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Consent Form
“Forensic Judgments”

Purpose: In this study, you will answer questions about yourself and interpret forensic data.

Steps: If you agree to complete this HIT, you will be asked to read short paragraphs, a short set of instructions, answer one or more very
simple factual questions about what you’ve read, and make an investigative decision. Then you will answer some questions about
yourself.

Time required: This study takes about 6 minutes.

Anonymity: Your responses will be identified with a unique response code. Your name will not be associated with your responses.
Analysis of results will not include any information that makes it possible to identify you.

Risks and benefits: This study will not expose you to any known risks. The only known cost to you of participating in this study is the
inconvenience of giving your time. Other than compensation (see below), you may not receive any benefits from participation. You will be
compensated for your completion of study questions through the Mechanical Turk system.

Compensation: By completing this HIT, you will earn $.41.

Voluntary participation: Taking this study is completely voluntary, and you can withdraw at any time by simply closing out of the study. If
you withdraw in this manner, your data will be destroyed. You will not incur any penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise
entitled by refusing to participate or discontinuing your participation at any time. The investigator may withdraw a participant based on any
of the following reasons: (1) non-U.S. location according to IP address, (2) repeated study completions from the same IP address, (3) non-
compliance with quality control measures, or (4) failure to enter a valid response ID when prompted.
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Contact with questions: The researchers conducting this study are K.L. Sack and Dr. N.J.G. Winter. If you have any questions, you may
contact the principal investigator at kls9t@virginia.edu or Dr. Winter at nwinter@virginia.edu. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding your rights as a participant in this study, you may contact the U.Va. Institutional Review Board at irbsbshelp@virginia.edu or
(434) 924-5999.

I have read and understood the above consent form. If desired, I printed a copy for my own records. By clicking next, I indicate my decision
to participate in this study.

Page description:

Action: Percent Branch
exp3

Violent crime, including murder, robbery, and assault, can affect anyone. It is a particular problem for people with disabilities. Data from the
U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey (ACS) and the 2000 U.S. Standard Population show that people with disabilities are
almost two and a half times as likely to experience violent crime victimization. It's even worse for women. Disabled women have about a
5% annual chance of experiencing violent crime, as compared to about a 2% chance for women without disabilities. Collecting evidence
from disabled crime victims can be especially difficult, making evidence from suspects themselves even more important in cases like this. 

Please answer the following questions and then click next to continue.
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Violent crime can affect: *

Only a small minority of people



Page exit logic: dqq1exp3T
IF: Question (ID 116) contains any ("Only a small minority of people","Only people with disabilities") THEN: Disqualify and display:
Sorry, your answer does not pass a reading comprehension quality control test. You will not receive payment nor will we use your
responses in this study.

Only people with disabilities

Anyone, including me and my loved ones
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Thinking of the last time you were or were afraid you were going to be the victim or witness of a violent crime such as a
robbery or assault, please rate your FEAR: *

Not afraid at all

Somewhat afraid

Very afraid

Not applicable
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Now thinking of the last time you heard about a violent crime, please rate your ANGER: *

Not angry at all

Somewhat angry

Very angry
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In this research on forensic judgments, you will read a background investigation, score a polygraph chart, and complete a brief survey. In
order to make your job more like a real polygrapher's, you must first read the subject's background investigation. 

Once you submit your answers on one page, you cannot return to the previous page. Do not hit the back button on your browser. 

 12
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According to the background investigation, the subject has *

never had a driver's license

no outstanding tickets

one outstanding ticket

two outstanding tickets

three outstanding tickets



Page exit logic: dq
IF: (Question (ID 79) contains any ("never had a driver's license","one outstanding ticket","two outstanding tickets","three outstanding
tickets","had his driver's license revoked") OR Question (ID 83) contains any ("never had a driver's license","no outstanding
tickets","one outstanding ticket","two outstanding tickets","three outstanding tickets")) THEN: Disqualify and display:
Sorry, your answer does not pass a reading comprehension quality control test. You will not receive payment nor will we use your
responses in this study.
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Now, score the subject's polygraph chart using the following guidelines.

• Where the reaction appears greater following a relevant question (R) than following a control question (C), deception is indicated.

• Where the reaction appears greater following a control question (C) than following a relevant question (R), no deception is indicated.

had his driver's license revoked

 83

According to his background investigation, the subject has *

never had a driver's license

no outstanding tickets

one outstanding ticket

two outstanding tickets

three outstanding tickets

had his driver's license revoked
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• Look for the greater reaction for each parameter, where blue is respiration, green is galvanic skin response, and red is heart rate.

Speed in evidence collection and interpretation can be important in criminal investigations. So, to further simulate a real polygrapher's job
in a criminal case, please work as fast as you can, without compromising accuracy. The two workers who correctly interpret the chart the
fastest will each receive a bonus of $5.
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Score the chart as deception indicated or no deception indicated: *
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1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979
1978
1977
1976
1975
1974
1973
1972
1971
1970
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1968
1967
1966
1965
1964
1963
1962
1961
1960
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
1946
1945
1944
1943
1942
1941
1940
1939
1938
1937
1936
1935
1934
1933
1932
1931
1930

deception indicated

no deception indicated
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If you had to guess, what was the purpose of this study? *

 41

In what year were you born? *



1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
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1972
1971
1970
1969
1968
1967
1966
1965
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1960
1959
1958
1957
1956
1955
1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
1948
1947
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1941
1940
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1937
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1935
1934
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1991
1990
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1968
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1960
1959
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1954
1953
1952
1951
1950
1949
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1934
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1932
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1930

Male
Female

Page exit logic: dqhisp
IF: (Question (ID 43) contains any ("No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin") AND Question (ID 43) contains any ("Yes,
Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano","Yes, Puerto Rican","Yes, Cuban","Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin. For
example, Argentinean, Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Spaniard, and so on")) THEN: Disqualify and display:
Sorry, your responses failed a quality control check. You will not receive payment for this survey and your data will not be used.
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What is your gender? *

 43

Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? Check all that apply. *

No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

Yes, Mexican, Mexican American, Chicano

Yes, Puerto Rican

Yes, Cuban

Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin. For example, Argentinean, Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan, Salvadoran,
Spaniard, and so on
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What racial or ethnic group or groups best describes you? Check all that apply. *

white

black, African-American, or Negro

American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian Indian

Chinese

Japanese

Korean

Native Hawaiian

Guamanian or Chamorro

Filipino

Vietnamese

Samoan

Other Asian - for example, Hmong, Laotian, Thai, Pakistani, Cambodian, and so on

Other Pacific Islander - for example, Fijian, Tongan, and so on
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What is the highest degree that you have earned? *

Grade school

High school or GED

Some college but no degree
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The next questions are a little different. Read the directions carefully.

This survey is part of an investigation of general public opinion concerning a variety of social issues. You will probably find that you agree
with some of the statements, and disagree with others, to varying extents. Please indicate your reaction to each statement on the line
below each item according to the scale below:

Select -4 if you very strongly disagree with the statement.
Select -3 if you strongly disagree with the statement.
Select -2 if you moderately disagree with the statement. 
Select -1 if you slightly disagree with the statement. 
Select +1 if you slightly agree with the statement. 
Select +2 if you moderately agree with the statement. 
Select +3 if you strongly agree with the statement. 
Select +4 if you very strongly agree with the statement. 
If you feel exactly and precisely neutral about an item, select 0.

Important: You may find that you sometimes have different reactions to different parts of a statement. For example, you might
very strongly disagree (-4) with one idea in a statement, but slightly agree (+1) with another idea in the same item. When this
happens, please combine your reactions, and select how you feel on balance (a -3 in this case).

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

College or advanced degree

 46

 51

The established authorities generally turn out to be right about things, while the radicals and protestors are usually just "loud
mouths" showing off their ignorance. *



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4
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Women should have to promise to obey their husbands when they get married. *

 49

Our country desperately needs a mighty leader who will do what has to be done to destroy the radical new ways and
sinfulness that are ruining us. *

 48

Gays and lesbians are just as healthy and moral as anybody else. *

 69

It is always better to trust the judgment of the proper authorities in government and religion than to listen to the noisy rabble-
rousers in our society who are trying to create doubt in people's minds. *



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4
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Atheists and others who have rebelled against the established religions are no doubt every bit as good and virtuous as those
who attend church regularly. *

 66

The only way our country can get through the crisis ahead is to get back to our traditional values, put some tough leaders in
power, and silence the troublemakers spreading bad ideas. *

 65

There is absolutely nothing wrong with nudist camps. *

 64

Our country needs free thinkers who have the courage to defy traditional ways, even if this upsets many people. *
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-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

Our country will be destroyed someday if we do not smash the perversions eating away at our moral fiber and traditional
beliefs. *

 62

Everyone should have their own lifestyle, religious beliefs, and sexual preferences, even if it makes them different from
everyone else. *

 61

The "old-fashioned ways" and the "old-fashioned values" still show the best way to live. *

 60

You have to admire those who challenged the law and the majority's view by protesting for women's abortion rights, for animal
rights, or to abolish school prayer. *

 59

What our country really needs is a strong, determined leader who will crush evil, and take us back to our true path. *



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

 58

Some of the best people in our country are those who are challenging our government, criticizing religion, and ignoring the
"normal way things are supposed to be done." *

 57

God's laws about abortion, pornography and marriage must be strictly followed before it is too late, and those who break them
must be strongly punished. *

 56

There are many radical, immoral people in our country today, who are trying to ruin it for their own godless purposes, whom
the authorities should put out of action. *

 55

A "woman's place" should be wherever she wants to be. The days when women are submissive to their husbands and social
conventions belong strictly in the past. *



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4
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Our country will be great if we honor the ways of our forefathers, do what the authorities tell us to do, and get rid of the "rotten
apples" who are ruining everything. *

 54

There is no "ONE right way" to live life; everybody has to create their own way. *

 90

To ensure response quality, all respondents are directed to select minus three on this statement. *

 52

Homosexuals and feminists should be praised for being brave enough to defy "traditional" family values. *



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

Page exit logic: qualitycontrolreadd
IF: Question (ID 90) contains any ("-4","-2","-1","0","1","2","3","4") THEN: Disqualify and display:
Sorry, your responses failed a quality control check. You will not receive payment for this survey and your data will not be used.
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These are the last questions. Thank you for your participation.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

 10

This country would work a lot better if certain groups of troublemakers would just shut up and accept their group's traditional
place in society. *

 70
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"People like me don't have any say about what the government does." *

agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree
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"I don't think public officials care much what people like me think." *

agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree

 95

"I consider myself well-qualified to participate in politics." *

agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree

 96

"I feel that I have a pretty good understanding of the important political issues facing our country." *

agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree

 97

"I feel that I could do as good a job in public office as most other people." *



agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree
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"I think that I am as well-informed about politics and government as most people." *

agree

neither agree nor disagree

disagree
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Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, or an Independent? *

strong Democrat

not very strong Democrat

Independent – leaning Democrat

Independent – leaning Republican

not very strong Republican

strong Republican

 72

What is your approximate annual household income level? *
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Debriefing Statement
“Forensic Judgments”

This is the end of the study. Thank you for participating in this research.

The following is additional information about the study you just completed. The stimuli you viewed, including physiological data and
background investigation, were constructed for research purposes. The study implied credibility assessment tools detect deception. This
is not true. They detect physiological responses associated with a wide range of physical, mental, and emotional states. The true purpose
of the study was to see whether irrelevant information and/or contextual conditions change forensic judgments. This was not stated at the
beginning, because knowing what researchers are studying often changes people’s responses in research studies. Because you were
deceived, you have the option now of requesting that all your data in relation to this study be destroyed immediately. If you do so, there is
no penalty.

For further information about the phenomena under study, please see the National Research Council's review of the scientific evidence
on the polygraph, available for free online at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=10420.

If you agree to inclusion of your data, it may be presented at meetings or conferences, and become part of academic research submitted
for publication. Your personally identifying information has not been collected and will never be associated with your data.

$25,000 or below

$26,000-$50,000

$51,000-$75,000

$76,000-100,000

$100,000-$150,000

$151,000 or above

 122



By clicking next, you indicate permission for your data to be used in this study. By exiting the survey, you indicate you wish for your data to
be destroyed immediately.

Thank You!
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Thank you for taking our survey. Your response is very important to us.

Here is your unique response code: [survey("response id")]. Please enter it in the HIT to receive payment.

 1
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