cromwell %cr protectionfp Cromwell took the matter
into his hands by giying to the Jews *informal pernission to
reside and trade in Eng&and on coundition that they did not
obtrude their worship on nublic notice and that they refrained
frow maiing proselytes'.

The Struggle for ;f ‘Thus in 1658 - 6 the Jews came back some-
Emancipation ; ' -what clandestinely into England under the
1740 - 1858 f - protection of the Puritan Cromwell, There

were several attempis within the next

Pifty years to have this permission revoked, They all failed.

;Céy LEnc, Vo v p.lﬂg
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Wietly, yet stsadily, the Jews began to demonstrate their value
to the Staie and their usefulness as ecitizens. In 1723 a spec-
ial act of Parlisuent was passed vhich gave them two elementary
rights, which had hithertc been denied them, one was the right
tc bold land, the other was to omit the words Tupon the true
faith of a Christian®, in taking caths, This latter however did
not apply to oaths of office, It was not yet possiblé for Jews
to hcid public office. In 1740 a raturalization bill was passed,
whereby Jews residiag in British colonies for a period exceeding
seven years might decoms maturalized. In 1753 & bill was intro-
duced, konown as the “Jew Bill", which permittied ®persons pro-
fessing the Jewish religion® to be naturalized by mere act of
Parliaxsnt.  Though comsidsrable oppositicn manifested itself
the biil passed both houses, 1he oprosition appealed from the
parlianent to the people, The apreal was not in vain., The
country was arcused to a violent outburst against non-conform-
ists and aliens, to such an extent that in the following year
the bill was repealed.

Tbe effect of the repeal was truly disheartening upon the
Jews, A general feeling of insecurity and uncertainty spread
among them, and for the rest of this cestury thers were no fur-
ther attempts to securs the rights of citizenship, The strug-
gle began égain early in the niueteentb;century. In 1229 the
civil disabilities were removed for the Foman Catholics. In
1630 a petition of two thousand names, nerchantis and others from
Liverpobl, was presented inm behalf of the Jews., After several
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fallures a bill passed the Comnons in July 1833, but was rejscted

;. in the Lords, For over & decade the contest was intermittently

waged. One concession was obtained in 18235, viz, that Jews

were allowed to kold the office of Sheriff, Another bill in
1848 gave ther further rights, tbough the right to sit in 2arii-
ament was stiil genied then, This issue was finally forced and
won through ¥r,David Salomons, It was he who had been seiscted
tc the office of Sheriff,and for whose relief the Sheriff's
Declaration Act had veen passed in 1£3%., Though Baron Rbthschild
had been elected to ZaRliament from the City of Londen and had
not been perziited to take his seat, ¥r.Salomons was undeterred,
and, coming forward as a candidate for the borough of Greenwich
in 18;_,'was elected. [Ee eontered the House of Commons and in-
sisted on taking his oath on the 0ld Testameni, and withoat the
concluding words,”on the true faith of a Christian®. He even
ventured to take his seat and voted upon the very question of
his right to remain in the House§Z>He was ordered by the Snezker
to 1save, and replied in an able and dignified address,which won
the sympathy of many members. Nonetheless the matter vﬁs_re-
ferred to the law courts and ¥r.Salomons was fined fivelﬁundred
pounds for each vote he had recorded, But his act hadvrénewed
the struggle in very contrete form, and after several woré fail-
ures, f£inally in 1856 an act became law, by which, im éhe'éase
of Jews, the concluding words of the ocath of office, 'on the

Skstches of Anglo-Jewish History, by James Picelotto, Laudon
18?5 PP.39E-0. ;;,_
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true faitk of a Christian® were omitted. This removed the last
bar to complete citizenship, Excepting ihe crown itself,every
public office was attainable by Jews and their civie emancina-
tion was complete,

The history of the Jews in England for the past Tifty
years has been, with one exception, cne of increasing hanpiness
for themselves and credit to the English peonle and thelr gov-
ernzent, In 1870 the religious sests were removed from the Uni-
versities, In 1881 when the ffightful treatment of the Jews
by the Russian goverament compelled attention frem the civili-
zed world, it was in England where the noblest demonstiration
took place, A xzeeting was held ir the Yansion House, at which
the barbarism of Russia was scorsd by some of the greatest
leaders in England, Over One Hundred and Eight Thousand Bounds
(Five Hundred and Forty Thousand Bollars) was coll:zcted as a
fund for reitdf. The exception,referred to, is the passage of
the Allen Bill, in 1904. 1Its design is tb prevent the 1andihg
of ignorant or iﬁpoverished or undesiradble immigraﬁtsﬁ; The tu
Bill is preofessed to be econoxic rather than religiousvin char-
acter, but in the agitation for its passage, much abti-Jewish
sentiment was aroused and expressed., Its enfcorcement likewisé;

bears morerhardly upon Jewish than upon other immigrants.

e T
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. From this date references to the Jews are found in the histor-
ies of England,espccially in the eivil and ecolesiastical records,
increasing in freguency ag,after the congquest,the Jews increased

in numbers and came in contaet with their neighbors and fellow-citi-

zens, Thes annals likewise have no specifie literary attraction,

being merely lists of prohibitions and aceusations by the clergy,of

e 4m e T e T

taxes,tallages, fines and damzges exacted by suecessive sovereigns,
Beneath the dry reeords can be read a tale of tragedy for the Jew,
growing desper as religioud fervor waxed ri&lthe growing power of

the churéh,and royal spendthrifts became more involved in arbt ,and
subject to eclerieal dominion or to the later-growing power of the

barons,

The profane historians of the day reflected the same 8pirit
of antagonism, They wrote Of the great afflictions that #efell the
Jews,yet have no word of commiseration for them, William of Newbury |
was a eontemparary of the massaere ai York inm 1130. His "Historia
Rerum Anglicarum®(1198) gives the fullest and most authentie account
of it, There is no word of sympathy for the hapless victim& in his
narrative, Hg freely conresses the injustice of the attack,its
gselfish motigglits brutal character. "Many of the pr-ovinece of York"
he says®plotted against the Jews,not being able to suffer their opu-
lence,they themselves being in nesd,and without any scruple oyéhrist- i
ian conscience,thirsting for the blood of inridéls from greed of g
booty¥, He deplores the killing of the Jews,not however for humanity's
sake,but on account of xME expediency. They shonld have bsen spared
for purpdses of*Christian utility®. "The pérfidions Jew"should be al-
lowed to live amﬁ%g Christians#as the form of the Lord's ecross is

_painted in the Chureh of Christ,viz:for the contlgnal and most helpfhl

remembranee by ‘all faithful of our Lord's Passion'
The attackers desired to destroy the evidence of their debts to the S&

Jews. See J.A.E. P.118 (3 Ibid. p.122
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- ﬂn‘the- Paris,an nistorian of the thirteenth century,wrised in

e e e S

similar wein, His *Historisa Hajor® has much to say about ihe Jews

- from very earliest.times,but he accepts and puts down as veritable !
- the slanders uttered against them. In his aceount of the incident
;; of the martyrdom of little St.Hugh of Lincoln,there is no question
i but that the Jews were guiliy . Though the incident occurred in

August and P%ssover is never later than April he. accepts without com-

S

’r‘,’\

ment the statement that the lad was sacrificed as a*Paschal orrering!“"
Paris was a monk of the abbey of St Albans/,and as a monk should

have been better asquainted with the ecclesiastical calend'ar. But

| being a monk,he was re.ady to aeceept and propagate any charge against

Rastry, Tﬂe inecident of Hugh of Lincoln evidently made a

| wide and deep impresskon, It was reeordes not only
‘ in the history.bﬁt. in the poeiry of the period. The ballads of the
day,the truest index of the popular mind,show how universally the
superstition of the people accepted the story as true., Ko less
than eightaé;;’\'végsim of it have been collected from among the
ballads of the time, The best knowzis that of the *The Jaw's
Daughter®, Here au added touch of pathos,or of cruelty as yo:: may
choose to view 1'(.’,18 ggven by the thought that the child is enticed
away and put to death by & female hand. She v-clla him in a cakt«fet
' Jesd and Sasts him in the well,full fifty fathoms deep. The ballad

pictures the frantie mother's search for him at the *Jews® castell,

at the Jev'c garden and at the deep draw-well®. At each place she

ealls aloud for her child,asks him if he is there.

v ScelJewish Ideals and other Essays® ,Joseph Jacobs Lon.1896,p.195
93: Prof.Childs, Camb. Mass. 1332
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"Quhan bells were rung,and mass wae sug%’
And every lady went haz;e: ’

Than ilke lady had her zong sonne,
But Lady Helen had nane.

¥Seho rowd her mantil hir about,
And sair sair gan she weip;

And she ran into the Jewis castell
Quhan they wer all asleip.

"y bonny Sir Hew,mp pretty Sir Hew,
I pray the to me Bpeik.

'0 lady,rian to the deep draw-well,
¢in ze gour sonne wad sgik'.

*Lady Helen ran tc the deep draw-well,
And knelt upon her kne;

‘My bonny Sir Hew,an ze be here,

I pray the speik to me',

* 'The lead is wondrous heavy,mither,
The well is wondrous deip,

A kcen pen-knife sticks in my hert,
A word I donnae speik.’

*gas hame/ gae hame, my mither deir,
Peteh me my winding sheet,

And at the back o' Mirry-land toune,
Ite thair we twa sall mest,' *

Another version of the ballad#gives the mother's name as Maisry,
end makes the boy's dead body mect her., It aisa addq(a & mystie

- )
toush by having all the bells of Lincoln ruag without men's hands.

MXow Lady Maisry is gane hame
Made him a winding sheet;

And at the daek o' merry Lincoln
The dead ccrpse did her meet,

And &' the bells o' merry Lincoln,
¥Without men'® hands were rung;
And a' the books o' merry Lincoln,
¥ere read withou® men's tongue;
And ne'er was sueh a burial

Sin Adam's days begun®,

The greatest poetic genius of the period could not rise above the
guperstitions of his age. In the Pricresse's Tals of the Canter-
bury Talés,Chaucer evidently has reference to this Linecoln spisode.

It is true he lays the scene?in Asie in the gxExx gret citee®.

U
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arnd thus appears 10 have no ggeal allusion. But he closes with

the significant invoeation:

*0 yonge Hugh of Lincoln,sleyn zlso

With cursed Jewes,as it is notable,

Por it is niB but a litel whyle ago;

Pray eek for wvs,we sinful folk vnsizble

That of his merey God s¢ merciable

On ¥8 @is grete merey multiplye,

Por remnerence 0f his mooder Yarye.
Amen.*

William Langland,a& consemporary of Chaucer,mekes no refer-

 ence tn the Lineoln story, buit he has socmething to say to the Jews,

" His ®*Vision of Piers the Plownan" is a mystisal, religious poem

made up Of "ninesfreams®,but it doubtlesus speaks the mind of the

EBnglish people of his day,upon various incidenis to which%it makes

- re’ference, In Eook XVill, 104, Paith speaks to the Jews and thus

. reproves them:

*Ye cherls and youre ehildrea,chicne{thrive)shail ye nevres,
¥e have lordship in londe,ne no lend tylye(till),

But al bareyne be and usuarye nsen,

Whieh is 1yf that oure lorde &ll lmmes accurseth®.

Ths pPrama. The drama of the pre-Flizabethan period may be

summed up in ithe cyeles of Miraele or iMystery plays.

' These plays ir England and on the Continent were originally the

. work of the clergy,both in their composition and nroduction,

Though later profane imitators took hold of them and hecame suc-

cessfal rivals to the clergy,yet the impress of the chureh ¥as

always present. The plays were jntended to illustrage the Scrip-
tures,to he a dramatie vehicle of religious iastruciion and

exhortation.
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The subjecis were praetiezlly all taxen from the 61d &nd New
Testaments,or rrom eaclesiaszical traditions. A nunber of days,
not less than three,was necessery to Produce a series which,as
wWith tlhe Townakey Mysteries,numbered thirty plays,from the "Crea-
tion® to *Judgement hay®,Jewish charzeters natarally were represen-
ted in these plays,and there can be chserved in the irsatment of
them that broad line of cleavage ex=r which religions prejudice
has drawn. The Jewish characters of the 0ld Testament are pictured
a8 normal human beings, There is no word of condsmnation for
them.qua Jews. The buffoonery,that was intand2d as the comic
relief 10 the strain of the tragie poriicns,e.g. the horse-piay
between Cain and the Plow-hoys,the s8hrewish canduct of Xcan's wire'
these are not at their exrence. They are clever itouches ithat appesl
directly to rustic human nature, But with the representations

of the Xew Tesiament the whole atmosphere is changed., The Jews

. are no longer.Kmmamxhaimxx normal human heinms, They are the ac-

cursed despisers, tcrmentors, and erueifiers of the Saviour,
By the playwright of the Yorke Cvcle even *Pilaie himself is handled
with ununsuzal genticmess,being depicted as fair of person and acble
of heart,but unable to protect his prisoner,to whom he doss invole
untary homsage, from the hatred of the Jews!fz)

Phough these plays appearsd in Ingland mostly after the ex-

pilsion, 1290, when there were few Jews in the conuniry, the effeet

of them npon the popular mind can very easily be imagined.

*Phe English Religious Drama} Yatherine Lee Pazes, “Yacemillan & Co.
1833, p.37. T desire to express my indebtedness io this volure for
mueh of the material on the Mystery or ¥iracle plays. A eompletg

1ist of the plays,together with.the Morality plays,may be found in
the appendix of the work,pp.241 - 254.
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The scenes depieting the life and passion of Jesus were given
with startling realism, They YMoved their Spectaiors, and the
actors themselvss, t0 the profoindest depths of feeling, At times

the actors fainted on the stage because of the intensity G smow

)

- - - P - - ‘ -
tion, and spectators lost their reason, This religions eestacy could

not fail to be turned into the bitierest hatred when it consider-
ed the people whom it held to be the cause of the "divine tragedy*.,
Nor did the playwrighis take any pains to minimize this efrfect,
On the contrary it was heightensed.by tae fact that tae Jews were
made eonspicuous by their gardb, Judas, as the 5@5& conspirator,
the tyze of the race, was depicted with red hair and bheard, and
with a yellow garmeni, “The tormentors of Christ were jackets of
black buekram, painted over with nails and dice®, Then too every
detail of the suffering of Jesus was given with exaggeraicd em-
pxasis, t1ill the teasicn at the cerucifixiosn became well-nigh in-
tolcrable to the azdience, standing opsn-mouthed and wide-eyed,
drirkiag in every incident with gquivering hesrts stirred to the
pfofcundest sympathy, It is' act surprising that the populace
of the middle ages hated the Jews, Nor is it surprising that
authere, seeking to reach popular gpproval, in drama, poetry or
ticiion, should follow the lines upon whish the mind of the peopnle
ran,

These plays‘ﬁgre the seed from which sproutéd the magnificent
growth of the Elizabethan drama, The sap of the root is in the

fragrance of the rlower, Thongh in the dramatic nunities, in plot,

consiruction and iresiment YThe Rich Jew of Malta® and “"The Merchant

or Venice" may be as far removed from the ¥iracle plays of the

fourteeanth century as the heavens are ebove the earvh, yet hiad not

§z§+;$§08r been, the former could not have been,

NV 7Tbia pi3s
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A Barabas and a Shyloek c¢oild not have been ersated, or lived,
but in an atmosphere Provided by the early religious dramas, ;
In addition to the sevefal cycles of Miracle plays there
Lok aksd
was a number of igadssed plays that dealt also with Bibiical or :
with religious topies, Among thsse is ®*The Play of the Sacrament®
wnose probable date is about 1451, It is mwexxkxzex neither a
Mystery piay nor:a Morality. "It is believed to be the earliest
English drana eitann, whiech has nzither alleggrieal characters,
nor & plot founded on Biblieal narrative, or on the life of &
saint*” 1t deals with a religious theme and its effest is inevi-
table, Itis plot fivots on thes clerical slander, prevalent during
the middle ages, that the Jews outraged the saered host, whereby
Jesnus was made to suffer aaew the pangs of the Passion. The story
runs that a Jew, Jonathas, togeiher with other Jews, bribe a Christ-
ian merchant, éyf Arystory, to stcal the holy wafer from the altar

of the shureh for them. Horrified at first by the impious sug-

gestion the Christiaa merchant's horror vanishes when the promised Z

sum reaches a hundred pomds. He cdnsents to steal the wafer
from the altar. The Presbyter of the church comes $0 ﬂf;r Arys-
tory? for suppef:' The merchant plies him with wine till he is
drunk, Ha takes the chureh keys from him, invadées the altar
and carriss the sacraed host to Jonathas, The ipnder working
qualivies of ithe }afer arec depieted in full, Jonathas taxes it
to his house and he and his frieads stah it with daggers and nail
it to ;he wzll, '*It bleeds and Jonathzs tears it from the wall

to throw it into a ealaron of boiling oil, but it sticks to his hand.

Ibid p. 146
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Tn the attempts to detackR the wafer Jonsshas' hand §s torn off,

‘The wafer, with the hand, is thrown inic the oil, which siraightway

turns red as blood and overflows th= ealdron, It is then cast
into an oven 6f fire, The oven explodes ana the image of Jesus
appears, pleading with his tormentors go cease. Siricken with
fear and remorse they do 20, 2nd beg for nardon and are given iv,.
The right hand of Jonathas is restored to0 its place, He makes
publie conression and undeortakes 2 penitential pilgrimage,

This dramg, whose "mechzaniesl effects® sSesm 8 woriny precarsor
of the modern stage realism, hzs this noiteworthr faet, that the
Je#s are not pietured ag being actiuzated by hatred of the Christ-
ian Saviour, but by an honest desire for information, to find out
if the tszles zolddgr the wafer are accurate cor not, Jt is hardly
t0 ba expected however that tis avefage auditor or spectator con-
cerned himself with the motive of the Jews, Sufficient for him
that the Jews nad insulted the Church and renewed uhe surferings
of his Lord., The spirit o: the play is in keeping with ihe earl-
ier religious dramaa an& conld not hut have helped to intensilry

tha antipathy with whieh the Jews of the time were regarded,

Strictly speaking the Jewish eonsributiaons

Jewzsh Li erary . o .
U 1o Bnglish literature in the psriod are nil.

Aetiv1%y. o
This does not howaver signify thaw ihere was
no }iterary act1v1ty among them, Deprived as iney were of the

81m91est, exemental rizhts of participation in the nazlonal life

" of the English people, it was hardly to be expected that they

wonld.seek their theme in this direcsion, Besides they did not

speak the language of the land, Their ordinary intercourse be-
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twWeen ihemselves was in Preach, such business relstinns as they

had with their.neigﬁbors ¥ere conducted in Latin, the official
language of the day. Their wriiing was gdone in Hebrew, The
many misfaérizunes and persecutions , which they suffered, were hard-
ly econdueive $o0 literary labors, Yet there was8 considerable
intellectnual mevement among them, for the Jewish intallsect is
active, They had established schools et Oxford, and other towns
¥hich were well attended, and by Christian scholars as well zs
Jewish, Their efforts were conftined mainly to Riblical commenta-
ries, znd ethical and grammatical trestises,

A distinpguished fignre is that of Abrzham Tbn Rzra, a scholar
ard traveller wha visited Rngiand during the stwelfth ceniury.
Yhile there he wrote a religious ireatise "Yesod Moreh?%(The Pounda-
tion of Pelirincn)whiek he dedicated to Joseph ben Jacob in London,
and 2¥S2bbath Rpistle®, in whieh he confirms the custom of ohserv-
ing the Sabhath fron evening to evening, because it is written in
fsenesis 1, 5, *and it was evening and it was morning, the first
day©, Abraham Iba Ezra is noteworihy also for the fact that he
is original of PFrowninz's®Rabbi ban Ezra"f>

The most prominent Jewish. literayy fizure of the perioed is
Renedictus le Puneteunr, Re balonged to a schonl of smammarians and
Bibie commeéniaicrs, who flourished during the zﬁelfth century.
They rmade & spreial siudy or the puqctu&tinn 0f the Yebrew(¥asso-
retie} text of the Fible and its grammaticsl construetions.
Heneg thae name Puncrneur {¥eh, Ha-dHakdan). Eutf Penedictus d4id nol

Zj ®arnivall Pibliography pi 182
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confine himsell o dry disguisitions of grammar, He indulged in
flighis of imagery, ang is vhe the auihor of a mmmber of Esast
fzbles, under the title "ishle Sha'alim®, ¥»zbles of T~’0xe:s".éa
These fables are writien in rhvmed prose, and are similar’igrother
collections of beast ¥ables, He was likewise the author of a
book of morals(from his Pox Pables), an ethical treatise,{Sefer
¥Matzref) sana a eommentary on ihe Bibls, XHe also made a itranslae
¥ion of Adelard of Baih's ®Quaestiiones X¥aburalea®, aand a wsork on
¥ineralogy. Benedictus is doubtless she itost important Jewish
literary figure of the Pre-Elizabsthan period.

The poetic art is represented by Ysir ben Rlias, of Horwich,
¥*ho wrote a mumber of peoms, inchuding -one witn an acrostic of his
o¥n name, @ favorite exsrecise mith sarly Jewisn writers. Elchanan
ben Tsaae likewise wrote a number or poems wnd A& WOrk on a&siron-
omy, There were other Riblical commentatrcrs and gramuariang, one

of whom, Rabbi Jecoh of Orlesns, was killed in the massacre ai the

eeromadion of Richard ¥ in 1183,

vry Joseph Jecohs (J.AE.pp.137 - 3) has an execeedingly interest-
ing note cﬂmparlng +he fables of Renedictus with those of Aesc)p,
which ocel Ysopet of ¥arie of ™ance, wWhich was written however
in Pagland berbrp 1226,  Also with fables aseribed to ¥ing Alfred.
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en age in Inglish literature., There were minor noeits who, lilke

the p2ling stars, heraldsd the dawm. Then cwiie ihe morning

-l

glow ¢l lariocwe and itlhen the noon-day ruddance of ithe naster-

-
mind of Shaiespsare. ihere is no 2y to the preblen as Loy

the cew shciuld have Desn introduced into the iliterature of

Lopez &id ncu occur till 1594, That few Jews lived in Zng-

land did so very guietly and for thne most »nart in d4i
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Yet s early as 1875 3tedhsn Gosson descr
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of ibuse™ a lost play called "ths Jew showme at the
Bull (an inn} ..... reprascnting ihe greedinesse of worldly
chussrs and 51004¥ mindes cf usurers". rossibly this niay

was the Tirnal scho cf the earlier reiigious dramas. TFive

and wililng tc it the ipterest zo. 1In Cresne's drata,
"The First zart of the Tragicall Raigne of Selimus, Dmper-

our of the Iurks", ihere is = Jswish character, ibraham, whno

poisons Bsjazet at the instigation of Selimus, Selimus plots
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the death of 2ajazet his father, and ihess significan

are put in nis =guih,

hath #ith him a cunning Jew

ing physicke; and so skill'd therein,
As if he had pcw'r over life and death
withall a man so sitoutl and resolute

fhat he will venture anything for gold.

The Jew with some intoxicuted crinks

Shall pcyson Bzajazet and that dlind Tlord:
ihen cne of Lydraes hsads is clean off %

T gajaze
Profes

[4

this passages is intended to rzfer to the incident of

rodsrigo Lopez cannet be guinsaid, lamseus st wrote "ihe

PR JPTPPE Y L P N R ay == = )
Yy t‘j
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Crator, handling 2 sundreé@ Severall Discourses,™ Ih

A e

y

: s/
;"The Rich Jew Christicpher . arlowe, "bathed in the Thesplian
: #ad in him those Hrave translunary things
i of saita” That the Tirst peets had.”
1t i3 +hougan’d niticq L.'“' k! = S s endor
13 13 TO0USANT DLTLIES  LN&e ey, L1A€ [NLS grealer

brother, shouid havs given over t
he did rctain®? to ihe tragic misrepresentation of a pecple,
*ire Richn Jew of ¥alta" is not Harlows's gresatest play. It

does not touch the heights that "Tanburlainsg" or'Ir.raustus"
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ghty line" which 3en
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e ingvitanle comparison with
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thic Y .nchant of Venice" it b
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as bhesn accorded a place in . lit-

g erature it wouvld nerhaps not ofhcrwise have attained.
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s connecticn, =2z will he
shown later, - aricwe is truér than Shalespeare., Iz is also
correct whsn e wades 3daradas declare that —ern of judgstent
should held their wealth © in 1ittle room ", (ict.T Se.T)w.
ihiis wuas a policy forced upcn the Jsws by the exigencics of
their life. Zriven from izand to land, uncsrtain of tre ten-
urse ¢f thelr stuy in any locality, plundered ard persecuted

whiz of prince cor monarch or the nsads of the roval

able shaze as far as possible, sc that when fleeing, they
sl culd nct be ulterly bsrsit. The oiher iuncidents of the

as picturss of Jewish 1ife or character are Talse a1l false.
¥o Jew would ever employ his child as Jarabas did ibigail,

tc iurc two lovers on tc¢ their dszath, Mer would a2 Je€w have
had ths inhuzanity to poison a houssful of human bHeings.

Zaricwe reiteratecs the 018 calunnies that the Jews poison well

walls™ fact.IT Sc.3)

It's nc sin to deceive a Christian,

Fcr they themselves hold the rrineinie,
Faith is not tc be held witr herstics
For aTT ars heretics that are not sSsus.”

"Ire Lich Jew of Malig' .was writien in 1RPF or I7F3, Hut a

few ;ear_"

o
(W)
D
H
o]
+
(¢
£y
o
H
Q
3
@
[47]
p!
13
&
=
3
fe 1)
5
(]
§
.04
W]
N
"
3
jay
F fe
7]
o]
]
fode
2]
4]
.

He was only twenty-nine when he gas killed in s tavern brawl

J=de

n 1563. It exhibits the &spiks as well a2s the heights of his

genius. The plot is an accumulaiion cf horror piléd upen hor-

(40

[~

characters are 1mno<u1ble. "It is as though “arlows

razed the dregs avd,*acsac ced t%e‘dunghllls of huranity to jus-
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ine end®. ihe motive andl

cccasion of the vlay are alike uninown. Ead “sriowe dpeen of
asion

«ere he suscentible
an esnecially religious turn of mind, or We€re us i
s A
s 4 - 24 3 5 e a? oAU
to -molic sentiment, thriftily to cater to it,it might be sai

ons of these motives actuated him, 3But he was an outsdcken
atteist, careless of public orvinion, indifferert to -udblic
glamer or annrovsl. e had to senseg ¢f thrilt or »rovidence

he was a full member of that brotherhood of the age, who 1liv.

é 23 for the day, who ate when they rad, drank whea they coculd

? and wrote wren they nust, ;
: ire play was extremely porular., Its crueity, its coarse—

g ness, its vulgar horrors suited the age, The genius of ;
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Yarlowe had dared burst the bends of the rhyming couplet and
had given trhe splendid swing of the blank rentagmeter. It
could have carried sven z heavier purden than ithe hynerbole
of its horror and ithe unnaturainess ¢ its here, had thsse
been possible.im ¥arlowe's influence upon his gzeaeration

was distinetly visible, net onliy in ths mechanisp cof »nroduc--

icn, but in the snirit. Shakesneare, though practically

*ce/petrays the last definable traces® of it

Lee, - In eariier nlays the iraces zre abundent. "Iitus

says Zidney

Syxond's "Shakespeare's Predecesscor in English Drama,”
- Life of Willilam Chakespeare Lon.iS03, D.68
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Anéronicus Tis Jarlcwesque in its cruslty znd horror. It an-

pearsd shorily after "The Jew of 'zlta"™ . The character of

Aarcn in it is the hesrtiess villian, Ze is called a Moor but

jt is more than possible trat a name so distincily Jewish was

not chossn without intention, even as the naze 3abmbas, the =k
thiel viose 1life was zaved in preference o that of Jesus,
was cerosun te mzie him the more hateful.

*iee pich Jew of ‘alta” is a classic, but one of injue-

of the Jews, az it sxisted in “arlowe's day, It was an un-
trus concenticn,be
lowe relved, &1l usha™mily tco well, tc strergthen end ner-
petuate il., b3 ex“ravagances of the nlay are nc deubt ~ut
aside, wut ihe intolsrance and the utter la2c% of understans-
nsy were hased

hut to be

cf Zngland's grealest peet and dramatis Though an in-
cident of »nrofcund public intsresst was ithe occasion for tne

* ‘grchant of venice" 'ariocwe's play was 10 no small measure

the modsl and the nmotive of it.

* Ghe Msrchant Among the »nlays of Shakespeare the "Yerchant

of .Vvenics " of Venice® is listed as a comedy. It is in

and more bitter tharn even the imaginaticn cf the master nost
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tion of thnelr 1ife and character,- of the fastening
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could have devised, it is the tragedy not of ac individual,
but of the century - gndurisg humiliation and insult tc a
whole veodle, -~ the tragedy of ihiz accented misrevresenta-

on th

uv
of a cruslly false name, 2nd making it a bys-word and a reproach,

¢ Jows have suffered fronm many false accusations in the course
of their nistory, ihc old Rowmans accusfed them of worshinping

tire hexd of an ass in ihelir "holy of heliss"., The w€diasval

clergy accused thew o nelisoning wells, of cuzusinc trc dlagues,
enidenics and westilen that ravagsd Zurone during the mide-
dl< ages. €y Cclar them with the wutilation of the sa-

trese sunerstitions havs havpily passed away. Scme unirue

[@)
S'.
e}
w2
o
[&]
-
[
[
Q
3
(M)
)

“orw or another, are yet made even in thi

twentieth century. sut of them ali ncne has besn more perist-

ent, or more damaging by rsason of its oresentation, than has
the characterization giver them by ingiand's greatest nlay-

wright. Through his genius ithers has besn given world-wide

currency to the concspvicn that the Jews ate a3 ¢lass of reo-

tior of 2 Jew,- the criginal Shylock was a Christian, {b) that

the introduciion of the Jew was pursiy gratnitcus and malici-

cus, ‘and, thougn the ch nge @as not made by Shake zare yet
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s2d against the <Jews, «nd in crdsr tc takes advantage of

circumstance that arcussdé thlis clamor asd cialmed the pub-
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defeated but
hadé not abated and antonic was warrly v

of Fhilip of Spain.

throne of Portugal, £led tc Londen with

y 1lic mind at the time was the conviction and execution of

@
1n¢ Lopez family had fled from Snzin, doudbi-
452, wheén the Zpanish decree of exrulsion was Droiun-

after some wandering they seiiled in England ezsrly

£ D

two years before.
glcomed as an enemy

2ut he was a shallow and ungratslul

feliow and he and ..ovez did not get cn well tegsther.
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stance of the iliistcry ¢f this incicdent i< from an
by 3idney Lee in "The Centlemnen's “agazine', Iah,
:ntitled "The Criginal of Shyleck.,” A susmary of
article may be found in Furness' Variorum Zdition
sreare, - appendix to the Msrehant of venice,
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be drawn inte the matisr, though he ¢id incautiously betray

beitray hic Tfeeliing against Pezez., There were plois and

counter-plots and all the inirigues familiar to royal house-
holés. i plot was made against the 1life of LElizabeth herselfl

and LoDez was accused of participaticn in it., His houze and

Dossessiocons were ransacked bul no evidenee could he found

against hin, Butl ihe poison of accusation workzd in the

minds of ih¢ courtiers zsnd peonle. Then those,vro wers accus

ed with him, wesre threaitened with tord

ole

coctzd that inveivad iomez beyeond the here of extricatiaon,

a wees aiter the Jirst failure to imnlicate him loneym

was arrssied and brought to trial, From the begianing cen-

timent wasz ageinast hin. Ir the feneral nind his reiigion

was excuse Toir any villainy. Coke, ths prosecutor, laid
gons conclusion., L& was adjugded guilty and the judcment
wasS popularly acclaimed. Yet thoss,who thought, were not

warrant, It was tei until z=fter much delzy had inflaned

the public mind, and on the renrssentation of = martisan

she finzglly offixed her signature tc the rapers. Leneg
was ahnged at Iyburn, May 1894, His execution arocused

ure, a stery was ccn-

3% 28 a4 "vile S=9", The verdict was a fore-
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great public excitement, which was not lessened by the fact
that the govepnment put forﬁh"several offieial accounts §f
the couspiracy. f
The theater was then the medium of public knowledgef%nd
the moulder of public opinion. It was the daily newspé?er
the periodical and magazine rolled into one. In Henslﬁée's
diary there are entries that between May 1594, the date §f
the execution and the end of that year, there were twent&'a

representations in which a Jew was the subject, Among t&eé@

was the Merchant of Venice, produced August 1594 under ﬁﬁe 23

titlé ® A Venesyon Comedy®. All the others have sunk int¢
the 1ép of oblivion. Clothed in the immortal garb of ﬁis
author's supreme genius Shylock alone survives. |

The execution of Roderigo Lopez was the occasion oﬁ
Shakespeare's writing the ®¥erchant of Venice*, But wﬁere
did he get the material that forms the plot of the play?
There’ was nothing in the 1ife of Lopsz to suggest that.&-!he
story of the pound of flesh was an old one even in Shakes-
pearets day. There is a numbsr of versions, dating back
as early as 1250, and found in the French, Italian, German,
English and Danish literatures of the period. . In all these
earlier versions the creditor, who seeks the péuhd of flesh
is never a Jew. Both parties to the compact ére Christians,
or noﬁinally sogj The Jew was introduced dy tﬁg Italian
writer, Fiorentino in 1378, in a volume of shof%,stories,

A g & Jf ol ok, Mol T Crns, Fecd X8 CHCAAT
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which he published, called "Il Pecorone. It was Fiorentino's

version_tha$ Shakesﬁeare used. Fiorentino laid the scene in

Venice, He changed the incident to make the borrower borrow,

not for himself but for another., He pictured his fortune as

bound up in ships and their cargoes scattered upon the seas.

o

Dr.Graetz says that Fiorentino made the change and gave the

)
role of the heartless creditor to the Jew, becausg;he wrote

shortly after the black plague, which,in 1348, had swept over
Europe and ravaged every continental state. The Jews had been
accused of polsoning the wells and causing the plague, Fioren-
tino, like many anojiher bidder for applause, could ride upon
the crest of the wave of popular prsjudice and turn its fores
to his own advantage. ©From this perverted version of an
old story Shakespeare drew his matter, skillfully interwove
with it the lighter theme of another tale, "The story of the
Three CGaskets®, and by the glamour of his genius blinded the
eyes of the world to the cruelty and the injustige of it.
Shakespeare's treatment of the character of Shylock
has been the subject of much debate. Probably none of his

characters, outside of Eamlet, has been so much discussed,

There are those who kold that Shakespeare did not intend to

attack the Jew, but to defend him, that in reality Shylock

? See Graetz "Shylock im der Sage, im Drama,und in der Geschichte*
Y bid.

Krotoschin, 1880.
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1é’j the Igzeroi of the play, that he is not a mere sordid usurer,
relentlessly demanding the last letter of his bond, but the
'spokesma;n of his people jn the expression of the wrongs that

I

, 'tbey suffer, and which they seek to redress. An impartial
/

3 reading of the play of the play leunds plausibility of this

aeontention. Shyloek without doubt, has ths better of the

/ / argument all through There is no silencing of the battery

#f his logie, or wea&ening of the strength of his position.
1ﬁhen Antonio comes tof borrow the money, Shylock turns upon
him with a flash of nlnmina.ting indigration at the treat-
ment he has hithertdé :received at Antonio's hands.

‘ Signior Antonio,lqany a time and oft
.. In the Rialtg you have rated me
About my monies, ‘and my usances:
Still have I borne it with a patient shrug;
¥or sufferance is the badge of all our tribe:
‘You call nme nisbeliever cut-~throat dog,
And spel upon my Jewish gaberdine,
And all for use of that which is mine own,
Wwell then, it now ‘appears you need my help:
What should I say to you? Should I not say,
*Hath a dog money? is it possible
A cur can lend three thousand ducats?®'® or
Shall I bend low, &nd in a bondsman®s key,
Wibh*bated breath and whispering humbleness,
Say this,-
*Fair sir you spe‘t on me on Wednesday last;
Xou spurn*d me such a day; another time
I?u call’d me dog;' and for thes? courtesies:
o
I'11 lend you thus; much monies? K GerTSe.s )

It is here indeed that Shylock speaks as the representa-
- tive of his people, voicing the wrongs, the iunsult, the humil-

iation-, the cons?ant.oq.tra.ge upon their feelings as men and as

b5
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Jews, which tﬁey received}fram'their Christian fellowmen, It
is unanswerable in iis logie, eloqnentfiu its scorn, righteous
in‘its reseniment. Antonio can make no answer. With dogged
insolence he sayss: ; |
* 1 am as like to call thee so again,

To spit on thee again, to spurn thee too,

If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not

As to thy friends ..c.ccceaceccns

But lend it rather to thine enemy:

Who, if he break, thou mayst with' better face

Exact the penalty.' (Ibig)
IheAgags is thrown and qccepted. It 1s nét an accommadation
between friends, It is.a contest betueeﬁ enemies, and under
ordinary conditions the exaction of the ‘bond would have been
justified. 4. B |

' But, this justificstion notwithstanding, it was not Shakes-'

peare's intention to ju&tify the Jew. ke wrote the play to
take advantage of an incident that had a?oused wide publie
interest and excitement, It is hardly ?robably that he would
have attempted to stem the wave of hatre& thgﬁ just then more
than ever surged among the London populace. ixﬁhen first pro-
duced, during Shakespeare®s 1life and dodbtless with his knowl-
edge and approval, they plaw was given as a ccmedy, with Shy- -
lock as a comic character, with red bearé?an&?ﬁaigggnd exag-
gerated features. It was not until one hundred and Tifty

years later, in 1741, that the actor ﬂacklin played the char-—

(jln the morality plays of the thirteenth and fcurteenth centurles
Judas, the arch traitor, was dressed in §.ye110w garment with
red hair and beard. See Supra, chap.III
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this
acter serigusly and invested it with dignity, It-was k= portray-

al that drew from Pope the couplst,

®* This is the Jew
That Shakespeare drew,?

‘It was the Jew that Shakespeare drew, but not that he
intended, Shakespeare's genius was greater than himself,
Sis”sense of justiceyp his;keed'perception of the fundamental
ffuths of things, his intuitive knowledge of human nature, his
’stynpathy with the persecuted and the despised, his almost in-
fallible grasp upon the moving springs of human conduct, made |
him ereate a character nobler than he inteéded, and to justify
Shylock as the representative of a sorely-hbused people, His
reply to Salarino's question, as to why hé%would take the
pound of flesh if it became forfeit, is an exposition of the
buman heart as reveating as the glare of a search-light upon
a neighboring shore,

®*To bait fish uithal' if it will feed nothing else, it
will feed my revenge. He hath disgraced me, and hind-
ered me half a miliion; laughed at my losses, mocked at
ny gains, scorned my nation, thwarted my bargazns cool-
ed my friends, heated mine enemies' and what's his reason?
I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? hath not a Jew-hands,
organs, dimensions, senses, affections, passions? fed
with the same food, hurt with the same weapons, subject
to the same diseases, healed by the same means, warmed
and cocled by the same winter and summer, as a Chrlstian
is? 1If you prick us, do we not bleed? if you tickle us,
do we mot laugh? if you poison us do we not die? and if’
you wrong us, shall we not revenget If we are not like

. you in the rest, we will resemble you in that, If a Jew
wrongg a Ghrlstlan what is his humility? Revenge. If
& Christian wrong a Jew what should his suffewmance be by
Christian example? ihy,revenge. The villiany you teach me
I will execute, and it shall go hard but I will better
the instructlon. (Act I1I, Sec. 1)
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, It is the finest justification of Shylock's conduct
that need be given. It is vindication, whose eloquence and’

S T L S

whosg justice are as unmatched as Shakespeare's own consum-

A SR e L S

mats ‘genius, and one which, if uttered by other lips would
S @
be applanded to the echo. Victor Hugo says of it:-*This

ST

sublime jwprecation is the most eloguent plea that the human

AT s B R

vo&ce has ever dared to utter for a despised race, Whatsoever

T e

donouement it is here Justified, Let Shylock be as implaca-

B0 b dn o dked G

ble as he may, assuredly® he will no more than equal his in-
strudtion. Even grantiog that he obtains a pound of Antonio's
;flesh\ it will never outweigh, in phe scales .of reprisal, the
mil&ions of corpses heaped in Christian shambles by the buich-
en§ of‘thirteen csnturies, A German writégjsays of it:-

;x 'éere it is that Shylock appears as the deputy and avenger

| of his whole, shamefully-maltreated people. In his tones we
hear the protest, crying to heaven of human rights trodden

;i under foot and against the love of huzanity paraded by the

i hypocr;tical mouths of his pppressors."

fAnd Fet ——- great as is the argument in behalf of the

¢ iifiaﬁle, according to normal human linss of cou&nct, as they
i t _

; ,hay have been under the conditions, vengefulness and thirst

£ ' :

i for bleod are not characteristic quallties of the Jews. The

; | great wrong that Shakespeare has dome the Jewish people, was

(7iioted by Furness, Variorum Editiom, Merchant of Venice, p.128
ﬂonigpan Shak, Yahrbuch XV111, p.221
f

wérm,that turned, it is not a true picture. As completely jus-

S T R
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not in the fact that he fashioned such a character as Shylock)

but in the fact that hy £3 constantly

associating the word Jew with the usury, the cruelty, the vin-
dictivéness and the blood-thirsty vengefulness ascribed to him
byfgnyhasizihg;at every evil point Shylock’s race and religion
he has made hih as a typse of his people, and his vices and his
fanlis as chéracteristics of his kinsmen, Shakespeare has
painted many other villains, #acbeth, Xing John, Richard III,
Iago, - has made them murderous, cruel, treacherous and venge-
ful,- yet never did he associate their religious creed with

them, and no reproach has ever come through them upon the

' Christian religion or Christian peopiles. The VYillainies

that they egécuteﬁ were individual,- The villainy of Shylock
was made to be Jewish. This is the bitterness of the Verchant
of Venice? | 7

The use of the word usasy is misleading., Todsy the
taking of ordinary, legal iutérest for the loan of money is
considered as a legltimate and commendable enterprisse.

ﬂsﬁ:y means unnatural and exorbitant interest exacted through

' the necessity of the borrowsr. In the early and middle ages
" all interest was called usury. The Church had placed its
ban upon the taking of interesi. It held the principle enun-

ciated by Aristdtle, that money was barren and could not breed
anything, that it was simply afbonveuience of exchange-add
barter, Yet we know that inteiest-taking is as old as

i
!




{ eivilization. Usury in its modern sense was practiced in an-

| cient Egypt, Greece and Rome, It was common throughout the :

? ¥iddle Ages in Eurcpe. In England, at the very time that '

! Shakespears wrote the practice of usumy was carried on to such

| an extent by the Englishmen themselvestthat statutes had to be

; established to repress their crueltiy and heartlessness., The

! popes themselves, the very heads cf the Church, while it was

| thundering its anathema against all money-lending for profit,

| were the greatest usurers, Through the means of merchants

| called Caurstné, they loamed the immense revenues of the Church
at exorbitant interest, and under a clerical subterfuge that

was simply colossal in its hijpocrisy.

Legal rates of interest were high during the Middie

Ages. They have fallen with every csutury of civilization,

It is an axiomatic principle of interest that the rates are pro-

| portionate to the risk involved. Did the Jewish money 1eﬁder5"

1 of the ¥iddle Ages undergo a greater risk than their Christian~f

i neighbors? than even the lawless spirit of the time ordfnaiily :

{ created? Money-lending was practically the only means of live-

| iinood permitted to them. They could mot own land of t111 it.)

They could not enter any of the guilds, or artisans'¥or merchgbts

i associations, or into any trade or profession, excepting‘medféine

~See quotation from Dr.Tovey's ®Anglia Judaica®, in *Jews
as they Are* by C.X,.Salaman, London 1882, p.1l08. For an*Histori-
cal SBurvey of the Practice of Usury in Ancient and Yodern Times,
-aee ¥r.Salaman®s work pages 99 - 122, :

S




is last too was held against them, Their eminence in the

é medical profession was ascribed to the use of "black arts*,

B,

i It is one of the cruel ironies of history that the Jews, driv-

en from every other avenue of bread-winning, were forced to be

mouney-lenders and then were spat upon because they were money-
;‘1enders. Even in this occupation they were far from secure,
; Ihe kings used them as sponges, to squeeze gold from, when ca-
| price or necessity demanded, And their less nchle debhtors

i often repudiated their indebtedness, It is a fact that many

of the massacres, instituted agairst the Jews, were simply

! for the purpose of wiping out the svidences of inflebtedness

M O
- which they held. The royal hypeocrite St.Louis of France, or-

. dained that *for the salvation of his own soul and that of

POy

1
5

d

1
14
i
1
:
)

“his ancestors® all Christians should be released of one third

of their debts to the Jews.

By reason of the risk involved, the number of debts re-

pudiated without redress, the taxés and exactions forced fromﬂf

them the Jews would hace been wholly justified in chargzng :

the highest rates of interest, But it is a gquestion if they

 were permitted to charge more than the prevailing rates.
Shylock as a monsy-lender is a representative of the Jews bﬂ

the ¥iddle Ages,- but Shylock as a rapacious usurer is a con—

_ ception that is false and unjust, by every principle of eco-

3

‘Lbl Pe. ; 3
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nonics and every fact of history.
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Yet even this is trifiing compared witﬁ the picture given

of him as relentlessly demanding Pis nound of flesh. Eerein

the craracterization is wholly unreal and misleading. It is
contrary to the history of the Jew, contrary to the whole spir-
it od the Jewish religlon. ‘The Jew is not vengeful or vindict-
ivs, As terribly as he has bheen treated he harbors neither
hatred nor griidge. He knows who it is that has drereed *"¥ine
is vengeance and retributicn?, He is not ermel. Ee has no
thirst for blood., He has & horror of the mutilation of the
body. Eis 3ible teaches him the profourndest consideration

for even dumd animals.; He is ferbidden to practice cruelty
against the beast_of the fieldfyor the bird in the air. He
cannot perzit the ox to hunger when he is treading out the cornm.
He carnot ycke an ox and an ass tOgethér. He cannot remain
idly by to see the ass of his neignbo®, even of his enenmy,
fallen under his Burden by the ways_ide.@ Can it bs possible
that the Jew, who clung so closely to his 3ible should be truly
portrayed as acting in direct'contradiction to 1ts precepts

and its spirit? Shakespeare, with all his genius, and all his

wonderful range of knowledge, intuitive ahd acquired, could not

@"’ EXodus XAIII 18 - Lev, XXII 22 - Prov.XII 10 .
@ peut.XXII 6 -

& Deut xxv ¢

i¢ Deut. XXII 10

I® Exodus X3III 8

*
- > - -
.
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have known or understcod the character and customs of Jewish

people, else he never would have vainted then as vesngeful
and blood-thirsty. If he did know and understand he subordin-
ated his knowledge to the ignorance and prejudiée of his
generation,

o .

A schodrarly writer has put forth the theory that Shylock
had not interded to exact the penalty of the bond, that he
desired to revenge himself only tc the extent of humbling
antonio's pride by making his life sudject tc the z=erey of

el

¢t

(i

despised Jew, or in the event of the paymnent of the loan,

toc show Fhe Jew too cculé loan money without interest, - It was
the incidsent cf Jsssica that changed his good intenticn and
transformed hin idto the hunted creature that turns upon his
pursuers with the furg of despair, Jhile not prepared wholly

to subscribe to this theory thers is thalt in the »3ay that lends
Tlausibility to it., 1In the third act Shylock iearms of his
daughterts disloyalty and adbduction Before he becomes aware

of antonio's misfortuses. As he enters, Salarinc questicos

him, “how now, Shylock, what news among the merchantst?" Shylokk's
mind is noi upon his ducats, but upon his daughter' mxfXighk.
"You knew*, he responds,'néne so well as
you, of ny dadghter’s flightt Salarinc insolently amswers,
*That's certain, I, for my part, knew the tallor who made the

wings she flew withal," After more baiting and insult Saladkino

Ir.“.Jastrow, in *Young Israel®*., ¥ay 1706.




ot

- mention's Antcnioc's name and asks Shylock if he has reard any

news, Shylock knows nothing, and Salarino offers the suggest-

ion that Antcnio may have to pay the penality of his dbond, and
questions Skylock if he will insist upon it, should the con-
tingency develop, Swmarting under the betrayal of his chiid,
and the fresh iaosults of his interrogator, Shylock®s mood is
ripe for anything, Yet, even in his wrath he gives ample
reason for the step,and there Tolicws that magnificient smeech
of vindication. In it he ogurs forth the pent up passion of
years,and sends forth his cry agaiust the insult, the injus-
tice and the contumely constantly offered to himself and his
peonie,

It is fair question whether Bhylock®s passionate fury wonld
have been so aroused had the incident of Jessica not taken
vplace, Be the answer to it what it may, it is one of Shakes-
pearc's master-pirokes that the incident is introduced, arnd
how and when it is., Juv the following scene whers Tubal %tells
of Jessica's flight, of her reckless squandering of wmorey,
andtghe seme breath of the wrecking and loss of Antonict!s ships,
how consuzmate 1s the art that binds these two so cunningly

together and gives to Shylock reasca for his rage and room

for his revenge.

As far as his sources ars concerned, this incident and the

character of Jessica are invertiouns og Shakespeare, In®Il Pecor-

one® ,there are all the other lsading characters, Shylock,Fortia,

e
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Bassanio, Antcnlo, and ﬁerissé, = but no Jessica. In "The Rich
Jew of ¥alta® there is a daughter, but the difference irn the
ccaduct and characier betwsen Abigall and Jessiea is so great
that oune cannot be considered the prototyve of the other.
Abigail is Paithful, obedient, and fully compliant to the wishes
of her father, even to her gorrow and against her will., Though
Barabas uses his child to fuprther his villainies, yet he lcves
her strongly, and this tender relation dbetween father and daugh-
ter is a wore faithful plicture of the Jewish custem than is
Jessica's apostasy and theft. Shakesvpeare gave Shylock 2 daugh-
ter, but not a wife, For this latter fact
Lessiag laid”déin the rrinciple that in every #ightly con-
structed drama, every character has a reason for its pressnce,
and when a character,normalliy exrected to e present, is absent,
there must be s sufficient reason for the absence, Iﬁere is
reason for the absencs of Shyiock's wife and Jessica's mother.
As abuooraal and untrue a characterization as is the figure of
Shylock as it now stands, it would have been a spiritual and
dramatic impcssihility had there bdeeh a wife and mother in
the home. Her absemce was a necessity. & $hyjock thirsting
for revenge, mertdlessly Qemanding his pound of flssh, wag
only possible when that Shylock was bereft of the scftening

influence of the home-life, such as it existed in tender and

beautiful affection among the Jews, 3aited and mumiliated in

'thejgtreet he comes, not to a home, but tc an emrty house,

there is much reascn.-
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E;wanting in welcozs, wantiling in affection, wanting, =béve 211,
‘f§ﬁ trhat loving sympathy and understandling which 3 life's con-
_%ugal comrade—and companion would know so well to give, Yhen,
‘iin the recital of Jessica's flight and folly, Tubal touches
iupon her dispcsal of her mother's betroghal ring, Shylock is
"touched to the quick, It is the first and only nention of his

!/ wife's name, It is the crowning insult, for he Xnows that it

IR W TP
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“is antonio's fricnds who have done it, for they taunt him op-

enly with it. It is the drop that maxes his eup of bitter-
ness to overflow. He is now vot oniy the baited Jew. Ee is
the outreged father, the Butraged husband, the man who has
‘been wounded in hig dearest possession, whogk tsuderest men-
éﬁy has Teen desecrated,

_ The erisocde of Jessica i1ikewise denconstrates the neces-
sii}yﬂﬁr the absence of the mother in the develorment of the
pioii Had Jessica' known a rother's mare and guidance at
ﬁhis éﬁpreme moment in a maiden's life, it is inconcsivahle
tﬁgﬁ she should have adbjured her faith, sticlen her father's
méggy and nade a mock ol her mother's ring. She had no con-
pénibnship at home, not even a maid is mentioned, nor any wo-
maﬁ uith\qhom she could have held womanly eonversé to while
avay the tedious rours. Like a mere man Shylock turns the
Zey in the doorg and fondly thinks he is locking out all harm,

Had there been a nother's bosom to which a Jewlish Jegsica

‘could have fled for refuge, a mother's ear into which she
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‘my ducats,® and ‘stiil have I learned tc bear with patient

7/

could have poured out the whisperings of her maiéénly confi-
dences, her shy Bopes and tender dreams and giriish visions
of romance, had there been a mother®s heart that would have
felt and known and understood it all, to soothe her with:
mother~love and counsel, the Jessica of the ¥erchant of Vemice
would have been a psychological impossibility. And Shaké33esre
realized this and purposely cmitited the charzeicr of Shaidck'é‘
wife. |

In a nunber of passages there are itraces of "The Jew gf;;
ialta® in ®The Ver€hant of Venics, Uariowe's “C my girl, ?y ‘Q\
g01d, my fortune, my felicity,?{act 1I,Sc.I) and "I lesrned '
in Florence how to Kiss my hand, heave up Dy shculders, whéﬂg
they call me dog,?(3Sc.II) are recalled in *Oh my daughter, |
shrug,” cf Shakesprare. 3ut the difference in trsatzent ?\
evinces the wide gap betwmsen the italent ¢f VYarlowe and the |
genius of Shaxespeare. 4aside frow his love for his daughter
3arabas is a foolish boasting viliain, where he is not made
a hoshidle monster. Shylock nowhere beasts of his deeds or
ccubts his wealtk, Ke defines and defends his position with
unanswerable logic, and if the play 2ppealed only tc the in-
teizect and nct the emotions Shylockis positicon would »e un-
assailable. Hew splendid is the reaggning in the speech be-
ginning *7hat judgment shall I dread,éding no arong??{act IV,sc.I)

Gne feels that it is the merest quidbnle of the law that de-

-
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feats him, a loovhole of the verlest techincality where through
antonio escapes, and though sympathy may applaud this trick of
the law, the judgment cannot approve where equitly is denied. |
Gn the other hand 3Barabas is moved sisply by a colossal vas-
sion of race-pride and race-hatred, which lsads hiz to a frem-
zied riot of crime, tkat is as unreal as it is amonmstrous.
¥arlowe has no lightning flashes of humof to reljeve and light-
en the darkness of hig tragsdy. It 1s all a »piling of Cssa

upog Yelionm oF villainy andé horror. e seems to revel in the

- ~anarchig ferccity of 3zrabas 3b35e3ﬂeare #ith marvellous

. intuition, erters into an understardzng of thyloek's feslilings,
ay undsrstanding whAch - as 7‘z'.herf":zrd says, "the modern world

. has nmistalen for sympaxhy " The iner, truar delineation of

.Shylock is rot a®deiiberate appfoach to modern tolsrance or

| humanity® "but a severer judgment which iends to make the

‘wetribution, which overtakes him, not only more drastic, but
D " - .

.ito ‘eppear to bs more just, Karlowe errs alsc it that hs nuts

‘Dagan andﬁéhristian oaths inssaraba's acuth. Ee makes Barabas

use & Latin quotation{by the way a misquotation) from Terence's
® anaria®{sct.I Sc.I) to swear by "Corps 4i Dio%(Se.IX) and to
address the great "Primus Motor®(Ibid), A Jewish merchant of

the periocd wouild hardly have been versed in Latin, and even

‘nad he been, would not have made use of it as 2arabas aid,

* nor indeed swornm "by the body of Cod®. Shakespeare makes no

—~
P

’such slip. Shylock's dliusicns, Gllustrations and imvrecations

- S




éare all confined to the 0ld Testament,
! Though it4has been sald that the play was a ®*pot-hoiler”
éthis does not intend to ascribe weekness to it. It is one of
EShakespeare’s finest dramas,- one in which all the phases of
éhis incomparable genius ars evidenced. It spite of himsel?
éShylock is a gigure of traglic power, a creation that can stand
‘unabashed by the side of Lear, or Hemlet,or Othello, or
éRichard III. The lighter touches, that relisve the tension

.of the tragic strains are no less the creatures of that same

;master-mind that fashioned the ®Teapest® and "Hidsummer'ﬂight's

;Dream'. Shakespeare’s sin was not that he made Shylock, - but
ithat ke made him 3 type.

| 1he other piays in which Shakespeare menticns Jews are
?iwo Gentlezen of Veronma", Act II Se.3 and 5, #¥uch ado About
gmothing", 4ct II, Sc,.3;5 "lLowe's Labour Lost®, Act III,Sc#l;

\: o :
M¥idsurmer Xight's Dream" ict.III, Sc.l: %Hen IV, Part T
; g ’ s ry > »

lact,I1I, Sc.4; and "iacbeth*,act IV,Sc.l. Z%ml‘7¢““ al%LQMML/
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The Seventeenth Century.

The seveunteenth century was an eventful one in the histo-
| ry of tre Jews in EZngland, It witnessed their readmission

f*n'c,c, the land,~ a not alicgether formal readmission,but one

},, .

ufficiently so to serve all purpeses.- The agitation be-

{ gan early in tkhe century.. It increased as the struggle weat

{on. uor did it cease when the struggle was wen, Ihere were
| schoes of the confliict and rumhlings from the dissatisfied

ct
[ED
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gnd cf the century.

Political The iiterary phase of the conflict that raged
'ﬂritings. about the readmission of the Jews into England

] began with the publication of Leonard 3usher's
"heligious Peace” in 1614.@ This pudlication was pro-Jew-

ish. It advocated thelr cause, but it did so, not on the
grounds of right or Pustice or freedom. Its motive was

purély that of theological expediency. To admit the Jews 4= Y
give oprertunity to counvert them, The meriocd was that ofv

~

ne Puritan reformation and the age was an intensely reli-

ct

cious one. Ken were terridbly in earnest about their spir-

‘vitual welfare, It 1s not surnrising that the arguanents

concerning the readmissicnh of the Jews shouid have a theo-

17nenu3;lshed in 1644

O

O
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vigotry and superstitution, and addad to them accusations

*A Ford for the Army and Two Words for the

logical tinge. THose who opposed them did so onm religious

grounds, Those who pleaded their cause did so on religious

grounds. 7The literature dealing with this toric fully re-

flects this reiigious phass. Ihe propoqcnts vho favored

the rsadmission of the Jews, based their arguments mainly
onn two grounds,- the desire to convert the Jews, and there-

Dy to tasten the millenium., Those who 0Dposed brought

forth all the cld clerical calumnies horn of médiasval

bd

irstigzated by esconomic fear and racial antivathy.

irere was no principle of justice or huranity or

@

freedom of conscience enunciated, except in rare instances.

Cartain liorwocd, 1n n¢s "Proposals for the Propagation of

the Gospel®™, 16532, thou argning from a religious stand-
» ]

point yet mskes the pertinent point,"Shall they (the Jews)

be tolerated by the Fone, by the Tuke of Fiorence, by the

-

Turkis, by the Barbarians and otrers, and shall

have laws in forcs against then? When shall they be recalledt".

chené Williams, later the protagenist of religicus liderty

in I'ew Zngland, po inted out that the J

€ws, sven thvugh here-

ticg, might maxe good citizens. Other nronveﬂets Tor the

Jews were Hugh Peters, military historian and chaplin to

A?7A couplete list of the nhamphlets and hooks issued in this
D

connection can be found in 3.a.,J. DPp. 45 - S8 nos. 238 - 206
*The Blocdy Tenent of Persecution for Cause of Censeience, dis-
cussad in a Conference vetween Truth and FPeace," 1644.

r e

Ringdem," 1647
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the Council of State, John Sadler: Edward Nicholas and Henry
Jessey. A sample argument of the aévocated of their return
may be taken from Thomas 3arlow's ®The Case of the Lawfulness
of The Toleration of the Jews", 1654, He saygafpp. 46 ,47)

"I think there lies a heavy and sacred obligation upon
Onristians ..... to endeavour the conwersion of.the Jews,
wnich certainly cannot be by banishing them from all Christ-
ian comuonwsalths.  And therefore they must sithsr go to the
Jews or bring the Jews to them ..... ¥Yow thsse twc are »oth
one .,... Tor certainly if it be lawful for us tc po and live
amongst the Jews to preach the Cocpel, thern it will be as

lawful to bring them hither and 1ot them live avongst us

to the same purpecse,® But 3arlow is not ready

ok
O

t

H
S

us

the fate of England ahd the spiritual safety of its peonie

0

t0 the unhampered activities of ths Jews. He 1=y

#2]

down

certain restrictions, which he deems nececsary to niace unon

€,

them, Among, these rsstrictions are the following,

"No toleration should be given them to sreak anyihing
blasphenously or impiously against the Gospel,"

*Iat them profess, but not propagate their relizion.”

"They were not perzitted to carry any office or dignity
in the Christian commenweal .®

"They were not permitted ir any suit or difference be-
twoen a Jew and a Christian to draw the Christian

4 or his cause before s Jewish magistrate,”

"Kkights of the Xingdom® 18490

" an ipology for the Homourable Xaticn of the Jews and all Sons

of Israel”.

Y ® he Clory of Israel and Judan' 1683

ek N FTRYIS

7P sSee "Original Virtue and Other Studies®  S.Levy, Lon.1907, p.122
£ ibid pp. 123 - ¢ ’ o -'
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.. ®"They were nsver pernitied %o make marriages with Christians.®

?If any of the Jews turn Christian, iz cass the Jews endsav-
oured to scduce him and malicicusly injured him, they
were to be burned for it.®

? They might repzair their old synagegues, but werenot to be
tolerated tc build new,®*

*3y the Gsmpof Law they might not come abroad on Gecod Friday®.

"ihey were pot perzitted to wear farments exactly o the
Christian fasghion, but were to have distinct hadbits,
that all might kncw them to be Jows,."

ihere were other restrictious tc the effect that trey 2icht net
be physiclzans, or give physick to Jhristians, and that they
‘were not to Em present an obstinate atiitude to the attermts
nade to ccnverg them. A certain Samuel Zariiiy, in his re-
‘lation tc +ilion, a weakx forerunner to 3oswell, as an adnir-
er and hangsr-on, nct as biographer, wrcte teo John Iury, the
ceiebrated Frotestant divine for an expression of his views

@
ot the subject, The l:ztter replied along practically th
&

]

same lines as Barlow, admission under certain resiriclions,
IT this was the consideraiion ¢f their friends and
advocates, what tender mercies could the Jew exmect from
their antagonisis? The leading figure of the omnccsition
was one William Prynne. Eis bock ran through ssveral
editions ané was eagerly made use¢ of by the onponents of
the readmission. Frynne wrote in a rost bitter and vitu-

verative sitrain. He declared that the admission of the

:Cj "4 Clear 8ase of Conscience whether it bs lawful +c admit

Jews into a Christian Commonwealth® 16%8

"A Short Demurrer to the Jjewes long discontinued Remitter into
tngland; comprising an exact chronologic:l relation of their
first admission into, their ill deportment, cnoressions, and
their final banishment out of England, never to return again;
with a brief collection of such English laws,as seem strongly
to plead and conclude against their readmission® eéé.Lcn, 1€X6
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Jews was contrary to law and to public welfare, The Jews

~are the enexies of Christ, they are usurers, ciippers of

coin and nuderers and crucifiers of childrem. Hs desclared

that they were "not it for our land nor yet for our dung-

hills", and he quoted Scripture to say they,"are to hs castv

cut and trodden under the foot of men? (iath V - 1) 3ut he

id

is an irteresting writer and owing to his investigation of

the lgws bearing uncn the Jews, which his official connscte
- ion «ith the Record Office made possible, bis dook is full
ol infiormation, ard, where theologiwal doctrine is nct in-
velved, of historic material,
Prynne's attack was answered in a work ihat, aireit

strongly religionistic in tone, is a remarkably just and

tolerant dcoccuncnt for the neriod. It gives seven reasons,

g2y

the

or argunents for their return, ineciuding, of courss,

hope of their conversion by hearing sound preaching, but
including also the reason that strangers, irrespesctive of
verson, should be entertained in a free land, Ior the good

of the commeree anrd the civil polity.

ite Draza Queen Eilizabesth died Yarch 24, 1603. The star

of the stage was then in full ascendency.

Shakespeare was yet to produce some of his noblest plays.
1 : : :
Israsl's Condition and Cause pleadéd, an some irgmuents for
Jews Admission into Zugland., Objscpions answersd, Cautions

;- Added" etc. Printed by P.W., Tor #m.Larnar and Jonathan Ball

London 15S6.
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Beaunont, Fletcher, Webster, ¥assinger, Dekker, Ford, Shirly
and "rare 3en Josnon" are namés that illumine the boards dur—
ing the Pirst half of the seventeenth century. But as tke
century grows older the dramas losss scme of its earlier pow-
er., It yields to the influence of the profligacy and de-
bauchery rampant at the cocurss of James and Charles, The

range of topics narrows. The tone grows lower and cearser,

ih

(¢4

themes handled by the dramatists do not reach the heightis
ccomanded by the eariisr writers. There are few pictures of

purs and ncwerful passion, or of great and moving emotion,

3

here are frequent references to Jews, and a number of Jew-

[

sh characters introduced, but none of them has the tragic

dignity of a Shylock or even of a Barabas.

Jde

In the "HaRcontent", 1604, by John Marston, there is
ancther recunneangﬁ of the Roderigo Lopez incident. The
words "Jew! and "poisoner" are used as synonyus. Mendoza
asks "Canst thou inpoyscon? Canst thou impoyson? " and Xale-
vale replies, "Ezcellentily - no Jew, pothecary or polititian

-

4]

[(}]

tter."In "The Insatiate Countess", by ithe same autnor, there
is 2 character, with the sigpnificant naae cf Signor Rogero,

who is accused of being a Jew. Ia & play "Every Woman in |

tyt

tr!

er Humcur?, there is a reference to Jews as "old clo' dealerst

tu
a
o)

aunont ané rietcher make Xkx simple reference tc them in the

"Double ¥arriage" and "The Scornful Lady", Irn their "The Cus-

g e ey TS
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tom cf the Country® however there is a Jewish character, Zabu-

lon, a rather low character, but into whose mouth, suroris-
ingly,a very nobls sentiment is put. In the seccnd act he
is met by Arnoldo amd Rutilio, both impcverished, Rutilio
having expressed the opinion that no help or courtesy could
be expected from a Jew, Zabulon replies

"le are wen;

and have,liks you,comnassion vhen w2 find

Fit suogccts for our bounty®.
Fletcher's ".Joauen Pleased® has a Jeswish character " Lopez",
anotner reference,doudtless, to Elizabeth's unfortunate
Physician, In 3en Jonson's *Alchenist" thsre is a Jewrish
character," Abel Dugger®, and Dekker brought out a "Jew cf
Vepice®, Massinéer, in ®"ihe ¥aid of Eonour", speais of
the greuat amazewent he would feel i€ he = e reprebate
Jegz..... baptized in our religion”,

In John dJebsters *Vittoria Corrombore®, 1612, there is

a Jewish character, as also in his "The Devil's Law Cass",

a Crristian merchant disguises himself as & Jew in crdser

to carry cut his nefarious schemes. The joint authors,

Thos.¥iddleton and ¥Wr.Rowley, in %The vicrld Tost at Tennis®,

1620, havs a curiocus refsrence to Jews., They scem to de-

8ire to display their *

is as follows:

"I'11 show you, Sir, ——-

And they are men aa;_y to be seen,

There's Rubbpi Job, a venerable silk weavir,
shu a throwster dwe’linq i' the Spitalfi 1
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There's Rabbi abimelech, a learncd cobdler,

Rabbi Lazarus, a superstichious tailor.

Tnese shall hold up their shutiles, needles, awls,
Against the gravest levite of the land,

and give no ground neither.”

o

Whether intentionaily or not the authors have given s falihful
picture of early Jewish custom,. The teachers of Isracl held

that svery man, 6o

Ft
)

tter whal his calling, shouvld Xncw a
trade. Trey said the father who fails to tcach hic son s
tracde coununitted a sin. ihe great leaders and dectors of

the 1hw 211 follcwed some itrade. So "habbi Job, 2 verer-

T Y
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aver®, abd "Rabbi .bhimelech a lgarncd couhlsy?
and "habbl Lazzius, a tailor”,though facetiously interded

are not unhistcerical portrayals.

o -

Ir one of Glapthorne's plays,"The Edllandex
there are several uuimpcrtant referencss to Jews
dith the grewth of Furitan power and isflusnce a crange

came over ithe chraracter of the dre

&

'a, The sensucus, rict-
ous tone of ths earlier plays becane mcr quiet and ssvere,
3roadness in thought and license in exeression disappearsd.
Ine dominance of the religious élemeﬂt nade itselfl apnarent
in the at.osphere of the theater. The plays trat navs to

dc with the Jews evidence this change of treatment. Thiile

the attitude maintained toward thsm is not any tcc friendiy

he plays revert to Bidlical cor ?alestinean
corditions, In 1662 William EHemkinge produced "The Je- is?

Iragedy", a play founded on the destruction of Jerusalenm
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it showed their "final and fatal overthrow". Along simijer
lines Jobhn Crowme, in 1677, wrote ®The Destruction of Jeru-

galena", a tragedy in two parts.

#isaellanea. Dramatists write with an ear for porular

applause,.ihey supply what the peovle like

and want. L“van a Shakespeare did not rise sbeve the npreju-

dices of his aay. dence the dranms is a true exwrecsion

of eurrest popular sentimenit, and doces not ster Lo consider

-

the theorstical justice or itruth of its themes. Its strength

and success lie im action, not in abstraction, 3ecause nre-
judice agaiost the Jow has exisied in the »opuiar miond the
playwrigits, even to this day, as a rule present Jewish
characters in an uafavorable light, irrssvoeciive ol what
the paaywrights individual sentiitents zay b8, To a more
limited extent this is z:lso true of ficticn., But in oth-
e¢r lines of liisrary activity, in - sorks of history ard tra-
vel, in essays and posiry, that do net apneal tc the &p-
plause of thie mowment, theres is a greater teandency tcward
fair treatusut, albeit even here prsjudice anc igncrance
oiten stand in the wa& of justice.

| In 161: .inomas Coryat pudblishcd a book of travel

QJ -
caliad ¥Coryat's Orudities® Coryat travellzsd on the

contincat _ia 160€ for zbout a hzlf a year, mostly on foot,

~

n =dition Lias been gotten cut by Yaclehose, {lasgow in 1205,

:;4

.
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e was a shrewd observer and an interestiing writsr., He gaee

-much atteation to Venice, then at the peeihelion of her pri-

macy, and devctes considerable space. to the Jews of Venice.,
His description of thex is accurate and instructive, where

he does not express his versonal views about them, GLe des-
cribes their service, which it seems he must have attended,

their dresss, their appearance and their customs., Of their

[l

appearance heé says: 7 I observed some {ew ol those Jewes
especially some of the lLevantines to bee such goedly and
propér wsn, that then I said to myself cur Inglish pro-
ve:ﬁe: fc 1o0ke like a Jewe (whéreby is meant sometimes
a.&eather—beaten wurp-faced fellow, somstimes a pnrenticke
and lunaticxs psrgbn:sometimes one discontented) is nct true.
Jor indesd I noted scue of them to be most elegant and sweet-
featﬁred persons, of which gave e occasion the more to 1la

.

ment their religion®, The relerence to ithe English proverbd

Nt

is an interesting historical sidelight showing that theough

} i
ot
3

wzs three hundrsd years alter the expulsion and a half
century before the readmission, the Jew was nol uniknown in
England, but he was an unhappy person #ho had no friends,
na‘rights,‘and no assurance of saiety.

Congat tells also of an arguwent he had wiik a"certaine
iearded Jewlsh Rabbin that spake good latin", with whom he
struck up a conversstion, and whom he asked fcr his dpin-

icn conceérning Christ, and why he did not rsceive hinm for
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the Messias. It is noteworthy that this Jewish Rabbin of

the first decade of the seventesenth century ezpressed

[6)]

en-
timents of liveral thought and of apprsciation trat shine
in brilliant contrast with the treatment that was accorced
e or his religion. Congat quotes him as answering

that *0hrist was forsooth a great Frophet, and in thal re-
spect to be as hignly estcemed as any Prophet amongst the
Jewes that ever lived before hizm: but dercgated =1together
from his divinities? In concluding the interview Comgat
rather naively renarks: "In the cnd he scsemed to be‘some-
¥hat exasperated against me, decause I sharply taxsd their

surerstitious ceremonies?

oy

fhe agitation for iheir readmission naturally aroused”
interest in the Jews and in addition to the shower of poli-

tical ppzmphiels and booklets, which ihe struggie evoked,

abker wcrks concerning them made their appearance., John

speed wrote "ihe History of Creat 3ritains® etc., in 1670,
and his referencss to the Jews are anything but comrlimen-
taryr 3ut his bias appsars to be thoroughly religious.
ipeaging of the massacre of the Jews at the coronatiod of
nichard I, he remar<ed that Richard's reign was "auspicated"
by this svent and that it "might seeme'a presage that this
mion-nearted king shculd be a speciall destroyer cfithe\
gnexies of our Saviour," | ’

Zémund Cnilmead contribnited to thes literature of the




day a translation (18%0) of an Italiar work, by Leo “odena,
on *ihe kistory of the Rites, Custcms, Yanners and Life of
the present Jjews throughout the Worid,? The work was neith-

er valuable ncr correct.

epys in his "Diary" under dats of (ctober 1T, 1663

veals very 1ittie sympathy with the service or the veople,
Cf a different character is the werk of the kev.Lanczlot
addison, father of Joseph Addison, the essgyist. In 187F
he publiished & work entitied ®The Presenf State cof the
Jews (more particularly rclating to those of 3arbary),

wirerein is contaired an ecxact account of their customs,
Qi} secular and religious, etc..' The work 1s the result of
a seven years' resilence in Tangiers, where he was chap-

zin cf the 3arriscq. fr.iaddison was a clergynan, and

naturally blassed alcng the iines of his calling, yet in

spites of this the werx is characterized by a iiberality
of view and a fearlessness of exprsssion that are re-
oariable for the tine.

Jchn Zelden, a most learned zan, published several
VOolumes regarding Jewish polily and laws, indicating
that trc attenticn of the schobarly world had aiso been
turneé tcward the dews. (f one of these woris (De Jure
Naturall et Centium, juxta Disciplinam Hebrasorum) Hallam
says "Eis Dbook i1s excellent for its proper purpose, that

of representing Jewish opinion, and it is among the great-

\n\
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est achievments in erudition that any Engnsh writer has per-
@

forzaed,® A similar work on Jewish law was written by Jchn

Spencer {1830 - 169 s}, though not published ti11 1727,

The noet sbraham Clowley, w&s onposed to ‘the readmission

of the Jews, and ir his “Discoufse on Oliver Cromwell, he
gives expression to this opposition. Aside f?om this he
seens to have a just apprec icn of Jewish cbnstancy and
regerence, 1in one noem he says:

"@¥ith more than Jewﬂsh reversnce, as yct
Do I the sacred nawe. ccnceal.”

AL e B TS AT
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In his poem ".he Provhet? he wfote:

L P kb

"icach me to icve! Go teach tnyself more wity

P 3

! I chief professer am of it.

: ieach craft tc ucots and thrift to Jews." T
‘ihis last iine is scisthing o a sursrise. Cne would haw e

expscted him to sey "Teach thrift to scots, teach cralt to -,

-~ v

Samuel sutler in "ﬁudibrasf.has a relference which can
readily be recognized as referring to the evening service
of the Jewish hol§ day, "The Day of itonement.”

f.he Rabbins writs, w%en any Jew

Did make to God or Wan & VOW,

“hich afterward he fcund untoward

And stubborn to be kept,ior tco hard,
any three otner Jews o' tre nation

Yight free him from the obligation;

and have not two Caints the powsr tC use
A greater privilege than thiree Jews?"

gButler'is mi sta ien however in his statement that vows or obli-
{ .

v . .-
Jews,. " . : T

£ ‘} .
A
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gations tc man are freed. The service contains e prayer for

| pardon for the transgression of suck vows as were made to Bod,

net man. ) \

; 10 :
i Considerable controversial =2nd conversionistic 1it-
4
! ¢rauture apreared during this cenitury. The clergy were
i
! Liways interesied in the rikigiocus fate of the Jew, and he
;
! was a frequent subject of sermcns, Likewise religious dis-
i
3 . . - s s
} putations were rarely carried on wkihout drawing him in.

?’33 this century was a profoundly religicus one,there was
much literature, of this natur e, which ccuncerned the Jew.

Such tracis as Ti Conference betwixt a Papist and a Jew"

' { London 167¢) and m~ Confcrence between a Protestant and a

few’ (éiso 1878) are senples of many similar publications,

irey dealt mostly with questions concerning the Yessish, the

JUNRICOUE U DI

uture of the Jews, thelr returs {to Palesting, the advent of
the milennium ete.. In 1689 however there apneared a re-
mirzaple publication, calle@ "4 Letter conesrning :Tolerzi‘t‘_..icn,”
iicensed CGct.3, 1689%, and printed in london. Though his

t on the title page the authcer was the Tancus

i philosorher Jjohn Locke, The 3

¥

of interest in this "Let-.

- -5 oo . L5}
]
[
ql
3
9]

ter® is the bold declaration, "If we may ovsnly speak the

truuh and as becomes one man to another,

JSURIUPRULEEEPRREPE S

neither Fagan, nor

1anqmgtan, nor Jew ought to be excluded frouw the Civil'Rights

USRI

cf ths Commcnwealth"because of their religion.% @ne such no-

bls expr ession outweighs a score of intemperate objurgatlons
This will be further referred tc in chapter on vonvcrs1on seewﬁmfra

g e e e

e
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and it iz surs to make for nobler sentiment more widely sopread.

Jewish Litsrary The part plzyed by the Jews theaselves in
activity. the lltcrary novezent of thisg century is not

large. Prior to 16%6 it is rothing at all,

Lnere were oniy crypto— sws iiving in ingland, vhoge vwhole

tlmc and attention were devoted to the probiem of nere sale

existence,  Thers was neither leisure nor thought for writing.
In the siruggle for admissicn the figure of ’snassel bsn Israel

iooms large. ne was not a native of mpgland, Ie az a learned
1abdi and teacher of imsterdam. He srote many volumes cn
2rious topics,— Llstor;ca;, Siblical and theological, de had
ccruand of ten languagss, and was in corrsspondence with the
scholars ¢f all nations in his day. ﬂﬁe ras vlace in

litzrature by reascn of the fact thzat cne of nis crks,trans-

latsd into Inglish, created a profound impression there, and

bd
by further resascn that two of his num&rouq velures, wers writ-
ten to and fcr the Englisn meople, Inese wsre hig "IHepe of

Israel" «wnd his "Vindiciae Judaseorum®, Ths first dezlt with
the idea of the milgzenjium, A Csrtain Anfohio ce Vontezinos

{Aarcn Levi) had written a work to the effect that, while

L)
w
()
]
3
4 -
#
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travelling in the interior o z, he had come upon

s

a nstive tribe, clairing deseent from Reuven, one of .the lost

ten tribes of Israel. The tale was suproried by an affidavit

and ienasseh accepted it. He was end:savoring tc effsct the ad-




¢ mission of the Jews iutto England, working along the thesory tha

! the people of Israel were to be scattered all over the worid

before their exile was donk. kow as ithey had beer found in
¥oeth and South america, and Englacd was the only country
where they were noi, he was aining to have the circie of their

exile comploie. This voiume created emthusiasm in IZngland,

T S T ST TR T A

especially among the ¥illenarians, whc look upor Fenasseh as

PR -

i siding with them. 3ut in spite of the enthusias: there was
no practical result, Laiter hs wrote "Vindiciae Judasorum®,

“"ihe Vindicaticn of the Jev®", a redly to Prynnels " Short

. Demurrer®, in which he delewded the Jews against ths false
-chargss and accuéétibns nads against them. *enasseh address-
‘axxkRxk ed an "Humble Petition® io Cremwell and to Parliament
and at the invidetion of Cromwell visited England in 16FK,

Whils his visit was not iumnediately effective, there is no

qussticn but that he had much to do with the sucesssful out-

! ccme of the agitation,

s-

-

Frox a literary standpoint Menasseh is no less d

- tinguished, His writings discover deep scholarship, smEde

e s i d e

reading and much thought, One great work, in four volunmes,

§C7see chapter on Lost Ten Tribes, Infra

(¥ sec supra

i® "Vindiciae Judaeorun®, under title "Defense of the Jews”, was

. republished in a two volumed publication called "The FPhosnix®
in 1767 and 170€.
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®*Jonciliador®, has been translated iv English, It is an at-

1
tempt to reconeile the ssemingly inconsistent passages'of the

Z.H.Lindo, 1902
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CEAPTER VI
The Eighteenth Century

The Eighteenth century resembled its predecessor in

i that dquring its middle decade there occurred the climax of
‘& violent poliiical agitation with which ths Jews were close-
;ly‘concérned. The sc-called *Jew-3111*, passed in 1753

and rep@aled in 1754, evoked a shower of publications,
which exceeded in virnient antagonise even those that
resiéted the readmission into Zngland, It is fortunate
that the literature of passion and prejudice is fugitive
and that there are but few classics of injustice and in-

tolerance,

Folitical The political literature of the century, in
Writings which the Jew was interested, was made up of

L screeds and pjamphlets and ballads, nonme of

~
T

é whlch has survived on its literary merits alone. In 1714
:auheregappeared a booklet containing "Reascns for Katural-
!ising the Jews in Great Britian and Ireland on. the same foot
“'with all other Nations'. It was answered in the following
year by #\'Gonfutation of the Reasons for NKaturalising the

o Jewé;'contéining their Orimes, Frauds, Insolencikes ete.?.

| o
In 1736 there was pnblished 3 remarkable work addrscsed to
the *Rev.Bigh Priest of the Church by law established®.

¥*Gomplaints of the Children of Israel Concerning the Penal
laws; a Burlesque on the Dissenbters, petitionioning for a
repeal of the Test Act*, Solom, Abarbanel(ﬁ Arnall) 1738.




| The booklet contains a picture of the grievances of the Child-
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ren of Israel under the Pemal Laws and prays for the repeal
of the Test et. It was signed by Solomon Abarbanel, in

Synagogue Lane, ury Strest, the twelfth day of the twelfth
aonth, Adar*, ¥ It was not however writtem by a Jew, but b;'
one §.arball. Iits composition betrays a practised hand.
"{}ie",dicticn is oxcellent. The style is half gerious, half
Y | .

,Satirica.l, and its directness and boldpess of expression

" are such as would scarcely have been veuntured dpon by a

- Jewish wrlter at that periocd. The work ran through

seven 'ﬁditioss. Thes writer thus addresses the Bishop:
*You avow that tlie Thristiap religicn was never intended
to lea.’é.e the righis of maoiind in a worse coundidion than’
it ﬁonnd them, and sioce 'tis proposed that no religious
opi,a/ibc‘ shall bs any longer a civil disqualification, we
hoé.‘e, sir, that you will be our patiron oo the principle of
universal charity, and that as Paul gloried i being the
apostie to the Geptile, you will think it no dishonour to
be the_} Bishop of the Jews,

You have laid hold of
the. pmiée made to father Abraham, and have taien the
mngdéh of Zeaven as your inheritance; you have converted

our moiety of the 3ible to your own use; you have seized

upon #oses and Aaron and the ten commandments, which were z

our matural property, and placed them over the communicn




son for mlnd:lng us froa the advantages of the coamonwealth,

s orran AP 3s B ATAR o bbende B Ay

so that our law énd om' prophetsican afford us no” protection
though you have’ enlted ‘them., You have robbed us of our
priesthood, ax/Jn and nmnnn and our tithes also, yet give
us nothing w!mhange but dsmnation, as if Satam could be

such a fool_;&s to take ns shen we lost all.*  The pkamph-
let w .

17 RaTL B e TR SR LTS

off for a nonenz in theological byways, then re- -
turns t0 4 A c‘hsrge by d:lvening upon the equality of Jew
i and Ghr.’g‘s.tiaa.; The uriter takes up the accusation that

FERWOLET VL OPRE AFRIAR o7 SPLL Y FIR TN I

‘the Jews have too great & fendness for the pursuit of mam-

| mon and says, "but we fiq?;i the most sanciified Christians,

! 1n respect of worldly 1m¢=es, as little sorupulous of tak- . °
ing the Profits to themselves as they are of throwing the |
\scandal upon us., ¥We gat what we can and keep what we get :
‘not by any principle of | ‘religion, but of convenience, uhich E

j' ‘,/ | nciple reigns io as fnn perfection smongst the sa.ints a.t

f

;\, qz- Duke's Pla.ce'.(/ -
\; R Plamphlets pro and con appeared 1utemittent1y
untz.l 1753 when the passage of the Bill opened the ﬂood.. . -;

3 gates of oppos:.tlon « The streanm of abnseC that flowed from
O Picec. 71—2

cal condition of Eng,la.nd’s pablic opinion.” Lecky.

[
[
;

- =

' tables; yet make éhis pretense of Christlan communion a rea-

' ’Eackney, as among the Gh:a.ldran of Israel in Bury street S

@ There is no page in the bistory of the eighteenth centu.nr that
' shows more deeisively how low was the intellectmsl and politi-

3:o0 "
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the press was really unwarranted, even if the Jews had com-
mitted all the crimes of which their adversaries accused
them., The argurentation was a tombination of theological
wrangling and wholesale disparagement. The following ex-
cerpgawill serve as a sanple for all. "The Jews are a peo-
ple of whom Cod has given the following most shocking des-
cription and character, even at the time when they were ac-“
counted His peculiar, chosen people, He complains that theyi
were a most rebellious, disobedient, gainsaying, stiff-neck-
ed, impenitent, incorrbgdble, adulterous, whorish, impudent,
froward, shameless, preverse, treacherous, revolting, back-
sliding, idoIatrous,wicked, sinful, siubborn, untoward, hard
hearted, hypocritical, foolish, sottish, brutish, s*upid,un=-
grateful, Covenant-breaking nation of preorle; a set of evil-
doers, a generafion of vipers, doing evil greedily with botﬁ;
hands, according to all the nations that were round abouy
them; as bad, nay worse than Sodom and Comorrah, casting

all God's laws and ordinances behind them, trampling them
under their fset, rejecting, forsaking, and despising God
Himself; provoking Him continually to His face, grieving
Ein to Lis heart, forgetting Eim éays without humber, al-
ways erring in their hearts and disobeying Bis voice, ete.

etc. 'And shall it be recorded that Britannia, the first

From *An ippeal to the Throne against the Naturalisation
of the Jewish Nation: in which are exposed the Practicses

-for which the Jews were expelled out of England." 1753,
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_any part of Turkey, as choosing to live under a Yohammedan, | .

- (,..\

-,

amongst the Christian States, ever admitted such a nation
or people as this to become one peovnls, and to enjoy the
privileges of a true boon Englishran?®

The husorous element was not altegether missing.
There were many dark drophecics mwade as to the future of
England 1f the Jews were perzitted to possess the compiste
rights of citizenship, Some were uttered ir sclemn eafnest.
Cthers,- though mayhap intended to cotvey a serious meaning,_

were given in lighter vein, Of the 1at+er the follewing
w#ill serve as an index oI the characger of the humour, 4
*Irom the hiebrew Journal, published by authority. -'This is .
to inforzm the public that the good ship Roderigue ,alizs .331—-5
vadcer, Emanuel de PFomesca, Cormander, eleven hundr=d ihons :
burthen, fifty guns, Jewish built, & prirce sailor, haviag
excellent accommadations for passengers, 1s oow igying at
ir.Caneo’s dock, at Limehouse, ready to Beke in those Chriuu-{_r
ianlfamilies that may be inciined tc transrort themselves_toﬂf’

!
v
[
i

rather than a Jewish government, It is proposed that this

i
s
ship shall return lcaded with a proper number of foreign i
Jews against the next session of Parliement® ¥, |

¥Qn Xonday last.a dispensatlion passed the creat ﬁ»ig ;
oeé} to enable Abrahan Lev ‘1 to hold a living in the ”yna— ? E
gogue of Pauls, together with the rectory of the Robdi in ‘

the diocese of iitchiield.®

e s
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®Last night the bill for naturalising the Christians

was thrown out of the Sanhedrin by a great majority.* 0> ‘
The repeal of the bill silenced the attacks, though
occasional echoes were heard for several years following, =as 28"
in another satbrical effort that was put forth in 1768, It
was signed by the pseudonym K.Shylock, and it purrmorted to
give the "Rabbi's Lamentation on the Repeal of the Jew's Act
seétting forth to the respectfble Brotherhood in Duke's Flace
how 111 it becomes any Dissenters from the See cf Rome and

Britons more especially, tc refuse them the 3enefit of

Naturalisaticn."

The Dransg In the drama the Jew received con the whble in

this century somewhat fairer treatment than at
the hands of the political controversialists., It is true

the century started out with the presentation, in 1701, of

[

a travesly on the ~erchant of Venice, But before it closed
there were dramatists who put the Jew upon the stage in far
better light ttan had yet been accorded him, Lord Lansdowne

adapted a comedy from The lefchant of Venicef It was acted
at Lincoln's Inn Field in 1701 under the title,"The Jew of
Venice",  Jhere were several inoovations introduced. Tre

supper, to which Shylock was bidden,(ict 2 Scene V) is

pictured., A Teast is given on tne stage, where a saparate

10

table, with separaie focd and drink is arranged for Shylock,

See Pice. pp. 90 - 81

e e e
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and he is made to drink a toast to money as his mnlstress,

Throughout,the comic features are exaggerated, and the char-
acter of Shylock is made the butt of ridicule and shorn of
every vestige of the dignity of tragic suffering.

In 1723 Elijsh Penton produced & tragedy, "¥ariamne
or the Unhappy loves of Iierod and Kariamne®, It was the
only play he wrote, but it-achleved great success. In 1749
there appeared in print an anonymous play called " The
Jerﬁsalem Irfirmary, or a Journsy to the valley of Jenhosa-
phat®, It was never acted, and doubtless was not intended

to be. It is a Jjumble of unintelligible abuse and jargon,

-and endeavors tc make an outrageous attack on the character,

of the Jewish‘feople.

The wit of Richard Brindsley Sheridan enlivened
the drame during the latter hall of the century. 3ut it
did not brighten the positionm or reputation of the Jews.
In 1775 he produced his “Duenna®, a comic obera,in vdrose,
In the character of?Isaac ¥endoza"he protrays the Jew in
the usual role, that of a scheming money-lender, Sheridan
does not treat him seriously, He langhs at him,holds him
up to ridicule, tut he makes him a villain none the less,
and a villain without the redeem;ng features of deep emo-
tion or the respectability of strength. Sheridan is here
plainly the pandering playwright, not a artist with with
an ideal to portray, but a subservieni caterer to the stomach
of the box-office, ke had oprortunity to Xnow better and
the wit to do nobler, but povular and pecuniary succesé

were a stronger incentive than fairness or justice,

——
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Unfortunately he calculated well., The play was a tremendous
success and ran through the seascn with but Pew intermis-

sions of several days at Chrisiman and the Friday of each

week, It is interesting and also humiliating, to know

Ve srre At e s o

thaet this weexly Friday intermission was for the reason that
the part of Don Carlos was sung by a Jew, one Fyer Leoni,
who was the Cantor of the Portuguese synagogue,and could
pot act cn Sriday nightsfb

In the "School for Scandal” there is alsc a Jewish -
character, a ir.'oses, and of courseé a money-lender.,

vBut the Hews found a champion in Richard Cun-
perland, He was the Tirst dramatist who darsd to oppcée
popular.prejudice and produce o drama, in whieh the Jew'was‘
not oriy nof a villain, but the ieading and heroic charac-
ter, In 1794 his play ®The Jew! appeared. Its principal.

character is "Sheva®, a philanthropist of a psculiar kind;“!

le stints himself that he may give to otheérs. Under a

most unprozising exterior there #xists a most beautiful

‘soul. “Sheva® does good by stealth and is embdarrassed

. when his benefactions are discovered, The plot of tre

" play is*thi&, and the treatment is unrelieved By any flash-

1
!

‘ the Jew in Zrngiish litersture as the Tirst and bravest

‘attenpt to treat the Jew with ary degrse of justice,igét

@

;. es cf‘genius. But is is so refreshing a cobirast to

fvgaaraﬁas»and Shylock that it steands out in the history of

Sce ¥300K of Lssays,” by S.A.Hirsch, Lon.150%, p.273 i
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it is not altogether just for with the axaggeration, charac-
teristic of the drama, Cumberland makes "Sheva' overgood, as
Barabas was overvad. Dickens made the same nistake with
®"Riah", in our "Hutual Friend®, when he tried to atone for
the ®Fagin® of "Cliver Iwist"®, Yet here too is the tragedy
for the Jew, Barabas and Shylock and Fagin are widely knowm

and are taken as types. Sheva and Rieh are comparatively

. upknown, apd when known are not regarded as types, but as

-exceptiovns, = Yet the one class is not mcre excentional

than the other,

Cuuberland's sentiments were nobler than his drama-
tic ability. as one critig)well says he had the "Theatri-
cal instinct, tﬁéugh not dramatic genius", Yet"The Jew"
met with success, and it deserves to be remembered for its
courage and the noblecess of its effort. Its effect was
apparent in that it has some imitations, and the treat-
zent of the Jow was to some degree'modified. Charles

Dibdin produced, in the last years of the century, two

- drazas in which Jews are interested, "The Jew and the

Doctor" and *The School for Prejudice®, Though the nresen-

-tation is by no means as favorable as Cumberland, yet *he

B eantiontn

ﬁ%ays abound with just sentinents, Another ;?qy called

®3ine Jew of ¥ogadert was written ir a similar friendly

~ - /
and kindly spirit as Gushersend had exhibited, s L /vw%/’&%
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| Other The 1iterary firmament of the First guarter
| Literature  of the eighteenth century held many bright
E : stars., The nanes of Addison, Steelé Black-

ﬁ more, Gz®, Congreve, Cibber, Collier, Defoe, Prlor Pope,

WERMTRTER

and Suift illumine the reigns of Queen Anne and George I.
But few of them paid attention to the Jews, and such as

did gave them but passing and nolt z2ltogether complimentary
reference. Though Pope could utter grand lines of univer-

sal tolerance in his "Issay on Man®™ and Defce make a bold

o i e T i PR, 40 Y i SN TP L

i
E stroke for liberty of conscience in his *The Shortest Way

{

' with Dissenters®, yet neither tolerance nor liberty of
- conscience were for those outside the pale of the forzs
. of Christian belief, It is true Joseph Addéison has sone

: o
! pleasant words for them, especially with regard to their mxz

¢

commercial utility andé value, and he praises their loyal-

;. t¥ to their falth in the face of all the persecutions to
j'\
| -which they have been subjected, yet his kindly rature did
!

= not prevent him from calling their religion a sunerstition

g and froe declaring that their dispersicn and their conse-

67Spectator ¥0.495, Sat.Sept.27,1712. It is an interesting

. coincidence thOdgn without 31gnlflcavce that the three

{ essays 1in which Addison writes about or refers to the Jexws,

{ were dated on Saturdays. They are mumbered 213, 49% snd =31

i
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quent sufferings were an act of Providence and an argunment

Afor Christianity.

In the "Rape of the Lock" {Canto II) describing Belin-

da, Pppe says,

"Cn her white breast a spatkiing Cross she wore,
Whick Jews might kiss and infidels adore®,

. The words are harmless enough but the context and the mean-

. ing confirm the popular fiction of the mercensry passion of

: the Jew.

Interest in the Jewish people, from an historical ‘
standpoint, was arcused in 1711 by the publicatiocn of Thomas
Kadox's "Eistory and aAntiguities of the Zxchequer of the
Kings of Englan&;. It is not, strictly speaking:f;ork‘that
appeals to the liteérary semse., But Fadox in his ressarchss
found so much material bearing unon thes Jews, that he de-2_
votes a whole chaptier, VIII, of the booX to ithem. XIe wgs
followed by Dr.D'Bloissiers Tovey, of (xford, who wrote
*inglia Judaica, or the Bistory and antigquities of the ;eﬁs‘\
of England etc.® It was published in 1738. ©Dr.7Tovey léviéd.

unsparingly both upon ¥adox and Prynmne, from whose "Shert ;.

Demurrer® he made long and frequent gquotationms, though "he

fellf a victin to the perverse habit of forgstting the usejh“

of inverted commas.® Tovey®s work however is not altogether

unoriginal, nor devold of wit. ‘Speaking of a seal attached

to a Jowish deed in ¥erton College Treasury he says,"The

graven image upon this seal cant be thought a breach of the

@DI‘.S.LEV_V, in J.C. Dec, 13, 1907.

[
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Second Commandment, for it is the likeness of nothing that
is in heaven, earth or water.®

Other historical publications about the Jews avnear-
ed later in the century. In 1787, in Archaeologia, vol.VIII
John Coley wrote "A Memoir of the Origim of the Jews in
England”; In the same year Duncan Shaw gave forth a "His-
tory and Philosophy of Judaism, ®"which was a most iagenious
defense of the Mosaic system against the philosophic theor-
ies of David Buzme,

4 remarkadle work of five volumes appeared in 1786,

under the title of ’The Jewish Spy®. It is sign=d by “ar-
quis D'Argens as tranglator, and it purports to be a itransla-

tion of the correspondence between five distinguished Rabbis

" whe reside in differentd cities, Though the various leiters

are all doubtless from one hand, yet a difference in style

. 3 0 Ibnid

AThough Marquis D'argens signs hizmself as the translator, he

is doubtiess the authcr., IThere is an interesticg anecdote

recorded of him in Abraham's "Curiosities of Judaisa®,London

1879, DP.%4. <The Jewish philosopher #oses iendelsohn cesired

to reside in Berlin, which was psrmitted only to Jews born

+ in B3erlin, or i0 those in the service of one of their co-

" religionists. It was the Marquis D'Argens who procured

- the privilege of demicile for lendelsohn with ths following

.ncte, addressed to Frederick the Great, who was partial to

" him, "4 bad Catholic philosopher entreats a bad Protestant
.philosopher to grant the privilege to a bad Jewish philoso-

. pher.,” Jhe Harquls D'aArgen's acouaintance, or frieandship,

with ¥endelsohn, which this incident sheds light upon, will
account for his knowledge of Jewish history, customs and liter-

eture, #hich is in evidence in "The Jewish Spy®.




E. and form, as well as content, is given for each one, and this
difference is maintained throughout. It is a well written

' book, giving evidence of philbsophic, historical and econom-
{ic scholarship, and of a considerable acquaintance with Jew-

- ish customs, traditions end literature, The matter of the

1 book comdrises a survey of the various governments of Surope
g

at whose severalicapitals these Jewish Rabbis reside either

SR SEE

permanently or temporarily during their itravels, The sur-

FROSS VYT SRS LI5 R%

vey is made with a keen and critical eye, zad there is no

_sparicg in criticism wherever the writer's judgement deter-

aeemde o i T Lk

7mines a weskness, The beck was cne of a nunber of similar w
werks that appeared about this time, under the titles,"The

Epglish Spy", "ihe French Soy", "The German Spy", ete.

;Jéﬁish Jewish literary activity during this century is 4
! Literary fairly consideradble, No Jewish champions sp- ;Jf

Py - A
!‘adtivity  peared during the fight on the Jew Bill. The inm-

L , i i
the passage, and especially on the repeal, of the Bill were | \

N\

e in R o

1;j;wi£h'baseless abusse,. In other spheres of literary eﬁdeévor['

.f iéthere'was also & dsarth of Jewish figures during the firétzg

B
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SRR
tolerance and savage bigojry displayed during’ \ i

ffindéed best answered by silence. spgument cannot comp%;e PR
_ R '\

vﬁifpart of the century. A Pew names however can be pléced?on";*?ﬁ
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record, In the first quartsr of the century several poets
came to light, TThey were of Spanish-Poriugese deseant,
Sara de FonssCa Pina y Pizentel, Hanuela Nanes de Alzelda,
and her daughter Bilenvsinda Cohen Belmonte, essayed ihe .
iyre and produced a volume of verse, But their fancy turg-i i
ed mostly to devotioral and reiigicus themes, in conjuncf— ;?
ioJ@they issued, in i720, a translation of book of verse cf
the Judaso-Spanish poet Darniel Israsl Lopez Laguna. The
voluse was titled ®A Faithful ¥irror of Life?, and contained
a metrical version of the psalms, Abraham 2ravo, a finan-
cier, but with a penchant for verse, was also an admirer of
kagumizx Lagupa's work, "Hspejo Fiel de Vidas", and eulo-
gized it in Engiish verse. (thexr writers of the sane pericd '
were senjazin I.Fernandez and sbraham J.h.Pimentel, a brot“eff?*
of the lady mentioned above, ihe hev,bavid Nieto came to
Ingland inl702 and pubiished twovhebrew works under grest
gifficuities. The type was set by Christien workmen, wo
were unversed in the Eebrew and tne 1nnumerab;e proof-sheets
had to be reed,

‘The Jewish literary figure of the century was David
Levi. Born ir 1742 he was zcquainted with poverty from
tis youth., e wasg ap humsble artisan, a shosmaker and a
hat-dresser. 3ut even amidst the struggles for = =1ve11—7

roed,for himseif and his family, in this iowly cccupat cn,’

6>See "Die Judischen Frauen in der (eschichteg,iiteratur und

Aunst*, X.Kayseriing, Leipzig 1879. S

ey e e By e 3

e T e AGRaat Sh et




N I T

G K02 FaPur AR

52 KA LA W L

iy 2T

seperoine

e § i e e Sades s A AR R s 4 g S

rai ot dianres

e — s Ko 23 SN v

e

i R e ag

I[N

he devoted himself to the study of the faith he loved so

well, ¥ost of his literary labors iere of a semi-religi-

ous or technical characger. Be wrote'iingua Sacrgggébrew
\ﬁ@ictionarytahd grammar, in thres volumes and a work dm ®The

Rites and ce;emonies of the Jews"., He made translaticns

intc Englisp?of Bebrew prayers and hymns and of the Penta-
- teuen, aqd;wfote a ®ork on "Dissertations onm Proghecies”.

-~

Lis tranglations are not as hapry as might be, dut as
3ev;é.sf§ge#9has declared, his"insight, diligence and con-
scientiousness merit far greater aporeclation than they
have yet receivedf Levi's claim to recogniticn doss net
rest so much upon trhese works as upon his%Renly tc Dr.
Priestly’s Letté&s'tb the Jews", 1787«0. Dr.Priestly was
2 well Xncwn and diétinguished philosopher and dissenting
minister. BEe pudblished 2 series of letters, inviting the

-

-8ws t0 a

fu

iscussion on the evidences of Christianity.

The invitation was accevted by Levi, who replied to Dr.Priestly

e

n beoklet of 107 pages. ¥nile not the volished writer
nor the astute IOgician that his oppornent was,- in fact
he likened Dr.Priestly to the Philistine Goliath and
himsel? to ﬁavid,- Levi seems to have more than answer-

sd his argumenis, Dr.Priestly was surnrised to have

‘“uncarthed a more valiant champion? than he anticinated.

[a]

. repiied with another series of letters, which, forget-

fQQuoted by ¥r.I.Adbrzhams in Jewish Quarterly review Vol.XI p.68
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ting the courtesy of the controversy, he addressed to "The -
Jewish Nation® at large instead of to his opronent, To thié
Levi again responded, and likewise replied to five othter fl"
authors whose religious ire he had aroused by his first ﬂ‘
series. Similarly he defended his faith against the attacks
of atheism by a vigorous seriss of ?letters to Thomas Pafne;‘
in reoly to his Age of Reascn".
' Levits fame will not rest upon his literary work as
such., Ee was a diligent scholar and an earnest thinzer,
But he was a »old champlon of his faith'an XreXxgh ardent’
and devout Jew, who was the first to defend his faith in
English. He died in 1801, and an eiegy in his honior ,ap-
peared in the YGentleman's Hagazine®, writien by Henry
Lemoine. Two stanzas of it are given,
*Though s¢pence reared not in his anxious breast,
Confessions, creeds, nor formularies vext
Cn prophecy‘s sure érounds he built his rést,
Yor with their mystic meanings was perplext.
He took the part benevolent and sincere
To -argue and explain from Talsehood clear,
*For bo Priestley's philosophic views,

He cautious answered in his peoplets nane,
- Tre sceptic turnsd,nor more anong the Jews

Scught for another argumeni or claim,
X ' Nor did the arch dsmagogue's disloyal train
o~

" Frcm Levi's pen a better chance obtain.®
A Jewish writer of some merit was Yoses Mendegz, died wse, |
Ee was a poet and dramatic writer, Bis first effort was
*ine Double Disappointment®, a ballad-opera, produced:with

success at Druxry Lane in 1746, "The Chapliet?, words by Eenéei

/2
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music by Boyce, was & clever piece of writing and scored a
great success, Two later vroductions ®Robin Eood® and *The
Shepherd's Lottery"” were not so successful.  Hendez wrote
one prose work ?Eenry and 3lanch®(1745), a tale adapted
frox the Freneh of Cil 3las. He wrots some poems, twe of
thez, "ihe Seasons" and "The Sguire of Tames®, in imitation
of -Snenfer. liis "3latant 3east® appreared posthumcusly in

1752, bendez was not withcut merit yet cannot be regarded

. as a brilliant literary figure. Bis humor is the *mechan-

ical fun of the playhouse of his day”. His verse zlso be-
trays the lack of the heavenly fire,
Ralth Schomberg, 1714-17¢2, was a physiclan and an

author, & voiuminous but not very creditable writer,
Ee wrote a number of medical works, a burlesque entitled
"Death of 3Bucephalaus", a poem called "Fashion", a2=d a
®Life of #aecenas” and "A Oritical Discourse on the Writings
of Pindar and Eorace”., He was more versatile than vefaci;
ous. | '1
learced, o

A numt;er of otl:erﬂ:-rriters apreared in the last third qi‘ ,:
the century, wmostly however, iv techiical or professiona?f

Tines; ° Emanuel endez da Costa, 1717-1791, wa$ a scientist)

* .
anti%uar&an and fellow of the Royal Society of Londom, who

. produced a number of volumes on scientific and philosophic

subjects. Sir Alexander Schomberg, 1716-18C4, a navalﬁof-‘

ficeq was the atthor of "A Sea Mamual, reccmmended to'young
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officers of the Royal Navy". Kedical literature was farther

represented by G.Levison, died 1797, and Fhillip Stern. iy

z

Abraham Van Gven translatsd Congreve's "Hourning Bride® i

into aebrew.,  Abraham (or William) Buzaglé? died 1792, was

‘an suthor and inventor, 3Bible commentary is rspresented by

Abraham Tang, whose work shows acquaintance with Bhilosophic

and classies=l literatures,

Bis literary genius was eclivsed by his inventive faculty.

Be designed a new kind of stove, which he calied z "warming
machine®, intencded to heat large rooms such as public halls.
Trhe item is of interest by rezscon of the Tact that the well-
kpown "three-story stove® pressrved as a relic in the capi-
tol building at Richmond Va. is one of these"warming machines®
The legeud "B

— g

uzaglo fecit 1772", is plainly discernible upon it.

:-’/l.
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CHAPTER VII
From Eigrhteen Eundred to Date.

The civie and literary Jistory of the Jews in England during
the nineteenth century in the happiest in their annals since
first they followed the fortunes of the ¥orman congqueror from
the continent dnto the British soil., The nineieenth century
was a century of emancipation in all directlions, physical, in-
tellectual and spiritual. The influence of the American and
srench revolutions, éespecially bf the latter, was unmistakeble,
In sngland this influence was nowhere so apparent ac i% its
iiterature, The gfoup of writers,whose names illuminated the
first quarter of the century, evidenced ths new sense of free-
dom that was obtaining among the mnaticns. The romantic re-
naissance of the early nineteenth century , of which Shelly,
Keats, 3ryon, Wordsworth, and Scott were the sponsers, was’a
reflection of this spirit. As the century grew older intellect-
ual leaders became more and more advanced in breéﬁh and fresdon
of thcught. The spirit of tolerance and justice was abroad in
the land and was felt in 21l avenues of humnan activity and‘in-:
tercourse, 7The Jewish peovle were the heneficieries f this .
new enlightenment, as they had been the vistims of the ignorance

cf the earlier centuriecs.
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Political There was one wore pofitical struggle through which
Writings. they had to go before they secured full rights as‘
citizens of England., Though this struggle lasted

longer and was no less strongly contested than the cthers, there
was little, if indeed any, of the b&tterness, or the malicious
antagonism and hatred‘that were so so much in evidence in the
previous political contests, A Prynns's "Deiurrerfaor *an
Appeal to the Thronegg;ere not in accord With the Zeitgeist =nd
nothing like ihen appeared; The struggle was for the full en-
frenchisment, for the right to hold office, to take scats in Par-
liament and to serve ihe government without submitting to formu-
lae that entaile& violation of couscience, The crux of the con-
test was the phrase,"on the true faith of a Christian®, occurring
in the oath to be takén by members of parliament and ofher public
cfficials upon assuming office, |

The wide chasm between the ingland of the Eighteenth cen-
tury and the England of the nineteenth century was manifest in
the mannerﬁ of this ccnﬁest. There wers those whe strongly oPpo -~
sed the enfranchisment of the Jews, but the grounds of the opposk
tion were mors social and eccﬁomic, and less religious, and for

this reason the tome of it was’ less malevolent and bitter.,

Ihe Jews themselves,ncre confident and resolute than hitherto,took |

ECDSee supra p.

See supra P.

(% For the low social,political and intellectual condition of England
- during the latter seventeenth and early eightcenth centuries, see
chapiervVil vol,.1I, Draper's Intellectual Developnmeni of Europe.
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a manly part in the fight for their rights,and did not fear to
present their arguments and 6laims. Then too there rallied to
their side some of the most distinguished:menﬁ of the day.

Lord John Russel, Gladstone, Macaulay and Dr.Whately, the Arch-

bishop of Dublin, are among the noble names that are enrolled

on the side of humanity and justice., The opponents to the en-
franchisement were plentiful, but not prominent.

The literature of the struggie, while profuse enough, was
riot in such form as to becomre a permanent possession in the treed—
ury of letters. It was confined mostly to aewspapers, pediodi-
cals and pamphleis. One of the most ncted of ths ppponents was
the Rev,.Gec.Croly, who held, in a pamphlet of forty pages, pub-
lished in 184€, that the "Claims of the Jews were incompatible
with the Ratiénal Profession%of Christianity.* The Rev,.John
iravers Robin;on, in the saméfyear, published * Remarks deprecat&
ing the proposed idmission of Eer Majesty*s'Jewish subjects tﬁ
Seats in the lLouse of Commons,® Thé antagonists, however were
not all cierical, Another pamphlet, 1848; signed by the pseudo-
nys ?Euphron®, opposing the bill for fhe‘relief of the Jews =iy
Geclares that "a member of Farliament has work to do, not merely
hcuors tc enjoy. And on theﬁprinéiples; politieal and religi-

ous, which he conscientiously and ccnstsfently mzintains,depends

. his Fitness for the high office, with which he'is invested.”

ihis principle no one will guarre} with, dut the arplication is

Wk

*Remarks on the Proposed 3ill for Admitiing Jews into Parliament,
" Zuphron, 184€. : ; o

k]
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illogical when the writer urges that the admission of the Jews

will make 2z 'reedTess break ir the Bulwarks of the constitution.”

~In 1809 trere had apveared®An 8ssay on the Commercial Babits of

the Jews®, which, on economic grounds, opposed their naturalisation.

Of the literature of thé defense the most notable is the
sheech of T.B.¥acaulay on ®The Civil Disapilities of the Jews".
If is #acanlayt*s inimitable prose style; the 1rres1sttble ac-
cunalation of facts, the izpregnable logic, the wonderful wealth
cf historical rsfercenecss, citaticns and illustrations, all mar-

cghalled in the ordsrly array of incisive paragraphs, half-earnest
half-satirical, yet wholly convincing, that move 2leng with. “the
precisiocn and DOWET of a regimesnt of weil-drilled soldiers. -
Dr.Richard whately delivered a speech ir the House of Lords, -
which was published August 7, 1873, It was a dignified and nohle
effort. in "idditicnal Remarks®, the Archbishop maintained

that nc cne's religious ppin io ng, sc long as ne dess not
melest his neighbors ought to interfere with his civil rightis;
and that as men, we should emp;oy our conscience to sit in
judgment on ourselﬁes, not on our own brother, whose religiocus’
errors, however great, and scrupies, however foolish, shcuqunot

e

prevent us, as civil legislators, from treating him asggbod citi-
zen, so long as he show himsell gualified and dispcsed to act

as such," - Ancther splendid effort, both from a litsrary =as

well as humanitarian standpoint, and one that deserves a place

Dy the side of “acualay‘'s essay, is that of Tilliam Hazlitt,on

@ .
the "Emancipation of the Jews. A4s a piece of argument i% is no

@First publi shsd in Edinburgh Review, Jan,128Z21,
@QSee vol.XIXI of "Collected Works of William Fazlitt®, pp.461 - 466

o e e
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less strong or fine than Hacaulay's. Another splendid dsfense
was glven in a book by Tharles Egan, *The Status of the Jews in
Englend,” printed in 1848, It is a work abounding in nodle
sentiments and making an eloquent plea for freedom and justice.
On the whole the Jews have mcre than the vi€tory itselfl to be
trankful for, in their firal strucgle for treir rights as ci-
tizens in ths commonwealth of England.

The Drarme In the 2ramatic literature of. the ninetsenth cen-

[t

tury the Jew does not Tigure cuite as colsspicuous—
17 as be did in the Elizahehan era. He apnears cuite fréquent-
1y it is true, dut-in plays that have mot had mors than & pass—

in; tenure upon public attention, Also the treatdent of him

‘while not unarimousiy kindly, yet bhas not the fierce hostility

which characterized earlier productions, and which was 2 ré-
flzeticn of the animosity to which the superstitiocfls and deep
reiigicus hatreds of forher gemerations gave dirih, The exam-—

1e of Cumherland¥s *Sheva® rad EEER not heen in vaiwm, Diddin's

I(j

fzrce *The Jew and the Dector®, was confessedly written, at the
request of ¥r.Dowtom, of the Driry Lane Theatre, to have a play
with a Jewish character as goed as Sheva, Abednégc, the char-
acter, is quite == dbenevolent, But far more farcical, then

heva, Abednego adopts a foundliing, and shows himself to de

(]

ocupassionate hut not sentimentai: In Didbvdin’s "Shhool for

Prejudics® there is also a Jewlsh charactsr, and ir his opera




%'Family Quarrels? he has some humorous sallies at the expense

ﬁof the Jews. Cumberland repeated his defense of ithe Jews in

1
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another play, "ihe Jew of Mogadore.,”

The tendency seeus to have been to produce comic Jewish
characters, A travesty qf Shakespeare®s play was produced by

Frank Talfourd in the *XYerchant of Venice Preserved." In sev-

§ersl other mnremembered plays, such as *The Flying Scud", "The

: World®, "Cueens Evidence" and ¥acFarr#n's "lialvina" there are

- cozic Jewish characters. Sheridan Xnowles and Douglas Jerrcld

" Geal pleasantly with the Jew in the fcrmer's *¥aid of Varien-

dorpt", and the latter's ?Prisoner of War?(produged 1842). .

In this last play the Jew,B0az, lends money tc English prison-

- ers. He loses many of his accounts by reason of his debtors

A e i ey v 3

esczping or being shot. 3ut he bears the losses with equan-
inity and carriss the good-will of the ‘audience with hinm,
Jerrold's Fainter of Chent® has two Jéwish characters, Ichabo§
and Isaac, In Leman Redeﬁs drams, *The Skeleten Witnezs", the
unususl occurs. The Jew, Simeon Levi, is reoresanted as being
‘duped and nearly ruinsd by the Christian villainm of the play.

A number of adaptations and translations made their
appearance,. In 1212 Penley brought out' a version of "The Rich
Jew of ¥alta.® Two adaptations from "Ivanhoe® anreared in
*The Hebrew*,1€20, and *The ¥aid of Jﬁdgh',1829, and a play
called "Cliver Twist® was put on the boards. *The Jewegs", an

i

!

——




e e

. LT

. L ZLAPEARRI. Lammrnae

e AP ars e e e e s e s B E T

e ls

adaptation of the French ®ig Juive®, was given at Druxry Tane
in 1835, Two translations of Zogenthal's YDeborah® were nrc-

duced, one by Daly undsr the title *Leah the Forsaken®, and

the other by Cheltman, in 18€4, as "7The Jewish ¥aiden's Trong.B

In sericus}yy drama the Jew fared variocusly. Thers are

Jewish characters in ™Jack Sheppard?, *7he ¥aid and the Yagpie"

®iicket of leave 'lean?, "TIl11 wWaich® and in Shirley 3rock’s ®The

Q

-

reois," In none of these is the characterization proncunced.
Sir Lenry Taqu;'s play "a Sicilian Summerﬁ deals witn the.
Jews rather unfavorably. ke wakes then brigands and % des-
peradoes, though why hs should have thought it necessary thus
to label his brigands as Jews is incenceivadle, C.3ernard
Shaw does the same in his "“an and Supermar,” The rigand
chiefl, Lendoza, is a Jew, and a Zionist, and a noct unpleasing
character. Yet,- why a Jew! Henry A.Jones presents a fihé

Jewish character in*Judah LlewellynY, a dreanér-preacher, of

honorable and hercic mould. Cn the other hand Fotter's drama-~

tization of Du Haurier's *Triivy"? emphasizes the undesirable- .

ness of Svengali, making him a charlatan and scoundrel of

proncunced type.

Fic{ion, The novelists of the century devoied consideradble

attentior 4o the Jews, and depict them in both
{avorable and unfavorable Iight, Haria Edgeworth had treated

them rather badly irn some of hsr earlisr novels, and had been

NS
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rezcustrated @ith in a letter from a Jewish Iadf. In resnonse
she wrote *Earrington®(1817) as an apology tec the Jews, In it
ske puts in the mouth of theé hero anfl explanation, saying that
he haG read, froz hls childhood up, in all works of fictiom
representations of the Jews as %hateful beingsp ané ¢f unprine
cipled charactsr.” C“harriagton® is a minor work, bat it may

tate rank with the dest of ¥iss,Edgeworth’s productions.

Ivaghce, Sir #dalter Scott was the first of the great ncvel-
isis of the century to create Jewish characters of

side=-spr=ad iatsrest, “rs.Skene gives the followling inaident

as the cause uco{t“had beon 111 and "¥r.Skene wms sitfing

at kis bedside and trying to amw

~

se him as well a2s he could in
the intervals of pain, Ilie haprened to g2t o7 the sﬁbject of
the Jews, as he had observad trem when he spent some time in
Cermany it bis youth, Their situation had puturaily made a
sirong impressicn, for in those days they retained their dress
and wencers entirs, and sere treated with considerabdble auster-
ily dy tibkeir Christian neighbors, being stiil locked ur in
thelr own guatter by great gaies, and Xr.Skens, partly in
sericusaess and partly from the mere wisk to turn his mwm mihd
at that momcnt to zometning that might ccoupy and divert it
suggested that a group of Jews mculd be an iateresting ¥ jé

ture if he could dring then into his next novel. Upon the;A1 

0
;C)Lockhart's ?Life of Scott?,pp. 77 - 78
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appsarance of *Ivanhce®, he reminded ~r.Skeme of the conversa-
tion, and saif you wiil find the book owes not a 1ittle to

your {erman reriniscences.?

| While Scott was accurate in his descrinticn of the treat-

ment which the Jews recelved he was Yunfortunate in naming his

_ehief character Isasc of Iork, as at the time at which he places

the action of kis novel, viz., in 1394, the date of Fichard's

-

return, thers were nc Jjews at York, owing to the scare caused
/,

by the tassacre of 1130." The character,Iszac of York, is

built along conventional linss, Ee is made tc be the usual

tivid, cringing money-lender, a mild and unheroie Sh v’ock.‘

Goly coce does be rise to noble propertions, when his daughter

I

s thrsatened. 7The plea he makes to Front-de-Boeuf for hié \
¢hiid rings as splendia as trme. It sounds again & tre ncte |
of the deautiful affsction that has characterized Jewish familﬁ
life. @iake all you have ssked, Sir Koight,- taXe ten tires
mo:e,; geduCe ne to ruinm and dheggary if thew wili, - nay,

, e, dul

| . @
smware my €atghter, deliver her it salety and honour.® and I

pierce ce with thy poirard, broil me on that Turnac

was ré_dy tc back his words with his life.
In Rebecca scott has given a creaticn of sxquisite
pezuty,"the sweetest character in ine whole range of fiction®

-~

seid inackersy. 1he purity, modssty, dignity and courage of

OS&% Jedal, 'a."Fm

‘@Chartsr XTI

orroe-TheT
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rebecca are indeed a refreshing cohtrast. She stands forth
proménently in the story, easily and by far the most distin-
guished character in it. and she is so sturdily Jewish,

She feels keenly the degradation and humilstior which she suf-
fers because of her religicn. 3ut she bears them with a calm
rssignation which her confidencs in her faith gives 1o her.

. a_ @
ber carriage during her trial for SOC2TY and towards 3rian de

30is Guilbert in his attentions toward her won the admiration
and respect of even the hardshsarted men, who nronounced SEn-
tence upon ner, She is an ideal fizure of true Jewish woman-
hood, faithful in the defsnss of hner psovle, her religion,and
her honokr, In many things she voices the sentlimsetis of her
necple, and gi;és/evidsnce that Scotit had a symrathetic under-
standing of the positicn and feelings ¢f the Jjiws.- TIhere are
few characlers ir flction that have been mers hignly oraised,
and few that deserve to bé. Cne cuzanot help contrasting
Rebecca and Jessica,- the one dignified and falthful, the other
Irivolous and false,- It would DHe imrvossidle tc associaté'thé
ccoduct of Jessica with the character of hRebecca. A romancé;
might easily bave sprung up betwsen Ivanhoe and Rebecca, but
Scott is corrsct in net nermitting it.

® |
It has peern maiuvtalned, with scome degree of plausidbility, °

that irve original of Scott's Redecea in “Ivanhoe" =as ?;ssyReL

becca Cratz, of Fhiladelphia. #1s§ Gratz was an intimate ‘ricnd

Chan*e” AXXVI*

we
(i/«/v; 71&070%},««4 /52 % E7y “"/“7
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dashicgton Irving's betrothed, and during the fatal illness
cf the latter was with ner anéd 7as thrown into frequent con-’
tact with Irving, E¢ was much izpressed with the nobility of
her characier and psrsoa. It was from Irving's descripticm -
of #issGratz, given to Scott on his visit to idvotsTord, that t
the latter drsw his kebsceca, even to the name,- as the name  §
~cbecea wus nct » counen one awmeng the Jews in Lngiand beforef

ihatzeray adrired Redbecca imzensely, yet he code not re-

fruin fros poking fusm. In a volume of “iscellaines, published
iT88, he has a sxit, *IRebecca and Lowena, a pomarce upon a

fozance®, It is contisuation of Ivanhoce, inmock-haroie style,

ridiculing the remantie glasour that surrounds Rebeccz to the

disparazenent of Rowsna. Thackeray on the whole was not friend-
1y tc the Jews snd morsf than once they were mads to el £he

c

soint ¢f the pen trhat painted snobs and snobbery so'deiicioksly.
1n the burlesgus *Cocdilngsby: the propénsity Teoy disrvlay, with
Which the Jews ars cjjarged, was broadly caricatursd, e soeaks
of =2 carpet, in Raphasl ~sndozals rccm, beling cf '?hiteiveléef,
1248 over with several weds of Aubusson,]spshan and Axminété?',
and vainted with flowsrs, arsbesques and classic ;igures'ﬁy?R
leading artists of the day. ®The @dges were wrought tiﬁh;sééd‘f

4

pearls, and fringed with Valencienpe 1220 and bullion,®

s liver Twist? and The year that Queen Victoria ascendsd ?hé

9gur ¥utual Friend", thrcone "Oliver Twist? apnsared, less than

v
; Ay

.
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two decades after *Ivanhoe?, It is a long swing of the

pendulum from Rebecca to Faghn, and one wonders why Dickens, of

all noveiists, shoulid havs bdeen puilly of the reaction. Tn
craator of Little XNell and Tiny Tim wmas surely not without
patny. Tne w#riter who wrctght s¢ sturdily for the oppress

-

ané downtroddeu, #ho achleved sc nuch for prison referm, an
Icy the amelicration of the institutional ccnditions of tho

~who weré the helpless victims of a cruelly hard socisl syst

e

e T

€d
a

sé
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this writer tcok ocecasion tc pizcy a stigma unce a peotlie whe

re EXoRExIRwg in the midst of a struggie for the native r

ofreitizenship., It is more than probadle that YCliver Twis

fede

ntensified the struggle and deiayed the vietory of Jewish

zmancipation for at least z dszade, 1he character of ragin

[

£

~

ghts

is

a masturly presentation of 3 possible iype of the undsrpround

crizinal world of a great city. Ie is no betger, and can de no

worseé, than 3ill Sykes and XNarcy of the same genus, or Carker,

of a higher soccial level. ¥e ig a villain, a thddf, a coward,

an ail dvt murdersr., There is no criticism of the accursey of

the ricture, but the grezt =rong is that his author iabels
2 (2] 5

[
L\
X
v
I
-
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]

Fagin was, a thiefl and a teacher of thieves, but his heing

him

2]

resents him as a Jewist iype. A& Jew may be all that

Jew docs not mage him so, Yet the contrayy iunrsssion is wshat

Dickens created, even as Stakespears hadé dorne »efore his
his characterization was acecsried as readily. Shylock and

conc abrcad as tyves, not cnly among tanglish-spesting

-
i
-
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peoples, but throughout the world, The words have been incor-
porated into the languages of a dozen nations as synonyss of
relentliess usury and thievery., Indissdlubly associated with
then is the thought that these characters are true remresen-
tatives of the pecple, whoss nane has been askechedgd to them,
the fruits of their customs, traditions and tcsachings, The
monstircus wrong done to the Jews by these two cresatures of the
imaginaticn is simply iscalculzble,

bickens tried o make amends in a later novel,"Cur “utual
Srieng". here is ancther Jswish character, Rish, He is an fin-
convincing, spineless saint, The pendulum swings too far the
cther way and Riah is unmaturally good. I1he whole atmosthere
of this later wcri’sééms to justify the suprositicn that Tickens

is tryinz tc reme

o
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he may, Fe pointedly
maies Riah's virtuss t0 bDe Jewish virtues, his natience, this
subu:ission, Iis uncstentatious charity, his fideiity, his grati-
tude, and his humilivy are all credited to the Jewish meonle

as characteristic. But as o charzacierizaticn Righ is wsak and
unaprealing. Le dees not olffset Fagin in the lcast, de is
overdrawmn, ﬁhere is ne strength to his personality, There is
ne attraction, no impulse for approval other than sentivental,

In one thiug cniy is there a touch of poser tc instiruct and

illumipe. FLRien is regarésd as a grinding landiord by thcse vwhe
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Dicxens »lainly intimates that many men are misjindged because
of their seeming wrong—=doing, and this ig the case with the Jews,
whose real wcrth and character are not realized, ®Cur Mutual

—

Friend® was Lickens' last ccanlete work, Though it failed <f

. 1ts purvose it was nobly intendsd acd may well »e mlaced as a

credit to the memory of a man whose life was 3 BSlesesing to his

Tellowren,
®Lanigl Deronda® Tre Jews found a worthy exoonent in Ceorge

B Zliot, This greatest of femals novelists

in what is perhaps her greatest novel, deals with the Jewlish

L]

uestion with understupding and sympathy. *lLaniel Dercnda® is

Florence scekinz the material and the stucsohere to crsate a

SaRanarola, s¢ she sient n

O

nths in the study of Judaism and of
the Jewish pecple, their cusioss and hadits cf life. Che visit-
€d the synagogue., She famijlarized herselfl with the literatire
ané trzditions of the Jews, iris Enewledgs, far frod remell-
ing ker, made heér a cohscicus éefender, and ¥Daniel Deronda® an
intended protest against the conventional conception and treat-
msnt undsr which the Jsws have suffered, In 2 1et;er +0 Barriet
Jeecher Ciowe she wrote, "As to the Jewish elemsnt in Deronda,

1 expected from first ic last, in writing it, that i+ would

create much stronger resistance, and even repulsion, than it

®has actuslly mei with. But precisely because I feit that the
Prefixed to vol.I of 3oston Zdition, aidiné 3ook Pub.lo.,of Ceoc.
zlict's woris.

e emms -
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usuzl attitude of Christians towards Jews is ~—= I hardly know

Cwhether tc say mere impious or more stupid when viewed in the
| 1ight of tteir professed nrineiples, I thersfore felt urged to

trzat the Jews with such sympathy and understanding as my nature

and krowledge cculd attain to.® Eavpily, as she hersell adds

further on in the same letter, she was indenendent in materiel

“things =nd could refuce to Taccomodate her writing to any stand-
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1o a seénse her chargcters 2re not tyoical. Trey are nitural,
just as their fellcwmen cof ¢ifferent re-
iigicus faith ars, men ané women who have "hands, organs, dimen-
sicns, senzss, affecticns, passicns; fed with the same food, hur
with the same wearcns, Bubieet &0 the same &iseases, healed by
R wa£48d and codled by the same winter and susrer
as a Trhristian is,® Irn *Daniel Isrcnda" she has a nuwber of

» Tigures, taxsn Trom different walks of life, and rictur-
ing differcwpt vhases of the ceomplex Jewish character. The pict.
urss are Dainted without exaggerztion, but with the truih and
#izrge justice of the great artist,® The Schen farily furnishes
the humcrous eisment;, ard it is just such a farnily as we may
£ind ip the middle class of the Jewish people. Fzra Cohen, the

father, is an crdinary, commonplace busiress msn, a fariliar
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figure of prosperous mercantile 1ife, His son,Jacob, exhidits
é the mental alertness common to Jewish children, The tender re- E
laticns betwssn IZzra Conen and his sged mother azain illustrate :
truly tke beautiful home-life of ithe Jews. This is riven also
in the no les:z tender mezory in which Xordecal and “irah holé 1

treir dead parent. Kalonymos and Ram, the boox-se'lsrg, "scaxed

G R LA TS TR RS TN 30 LD e

through and through with the effect of the pcverty and contempt

PAE R

vhich were the coumicn heritage of wmost English Jews” helcre the

NEYPIES

enancipation pericd, may be dismissed with mere méntion. S¢ too

Pash, the un-vswlsh Jdew,- the Jew whe hias nc reverence and ne
faith,- thé representative, as -r.Joseph J:200s saye, of "the
reine side of Jewry", whose witff is « heritige, but whose cyni-
cism is an acauisitisn. Cideon and Lapidoth are Jews Dy the
accident of birth only, in nothing more, firah is nct suite an

atcurate representation of Jewisk firlhood., Che is steadlfzast

1

¢

3

{ 1in rer reli von 6f noble character and Lendzr strencth, but
; .

! che is tame, ilesser, ¥dERtMer with Mgran and iicharisi, the
i

{ mother of Deronda, represent the artistic elemsnt, Alcharisi
!

{

’

is an anomalous tyne of 4 Jewlish uother, vho salrificss her

mothernicod for th sake of art, Hebellicus against the to-her-

ing farily, Taith and child, Ine supreme renunciation @0 the

( sne, and in the end she yields to the #ill cf a Tathsr many
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years in his grave, She calls back her som, from what she pro-

pounces freedom to the heritage of his ancestors. The scene

in which she reveals to Deronda her history and his Jewish birth

is an intensely thrilling ome. 1In it the author puts into De-

ronda's mouth one of tre {inest sentences in the hook., *T+ is

no shame tc have Jewish parents ——— the shame is
Deronds and Yordeeal arve the csniral personalities in
the Jewish portion of the story. Deronda is an ideal as
tleﬁéﬁh, g modsrn Sir (alahad, capable of every delicacy of
fseiing, 7ith an exhizustless sympathy that imnelled him towaxrd
But he
fe needs some externsal event or in-

-

lusace that =eould ursgs a definite 1line of action, He

found it in the perscn of Yordecai. Ceo. Eliot cvidently believ-

a

(¢t}
[

n spitituzl ielepathy, in the speaking cf soul to scul, The

enthusiasm of Yordecai kindled an answering snark in Deronda and

7

his life's missicn was revealed to him. ¥Yordecai is one of %he
finsst characisrizaticns in fiction, He is the emhodiment of

aspiration of Isrsel,
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5e is an Tsaiakr redivivus,

tc®zarn a miserable nittance

-

In trhis he

by handicraft and

serene,” rcat tsachers
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Israel in Talmudic days, and is

.
SPAN

Q
»n

za, wWhose
ground lenges but vhose vision beheld the infinities of

(7.4 . . . -
immaterial rﬁgms. Kordeeal is an ancient provhset, set dowm

1 - L] P~ T 4 ] > o -4 = = -
C>bbr the criginal of “ordecai se¢ apnendlx added to ch:apter.
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awidst the sordid surroundings of poverty in moderm London.

he lives in a world of visions,

3ut

is faith is the supreme fact of

his 1ife, and his whole desire 1s to find some one who will fol-

low in his foctsteps, hold his beliel, and carry cn the work
which hic dissase-enfeeblied Yody prsciudss his doing., e finds
this n»erson in IDercnda, The mesting of ihe two at the bridge
{charpter X5.) 1s cne of the most impressive pertrayvsals in fiction,
dordceai commels Derondals attertion and acguiescence by the in-
tensity of his own emotion.

The vision of Ucrdecal is ncihing slce than the return
of’ the Jews o Talesilne and the restoraticn of the Roly land
2s the hoke of a Jewish naticn, However truly otheruwise Csorge
niiot internreted/ih; surrent of Jewish ssntimsnt and thought,

confess
the lebrew;

for tnhe wrol

quence the ultimate unltly

unity of nan

anen need s

2y Xxoxxx® so well,®the ZBemuh, whersin we bric
divine Unity, is the chief deveolional exsrcice o

and this

€ wWOorig;

King that moderw isr

- - - 1i1m - ] 3 B T R
suffzses for. This unity is nct 1o Le hasiined

- PR -~ -y = i 2 N <
own natlonal separateress, on the conilsary, Is

done so 4o 2 wosnderful degree, in this she is nise-
hope of Israsl deoes ncet lie in a rehabiliitated
on. 1he iessianic ideal of the Jewish peopie is net

racl
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‘dispersed is the binding link of all nations, the symbol that =s

God is One, 80 are all mankind onse,
George Eliot's knowledge of things Jewish is full and

thorough. Her references to men, customs, traditions, uszages,

gervices, holy days, and ncr use of iterms and phrasss are accu-

rate, @ith socme few megligibie exceptions, The Very names she

ives her characiters are in keeping with the thought and alncs-

phere of the work, The name ®*nlesmert of the picturesque muzi-

cian wrose eccentricities of dress were but the expressions of

his geniuvs, is typical cf her thcroughness, The word "{iesmer”
y
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7, it means_Tipstruments of music® but by on unconsciocus
metonomy 1% was used popularly tc denote thée musicians them-
selvss, Hsr desceriptiouns of the service in the synagosus on
Friday night, asids Trom one slight error, is beyond critiecism.

sr Knowiedge, her sympathy and heér uﬁderstanding have enapled

her to producs a work which is a fgir and just nicture of Jew-

ish iife in its various phases, from Lapidcth, the gambier, to

Lordecai the saintly ideaiist. It is not surprising that the
general world failed to undeérsiand, zand turned ccldly from 2%
failed to undsrsiand because they 217 not, t?a£ wrEre are

among Jevs differences in culture, sducalion, nanners, customs
and modes of 1if'e just as there ars among othsr peonies., The

-

Jevis do not ask to be Judged as g whole by ihelr vest, but they

do onject tc the custom that universally cdbialns of Deing Judged

iddish{Judaso—German) for musicians. In reality, ic pure

——
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as a whcle by their worsi.

The character of Deronda is a peculiar one. Bred from in-
fancy as an English gentlemen and a Christian, he declares thai
he is glad when he discovers he is a Jew by birth, George Eliot
cecubtiess wisned to enforce the lesson of the strength of here-
dity and tradition, even as in ths case with Dsrondats mother,
vho yieids at last to the wili of her dsad father,- 3ut

has been prepared for the event, Eis comranionshin with ”ordeea%

his love for ¥irah, had shaped his thoughts and made hinm
for the crange, 3oth z=re characters, Alenar
have dhéer countervarts in later works of fio
®*Kenel Cneen*® vepapduces the former, Nadame Elvirah
Alcharisi who desires tc bréak awsy from the ®*yoXe of the lav
as it is expressed in marital obedience, She senarates frow
her husband in ordsr to devoie her life and Ler Tortune to the

¥ Jause? of wonan's equality. Incidentally her hushznd,

Yanuel
Eiviral, is ancther prophset, drcuaer idealist, a wocd-carver

by trade, but his soul aflaze with a treject for the

o~

-
redemmntion

of mznkind.- 1he ircident cf Deronda %1s rscalied hy its ovnosit

in = novel called "Ths Lizb", It was pudlichsd pmonymously, the

aunthor descriving nimsslf on the title nage as *X,L." Tere the

piot it based urnon a2 Christian being broaght un as a2 Jew who

dizcovers ie the end that he is really a Christian, The novel

is 2 rather striking one and there 1s in it some exceptional

B s
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Cther novelists of the csesntury touched upon Jewish sub-
jects or imtroduced Jewish characters into their works. Oliver
Coldsmith depicts a Jewish journalist in ®*The Eaunch of Venison®.
In Crarlss Reade's "It is NHever too Late to Yend® the Jewish
character is sscoadary but zulis Sistinet. 3niwer-iytton in-
troducss 3aron Levy, z nmoney-iender into "dy Novel", Later in
the century the interest of writers centered around the nroblerm
5 from the persecutions of the Jews and the inhuman ireat-

-overnments of Russia, Roumania, Calicis,

3

Lithuania etic.~ thoroushly medieval in its character, has crezsi-
ed answ the "Sswish qussticn®, 1l.e,, the relationms and nosition
ol & pesple who, though living in 2 land for ceﬁturieslare nct
accordsd the elementdl rigris of hamanity or of citizenship,
sclely bscause of religious bigotry.- The cordid external ccn-
giticne to which the Jer iz condenged is these countries con-
trast sharply witl thz undlunted intellectual vigor ané the
idsalizsm thal ofter fiame forth frex the most unex—.
Cscll Trursion expresses it wslil,

che says, ®To you znow that this
Tuther of yours, rith his philosophies, his theories, his
strangensss, 12y huve gone Sritically near to making a carser -
‘¢zt tcacher or a great leader ¢ Do you xnow £ﬁat;/‘
SUDPresSsed races'bursi cut at intsrvals like volcanoceg - in a

lash of flume,- in a Tlash of genius ¥  The tone of these-
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later Znglish writsrs in generally sympathetie, Perhans the

" traditional national hatred between England and Russia may
‘account for it semewhat, but we would rather eredit the heart

wlth good than svii sotives,- as e.g. when Jogerh Hation, in

1 girl, anna llopstock, the fJusen of the Ghetto, and handles
boxdly
the nersecuticns of the Jews so 3adikyx that the book is prehini-

the romantic side of the irazedy is mictured by Dorasthea
Lerard in"Orihodex® and "Recha', wherein she deniects the unkap-

Dy love affairs of Jewish women and sustrian army officers

In ner latesi noyel,"an Inprobahle Iéy1", thsre are scencs of
Jewish 1ife in Calicia, wher: the mean and degraded cenditicns of

treir existence zrc norirayst with rath
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ho0X hag a chars of style thwat atones for its unpleasant

charagtsr. - In "3rchen Plagilings', C.F.Zeary has likewise

an unhanny tals of missry to unfolid, In 3t tre Jeswish eiement
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misery, One of these he gives in the Jewish ancestry of ome
of the partiss. #Tinfred Crahame in "The 2% sts® alsc takes

a2 fiing at the Jewish-lhristian marriags. Du Yaurier bdring

0

iz
Svetgall iv Turilvy”, 28 a Jewlsh villain that is not altegether
2 villzin, Yet he is by no mceans w icvapie character, fathew

Sriel in %ihe Lord of ithe Zea? has 3 hero in 2 scrt of Jewich
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novels based on historic emisc
ul story of the Gestruction of Jerusalenm,
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. ithas a'Randsring Jew'plot, sbich will be acticed later, C.7.

¥elville wrote ?ihe Gladiators™, "a tale of Reme ard Judca’

e anzac

and ¥rs.Jj.3.deob,"Raomi, or the Last Days of Jerusalen?,

N e

h.Rider Haggard exercised his weird fantasy along this line,

The TPear ¥aiden® is a tale of the fall of Jerusalem, and

s £

i - . - - - - I — - - > >

P o¥,.be #oridéls sSesire® is a romance of thie Israelitish exodus
g %

} fron fgypt. “r.daggard introduced s Jewish character into
H

*senita, one of his iater african stories. Jacch 'syer, ihe

PoJew in Yosenitat, Aiffcrs {row wany of nis confperss in that h
© is a0t & measy Llsnder, acr is ne distinetly Jewish as far as

¢\ religicn is couecerned, jie is 2 German Jew of free-trirting

L tewdsneies, & boxl waterialist, with 2 good braln dut no heart.

i is & strong Characier butl n.t a plsasant one. Al agree€sdle

¢ eontrast is Charies ‘hisiler's Yror iliag or Zmprass?t™. It is
. & story of tho pre-expulsich pericd, of the tiwe ol Ttephen
and ¥aud, when the terror of 4le gariy ingiish persecuti

had Aot yei bsan felt to the fuil by the Jews, Lr. histler
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L the story offlLiittle St..iliiam of lorwich®, the doy

warlyr ahose deatihh brought adbout ths zassacre at “orwign in

e R S SR

A e

i the well-being and progieéss cof ~nb_and, and the civilizing

powsr they exerted du uring the Tirsi cenluxy of their residence
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tal centers of lexmning, cannot be overlooked.* The two lead-

‘ing Jewish characters of the story, Jorvin of Norwichy and his

son Leo, are truly and naturally drawa, and their part in the

narrative mazes pleasant reading

Poetry FPoets are prophets. Tney sec with & ucener eye and a

truer vision than the averagse mortal. The peoets of

this centu beheld 1deals cf faith and devoiion and lovin
£

jat)

loyaliy, where others saw only opstinacy and stiff-necked

<
&

stubborness, They

n

ing of Jsrael in a noble sirain., Shelly

Cclerfidge, YWordswortl and Byror have each made the Jewg the

o3

subject o their verse on cne or Mmore occasions, and In gach
instance in & manner that is pleasing, Fordsworth's"fong fer

the Fandering Jea" breake away from the coaventicnal sectar-

jar lsgesed and sounds & ncie of universal aspiration., His

incident which caused hin tc write it occurred in 1838 ,when

acd ner three ¢h
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v, and the incident insvired Jordsworih to write the
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refatery ncte he said that "though exceedingly

See "ihe Jew in Inglish Pestry and Drara,” by Chariss “zhon,Jd.l.R
VOl. Al P.éoc
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poor and in rags*® they were not less hHeautiful thar he made

them, The poem closes with these stanzas.

Iwo lovely sisters still and sweet
is flowers, stand side by side;

Thelr scul-sudbdulng looks might cheat
The Christian of his p*ide,

Such beauty hath the IZiernal poursd
Upcn ther not foricrn,
ough of a lincsage once abhoreédd,
¥or yet redeered from sceorn,

Yysterlicus saAGguwrd that, in s»pite
Of voverty an- wrong

Doth . hére rres 2 living light,
From Eebrew fourta¢ns gorung;

That givesz thiz ragged group to east

Arounﬂ the dell a gl”e"
Palestine, of gle*" Tast,

-
And proud Jerusalexn;

o~ -

~“c*aey devotes Cantc VII of his *Musen ¥ih' 4c an ideal

-~

X

2

<

ersicn

o

the janderiag Jew legend, and G

3

4

orge Zlict in "The

a.

/

panish Cypsy”, an z2arly dramatic neoem, tcuches unen ths same

toric. Jolerigge was a close Triend of Zyman HEurwitz, 8 Jew-

~ish anthor of some ncte. He bacame acquainted with Jewish tra-

drtions through this source, and showed his knowlsdge in ?The
srizngd", whéghk hds versificaticns of three Telundical talss,
e aisc translated two of his friend's iHebrew rosms,"israelts

Lzursui® and "ihe Tears of a Grateful Peonle®. 3yron atiuned

1i3 Lharp 1o TlLebrew Felodies®, They were writien at the re-

quest ¢f s friend, dom& er and ccmposer, Isaac Hathan by

GALE r=imE sel the %9elcdies” to rnusic and for 5 time they

-

~

were uged in ihe synagogue service in Loandor, Though 3yron

ater did not rogrd these "ilelodies* with satisfaction, yet

[
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they are by no msans among the least of his lesser poenms.
Kot all that are printed under this division as usually

giver in his #orks, are specifically Jewish in thoégght or
i11llusidn, Yany deal with 3iblical and Pajestinean the &8,

ing gem ol the collection is ire shor

ot
v

oem ¢ three stanzas,
*2h Jeep Tor ihose." It piciurcs truly the TWelischmerz of
israel, Yhere is wo finer descrintion of the Jew's unhanny

¢xpericnce than the closing stanza,
Moz : .
Iribeg of the wandsring foot and weary dreast,
siow shalil ye flee away 2nd s at resgt!
e wild-ddve hath her nest, the fox his cave,
“anxiné his country - Israel dut the gravel!”
Scott and 3urns have cccasional referencs

g
/a«.
their poetical works, An excsrption 4o t?isf;t‘itudﬁ is %ec

be found in Gecrge Crabbe, o winor noet of the miriad

‘\'I

poes, the "3orcugh", 1813, he gives & very unfaverasle

picture of the Jews oé’iagland of his day, though hie doss

"4 part there are, wicm doudbtleszs man might trustg,
Jorily e wellthy, pure, religicus, just.®
L named
-~ ~ ol

Tlews e with us, bul fur unlize tc those,
Jho, 1éd by Dawvid, warr'c with Israelts froes;
Uniike to  those wliow hic luperial son
{aught truths divirs,- thé nreacher Solomon:
Uor war Gor wisdow yield our uéws delight,
“hey wili not study,- thsy dare not Pight,”

ihe toex is hardly wzors than msre dofgerel, and Crahhe himselfl

s
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attenticn t6 things of Jewish interes

doubtless felt tbe inaccuracy of the last line at least, At no
time could it with Justice be said of the Jews that they do nct
study. A4s for fighting, it 1s rather unfortunate for the noet
that inst at that time Jewish prize-fichters were verv much in

evidence, so he 2dds, in a nolte to this last line, - "Sors may

object to thls .assertion, to whom I beg leave to answer that

I dc not use the word fight in the sense of the Jew, ¥endozar.

Ye does not however say in what sense he does mean it.

Srowning. Robert 3rowning is the chief amcng the greate

he became versed in Jewish traditic A iiterature, and was a2ble
to read his $id Testament in Hebrew. lLike !
XNOFiIE4ge madé him Iriendly and sympathstic, Ee was given
to eurnsst thought ob the trofiund quesiions of life, and

zaty of hisg poexs are relisicus and philosophic studies,
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at he gives his views on two of ihe most iaportant phases
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as well as their years, and thos is enabled to jodge of 1iife in

all its phases. He finds many vain thiogs in life, but life is

not vain, There are several Talmudic legendary tales givsn in

cennection with <the poem, and soms oihers in a voliuns called
"Jocoseria®. 1nhe "Tocior®, one cf trs Iramatie Idyls of the
secand series, is alsc based on = Rabbinical 1égend. “Sen

Karshock's #isdom™ is an amplification of a Rabdinical maxinm,

that a man should renent one day defore his death, As no cne

knows the day cf his death each day is the one that a =an

sheuld turn to God, ®riliivc 3aldinuecei® telis the story of

the “°ttJ pirsecuticns of the Jews of a swmall villiage a
vpainter, whu anpcys and cheats them, and wshe is astounded

when ithe 2abhi's son, chowing a broad tolerance

piciures of the .-adonna and the Crucifixicn, ®Isly Jlress

the Jdous to uitend service and listen tc a conversionistic
seruon, Jhe protéest is »ut into the montn of a Romen Jevw
whe solilcguisés while hs Iz at church, hearing but not hesd-
‘ing the scrmon. HowJew desires a stronger arraignment of the

injustice and hypocrisy of the custom than Browning cives in

thee® liass:

Ihine toc is the lausel ang not more thine

“ran ours, 1g the work of these dogs and swine
Jrose 1ife laugks ¥hrough and spits at their cresd,
e mainialin thee in word and defy tree in deed.®

nor 4 iiner exrressicn cf the truth tlhat

P




23y the torture, prolonged from age to age,

i By tkhe infany, Israelts heritage,

f; 3y the Ghetto's plague, by the ga.rb's disgrace
; By the badge of shams, by the felen's place,

2 By the dbranding tool the bdoody vhim,

3pd the sunzeons to C Chri istian fallowship‘

#& boast cur rroct that 2t least ths Jew
Yould wrest Christ's name from the Zevills crew.”?

grave, arnd Swinburne a sonnet on the Lussian persecutiocns of

A e T T HIBINT 3 TEE RSO

the Jews, Simiisrly Canon Rawmslse in a sonret entitled
iy . - ' -
Crrictman 1208, ut a deep iament fer the sufferings of Fus-—
1
Pogian Jeweg, These, and Other mceens, give svidence that the flerce-
, at le:nst
©ongsg o the Teeling azainsi ths Jews is heing softened and he is
A

r, the Jews received much, and cn the vhele

their histery ane thelir yreseal circuamsiance aiiracied the st

. v

Pt undersstiand them and theéir ideals, bescanme their nrotagonist

wnd cefenders, Thosze who attacxed thew wsers these, wainly vwho
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; The later pocets of that centuxry oxhibvitéd likewise a frien

terntion of many writers, with ithe rasult, as always herstolore

that those who came {0 Xnow the Jewish peovle as they really ar

att ituce. ‘¥athew Arnold wrote a noble eligiac poem on Feine's
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vicissitudes endured by the Jewish race, from the neriod when
Shristizamity became domirnent, may welil Be ‘2 subjeet of wride

tc the Eebrew, and of shaze to the-Chrisiian, The annals of

. manzind afford anc zore brilliant instance of -steadfasiness

under adversity, of unconqus 3ble strecgth © l“*ugh canturies

P

erzting Ircn apparent gssiruction, a~d of conscientious adher-

encs to o faith whoss onliy poriicn in this 1ifs was contewpt
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g, drt wers men ° errreciated iniencely
tages they relianguished, anc ¢ 37Tzetions
’Je ncre ﬂ‘v=7y cn account of narrow circle
re confimed, Inthusizasm and lhe sirange phe-
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vere still pursuing the vath of unowledge, anassing learning,
and stizul . ting progress with ihs same unfiiaching constaney
that they =: ﬁ’- st=d ip their faith, They were ihe most skill-
ful hJS"”43wa, tre ablest ‘1nanc*ers, arnd ancng the most nrc-
found vhilcscphers; @hile “ﬂ; ere only seccnd to the Ncers

in the culiivaticn of natural sclence. They were also the
chief intsrpreters to Western Furone of Arabian learning.(vel.lI
D 270 - Z71)
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Appendix

In the Fortnightly Review for April 1, 1866, "t.George Benry
Lewes prefaces an article on Spinoza with an account of a

- Philosopher®s club where he first nmade acquaintance with the
-doctrines of the iebrew thinker, and which resembles in every

particular the club at the ’hnad and Bannex* in the sixth book
of ®"Daniel Deronda®, 7TIhe leading spirits of ir.Lewss' club’
was was a Cerman Jew named Cohn or Zohn, whon he describes in
in words which 2ight be appiied almost wi thout alteraticn to
dordecai, #r.lewes says of Cchn:

®%e all admired him as 2 man of astonishing subilety and.
locicaJ force, Bo less that of cweet personal worth. He re- O,
zaing in my memomy as a type of philosophic dignity. 4 caim,’
medlitative, aniadle man, by trade a2 jourmeyman wadchraker, very
pocr, with weak eyes and cnest grave and gentle in aemeavour
*uccrruptlble even by the scductlon~ of "&ﬂ‘ty; I habltually
trink of him ir counnection with Spincza almost as much on ;
acccunt of his pirsonal worth as Yecause $o him I owe my first
acnuaantance @ith the Eebrew thinker, ¥y admiration of him.
#as of that emthusuastic temper which in youth = fesl for our
intellectual leaders, I loved his weak eyes and low voice; I
vensrated his intellect. Ee was the only man I did not contra-
dict in tke impatience of argument. An immense pity ané a fer-
vid indignation filied me as T cans gway frcm his atties in
one of the Holborn courts, where I had seen him in the ninch-
ing poverty of his hcme, Zith bis Cerman wife and two little
b¢d~A-eyed childreng Indlgnantly I railed agains+ society
shich could mot allow so great an intellect to withdraw itsglf
frou ncbier work and waste tke precious hobors in mending’ watches,
3ut he waus wise in his resirnat4an thought I in ny yonng ¥ndig-
nation, Life was hard to hin as to all “of us; but he was con-.
tent to earn a miserable p;ttaace by kandicraft, and kept his
soul serenqp 1 learnt to undsrstand him better when I learnt
the story of Spinoza' life.

#Cbhn, 25 Day be supyosed early established his supre-
nancy io our ciub, A.magzsterial inteliiect always makes itsslf
felt. Even these who differed from hirm most widely raid wolun-
tary homagp to his power.? (From ®Jewish Ideals and Cther Essays"
by Joseph Jacchs, Lon, 1856 —‘pp. gs - 70.)

B e

[P




© e veee P e re

CEAPTER VIII

L .
A
[Tod o
T I N L o o o f4
o (o of £ £ 1 SR & D e
— o w? £4 (9] Pt .
Ke) © 9 &y $4 4 (Y] tn
K 1] 1 ! + o
T o = T 'S 5 B
- e O « y G K (17}
o B & S0 H
R [/} [\] 0 (3] ™
“ w0 0 o 0w n 0
+? o2 < ~ 4} Led 3 L)
% W 7)) [0 o) o
N | &4 erd > [ [ S ) [
(e} et Loy © < 4 (2
) J G n O C +
8] 1] w & el ) o]
o ol 0 e A R S S s B
wl O ] AN S S 0
e [ o BT I w o}
o [ G4 L) ! (9} -
Q N &0 o~ N o O D
L& % [T ] e et ord * a3 > i
. + 1 N T T I & O
| B B ¥ dEYosE o0
] i X K . -
)n [ ' &y [53; )] o
0 n © o] o n v >
D . oed £4 d e | - [ w4
] + £ o0, (%3] [ n el Lo
3 m ¢ i@ U By by O 0] o3
fan O oW T A &
o 5 oo % o8& 8
T =Y \ n - -1 )
+* e TR o B U O W ) 3
0 o=l [ o+ [&R (4] h.n. (4]
Lo [+] -ﬂw_ [N 4& <) 'y D
By ) g2 + 0 o |9
w o+ LA, | u LS )] Q
L& o - 1 $4 {0 (W] L W
i p! Gt + Q ol (! iy &
Q o] .ﬂ.s K o4 +? 2 cf e
W £ [a) EY4 o srd r
m m wt o o ! PO
[« . + 4 ] " (o] v [ »
o 43 ol Ks) O I AT | 1 v)
) ny ol Q (0] Q )] m& &1
+) [ 442 i) o ST [ 2
i n o n | . 42
i) o + P m i L st
- ) T A T
I £ vy af o 3 a?
“? | I " o 0n
£ h wi 00 by 0
(5] £ &0 $4 o i W
nw.... . € [ m,u A W Sy oy ]
4 Q = c 4+ (9 o) H
ord Gy I} of " ‘ ~7 v
1 3 =1 “+2 'y
™ n O3 in o=
Gy 2y owd W %4 e ~ 2
o M & 0 0 4 o0 Qo

-
o
® [
el (2] J
9 H 8 5 5
3 u ~
@ B au k!
3 (3 0] o
© [ O (2] V) )
43 3 ] {2 r o
£ o o B 4
pw 4 x5 !
) <43 < £
® Sy 3 T
<3 2 fi O
2 w O [ 3] o
~ -t o3 o3
C 4 %] ) #
o4} [} Qs 0 {9 1)
- L0
o O] 4? 9] v H
Ko ~—~ o3 O
i + 4+ 9] o G4
o B} u; i
NI PR O - TR B
[1}) u ot o4 i
1 e ® 4 42 )
- e 5! (] ) [}
) [ o} ) [ ~
> & W b
=, = [} e o, «
1)) el o] « pa [¢3]
<, n? o
¥»oow o ™ 0
B T NI
ol 4 ¥ L < 4
(3 2] oot A3
oef mm ,Z Q 2
el ¢ +2 b oo
& i 3 o ~
A . <= e
& e oW e o ')
53 $h ié it O
—1— al 3 - o{ L o
: L ] 0 %)
£ 1 ." 2 )] ,nt_
4 (& [ A { od
i < it o
k&) (¥ = <) £ ¥
J " £ + wd et
4 ) o] W D
+’ ke ord o
D -3 | 4
[ . 3 [ R3]
« @ Qo K4 o]
M G N O
HARE ' B S o S
o + 3 4
~ ¢ Wu D )
. b o ) -
g 3 TR
2 = 4 o] >
at e - [ ) 83
"y 4 3} o] 2 K&

",
thg

k4
in

rhocd

LN
il

sret

d gh

the bri

-
o1

T LT "



T T S T

LA AL TP

B T T R

LT A I

e

sramzner

e

O AL T ORIV e,

o e i

MG A e

L AT B3 W e T £

it is safe to venture the prophecy that, nc serious political or

jg T8
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other natiocnal rsaction occurring, their contributions to the

tellsctual, spiritual and literary treasury of the English nation

will increase in numbders, vaiue and worth, sven as they have in

creased with =very d=cade since their emancisnagtion,

Politieal A political writer of some note very €arly in the
Aritings. century was Lewls Goldsmith, EHe did not partici-
pate in the contest =znich the Jews wared., e nub-

lished, in 1801, = book called"lrimss of Cabinets?, in which hse

t01d sore rather plain truths anocut wministers, e wvas indicied
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nis attacliz upon the sxriiiskt Yabinet. rFinciog,

. - - s - - - K " - T S e 3 s L5 o - -
action by vcluniariiy returning to Jngland, His offensss wire

- - =3 < -~ < -, apy s - -~
net of a very dsep nature and Jter a trial, that was nsrely
L - b L) -3 - ~ - - - -
Ier.zal, he was discharged. dls trerchant nen them turrd

K - A [ e 3 -y 2 - = - ~ e - Ealit
pictures ol faposedon wnd iz Ccurt in sseverzl works, "a Tecret
%Y - 3 o = T3 -
iizstory of ivinet of 3onaparite” and *A Tecrsi History of
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aAcuanariets Divloracy™., Ccotidsmith was 2 journalicst =208 noliti-
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ezl wriler ol muck forgs., Hiz wmowers of =satire and inveciive

wer: greal, though his wriiing sas marrsd by 2 scwevhat infiated
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Hapolecn indirscetly exercised an influence on the fortunes
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n Ingland, In 180€ he ‘had convoked a Savhedrin cf

srunce 2nd Tialy to define the relation of the Jew-

10}

isn ¢ivil and matrimonial laws to those of the Sreach nation

and tae attitude of the Jewish law penerally toward mcdern

legislation. The answer given by the rerrcsentatives of the

Jews sc¢ pileased the Emperorjthax he decreed thai these declar-

-

ations sho:uld have legal Torce throughcout the imrire. To &ne

force tne declisions thercundsr he organized the gysism of re-
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iiricus ccnsisteriss, which remained ia vegue untii the sspara-
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Jocner nation. e civect of this aevion was Teit 1o ne snall
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Poetry azong the Jewish posis of the early part of the

century was Isaac Gompertz, He was a poet of

- considsrable merit, and was classed by Dr.a'amieson%fwith Dryden
' Pope and Gay, He wrote "Juns, or Light and Shade?, a poeam in
 six parts, if1%. "The ¥oderm Antique or the Huse in Costume
of Quesn Anpe®, 1815, and TDevon, a Poem®, The first Jewish

 Englishwoman to become distinguished as an aughoress was Hiss,

Emma Lyon (Kps.Bsma Fenry). She published a velume of poems
in 1812, which were exceedingly well received by the review-

ers of the day and proved very successful, ¥rs.”arion #oss

,Bé.rtog was also an authoress of note, At sixtsen years of

age she publishfu,‘__m cenjuction with rer sister Cecile, a
book of poems, entitled *Early Efforts?. In 1840 she pub-
1ished three volumes of tales, called *The Romance of Jew-
ish History®, which was followed by "Tales from Jewish His-
tory. ©The latter years of her life were occupied in magazine
and journalistic work, Any lLevy was a novellst and poctess
ﬁho gave very early evidence of her gift, From her eighth
year she began wrlting verses, plays and short stories that
grow 1n power as she grew in years, ¥While yet a school-éirl
in her téens she wrote "Xantippe®, a biting defenge of Socra-
tes wife, When she was eighteen a short story of hers ap-
peared i "Temple 3ar®, and a 1ittle later *Xantippe and Other

Poems?, in three volumes, 7he "Hinor Poet® appeared ih‘ 1882

®*Grazmar of Rhetoric® p.2%7
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and glves evidence of discontent and restlessness. The last

#olume of hexr poems,®a London le ‘i’;'eo' appeared posthmouﬁ-

- 1y. She wzrots several novels, "Romance of a Shop*, "Hiss, |
Her#aith®, Rauden Sache® and “Ihe Unhappy Frincess®. She has

& distinctive ohars of style and a power of vivid presentation.

It 1s to be lsmsnted that in "Reuben Sachs® she chose to give

sone of the iessg pleasing phases of Jewish character. ¥ina

Davis (Yrs.R.X.Salazon} turns the melody of her ruse toward

. an expression of Jewigh aspiration as found in the poems of

eariler Jewish writers. She has made {transiations, in ex-

quisite style, froz the Hebrew poeste of the middle ages,

They were publizhed in 189% im a volume "Foeme and Hebreow
Translations®, 4 ®second Izpression® was issued irn 1505,
“ro.Salanon's renderinbgs are a series of gems, and display
both poetio talent and scholarship, The volume opems with
a prolude on the cantioles of the Synagogue, It contalng
this &coble stasga:
, r
*Lo, living yet, deloved, lingering strain,
£y harp of cid, '
Yoics of s patience that hath horme the vain
0f years untold."
At the elose of ths book there are a gketeh and a poem, based

o & game of chess, the latter taken from a XS, found in the

‘¥atican, and dating from probably the fousteenth century,
The sketoh is remarkable for the faoct that the gaze is mainly
described by a combination and adaptation of a muchsr of 3ibli-

cal fexts,

-

g
- -




E..

PP ISUCEY
RN -

5 lemidIeeth deas Bad

mapn:

' ti'ate:

G SRR

¥rg.lenry Lucas is another giftsd English Jewess who

bent her talent to the service of her 'faith. She has issued
two volumes of neirical translatiocns of Hebrew poems, in
¥songs of Zion®, 1294 and Tihe Jowish Year?,1598, rs.Lucas'
effort, which preeedéa that of Jina Davis, was the first suc-
cessful attempt iz this direction, though others had made sinm-
ilar attempte., The spirit of iebrew poetry is very elusive, .
it has a mannsr all its own which 18 is extremely difféoult
to transcribe into Englis!i. 3ut ¥rs.lucas has succeeded in
retaining this spirit in her Engiish verse, without sacri-
fice of dignity. The poens are devotional, for synagogne

uge, and occa.sioaglly dogmatic, but simply presented, zs

they often are, they made very rcadable poetry, Aan éﬁmp‘le
in the following stanzs, from "Ths Jewish Year”, will 4llus-
"Am! He is One, His powers transcend,

Suprezs, unfaihomed, depth and height,

Fitbout bYeglmning, without en

fite are dominion, power, and might.*

4 1ittle book of dsautiful versze under the title of "Poams " .
of Love and Desth®, was published by Lady Lindsay, who is also
the author of *Godfreyts Quest', %The bdook has three parts.
Poexs of Love and Dsath, Talmudie Traditions, and Rature's
Yoios, The posms display a2 combination of the Hellenic and

the Hebralc spirit. While many of them are religious in tone

'there is seen throughout them all a broad tolerance of all

forms of falth and a reverence for truth that will not abide
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skam and insincerity. ¥r.Rebben i,Lange published, 1908
*¥geult?, s dramatic poem, and in 2906 & volume of verse
%4 Drean Cup and other Poems®,

Fiction.  In the réim of fiction Jewlsh 1iterary genius

Tinde large representation, There appesrs a

number of names that will survive more than their own genere

ation, 4 piocneer of thé ocentury was Graoe sguilar, 3516 -
1847, Ber history is pathetically interesting, She was
Born of a Portugese fanily of Haranos, who hal fled to
England for refuge in the sighteenth century, The Tamily.
iived secluded and diss, Aguilar'e education was undsriaken
by her parents, che was frall fro= dbirth and in order to
strengthen her constitution she was often taken 4o the sea-
shore and to rural lccalities,  Thus her companionshiy with
her father's people was practically cut off, Yet she hzd an

intense rslizlious fesling and a deer sense of Jewlsh comrade

ship. In spite of her physical weaknsss she was very induse
trious and began writing as 9 child, By the tim6 she wag
twelve she had wriiien a dramz,®Custavus Vaga®, and iwo years
later wrots a collection of verse, Her first :publicatica,

®made anomymously, was in 1835, a book of posms, oalled "the

Hagic ¥reath?, she continued to write Bostly stories, and
works dezling with Jewish toplcs, The most widely xnowm of

tales are "ihe Vale of Cedars®, a story of Spain in the




fifteenth century, and *Days of Sruge®, a romance founded on
Seottish history, She wrole a series of domestie stories,
*Eoxe Inflaeme',"%ther's Zocompense® and Yvoman'g Friend-
ship?, and a number of Jewish tales that were lssned under
the titles "Home Soenes and Heart Studles? and "The Perez
Fanilg®. Two short volumes wers separately published as
®7he Escape® and *Ihe Edict®, She was also the auther of s
nunber of religious works, among which were ®The Spirit of
Judadsa®, "ﬁzehﬁowen of Israel®, and "The Jewish Faith, Its
Spiritual Consolation, Horal Guidance and Immorial Eops'.
Ker last work was & small ®Eistory of Bnglish Jews® for
Chamber?s ¥igoellanies. Ksz works had considerable vogue

a generation ago and new editions of soue of thez appear
vow ané then today, Ber styls 15 pleasing,though somewhat
sentimental ané diffuse, Her woaknesses however may be
attributed to youth, §&he died when she was searcely thirty.:
one years of age. When one considers that her whole life |
was practically a struggle against bodily weakness and

. iliness, and that ehé had to endure nush family care and
trial, s semsé of a@miration will bs fslt for her drave spirit

and her ustiring industyy, that in epite of such heavy hin
g :

drances, produced Atht few years given her, so large and

zeritoricus a collection of llterary ladors, Hor religi-

oug feeling was sirong and desp, She had been taken to a

European cure, but this fallling, she was removed to
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Frankfort, where she died, 7The last message she gave with her
fingers, being umable to speak, was *Though He siay ne yet 4o I
trust in Hia%, '

4 contexporary of Grace asgullar was Charlottie Hontifiore
1618 - 1884, and she too wrote for the uplifting of her people,
Among her productions are "The day to Cet Rioh", "The Birthday”
®Caledb asher?, and *4 Few Words to Jews®, They are ail per-
vaded with a =cral atmogphere and are intended to form an sthi-
oal appeal o her corsligicnists. She was an active philanthro-
pi;t and was intercsted 1n many eduecational and benevolent
institutions, Ancther work,®The Jeweled Isle¥, has ﬁeen' AS~
eribed to her, bﬁt Tor authorshin of 1t has been dispnted@
Lady HKatie Hagnus, born 1844, is another gifited Jewish writer
who appeared a 1ittls later in the century. &he top, 1ike her
other talented sistsrs, directsd much of her'thoug:{. tc Jew-
ish topics. BHer attention was given to history as well as
fiction. she wrote "hollday Storles® and TLittle mrsmﬁs
Bibls Stories*® which have a eham for 4uvenile readers.
Ber historical efforts embrace twe Jewisgh and one general '
topic. The are ®"aibout the Jews Since 3ible Timps'",'jéﬁtiinfes
of jewish History® and "First ¥akers of sngisna-. '-A».ﬁmshex- of
essays and papers, that had aprearsd 1n varkous periodiealz,

were collectively 1gsued in a volume, called '%alvace’.

@'Die Judischen Frauen in der Ceschichte .éiFC.‘ by ¥.Rapseriing,p.¢
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Agother voliume of geven essays of particula.r. Jewish interest was
published under the name *Jewigh Portrsits® In this there is s
review of Dr.Xsufman's ®Cecrge Elict and Judaisgn’.@ Lady Yagnus
is an interssting writer, who dlsplays much reading, Sowe of
her best work is seen 1n her poems, which have apreared in 190%
in a%Bock of Verse".
azong the noveliste of the first half of the wentury was

‘Sampuel Phillips, 181% -~ 1654, sméting as an acter at the age
of fifteen he turned his attention to journalism anéd literaturs.
Through the kindness of friends he was ehabled to thke & course
at Cambridge, Els first sork was a roxance,®Caleh Stﬂk’ﬂ?‘,
which was £irst printed in Slackwood’s ¥agazins and later re-
printed. Its success ledd to other tzles, a number of swhich
were issued in a volume called *%e Ars All Low People There?,
Be published two vclumes of literary essays, 1952 and 18%3,
~and served as literary critic on thé‘dgmes" staff, it the form-
ation of the Boclety of tha Crystal Palage he became secretary
and literary director and in connection with it wrote *The
Gulde® and the "Portrait Callery”. He was a vigorousg and
fluent writer ané his works coazanded much attention, not
nerely for their intrinsic worth, but for the boldness with
ghich bhe erit.ic.iém the leading writers of ths day, such ss

Dickens ané Carlyle.

0 ibis was an aprrociation of "Daniel Deronds® by Prof.{aufman of @
Suda Pesth, It was translated into English by J.%,Ferrier, and

published dy 3lackwood & Sons, Londan.
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Benjazin L.Farjeon, 1832 - 1503, was a suocessruxiand proli-
fic novellst. His first uorx, grﬁf‘ 1870, created a place for
him in Zngiieh letters, It attractsd the favoradle notice of
Dickens,. . Ke wrote some forty odd ncvels of whioh e number
have Jewish charactsrs and deal with things of Jewish interest.
Among these latter are "Salcmon Isaess®, 1877, ®Aarcn the Jew',
1694, "#iras Bozella® 1857 and Frice of Faoe?,1501. Thege
Bovels deal very sympathetically with thelr Jewish 4henmes
and characters. Farjsén was an aziable writer, shose style
was patterned after that of Dickenas, but it 1s a rather weak
initaticn,

Julia Frarkau, born 1884, writiag at tizes under the
bseudonym Frank Danby, was a writer qé charaing anc‘suceess-
ful stories, Her first novel,?Dr.Phillips? A ¥aids Vale
Idyal®, 15887, 1s a story ef Jewish 1ife in the wast End of
London...7he work created a sensation by its reaxistic treat-
meat, and doubilesg paved the way for the later sého&l of
Novelista, both Jewish and Chrigtian, in Engzand;anﬁlkmerica,
whe have made much of scenes of Jewlsh 1ife, It waé}followsd
by ®habes in 3ohemia®,1590,-"Pigs in Clover?, alsc ﬁith Jew-
ish characters, and *Saccarat?, 1504, Under her own name she
pudlished a trestise on "Sighteenth Gentwry irtists ?aL!nd
Ecgrawsra’ 1501, and "Sightsenth Centuyy color °Iates' 1508,

aleo the "Lifs and %oriks of Jchn Rephael amith; 1§0nw She

published other novels,"A Coquetie in Crape®, 1907, and *Ihe

- Sphinx's Lawyer®, 1506, and has been a frequent csntributor

of articliss and essays tc the press and revieus.v

Gruck anblinds o Ooler_prinks
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The D'Israelid.: The elder D'Isveels, Isaac,|the father of the
famous premier) 1766 - 1848, tris¢ his hand
at novel-writing, and vrote at lsast four, They are "Vaurien,
@ Sketch of the Iimeg", "Flim Flars, or the Life of Hy Unele®, -
*Zejncun and Leila, the Arsdian Peirarch and Laura®, and *Des- -
potise] or the Pall of the Jesuits®. Ths first three appeared
in 1767, the laat mased $9 3813, His literary fame however |
dces not rest on these novels, for thsy were not successful.
fe is bstiser xnown through hié essays, criticisms snd miscel-
langeous writings, e was the sone of a wealthy man, and could
follow to ths fqll_pis 1iterary bent, Fe first anpsared in

print 1in the “Gentleman's Magazine®, Dec.1766, with a defense

' of Dr.Jchnson., A few yesrs later he published a volume of

verse with the titls *4 Defense of Poetry",17¢C, His best
known work 1s "Curiosities of Literature®, in six voludes,

at intervals from 1791 to 152%, There were numercus other
productions of the character of the *Cupiosities®, and an
historical work, ”Commentary on the Life and Reign of Charies I
about_lszg. “bis last was .a very scholarly work, dased on“orio
£inal documents and it earned for him the degree of E.C.L,,‘
ronoris causa, at Cxford 183z,

Sbile #r.D'Israsli possessed abundantly the postis teme

peruent, nls was Not a oreative talent. He was s gafhérer,

rather than a producer. He wmandered to and fro over the fields

of litersturs and culled many flowers which he woye into boguets
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and gave untc the world, Eis woritg display a wonderful range

of readiug‘and ccntaln a vast amount of interesting'matter,‘ino

terestingly put together. =#is stories and anscdotes about the

llves of authors have becose a fund that has been freely drawn

- upon, though on ocoasions he makes mistakes., The great success .
- of his iiterary cozpilaticns may de attributed in measure to
& peenliar pabtégégaste of the tire, which rsiained emcugh

of the passing period of classicism to dsiight 1n the small
talk of literary gossis.

. The 1noldent that oocasioned his withdrawal from the
aynagpgue is of intersst, mot only on his account, but hHe-
oause“br its influence dn the subsecuent career of hisg fa-
BSUSs &0, Hdr.D'Israsll belonged to the Bevis ¥Yarks Synago-

gue, the héuse of worship of the 3panish-Portugese Jews.

- The Spanish-Portﬁgese Jews Bay be calid to have baen on the
~ whole the highest class of the Jewish pecple. The have been

the most adventurous, the most enterprising, the wealthiest
and the most intellectual. They were, so to say, the aris-
tooragy of the Jewish race and until at least the middle of
tre nihé;éegth century exerfised a spiritusl hegemomy over
the Jewry of London, though their spirifual and economic

‘leadership has zince passed into the hands of the (erman

| Jews so-celled, Tey the Spenten-Fortugess Jews, were the
Greators of the golden age of Jewish literature during the
#oorish oceupation of Spain, and they wsre the cnes who felt

L ] ] B




the heavy hand of the infamous inguisition, Their religicus
loyalty was intense and profound, a loyalty wmhose sced has

besn enriched by the dlcod of many a zariyr., 3ut they arq,;j;

withal, stalwart sticklers for form. So when, having elsct-
ed ¥r,D'Israeii to the position of warden in the synagogue
and he having politely dsclined to serve, ithey took no noiice

of nis declination, decause their custom demanded that he who

was honored with office must serve, When L2 persisted in his

declination, Bzexmxx LRAXy REEXER ZsuxrdzR IRXX Na whE X
they fined him forty pounds, Xr,D'Israell dsmurred sgainst

paying the fire, dut they would hear no excuse, and he wrote

finally sawing;'zfam under the nainful necessity of wishiﬁg,x.

that oy name be erased from the list of your zezbers’, This
ocourred in 1815,
It cannot be said that Igzaas D'Israsli abandoned the

religion of his fathers. His views wers far in advance of

» his coreligionists of his day, dut not such as to lead him

to sbjurs his ancestral faith and to ssparate from them,
His withdrawal rrbm memdership in the synagogue was for no
-snbjective cause, but the result of external cceasion.
Twenty years after this incident, in 1837, he wrote hig ¥
fGenius of Judaisn®, in which he speaks entﬁusuastiesaly
of the Jewish religlon and people, of thelir glorious and
herole past, He dsplored only shat he Lecrmed ths gnirit _
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of exclusiveness. Ee had expressed these sane views in his

povel *Vaurien* and in an artlele on “oses Xendelsohn,writ-

ten for the 'éonthly Review® of July 17688, both of theeé o3> O

blications appearing more than a decade and a half before

the episode that led to his action, Ke attended the inaug-

uration of the Refor® Synagogue, at Surton frescent in 1843,

and his views were doudtless in accord with its platform, .
There is =m reason to suppose that had this synagogue exie-
ted sarliier in his 1ife he wculd have remained a worshinping
menber of i1t, Ee never expressed any wish to exchange Juda-
igm for Christianity, nor did he submit to baptism, Xis son
3enjemin, the fg;ufe Frexier, was baptized at ths instance
of Rogers, the post, whe represeated that the future career
of the boy, who was then adbout thirteen years cf age and

who appeared to be highly gifted, "zight be conpromised

by connsction with a race ladboring under soclal and civie

disabilities, and the sntrance to the road to success might

be irreveocadbly cloged to him,® This baptise took~place im
1817. |
Senjamin D'Israeli, 1504 - 1561, 1like his peovle in the
history of naticng, occuples a unique place in litsrature,
Théugh.the baptismal drors widened hie material ovportunities
they did not create his genius, They =made it possidle for
him to become the Prezier of England and to orown vietoria
Espress of India, but they aid not ineresse his abilitles

/68
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or enhatce his drilliant =sw¥al gifts, Lord Beaconsficld re-
zained intensely Jewish inm spirit, and loyal to the house of
Tavid all his 1ife., iHe was a firm deliever in the powsr of

race, and much of his writing 4= filied with a defense and

exaltaticn of the Jewish race, =which he nazed the ®aristocra-

gy of uature®,

at the age of twenty-two he publlehed bis first novel,
*vVivian Greoy*., e was then an acsictant in a solicitorts
cffice, but this take-off on lozden's highest sccliety was
sturtlingly realistic, The novel oreated a sensation and
gained instant netoriety. Its magniloquent style, its vera-
cious cescriptions and cericatues of persons high in soclal
&bd polidical life amézad”ths!ggggg ggggg, when they caze to
isarn that i1%s author was perely an office buy. I'Israeli
falling sick left England to travel in Egypt and Falestine,
This trip G14 €Mdh to influence bis whole futare, The visit
to the nativity of his pecpls mads an impression on him that

~is evident in all his subsequent careser, It apoeared in

*lostartni Fleming®, iu his "Letters to his Sister®, in

TConingsby?, in the *lLife of Lord (ecrge J20tlinck®, buti most

- of all in *Tancred®. Iancred goee to the East for inspirs-

¥ion, Ix orisnte lux, HG seeks to solve ;hé great mystery

of life and inspiration, and looks for it in the home of in-

 spiration, as though imspiration were local, ang sonfined

tc any quarter of the earth., George Eliot likewiss sendg




Daniel Deronda on a Honsymoon trip to the Zast to begin the

-undefined mission which he 1s to accomplish, At 3ethany

2aﬁcred meets Eva, the Jewess, and in the dlscussion bHetween

‘these twe D'lsrasli gives his ideas on the relations hetween

Judaism and Christianity. He regards Christianity as the

j Judalss of the multituhe, the flowering of the mother falth,

3ut 1ts substantial greainess, its Borals and ethical beauly

are all Jewlsh, for Judalsm was®the church in xhich Jjesus w#as
born and which he never quitted®, It 1s in this work thai he
puts 1n the zouth of Iva that ceisbrated epligram, “One half

the world worshirps & Jewess, and thé other half a Jew*, and-

tken aske,'ahié$ 1s ths greater the worshipped or the wore
shippers?? '

| In "Joningsby® the Jewish character Sidonia is a
gomewhat mystical figure, a philosopher, a financier, a
diplomat, a powesr in continental éabinets, a native of Ing-

land, and yet an alisn, for itz laws prevent him decoaing

‘a citizen. It was with this character, Sidonis, that

D'Igrasli fought Tfor his people in their political struggie,
In Parliamegt hic vote and his snergy were counstantly ems-
ployad‘in their dehalf, =nd he had their interests in mind
vhen in the mazlng of the Treaty of Zerlin he insisted that
Reoumania, to have her independence guaranteed, should guar-

~ azntse the civil rights of the Jews, It is s promise that,

to the shaxs cf the signatory powers to the Ireaty, has deen




wantonly viclated. Sidonia was svidently a favorite oharacter
with his creator, for in his nmouth D*'Isracli places many cof
ble finest defsnces ¢f the Jewlsh race, *7he Jews for exam-
ple®, he sayé?'indepeudently of the capital qualities for
citizenship which they possess iv thelr industry, temperance,
and energy ard vieaeity of mind, arc a race essentially mon-
archieal; deenly reiiglous, and shrinking {ihemselves fircm
converts as fron a calaslty, ars ever anxisus to sed the re-
igious systems of the countries in which they ilve ficurish,
- Do you think thrat the guiet humdérum persecution ¢f a decorous
repreéentamive of ar Znglish uciversity can crush those who
haﬂé%?uccssefu;;yAgaffled‘the Tharschs, Nebuchadnszzar, Reme,
and ﬁie feudal sgest The'ﬁaqt is, you canrnot desirey & purs
race of the CaucasBan organisation, It is a physiclogical |
fact; a simple law of nuture, whiech has halffled Egyptian am#i
asgyrian <ings, Foman Iaperers, and Christian Inguisitors. .
Nc psnal laws, no physical tortures, can effeet that a suver-

ior race shouid be abeorded in an iafericr, or be desiroyed

by it. 7he wmixed persesuting raceg digappear; the jure perse- .

cute@ race rezalns, And at this moment, in spite of centuriss

of tens of centuries, of degradatidn,-the Jswish mind sxerois-

es a vuest infiuence on the affairs of Furope, I sheal not of
their laws, which you still ovey; of their literature, with
which your minds are saturatsd; dut of the living Hevrew _
intellsect,®

o @..WM ﬁ”;gz/fé.é’ér-a_
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*David alroy® 1s another Jjewish novel 4in which D'Ismaeli rhapsol-
dizes ahout the greatness of the Jewlsh neople and the powsrful
incentive to sentiment which one finds in the East, The novel
is bassd on the tale of a pseudo-messiah of the Jewms, one |
David Alroy, or Alrui, who appeared in Turkey in the twelftn
gsntury as a Saviocur of the Jews,

‘D'Israelifs litsrary labors are closely identified with

his poiitical 1ife, He bsgan his political career w7ith 5 de-

fezt, but he estadblished a name for pluck and perseverance.

In his quarrel with O'Connell, the latter had s5aid that "the
impenitent 4hlief orn the cross must have zax=f been naned D'Israelif

2ut this 61d hiF s6 1i1tile hsarm that the next year he was reiurne

~.3ed to Paerliament, fls parlisnentary experience degan with & re-

‘buff, Eis maiden speech was %bﬁtdg down z¢ that 14 could not he

heard., Fhen he sat dom he criéd, 27 sit now, but time will cowe

when you %111 hear ne,* The iime did ecme, Intoresting tco is
the inoident when belng tauntsd with the fagct he was 2 Jew, he
flung back the taunt with the proud daclaration of his joy in
his ancestary. There is mno question but that these erisodes
had much to do with the character of D'ismeelils writing,

His Jowishveas was intensifisé by 4he oppostgicn that it in-
spired, Ee was the more lunsistent champion of his race beo-
cavce his oproments endeavored to &lseredit him om account of

‘his racs,
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fie was an ancmaly in Znglish political 1ifs, ss he was in

5”1ts literaturs, Le combined the imaginatlon ol the orient with

with the praotical sagacity of western oivilization, He was &

*statesnan-povelist®, who *introduced the novelistis icagination

i6to his statesmanship and the statesman's foresight inio his
novals.® His novels wesre written with the pwrnose of pronul-

gating his ideas, With his practical vision he jad that he

could reach a wider constituency in his writings and that ns

gouid perhavs better‘conVinéa them by pictnring the ideals in

sonerste forz., ﬁeréin‘is ihs pyschology that characterizes him
as it <ossz his peoyla, The Jews corbine the gpirit cof fdzalism
with intense pracéicgi enery. Eheyaneﬁphilosaphers in aqtion,

dreaxers awake, The Jewlsh strain is perceptadle in Itisraell

{in both his political and literary astivities. In politics it

gave him imagination, patience, 4in waiting, tenacity in purposs.
In iiterature 1%t gave him thig eame imeginative faculty, brile

{ iiance of intsllect, sustained power of effort, and anaiytical

| Keenness., ®hat 1€ the dDrilliance on oocasions had the effeet

of ire bizarre, or that pride of raee sometims ran to racial
chauvinism: These are not inherenmt faults, they.are the vices

of exacgerated virtues, The exuberance of oriental imagery as

‘manifest in dress, debate or diction of apeech or book, were
porhaps studied for effeot, D'Israsli has been chéractarized

as a brilllant pogeur. Perhaps the exuberance seemed tne groate

er by contrast with the sedats and scber excellensce of his
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yoéntsmpgraries, the vivid sunshine of Judes aight contrast with

the gray fog of London.

The century of ¥r.D'Israeli's birth was cbesrved, inm 1904

by a reawakens¢ imterest ir the man and his ashisvsusbis, Hany

articleg andessays were gontridvuted to m&ggziﬁes ané pericdicsls

reviewing_h s ware ahd labors and his place in Znglish literature.

‘¥wo velumes Of some pretsutions apreared, "4in Uncecaventlonal

| the latter has alsc published an elaborute chiaraoter sketeh,

of hls writing dsals wlth things of temporary interesty, such as

pclitical views and conditicns, yet muck is destined to & perma-

i nent place in literatare.‘*Lothair” and *Clonlngady? may be cone

{~Sidered s representative of his dictlon, hls method, and his

ideas, e 15 a satirist and a sentizentalist, and one is not
glsaye sure when he is in curnest. e revslied in malerial

cpulences, yet he unflaggingly pursuss an ideal, It two things

| was he gounsistently steadfast, in his loyalty tc his people,

the ?aristocracy of naturs®, atd in profound respect for

another aristocracy, that of taient,

Jewlsh Lifs. vogue a class of stories dealing with sosues of
Jewish 1ife, 7The certuxy-long gegregation of

the Jews froz the communal 1ife of the pecples, asong whom they

PP ;'

Biography® by Tiifrsd Yegnell, and "Usaconsficld® by dalter Sichel.

| "D Ieraeli®. Two new editions of his works anpeared, Though much

f Novels of « . Within the past two decadse there has come into ‘

Ry
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dwell, has developed naturally social customs and condiiions

peculiar to themselves, Even though the darriers of the phy-

‘sical ghettoes have been demolished, there is a certain social

‘aloofness, partly objective partly subjsctive, in which the Jews

7past twenty-Cive years in Russia and socutheastern turope drove

many Jewxs to take rsfuge in the mors enlightened countriss of

‘the west, especially in England and America, whose policy has

been the most liberal and just, They have csngregated in the

BN ES

§ 1ive. The Inheriisd {raditions and customs of centuries are nct

i uprooted in a geosration., The renewed persecutlons during the }:1f

large cities, e=nacia11y of the seaboard, like uondon Liver- .

rocl, New York, Fhiladelphia, 3altimore and Cthago. Raturally
flock in& together they have established Jewlsh cobters in these,

¢ities., The conditions created by these centers are fort~Le B

{ fields for literary harvesis which have been gathored\by.many
{ writers both Jewlsh and Christian, and both in England and

| america. There is a powerful and tragic struggle constantly

going on in the newly formed Ghettoes of these English and

American citiss. It is the conflict between isolation and assi-
‘milation. The tragedy of it lies in the intellectual and spire
§"itua1 gulf that inevitably ensues between parents and dhiidren.'
'.Though scue Christian writers can enter into an understanding

of this tragedy and write of it with feeling and sympathy,ius ‘

best interpreters are naturally Jews themselves, Of tnese

English Jewish writers, in the realm of fietion,-tha;foremost '
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{are Israel Zangwill and Samuel Gordon, the Tormer being by far the

| more widely known,

Zangwill Israel Zangwill was born in London in 1864, and, ex-

cepting a few years residencs at Bristol, hls 1ife

i has been spent in the metropolis, -He was educated at the Jews

Free School and at the University of London., For a while he was _'

& teacher at the Free School, but resigned his position to de-
vote himself to literature, &e showed his literary proclivity
at an early age. While at school he edited and helped to write
an annual called *Pmrim*, His Pirst novel was "The Premier ana
the Paintep?, 188, ~It was written in conjunction with Lewis
Coﬁen and published under the pseudonym of '%@. Preszan 3Bell".
Thére are in 1t traces of the influence of D'Israeli and Dickens,
but also the distinctive tone of Zangwill's peculiar style,

The plot is unconventional, and the treatzent bold and free,

The keen sense of~%umour, the apt turning of a phrase, the

brilliant epigram and the nower of analycis, which have dis-

tinguished his writing, ell make their appearance, Ke becane

‘onme of a coterie of young literary aspirants, such as Jerome

i K.Jerome and Robert Barr and others., The predominance of the =

humorous element was made evident in his following works. ®
‘®3achelors' Ciub” and "The Ol Maids*® Club®, both being =
collection of sketches of fantastie and prankish humor,

The reputation gained from these works brought him a
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commissicn from the Jewish Publication Scciety of america to

| write a novel about Jewish life, The result was the *Children
| of the Chetto”, being Pen Fictures of a Psculiar Beople?l The

! worx was published simultaneously in London and Fhiladelphila,

1892, It gave him international renbwn, and has been {ranslated

! into a number of languages., Io this Zangwill found nimseif,
| He bad come into his own, His perfect understanding of the

i conditions which he pictured, his compliete comprehensicn of

their psychological bacikground, his faculty of analysis, his
power of pathos and humor, combined with Bis drilliant siyle,
produced & rémarxable,work that commanded the atiention of

the literary world and declared the new star that illumined -

— - .

| its horizon. 71he First volume pictures the Ghetto of London |
;.with its perplexities and preobliems of adjustuent, In the
| second volumslcalied "¥he Lrandchildren cf the Chetto", is des-'

erived the change wrought by a gensration, the svolution Irom

Petticcat Lane to a higher sdcial plane, Like all progress
this 00 had its penalties, Zangwill's sthdy is‘picturesque
and trus, and caused s commotion amcng some of the more ortho-
dox members of ihe community, ¥ho were nct pleassd ito see their

Toibles and peculiarities thus laid bare to the gaze of the

t Gentile world. 3ut the hand that exposed them was withal & -
{ Kindly one and just, If it sxhibited some superficial weak-

nesses, it also rsvealed {o a world that had not credited thea,

and inherent moral strength ané & beautiful spirituality,which
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underlie the crust of the sordid exterior compelled by the pres-
sure of age-long pérsecution;

Following this line Zangwill wrote a numdber of volumes
dealing with Jewish 1life and charactefs. ®*The King of Schnof—
rers*,35%4, *The Dreazers of the Ghetto", 1898, ®*They that Walk

in Darkness®, 1895, are sketches that give an accurate insight

t- into conditions peculiar to the Jewlish peopnle, The ®Dreamers

of the Ghetto" are a number of historic{ Jewish personages,

who have achieved fame in the world, such as Lasalle, Beacons-

- field, ﬁeine’etc.

Io these Zangwill's power is well displayed, as also
in "They that Walk in Darkness®. The minor key to which the
nots of ccntineng;lysewish 1ife is too often attuned, is s
struck, bul without monotony or lack of skill, The pathos
is natural and unstrained, Hls latest publicatlon in this
direction is "Ghetto Comedies?,1906. In it he returns again
to the Jdews of the still sudmerged class., The stories zre
not all ccomedies, as in the prelatory note ¥r, Zangwill states
that he disrsgards the conventianal distinetion between
comedy and tragedy. The flowering of his ari is visiblis,

Ciher sketches have been publishéd unger the tifles -

‘"%ithout Prejudics®, 18296, and "The Gray Wight, 1507, -

His two novels cf general interest, "The Kaster® and

" ®The Hantle of Elijah", have been widely read and were yery

successful from the voint of view of vopuiarity, But not so




with regard to art. Zangwill is at his pest in the short story,
vThis is his metier. His gerius in this direction rivals that
- of Poe and De Haupassant, and is unrivaliéd in Ingland, In
the longer novel his power flags, the excellence is not sug-
 tained. A master of epigeam he often sacrifices much for the
sake of an epigram. Ke excels as a painter of miniatures,

‘He fails with the larger canvas. Jhis is true likewise of his
dramatic efforts. 3Ihese are sketches, not susiained dramas,
%5ix Persoms®, "Three Fenny 3its?, ®ihe Revolting Daughter®,
"The ¥cuzent of Leath", are 211 of them clever pleces, the last
naned especlally is 3 strikingly original study, but they are
curtaipsraiserss Fhe *Children of the Chetto® was dramatised.
In the Urited States it ren for some months with a falir de=-
gree of sdccess. The theme of the play did not howsver ale
peal to the average non-Jewish auditor, and the soxewhat
».abStruse Taluudical law regarding the validity of betrothals,
upon which the clizmax of the play depended, was not wholly
| understood. 1t was put on in london but soon withdrawn,

,his most successful venture in this directior was the drama-
}‘tization of a L(hristcas tale,"ierelﬁ Hary Ann®., It is a |

sweei clean story of s London "slavey", who falls in love with

i }@ man far above ner station in 1ife and #ho, vith many pathe-

- tie littie subteriuges, attempts to lesser the wide gulf bhew-
,“;tween them, He has also beenff the author of many poezs

. and verses, some of thex being exquisite renderings of the

...“,.i!’
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synagogal liturgy and the mfdieval Jewish Poets, Hany of these
poems have been published in a volume,'Blind Children®, 1903,

From the standpoint of pure literature ¥r.Zangwill is

- doubtless the foremost Jewish literary figure of this genera-

tion, which is saying much, for there are many splendid schel-
ars and wrilers, who grace this generation of English Jews.
e has identified himself with the large communal activi
ties of the Jewlsh people. At one time a strong Zionist he
has brcken awzy from the older society because of the refusal
of tue Zicnmistic Congress to consider favoredbly the offers
of the 3ritish Covernuent of a tract of land inm South Africa’
for cclonisation purposes, with an entonomous gevernment
under British sovereignity. He fcrmed the"jewish Territor;

-ial Organization® and has swent wuch time and effort advo-

cating its cause, Kis heart is in full sympathy with his peo=

ple, and theugh he does not hesitate to condemn what he dis-
approves, he rnever writes to wound, He is a drilliiant, versé-
tile and picturesque writer, a novellst, poet, essayisi, édra-
matist, and critic, and his place in English literaturs is

assured for all time.

Samusl Gordon, As a successful no?elist, both in general
themes and on those of speéific Jewish ine

terest, Samuel Gerden is pressing_Zangyill as & good-sedond.

1
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Born in Prussia, 1871, he came s London 2t the age of thirteen.

4 scholar of considerable classical attainment, even at that
young age, Gordon soon won recognition in the Tity of Londeu

School and Cambridge University, Like Zangwill he Znows

whereof he writes, His pictures are the resuli of practical

experience and Znowledge and not af academic study, His chief

novels of Jewish 1ife are T4 Handful of Exotics*, 1297, "Daugh-

ters of Shem", 1898, "Lesser Destines®, 18569, "Scncs of the Cove-

nant? 1566, *Sirangers at the Gete", 1902, and "Unto Each Yan

.o o

is Own",1904. "Sons of the Covemant® i1s & sustained novel,

- contairning the story of two young boys, who are -said to have

e

been Gorden himsell and his brother, who are very much in

earcest sbout the welfare of their people, and who devise a

dscentralizing scheme for the amelioration of 4he conditions

ofvihe Jews of London's East Znd, His other stories of Jew-
ish 1ife are short tales, which are marked by a vivid realism,
Gordon travelled extensively on the continent and gained at
firét hand a thorough knowledge of the unhappy conditions

undexr which the Jews in the Pale of Settlement ars conderned

‘to iive., Thesé are plctursd in "Ihe Ferry of Fate", 1908, &
‘movel of intense interest, which gained for him the sobriquet

. t
of thelJewish “axim Gorki, TUnto Bach ¥an Eis Own" deals

with the insistent inter-marriage problem, and in it.Cordon

Tound occasion to speak rather boldly, "In Years of Transi-

tion", 1857, is a novel dealing with 1ife in the Latin quarter
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_of Paris, *The Queens Quandary®, 190%, is a work of romantic
‘eharacter. Several of hils short stories have been dramatized
- and produced with success, #His Tirst dramgtic venture was
‘;somewhat unfortunate, It was a playvbased on the Captiin
g'f‘Dreyfus episcde in France, 1Its production was prohibited.by
f_fthe iord {hamberiin'e sensor, Gordon is a facinating writer,
/f §is style is lucid, easy and attractive, He has the faculty
§;*~of viewing his prcblems from a detached viewapoint, and this
‘vfhés served him well, sspecially in his stories of Jewish life,
V;f{,z Other novelists of the periodfgay b6 mentioneé?%rs,
-aii‘red Sidgwick, Louls Zangwill, 3ella Sydnsy Hoolf, Lily
'ﬁﬁontague and Viclst Guttenberg. Hrs.Sidgwick also deals
f%ith storiss of/}ewish intersst, though she writes of a ﬁigher
, social and more prospsrcus class, oShe evidences that religlie-
éus loyalty is~noi necessarily ccncomitent with peverty only,
{if put that refined, wealthy and successful Jews are no less ine
| bued with the spirit of Gevotion to the faith of their fathers.
®Scenes of Jewish Life", ®Lesser!s Daughter®, "Isaac Eller's
}_;éoney' are among her Jewish works, She also wrote * The Beryl
j v‘gg;g;ixﬁ, *The Thousand Lmgenias®, "The Inper Shrine", "The

/ Grasshoppers®, "ailcman with a Future" and "irs.Finch-8rassey®.
* Louis Zangwill is an author vhose fame is handicapped by his

~ "big Brother's"zreater fame, He is a broiher of Israel Zangwill
-and he has written some volumes that Wave won recognition

y tfrom the discerning. 4mong them are "A Irama in Dutch®, 1898,
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¥4 Nineteenth Century Xiracle®, 1856, ®The ¥orld and a kan',
1596, *The Beautiful Xiis Brook] 1897, "Cleo the Magnificent?
1899, "One's Womankind®,b 1502, and "An Engagement of Conven-
ience®,1508, The last named treat a cocnventianal theme in
an unconventional wey. 4n artigt of genius marriss beneath
him at a critial moment to éave his career. Latsr the more
brilliiant affinity makes her appearance, Usually the infere
ior woman isApainted in crude colors in order to palliate the
herc's inelinaticn toward the affinity. Mr.zéngwill TeveErses
the usual proéedura 10 malke a finer anc mors gynpatheiic nre-
sefitation of the less briiliant wife,

Lily Kontégu-in *Haomi's Exodus®, 1901, tells the story
of aAclever young Jewess, wno séeks a more congenial sphere

outside of her cwn reople and finds much trouble and trial,

She also wroie "3roken Stalis, 1902, and "Thoughts on Ju-

daism®, 1534, 3ella Sydney Foolf as a writer for yeoung
pecople, of young IXR® psople, has achieved success, through
& sinple and charming siyls., Auong her preductions are

#Jerry's Joe", 1897, "¥y Hightingkie?, 1897, "All in a Cas-

tle Fair", 1569, "Dear 3wset anne", 1906, "Barry aed Herodo-

tus?, 1907, and "Little Niss Prus", 1507. Violet Cuttenberg

was stirred by the controversy ithat ragsd in ccansction with
- the passage of the Alien Immigration Act, She wrote"Heiither
Jew nor Gréek",1902, as a sort of waraing, though she herself

- says it is a novel of the impossible, 3She deseribes the ex-
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- . pulsiom of the Jews from England under the opovression of a hoé%
tile Home Secretary, and their return, because England could
wot propper without them, She has also writtem * Modern Exo-.

- dus", 1904, and *The Power of the Pgalmist®, 1908,

Miscellanea. In addition to the novel, dramea, pwetry and poli-
tics, the Jews of the past two generations make
a wonderful showing. They have engaged in all directions cf
literary eifort, and iﬁ‘many of them achieved conspicuous
success, 4s Spakespeare is the first of English writers, so
there are two Jewish names that apvear among the leaders as

Shakespearsan auihcrities‘ Kr,3idnsy Les and Prof.israel

Gollancz. :#r.Sidney Lee, born in London 1852, is a graduate

of 3alliocl College, Uxford. Scarcely had he ieft his alma
mater before he became identified with onme of the most stu-
pendous works of English 11terature,-the“Dictionary of Na-

tional Biography, For the first twenty-onme volumes he wag' -

-

the associate editor with Leslie Stephen, from 1281 - 90,

For the next five he was joint editor, and for the rest of tﬁg
li , . 4\4

volunes,XXViI to LXIII, together with suvplement and index,

forty-one volumes in all, he was sole editor, The under-

taking was conpleted in 1903, and ¥r.Lee's work was recog-

"nized py Victoria Tollege with thc honurmry degree of Toctor: |

- of Letters. During this time he also edited Lord]Bernér?s

translation of *Huon of Bordeaux" 1685 - 8%, and Lordfaétberf f'

BN
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6f Cherburg's "autoblography®,1586, It is as a Shakesrearean
ediior and scholar that Xr,Lsé is best known. 1In this con- -
nectiou he has pdblished "lLife of William Shakespeare®, 1898,'
®4 Catalogue of Chakespeariana®,l1899, 5Shabespears’s'3and— |

writing®, 1895, "Shakespeare's Life and Works®,1900, ®*Shakes-

‘peare and the ‘odern Stage®., In additlon he has written sev-

eral volumes on 3tratford on Avon, on its history and thre

‘alleged vandalisus supposed to have taken vlace there, EHe has

edited a Pacsimile of the first folio edition of Shakesreare's
worx and written sany shorter asticles, for magazines, on va-
rious characters ol Shakespesre's plays. An Original study
was given in the "Gentleman'’s Xagazire® Tor rFebrusry 16880,

in which #r,lee gives the history of Roderigo Lersz and claims
©

hix 2s the original of Shylock in ¥The Yerchant of Venice',

an essay, of interest to the work in hand, bs one on'Eliza-

bsthan Zogland and the JewsY, published in the "Proceedings

RO

of the Nsw Shaxespeare Sccieiy" for 1£88. Mr.Lee is é reCog=
nized authority on the life.and ladors of Englangd's greatest
poet, and by his painstaking ressarch ard exhaustless scholar-
ship ras thrown light on many doubiful passages in the works
and life of Shausspeare; probably more so in the latter than
in the former, for “r,lee is a historlian rather than a eritie,
i1s own style is clear ond plessing. There is nothing of the

duliness of of the pedantry of dry-as-dust scholarship in it.

See Supra Chapter 111

N4
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His 1#fs of Shakespeare reads like = novel. In addition to
;his Shaksspeare studies Mr.Lee has published *Great English-

g | ; ,
mén of ithe sixteenth century®, 1906, and Flizabethan Sonnets?, 1904,

rrofessor Israel Gollancz,b.1864, iPp/ Professor of Eng-\

‘_iiish Literature and Languege at Kings College, London Univeréiej'
]t?,}and lscturer in Znglish at Cambridge Univérsity. He is'an’gf

editor of rare discernment and kaowledge., XHe edited, IR21,

"The Pearl", = mriddle-English poen, tc wshich a nrefatory verse
had been added by Iénnyson. He has 2lso edited "Cyncwulf's
Christ®, 1892, "Exeter 3ook of anglc- Saxon Poetryh, 1°9F,

und the "Thmple Shaxesresre®, (O this last cver thres million

copies nave bseen sold. This sdition contains a wast amount of

 Zhakesperian information in the daint2est and most charaing of

forms, Frof. Gollancz has published "Parllament of Three Ages"
1E57, ané "Lamiet in Iceland?, 1898, He is now engaged in edit;
ing a series calléd *ihe ling's Classics®.

4 notable figure in Anglo-szich literary ecircles is

that ¢ Joseph Jacobs. 3orn at Sydney, New Sodth Wales, 1884,

‘he caws to London as a young man and received his collegiate

training at London Universi and at St.Jdohn's College, Came
& ge,

bridge., He is a scholar of wide versatdlity and great achievZ -

*

~aeat. nis knowledge is encyclopsdic. His werk has been an
inspiration to many others and the inmpulse to much literary

.&nd historie research, iiis labors as critic, essayist,

foiklorist, historian, statistician and sditor are uniformliy
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of the highest class., It was the articles from his pen in

. the "limesg* of January 1lith and 13th, 18281, on the Russiam

persecitions of 1821 that stirred England, and gave dirth to

the noteworthy sansion House mseting, Hr.Jacobs was made

secretary of the Committee that was organized and served
1682 - 1690, He made a study of the Jewish conditions, and

published a series of papers &n the %Jjcurnal of the Anthro-

- pological iInstitute®, whiehx were issued,1890,as a volume on

"Jewnish Statistics®. 1In 18£7 be published, in conjunction
with Lucien ﬁoif,"Bibliotheca Anglo-Judaica™, It is a come
plete bibliography of Anglo-Jewish history and has heen the
origbn of much éffﬁrt in that dirsction. His attention
beiug drawn to historical research, he published 189X, "Jsws
of Angevin Hngland”, and in ths same year "Sources of

Spacish-Jewish kistory?, the fruits of a journey to 3nain ¥

for the investigation of manuscripf sources in that country, .

#is love of research was not confined tc matters of Jewish
interest, ke is an authority on English folk-lore, was
editcr~of_vFolk—lore", énd honcrary secretary of the Intere.
national Foik-lore Council. e has published pumerous
works‘in this devartment, Among;themAare, notably as edi-
tién,iﬁés, of Caxton's "Esope", with a voluminous histicry

of:thé Aesoﬁ féble, and of "7ne Eistory of Reynard,the Fox",

‘also "Celtic Fairy lales",1891, "English Fairy Tales",1e20,

*Fairy Tales,3ritish Empire",1695, "Indian Fairy Tales,1£9Z,

e
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| and subsequant volumes on the sare subject, 4As literary essay-
ist and oritic he has issued s Wolums, "Literary Studies?,lsor,

 being mecrologiss on George Zliot, Newman, Mathew Arnold,

Stevenson, and others. Another volume of sssays appeared in
1298 under ths title ®Jewish Ifeals, arnd other Zsssys"., IThis
voluze has several esszays of Jowlisgh literary intarast,’cne
being on arowning's theclogy and ancther a study of the stor-
ies obout 1ittle St.Kugh of Lineoln, Ie has alse pudiished,
1£e2, a volume on "TennysoniIm Yemorimm”. |

s sditor Dr.Jacods' work has becn noc lesc seceesslul

and drilliant. ©s has issued editions of Fnglish classics,
powell's

- among them“fkamtllﬁr Letters®, Painter's *Palacs of Tleasura®,

and has #ritten introductions to Jans Anstan's "Emnma’, Yhack-
eray’s “zZsmondt, and other masterplieces, ¥z was connecied
with both the leading English Jewish Journals, ®The Jewlsh
Shronicie® and YThs Jewish World®., In 1999 he cane to New
York $o decore revising editor of the "Jewish meyelcpedia®

in which capacity he served until the ecopiction of the wcrk'
1504, =8 ls at present sditor of "The imerican Eebrzw and
Jewish Messenger?, of Xew York., ¥r.Jacebs hus Fritien ons

imaginative work, *is Others Saw Hin®, being a 1ifs of Jesus

D

 as seen through contemporary Jewish syes.

Israel Abrahass is another figure that locms large .

-in the literary life of Amnglo-Jewry., 3orn in London, 857,
 he was educatsé at the Jews College and the University of

~rmara
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‘London, Eis main work is sditorial and eritical, His most

numerous contridutions are to periodicalfg literature, to
nagazines, reviews, and encyclopedias.' He is however the au-
thor of a nuadber of velumes, Chief among them are,® Aspects

of Judaism", 1895, jointly with Claude Montefiors, *Jewish

Life in the X“iddle ages”, 1856, "Chapters on Jewish Litera-
ture® 1898, another "Short Eistory of Jewish Literature', éoe,
®*Festival Studies, 3306, and "Judaisw",1507, 1In all these he
combines a orofcund schoiarship with charming style., KEs has 2

keen literary ssnse and his critical revisws are iliumineting,

. *The Leearis
Ke has been, since 1852, joint sditor ofAJewish tantdet

Review! and has materially aidéd to bring this reprssentative

Jewish pericdical to its high standard.
& sCholarly writer and interpreter of Jewlsh thought
is Clauce Kontefiore,b,1EF8, a graduate of 3alliol Collegs,

Oxtford, Intenced for the ministry, his educaton was supple-

‘mented Dy theodogical training. But his ideas advancing

neyonih the ferual views of ithe synagogue he devoied himself
instezad to shholarly andllitsrary pursuits. ke was joint
editor of "aspects oi Judaism"  mentionticd above, a homiiQtical
work of value., ke was the Eibbert Lectursr for 1232, and his
lectures were published under the titls "The Origin of Reli=
gicn ag Illustrated by the Anciént hebrews", Is is a dintined

> . 2 . s - - - > ! -
coniribution to the litsrature and science of theclogy. He has

V'published other works of similar naturep and i1s = prominent
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worker in the comaunai affairs of Loudon Jewry.

iucien ¥olf,»,1857, is an author, eflitor, historian and
journalist of high standing, He “egan as & journalist with .
the ®Jewish World" at an early age, in 1274. He soon, 1877, |
became assigtant editor of the "Pudlic ieadsr® and, 150,
editorial writer for the ?Dailly CGravhic*, He is one of ihe

beet inforzed 6f Znglish writers on foreign politics, his

articles, under the name of "Diplozaticus®, being for veaps

a feature ol the “rorgnightly Review®, He has editzd 2 nurmher
of 3eaconsaileld's novels with sxplanatory introductions of

scholarly "n..ra,ch. ils historical resgsarches have hsen

ir the intcrests of anglo-Jewish history. <ihe eompilation

{with Joseph Jacshs) of the 3ibliotheca anglo—Judaica, is

an gcoch-iaking wWork, it has stimulated historieal and
1lterary activity tc a great degree, Ee has made a stuly of
the rosetiicnent cf the Jews uader‘ Cromwell, and hasg writtsn
a numser of volumes ang napers in this connecticon, "7The e~
settlezent of the ¢sws in Ingland’,iR8g, *ihe ¥iddle Agee of
Angio-Jowish Listory®,1867, *Cromwell's Intelligencewa% oo,
"ihe Queen's Jewxry" {in xoung Israei) and “Meonasseh bhen
Israeli’s ¥ission®, 1501,

aricn l.Spielwan,b.l1E86, is an art critic amd an*?*or

ol prominsnce, & has hsen the art critis and editoy of cev-
" eral papers, ané sectional editor for art of The Encyclopedia

Brittannica, He has published a number of volumes dzaling with
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arts and artists, among thegf'ﬁizlais and Elg wWorke®, 1393;:
® john Euskin® 1900, “WBritien Seuiptors and Scvlpture of the
Day®?,1501, *Charles ieene, Zicher®, 150%, etc.., Ilig best %now
work 1g the "hisztery of Punch®., He was anelose frienéd of
Fuskin, 4m the closing years of the latter's 1ife,

Following cloce upon 4hs hesls of thess revresentatives of
an clézy grcuv there 1s a coterie of youngsr authors who are
adding foue both to Inglarnd and Ingllish Jews, Talter L.Zman-

uel, 2.18€%, is a clever numorist, vhose

3

roducticons have ¥»
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128 hesn identifisd

»

with ingland's national funny paper,®Fuanch?, and some of his
WSTKS ﬁppsared ir iis pagen bsfore they w=re izsved in sehie
rate.vblumes.,vke has §ublished "¥g and Scue ctberé”, N1,
"4 Dog Lag®, 1,“24 "*eonle’, 02, *r.Puneh's Dhary of Leading
and ﬁislaading tvents?, 1905,‘Dogs of ¥ar®, 1202, together

with 0£her volumes, yr.Eménuels huﬁsr.has a vein of carneste
stzength beneath the 1ight laughter of the surface, and he

instructes as wmell s entertalins, Laurie Yeenus,bd.I872, is

41

sta *15éhi ¢ 2 nase for himeelfl as author and pudblicshen,
nréauate cf UYspdalen Colilege,ixford, ke hetoxe Berlin cor-
resrondent for thie fondon "Yorning postt. Returning to Ené-
1and_ 192 he has bwer active as aditor and nudblisher. e

as oub ished & TPrizer of TOrdswerth',IS07, *Prayers from
thc Pcets" 1998, ®*Flowers of the Cave” 1370 { these latiep tw

w;tn C.Hendlam) 'lntrudhctlon ol Poetyy",1902, *How to Treat

-
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zugiish Literature®,1506. Be has edited *Rational Fducation

Zssays®. along lines of specific Jewish interest he hae

written twe worke,®ispects of the Jewish Questicnt,150%,

and®Raligio Léici Juﬁaica?,lﬂﬁé. Thess two are well writien
volumes, dsaling with religiocus questions in & sane and come
prehensive nanner, svineing wide reading and careful thought.

-

iewie 5.3enjazin, b.1874, writing under the nep-name Lewis
¥ellville, has taken nigh rank sucng criticel hiatorians

and editors, Es has pudlishsd thres voluces on ihackersy,
"Ihaéﬁeray’Couniry',lseﬁ, ”Ih;ckaray‘ {with ,.X.Chesterton)
1507 and "ihe Life of W.7.Thackeray®,15%. In addition he is
the author of “Ié;tég Rerid cf‘Mimes",19021, "Vietorian Yovel-
ists?, "The last Gentleman of Zgwops” , 1906, and ¢Fawxer Ceorge®
1607, The last na~ed is in two volumes, a 1ife of George II

and is a delightful work, portraying in a scholarly yet fag-

' cimating manmer a comrrchensiveé analysis of this moparshls

1ifs 3nd reign. S,L.3ensusan,b.1072, is & versetile writer

of clsver tales cf snimals and of travel, &nd the author also

- of several Volumes ob art and srtists, Albert ¥.iyauson,b.1671,

is making ¢ plsce for himseif as a historian and lexicogrepher,

‘iwe young novelists, whe ure wizning their way,may be mention-

ed nore, Albert Linrors and Alphonse Courlaader.

Among the historians are Sir Francis Cohen Palgrave,

17¢2-1861, whose "Rise and Progress of the Inglish Commona

Tmezith? 3838, and "Eiztoxy of Hormandy and Engiland*{{our
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“author of %ihe Jews of $pain and Fortugel and the icquisition?

icto zeveral lamznages.

called "Jewns in Fany Lands®,150%, ¥r,idier was in search of

Lebrew ¥35, and the sccount of his experiences aaong ithe

“ive, dut the ease and Tluency of the gstyle maxe it very'pleas—

. 4}

- a{z?“‘

volumee) INFR-£S, are standard works; Jases Piceiotto,l&ﬁﬁ-&$§?,
who produced a very useful, if not complete, work in ?Skatcﬁ?e.
of the Anglo~Jewish flstory", 1”77, Rev.ff,Margoliouth, =ho gr&ﬁs
a very sble worZz on %The Jews in Sroat Sritalm®,1846; Charies.
£.Sqlazen, 1814-1901, a bold controversialist and successful
coszposer. Lis strong articles in reply to conversionisiic
literature addressed to the Jews attracted nuch attention,

#e wrote %Jews as They are?, 187% a ﬁistony ¢? Jewizh Smapciuj
pation i England, it is an shle production, Sir Fredsrick
wocatta, 1823..3304, was a2 beloved #agesnas {o morxe than one
suthor during the century, and his generous aid stimulated

the production of a nunber of works, IHe hingeil was the

]

1377, & work of cousiderabls merii, that has been tranglate

Sempel Sydney “ontagu,If48-1084, wrote graceful verse
and waé an adapter of Blays. He wrote a comedy *4 iet ?ipe?
and an interssting book of travels, under the title "Jewish
Life in the Zast¥, Elxan X.adler,b.1861, has slsc written,

among othéy works, an sxiremely interesting book of travel

various coumpnities to which he went i3 not only instruct-

ant reading.
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’riiiv ab;sham,zso*-dsse was 2 literary collector

~“muen aftér the Tashion of Isaae TIsraeli, He published *

*iatuso Ga&hsring;,?:ose and ?cetry',lsss, ahd ¥Curiogities of
Judaism® ,187¢, ihe latter ls 2 oollection of facts, opiuions,
anecodotes and guotations about Jews and Judaism that are
very inierssting reading, and ars e aine of useful infarmation." 
ke also wrote Tiutobiography of a Jewlsh Gentle=an® 1068,
Charles £algclm Salanan,d. 1NN, is ancthor eriter with a ver-
satile pen, s hac wvritten soms sxcellent verse,(a volume was
pudlished i£7%,%Ivants Loveguest and Other Foemg") a nuzder of
cousdies, 2 voiuze on ths "01d Tngravers of England in iheir
Lelation to Conigwporary Life and art®,has edited a,%,.Pinere's
Dlays, «cd uritten 2 slever woryt entitled ?¥oman,Through a
sanls Lye-{lase®,if02, OCswald Jjohn ﬁ‘mon,b.iﬁFK, is a ﬁritei
os serious topicg, whe can turn his pen to fictzon. Hig novel,
Tuhe World and the Cloisiex”,i290, has beser yell roceived,

4 peculiarly inierssting figure in Anglo-Jewlsh 1it-
erature iz that of Carl Jouvert, Eis original surnase was

Grote, and he is » colatteral descendant of the famncus hise

{

torian of Lrusce, Joubert was hia mnotherts zaldsy naane,
os was borm of pure 4ryan pavenitage on bBoth sldes, without &
drop of Jeswish 5lcod in his veins, Hs came to Hussia in a

busingss capacily, sud coming in conmtact with the JewiSh

population, his sympathise were deenly aroused, e lived for

a ®uile with a Jewish family, beoans intercsted in Jewish
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e did this disgllsed as a Sunnits dervish, Ihe trim tcok

learning and studied the uebraw language and Jewlegh dogirine

“gor soven years., Ro was received intc the Jewish coEmunity

at Tarsaw, and upon 2waking his residence in zngland he becane
a professing memder of the synagogune, For political reasonsg
his conversion $0 Judaism was not made puabliie, Joubert meie

a close study of Russian coRditions ana wrote Tour veluves onm
the topic,"The Truth about the Tsar?, 9The Fell of the Usardon®
*The Thite Hand® and ®aspscts ol ithe Jewish Questicn®., Els

theery is that Russia's internal {roubles will e overcomne by

- ths adoption and aceepiance of & constitutional government,

zaking =211 men equal undsr the law.

another interesiing fizure is that of arminius Vas ﬂbcrﬁ

~

He w2 bern in Hungery, 1538, e was the first furonean io

maXe a journsy om foot tnrough rereis and ncrihern isis.

neariy feur years. ke has publighed v many schol argy worke In
Toreign languages but we are concerned here only with thosze

connscted with Sagland, e was a pronouncsd defcnder of

 Ingland's volicy in the Zast, and as ditterly onrossd to

Ruseisn invasicn in that direction, In line with this he
wrote many articlee, and a‘vozume,"?he.cemiqg E%ruggle for
Indls¥, 19685, Ke wrote of hiz eurly siruggles aadftrevels in
two intensely interesting works,"arninius Vaaperg, #ig Life
and sdventures?, 1823, and ‘Struggies of ¥y Life",1804. 4

volume of his *Zemoirs® appeared in 1007, It ig a wonderful




i

- story, this tale of a ¢hild bHorn fo absolute Yeggary, rising

by sheer Torce of hig abilisice angd vi 1, to becoms & renoTne
=24 travelier, expicrer, dirlomat and instructor, ths friend

and heoncred guest cf liangs and Toperors.

“Specialists. denticn will hHe asde of just a few narc of

¥riters sho have publlizhed works along snec-

ial or technieal lines, not for the reason that these nroduct-
lons are a contribution to belles isttees but to indicate the
wide ield over which Jewish iptelleciuel and liiecrary acii-
vity has rangsd:5 Eévid sicardo, 1772 -legﬂ, %35 4 volumineus
aod esuthoritative writer on econonie and financial subjscis.
e has been regarded as the founder of the seience of noli-
ical economy. Ricardo married a non-Jewess, and"séparated 5
fron the synagogue when o ;,"ou:!% nan. Jossph Hayam Levy,b,1738,
w23 lixewise a profific wxixax: and authoritative writer on
gconcmic and sccial topies, Frof.dcseph Janes Sylvestisr,
1#1£-1357, was a mathematician of forsmost rank, who has
publlishad Bany papers on sgientifiec subjectis. ha wrote also
e theory of vesrsificaticn, published under nase "haws of
Verse',lﬂ?O. gylvesizr spent some tize ip imerica, and was
Prefessor of ¥athematics at the University of Virginis, w41,

and later al Jonhns Fopkins Hniversity, Baltimore, Joseph

Heuberg, 1806-1067 was a litterateur, and secretary to Thomas

- Carlyls, Hs accompanied farlyle in the irip over the battle-
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Tislds of Fsredsrick ithe Ursat, e translated *io Beroes and
Horo~-¥orship? intc Gernan, and #sas sngeged i6 the translation
of the History of Frederick,the Grsal, bgt died while at work
ot the Tifth volume. Joaeph.Zedner, born in Gérmany;leaé,
died 3871, was librarian of the Hebrew separtzent of the
Sritisn Juseum, He ?ublis%eé 3 eatalogus of He pocks in this
dep:rtcenﬁ3 ac€7. ﬁshry Hussel, 1913—1986, was a singer and
cempussr, He is ths author of over eight hundred songs, sevehg
nundred and siziy of which #sre nudlished and sung By the pudbli
Swne of the most vopulay wers ®Ivy Creen, ®*Chesr,3cys,Cheer®,
T4 Life on the Jcean Tave®, "I'r Afloat®, "Soms. Love to Foam*,
and 170 the ~6S%,40 %he Test,ic the iand of the Ireet,

Karcus ¥,£{alisth,05-179R, was 3 3iblicel scholar and conmen—

vho wmags the author of & nusber of

s L.Zamenhol, D Russiz, 1880, is the ori-

ginator und Icunder of the upliversal language, Zsperante, Le

=}

has quite s Tolivwing in Emgland, u“akesnware'ﬂ "Hamliet® and

Tihe ieupest® bave Deen transiated into zsyerasto, the for

or.#m,Van Praagh, b,104%, is the author
of a nusber of wedical moris. He i ihe pionker in the thecry
or iip~reading {or dea%fmutes, and has written mwany papers and
gome voluzes Ia the vronulgation of thle art, Ada S.2allinm,
G.1558, was alsc a prolific writse on med cal topies In'thé

profession of law Jews have becore nuwerour, and ab-.&-terany

‘phaSa of the profession has likewlise many representatives,

e

DR

——
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~ emong them,Judsh F.3enjamin's Bock "Ln. Sales” ‘s zerticned sinply

““&s & scholarly and able mriter on legel %odics, bHoih from e

“;mo'g the nrscent mri torg the nawe oé’B.S.Qkﬁanriqnes is given

“ten zone two dozen »Goks of this rmatyre, Lionel D,5arnctt,

Crarge of the oriental dspartasnt of the Sritich Yuzeum and X

| pecause of the intersst that attachss 45 the name of the aathory' = . -

NN

f“profa:sxaral and historical viewseint. ZSrsdsrick Csorgs -filalo,

- .~ o

L1075, is a Prolific writer on matters of spori, and has writ- |

"

b.1571, is an exinsnt orisntalist ané Greek soholar. e ic ia'

written a "History of CGrssk Draza?, 1900, and several voluses 7“%

ch classic and coriental 1ife. Other orientalists of note were
. Y '
izanuel Deutsch, I722-3677, whose mencirg,published 1774, under:

/./

titie "Literary Remaling® rsveal a heautiful sculj;lames Larmesteter

I043-04, was & Frenchzean,who had made a study of the Ingligh
charaster and ilanguage, he residsd ffeor 2 shilse in Ingland,

#ﬁ sche of his lighter, less technical works ar&,ig EZngiish.
Le pudlished an séition of Oyrontg "Childe Farold?, 1872, Qf.
TrlaghethY, 104, a bock on Shaxesneare 1689, wrcte in French, \\
Yicsays o0 Ihgiish Literature?, 10X, and a Cl ar“ing volums
"lngiish Studles®,nublished posthumeously,IFS6,. He aiso tude

ah Ingilsh translation of the Avesta, In the réligicus world

neV.rerrie Jdoseph,b, 1848, ie 2 leading 1litsrary figsure. e

nas published several homiledfeal volumes, a work on YThe RS
Prajer 300k®, 1907, and & ccunrehensive exposition of Jewlsh

doctrine in a work entitled 7Jugalem as Creed and LAfe®, 1507,
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Rev, ¥p.Joseph ecmbines in rers degraee the malities of scho-
larship snd style, &is zattor and his 2anner sre bHoth maaterly.

The Chisf Rabdi,br.Lerman idler, b,18%9, is the antho. of &

puzber of publicaticns, in which also scholarship and charz — -

of style are united, Ir.Xozes Gaster, b. 3686, of the ?6rtugese“ :
Synagcgue; and lecturer on Slavonie literatirs at the Universi-
ty of Cxford, fs ancther ministsr, whe finde literary rocrea-
tion in other than theoclogical fields, iHe has pudlishsd
*{rascc-Slavonie Literature*,irns, 2Jewish Folklors in the

¥idale Agss®, 1887, "ike Swurd of ~oses® (a work of magic)lfss,
*lhrenicles of Jerahmeel®, IS, and @ ®Bistory of aAneient Syna-
gopues of tpanigh and Fortugese Jeus®, 1301, besides belng a

frequent contribhutor to ths journals of varicus learnod

societies,

Eal -~

=1 index of intelliectual activity aad acume ié foundg
in the gawe of chess, 7his gume has iong Heen a f orite
ng o6ws, and they have been its leading expenents’
end champions, es;ecially guring the pasit three-quurters oF
& century, 4Yhey rave iikewise contriduted O tho lzter1 uré'
of the subjeot in waple messure. sernard lorwiiz, 1805-1858;
vubliished ¥ Chess Stuéies”, 0ny, "ihe Cress‘:xajer,{fhur Vol=
umes) 1EF1-ET, and *Jhess Studies and Ind Gamss cystawatically
arranged®, 1284, J.J,Lowsnihal eaitadl“TransacticnS“pf‘the
3ritish Uhees association®,1367-69, and "ike Chess Flayers'

¥agezine® , 18¢5.-67, HEvanuel Lusksy, b.1568, was sditor of

ij
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®ihe Chess Foritnightiy* and rublished "Jommon Senge in Cheza*
188¢, ke is alsc the author of ssveral standard works on ma—

thematlics, L.Hoffer edited, the *Chezs Fonthiy® from 1579 to 1

eo8
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