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SHAW'S PHILOSOPHY ANWD RELIGION

Bernard Shaw's philosophy of life and his religion are so
closely akin and interdependent, that it is advisable to treat

them together rather than under separate heads. Of course this

overlapping of the two is rather common, but in this man they
are peculiarly related, the explanation being, I believe, in
the fact that his religion is a this world religion.

Perhaps it might be well to start with a clear conception

of Shaw's ideal philosophic man, who 18 described in the fol-

lowing passage:

DON JUAN. I sing, not arms and the hero,

he who seeks in cone

but the philosophic
templation to discover the inner will of the

world, in invention to discover the means of

fulfilling that will, and in action to do

that will by the so-discovered means. of all
other sorts of men 1 declare myself tired.
("Man ond Superman,® p. 115)

ytion for such a

his works there are to be found refemences

To proceed now to the main point, I believe

hypothesis of 1ife is swmmed up in the following

Shavian working

" expressed through Don Juan:

speech from "Man and Superman’
DON JUAN. I tell you that as long as I can

conceive something better than myself I cannot

ess I am striving to bring it into

be easy unl

that the whole






the working within me
of Life's incessant aspiration to higher or=

intenser self-con-

[n
ixistence is L thing, but it is a coop=
eration with the forces of the universe. Looked from one angle,

{a a

philosophy is a protest against the narrow scheming

who desire above all else to rise in the world at the

or the of the ple. Shaw's own life is probably

public-spirited

> much the fulfille

ment of moral laws and social

the ke, as it is the
satisfaction of a passion in us of which we can give no account.

It is the pursuit of life for its own seke, every intensifica-

tion of activiiy being an increase in 1life, and life is realized

only as activity that satisfies the will.
Shaw is a firm believer in will, engineered by reason of
course, mainly because he sees in

the ocialism., He has
two things: the Superman and the

of evolution, and the present world at the other end. The hard task

pined for Shaw to warn men off the dangerous traps and pitfalls
that might lie in their path., It is something to know, as Shaw

@

claims, that the earth will one day be heaven; but it is incum-

see that the road to heaven is made a direct and
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undiverging one. Noti

DON JUAN,

bodily organ
could see where

to help or

threaten it, and thus avoid a thousand cdan=
gers that so it is evolving

e
LILC

e mind's eye that shall see, not

to which most

energetic

riving expression to

part of a great progressive movenme g 1
hat Chan the Life Torce.
b | T 4 e Yo vny £ s fa W ~ g -V wind L= =
Fow by this phrase Life rorce the what is cus=

the Will of God; the Life Force iz his modern
renresentation of God, not %o much as a Being, but ratlier as a

Tendency in the universe, &

find Shaw saying through one of his ci
DON JUAN. The philosopher is in the grip
of the Life Force. This Life Force says to him,

"I have done a thousand wonderful things uncoi=

sciously by merely willing to live and follow=







line of least

husbandman'
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do for me until thou diest, when I will

make another brain and snother philoso=

oher t0 cax

evolution is not a

rinian docets he has a
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the helpless prey of a seri

ch he calls the Life Force, towards higher

forms of life. He could not let Darwin's Natural Selecticon

the universe. I quote a passage in supe-

drive the soul out of

ateriglis-

He haes a contempt for the blind







port of this statement:

camned mat

TARLETON- A1l this

to anybody? Ive got a soul:

dont tell me I havnt, Cut me up and you

P £ 8 2 A 5 4 ML E o . n - 2 >
cant i1inc it. Cut up a steam engine and
you cant £ the steam. But, by George,

engine go. Say what you
will, Summerhays, the divine

57)

it be borne in mind; it is

Shaw looks

[
-
=
v

=

gson of God, and Cod is the 8Bon of
man. God is a Spirit to be worshipped in
spirit and in truth, and not an elderly
gentleman to be bribed anc begged from.
We are members of one another, so that you
cannot injure or help your neighbour withe

out injuring or helping yourself. God is

your Father; you are here to do God's work;

your Father are one." (Preface

to "Androcles end the Lion," p. XVIII)







n" there is also found again this theory

God and man. God, that is, the Life Force,
is a 8pirit which wishes to increase its Consciousness by the ine

crease of wisdom in mortals, and we can best support this pro-

cess by striving in the highest

evolve into supermen.

God is represented as

BLANCO, No. No more

broalf and narrow. No more good and bad,

Theres no good and bad;
theres a rotten game, and theres

gents,

a I played the rotten game;
but %
and nos

time.
Blanco
This passage
the great over:
of humenity. The man is practicslly acknowledging a personal

God.

thougn he cannot assent to the many dogmas that are attached to
Christianity.
"It is the adulteration of religion by
-]

the romance of miracles snd paradises and torture

chambers that makes it reel at the impact

of every advance of science, instead of
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they know that it cannot be true. Shaw would rather

nted because men

stick to it, although

ve the world

set up the ideal of immortality in the race or something more in

fail to see a constructive value in both Shaw's philosophy

his religion, = a distinet cdontribution to social, moral,
prevalent habit of forx

igious ends. There is a too

opinion of Shaw's real attitude toward and of his religious

in his writin

t the re¥lective person will not

ing a hasty

most startling statements are are dwelt upon to the exclusion of

insistent that we shall

I

18 4 menace.

constructive attitude toward 1life. By putting it into pr

responsible for the

is unquestionably a noble, unselfish,

awctice

& person ¥ salvation while at the same
aiding in world, thus performing bpoth an indi-

vidual and a collective service., This is a most inspiring and use-

religious views, the man is assailing the purely
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and the conduct which grows

beliefs that

It is not playi

facts as they re YV be=
cause they are not clothed ). He takes issue with

v, and not with the teach-
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men shall no lo delude them-
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CONCLUSION

Nothing can be more certsin to an atientive observer
than that the great majority of people, even those who
reagson about their opinions, have arrived at their conclu-
gions by & process guite distinet from ressoning; they
judge all questions by & mental standard derived from
their education and from the general views held by modsrn
society. Wow the great obstacle is that they are perfectly
unconscious of this ascendency of o0ld associations and
of their acouniescence to the opinions that they have bsen
taught.

This spate of affairs makes the reformers' road
e most difficult and ininviting one, and retards progress;
for people proportion their attention and sympathy to
the degree in which the reforms or arguments presented
to them support their foregone conclusions. There is such
a pang when cherished dreams are scattered, snd old
institutions are abandoned, that it is not surprising
that men should wish to close their eyes to the unwelcome
light. They hastily convince themselves that the arguments

in behalf of their hereditary opinions and institutions
are irresistibly conclusive and that the arguments

against them exceedingly absurd. The process of reasoning







is much more difficult than is commonly supposed, and so
in probing into existing problems and then in estimating
proposed reforms, we must resolve to spare no prejudice
and accord no favour, basing our conclusions on reason
and conscience, and rejecting every illegitimate influence.
Only after great mentel conflict can we obtain the ines-
timable boon of an assured and untrammelled mind, and
elthough few people succeed in the attempt, the result
justifies the effort.

To this intellectual freedom there must be added
a spirit of scepticism, a thing which has played an immense
pert in the world's progress; for scepticism in tura
breeds inguiry, and then the road is open to higher and
better thines. Scepticism leads to truth, and only lovers
of truth will take the trouble to test the reality
of what usually vasses by that name.Until doubt begins,
progress is impossible; men satisfied with existing con-
ditione and econvinced of the accuracy of thelr opinions,
will never take the pains to ezamine the basis on which
they are built, and they will look with wonder and even
horror on views contrary to those which they have inherited
from their fathers. Doubt must intervene before inves-
tigetion can begin.

Now Bernard Shaw, with his free unbiasssed mind and






logical reasoning, has most assuredly aroused & certain
degree of donbt on many gubjects, and no one has ever
guite the same sttitude toward a thing after having
ecaught a glimpse of the Shavian view. Anybody reading
Shaw's plays and prefaces is put on pins and needles,
with the resultant thinking and restless squirming and
cross~guestioning; the stimulating effset of this brilliant
and thoughtful suthor is really most remarkable. If he
has arrested our jaded attention, if he has irritated
us and made us pause to revolve various problems in our
minds, has he not unquestionsbly done a great service?
We may call him and his opinions disagreeable, yet he
has aroused us from our stupid torpor and made us
sceptical on meny matters; he has awakened us out of our
gelf-complacency like a cler of thunder, instead of
Jullidg us to sleep with sweet sentimentalities.

%4lliem Lyon Phelps made a most significant com-
parigon when he likened Shaw to a gadfly, which ingect
is ususlly "a torment, but if one were ginking into 2
gtupor in & snowdrift, then an active gadfly would be
g blessing.” There are so many dull and prejudiced people
in the world that a men like Shaw should by all means
be heartily wedecomed. If his purpose is to shock self-
contentment and self-gratulation into wakeful thought

and reform, there is abundant evidence that he has by






no means failed.
But apart from the fact that Shaw has provoked &
great deal of private meditation and public discussion
in meking people eware of certain problems which might
otherwise have long remained unnoticed, he has also
contributed a great deal toward the solution of those
341 ffienlties, However, I feel that I have established
tte truth of this statement so clearly in the body of
this peper as to make unnecessary here a long recapitu-
1ation, The spirit of fair play shounld prompt a recogni-
tion of what he has contributed to the world and to the
cause of humanity. He has skillfully drawn the outline
of a picture for the thinking and the observing to fill
in., As yet he suffers under the disadvantage of being
g 1ittle shead of his day, but it is quite reasonable
to believe that the future will owe Bernard Shaw a debt

of gratitude which the present has not dared acknowledge.
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