GENERAL FITZHUGH LEE, 1835-1905:
A BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY

FPitzhugh Lee was born on November 19, 1835, in Fairfax
county, Virginia, He was the grandson of General "Light
Horse Harry" Lee and the nephew of General Robert EdWafd
Lee, His father, Sidney Smith Lee, served as a fleet captain
under Commodore Perry in the voyage to reopen Jampan (1852-
1854), His mother, Anna Maria Mason, was a granddaughter
of George Mason, the author of the Virginia Bill of Rights.

In 1852, "Fitz" Lee entered West Point where he excelled
in horsemanship but narrowly escaped dismissal for his pranks.
bR 1858 he ﬁas assigned to the Second Cavalry in Texas., As
a subaltern under Major Earl Van Dorn, he distinguished
himself by gallant conduct in actions against the Comanches.
He returned to West Point as a cavalry instructor in 1860,

Lee opposed secession but when Virginia withdrew from
the Union, he followed the examples of his father and uncle
by resigning his commission. Thereupon, he entered the

Confederate army and spent most of the war as a cavalryman




in his uncle's Army of Northern Virginia. As a trusted
lieutenant of General "Jeb" Sturat, he participated in many

of the notable cavalry operations. Perhaps his greatest
service was at Chancellorsviile, where he performed invaluable
reconnalssance for General "Stonewall" Jackson. During the
war, he proved to be skillful in tactics and reconnaissance
and won a reputation as an active }eader who conducted hard-
hitt;ng campaigns. He was promoted o major general on
September 3, 1863, and ended his career by serving as senior
cavalry commander during the retreat from Richmond to Appomattox
in‘Aprilai1865,

Following ‘Appomattox, Lee engaged in farming in Stafford
county, Virginia, In the 1870's, his consplcuous efforts to
bring reconciliation between the sections were counterbalanced
by his ardent defense of the generalship of R. E. Lee against
all-critics, In 1877, his wartime comrades failed to secure
the gubernatorial nomination of the Virginia Conservative
party for him, but, in 1885, the revitalized Democratic party
selected Lee as its gubernatorial candidate.

As governor of Virginia (1886-1890), Lee devoted himself
to bringing stability to state finances. In general, he
allowed the Democratic-controlled legislature to make policy
decisions while he remained aloof from politics. His tenure
was characterized by an economic "boom," and Governor Lee was
an active participant in the New South movement. After 1890,
he headed a company which sought to establish a new industrial

clty in the Valley of Virginia but the enterprise collapsed




5
following the Panic of 1893, Concurrent with this economlc
setback, Lee unexpectedly failed to win the United States
senatorial nomination by the Democratic state leglislative
caucus in 1893, His victorious opponent, Thomas Staples
Martin, Jr., emerged as the undisputed leader of the
Democratic "organization" in Virginia for the next quarter-
century.

In April 1896, President Cleveland appointed Lee consul-
general in Havana, where he performed duties of a diplomatic
and military character in the midst of the buban insurrection
against Spain (1895-1898). Although he believed only American
intervention would restore peace, he tried to implement the
Cleveland poliéy'of non-intervantion. His zealous defense of
American interests aroused the ire of Spanish officials, but
Republican President McKinley retained him in the post. In
April 1898, following the declaration of the war against
Spain, Lee received a commission as major general of volunteers
in command of the Seventh Army Corps} His command did not
participate in the fighting, but he served two years with
the American occupation forces in Cuba where he worked to aid
national recovery. He urged the granting of Cuban independence;
however, he expected an eventual voluntary union of Cuba with
the United States.

In 1901, he retired from the army and, in 1902, accepted
the presidency of the Jamestown Exposition Company (chartered
to promote the Jamestown Tercentennial Celebration of 1907).

His death on April 28, 1905, cut short this last major venture.
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INTRODUCTION

During his lifetime, Fitzhugh Lee witnessed not only

the ordinary events of mankind but also more than a few o

the epoch-making ones. He could well have posed the quer
o

of Aeschines, an ancient Athenlan orator:

What is there in the list of strange and
unexpected events that has not occurred in our
time?. Ourp:lives -have,transcended ythedlimt s
of humanity; we are bern to Serve as a theme
of incredible tales to posterity.!

Lee had the good fortune and the bad luck to participate
in and, at other times, merely to observe oune of the most

fascinating periods of our history.
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CHAPTER I
WEST POINT AND THE WEST

William W. Minor, Jr., a farmer in Albemarle County,
Virginia, recorded the following entry in his dliary on

May i1, 1905:
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though born into a great Virginia
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The subject of thlis entry, a
family, experienced many vicissitudes of fortune before he
reached the stature attributed to him by Minor.

Fitzhugh Lee, the first of their six sons, was born

to Sidnev Smith 2nd Anna Maria (Mason) Lee on November 1¢
’

(¢V]

1835, at "Clermont,"” the Mason family estate in Fairfax

County, Virginia, The blood of two famous families flowed




in the new baby's veins. Smith was the second son of
General Henry ("Light-Horse Harry") Lee by his marriage to
Anne Hill Carter. Like his younger brother Robert Edward
Lee, he followed his father's example and chose a military
career, entering the United States Navy as a midshipman on
December 30, 1820. In 1834, he married Anna Maria Mason,

a daughter of General John Mason and a granddaughter of

George Mason, the author of the Virginia Bill of Rights

5

and 2 contemporary of Smith's father in the Revolutlionary era,
The marriage prospered and the family increased in size

as Smithadvanced in 'hisnavals eareer .,V Hlig  service on

various vessels for long perlods at sea was interspersed

with Apnterlvdes of shore ‘duty ‘at iAnnapelis, Fnliadelphia,

and Washington.4 While his younger brother was winning fame

in the land battles of the Mexican War, Smith participated

in the naval operations along the Mexican coast. By 1852,

Commander Lee had sufficiently distinguished himself to be

jFitzhugh lee to William F. Carne, dJune 19, 1878,
Joseph M. Toner Collection, Library of Congress; unsigned
typesceript blographlical sketches of S, 5. Lee, Flftzhugh
Lee Opie Papers: Wniversity of Virginia Bibrary A8 {Me i0pie
possesses the largest c collection of Fitzhugh Lee papers and
has gracliously permitted the author to use coples of the
gelainzis )

4 e ‘ e e g ) -

Blographical sketeh of 8. 5. Lee, B, Bassgelt Freuch
Collection of Biographical Sketches, Virginla State Library;
U.S. Department of Navy, Register of the Commissioned and
Warrasmt. Offlcers - of the Navy of © Inited States for 1855
TWashington, 1855), 24=25.




chosen by Commodore Matthew Perry to command his flagship
on the voyage that opened Japan to the westlern world.5

His father was in the midst of this promising naval
career while Fitzhugh and his brothers were children. Since
the family was frequently unable to acccmpany the father on
his tours of duty, much of the Lee boys' childhood was
spent at their Mason grandfather's home and in the general
vicinity of Alexandria. While the accomplishments and
activities of the two most important males in his life--his
father and his Uncle Robert of nearby Arlington--made a
vivid impression on the youthful Fitzhugh, there were long
periods when his adult world was peopled primarily with
females., His mother and Mrs, Anna Maria Pitzhugh, his widowed
godmother who lived at "Ravensworth" plantation near Alexandria,
were the adults with whom he was most intimate.6 The ladies
could not curtail his addiction to mischief-making, but
they were successful in properly developing the boy's natural
tendencies of courtesy, gallantry, friendliness, and generosity
ofsapirlt,

Fitz--as he was called by his friends--was intelligent

but fonder of sports and boyish pranks than of his books. 1In

o7

)]

a neighborhood private school, he became the terror of h

3
austere tutor, the unfortunate Reverend Hugh Smith, for his




proclivity to disobey school rules.7 At the"age of Tourteen,
the high-spirited Fitz was sent to St. Timothy's Hall, an
Episcopal boarding school located at Catonsville, lMaryland.
The school was a pleasant institution and b& May, 1850,

Fitz was firmly established there. Writing to his godmother,
he declared, "I like this school very much indeed,” and

!

proudly noted that he had advanced to the "senior department

8

firstSclasset He was especially fond of the headmaster,

the Reverend L. Pan Bokkelen, whom he called "Mr. Pan."

Fitz liked his fellow students, and his gregarious nature

was delighted with the number of kindred spirits at the school.
His extracurricular activities were no more excessive than
those of the other boys and took a constructive turn. Young
Lee was also pleased with the school because he was only six
miles from Baltimore, the home of various Lee relatives and
family friends. His close proximity to Alexandris, which

e could

-

considered his hometown, precluded homesickness, and

easily read the Alexandria Gazette '"to hear how things are




verse. He was exhilarated when a poet, a comedian, or an

actor--rather than a scholar--gave the schools's regular

.10 His great love during his

(<)
®

Thursday night public lectur

stay at St. Timothy's was for those activities performed in
the out-of-doors rather than scholastic ones. He relished
parades, games, and sports, but his overwhelming preoccupation
was with horses. Fitz was fascinated with horses and loved

to ride them--this interest in all things equestrian would
g q

continue throughout his 1ife. His letters of this perilod

’._l

reveal that he particularly noticed the equestrian possessions
of any person he encountered. His love of horses and an
outdoor 1life, coupled with the family tradition, caused

Pitz to dream more and more of becoming a soldier. His
elation was boundless when President Millard Fillmore
appointed him a cadet to the United States Military Academy
\on June 30, 1852.11

When he arrived at West Point in July, Fitz had not

+

reached his seventeenth birthday. His four years at West

C

Point were momentous ones in his development to manhocd
because of his impressionable age, the high caliber ol
{nstructions he received, and the individuals with whom he
came into contact. At the Academy, he not only acquired

z
the benefits of professional training for his future career




but also assimilated permanent influences on his character

from the system of values prevailing there. Near the end

of his third year of attendance, fitz realized the steps he

nad made towards maturity as he noted: "I entered this

Academy a wild, careless, and inexperienced youth. I shall

leave it a wiser and I hope a better man."'?
During his first year at the Point Fitz was indeed "wild

and careless." His love of fun and mischief, though

contributing to his immense popularity with his fellow cadets,

often brought him into unpleasant contact with the

administrative authorities. Beginning with a mad dash across

the Academy grounds on a viclous runaway horse named "Quaker,"

his feats and pranks were soon legion.13 While his friendliness

and escapades made him known as "that gay, gallant, great-hearted,

generous Fitz Lee," his class standing (based on a combination

of behavior and scholarship) plummetted.14 Owing to his

demerits, he ranked much lower than did his two closest

friends, George Bayard and Lunsford L. Lomax; yet his

scholarship was sufficient to keep him from Joining his forty

1

classmates who were forced to leave.

12106 to Mrs. A. M. Pitzhugh, April 1, 1855, ibid.
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Cadet Lee's troubles increased when Colonel Robert E.
Lee became Superintendent of the Academy on September 1, B8 5

Colonel Lee frequently invited his nephew to dinner but was

determined to show no favoritism in enforcing the rigorous

4

e}

[PS]

rules. Twice FPitz was caught leading a group of cadets

Benny Havens, a popular nocturnal resort, for fun and frollec

(o)

after taps, and twice Superintendent Lee impartially

recommended his dismissal. Secretary of War Jefferson Davis
overruled the advice of Academy authorities and, despite
thelr protests, allowed him to remain.16 His popularity with
his fellow cadets contributed to his reprieves since they
pledged their good behavior as collateral for his retention.

While he was mors fortunate than his dismissed comrades, Cadet

071

&

Lee's social visits to his uncle's quarters became less
frequent as a2 result of his punishments and restrictions.

s Lee, wrote "I have not seen Fitz to speak

D

His cousin, Agn

(D

venings ago. He

n17

to him for almost six months until a few
is so full of mischief he is always getting into trouble.
Fitz's conduct began to improve after Robert E. Lee left
West Point in March, 1855. This improvement and a resulting
increase in his application to his studles were due to &

T2 41 1 A artas b 14
With the departure of his uncle whom he
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greatly missed, Lee experienced a twinge of guilt for his
past conduct and vowed to apply himself more seriously:
"Since I have been here I have not studied near as much as

eat many unnecessary demerits,

I ought to and have got a gr

but I begin to see 'the folly of my ways' and shall try to
et : ] )

amend."'® His interest in his classwork was enhanced pecause

of the added emphasis put on cavalry tactics by Acadenmy
instructors during his last two years. Since he was eager
for a choice cavalry assignment with Bayard and LomaX after
graduation, he became increasingly aware of the policy that
future assignments of cadets wWould be made from the basis
of the number of demerits they received while at the Academy.
He also applied himself pecially to his favorite subject
of cavalry tactics, managing to graduate with an over-all
rank of 45 out of 49 cadets but first in horsemanship.19
Immediately prior to their formal graduation on gy 2
1856, Fitz and his two boon companions, Bayard and LomaX,
journeyed to Washington and personally petitioned Secretary
of vWar Davisifor eavalry appointments.2o When they

granted brevet second lieutenant commissions in the cavalry,
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the three young officers enthuslastically celebrated their
new status at a series of parties in Washington and Alexandria.
Owing to his higher class standing, Bayard was promptly
assigned to duty with the First Cavalry Regiment, an active
unit in Kansas. Much to their chagrin but to the relief of
their mothers, Lee and Lomax learned that they would not be
going to the faraway frontier but to tame Pennsylvania. The
first tour of duty for these disappointed cavalrymen was to
be at Carlisle Barracks, the home of the Cavalry School for
Practice.21

Being stationed at Carlisle and supervising the training
of recruits was not an assignment relished by Lee, LomaX, and
several of their fellow graduates. Yet the habit of command,
precision in cavalry maneuvers, discipline, and familiarity
with garrison 1ife which Lee acquired there would stand him
in good stead in subsequent phases of his military careexry
There were also immediate advantages to being stationed at
Carlisle. He 1liked his principal duty of instructing
recruits in horsemanship. Further, as a handsome young
officer fresh from West Point, he participated actively

in the social life of the post and the town and was soon the

2P . )
favorite bachelor. His good nature and hls polite manners
il - - ‘ o T e . ;
Ibid., 94-96; Lindsay LomaX Wood, (ed.) Leaves frem an
014 Washinzton Diary, 1854-1863, Written by Hlizabeth Lindsay
Tomax (Mount Vernon, New York, i3 3Y, 54-5(; Adjutant General's
Offtlce Lol Lee, Augustl 22, 1856, Ople, Papers,
224 s ¢ Tous MA 1 i ot £ Oarlial
Thomas G. Tousey, Milltary History ol Larlisie and
Carlisle Barracks (Richmond, Virginia, 1939), 520~52i
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contributed to his popularity with the townspeople, who were
exceedingly kind to ‘nim.23 The amiable 1life during his

first months at Carlisle was interspersed with agreeable
visits fo Alexandria and. other cities, In february, 18575

he and Lomax visited in the latter's home in Washington where
they Joined enthusiastically in the social 1life of the
Capital and squired girls from one party to another, PFitz's
personality made him popular with the young and old alike,
and his host's mother recorded in her diary: "It is always a
pleasure to have dear Pitz with us, he is:.so llght hearlecd

. 24 A . -
and gay--he will never grow up." But this congenial life

became less meaninful to Fitz in subsequent months., His

Sy,

complacency was jarred when Lomax was transferred in April,

1857, tosthe Ka frontier where he Joined Bayard in fighting

U 2
U)

1d . Their experiences and adventures

U)

an
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Kiowa and Commanche

captured Fitz's imagination, but their hopes of getting him
p ’ ¥ (=) &

@®

assigned to their unit were frustrated. Promotions continued

to g0 to others and Lee was destined to be the last of the

: . ey : " 25
gavalry., brevit officers in his-elasss =n tDardnes i sl zetsed o
months at Carlisle, the young offlcer, eagerly awalting hls

- N~ 4 -2 | % M2 1 A . YO 1 3
o Captain R, Miller 6K F¥February 35, 19035, printed
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Near the end of 1857, the fortunes of Fitzhugh Lee
improved. He seized an opportunity to go to the frontier
and ‘to Join what many cavalrymen Considered Wotibean’ evien
better unit Ehan ' the  First Cavalry,  On Janﬁary 1, 1858, lLee
was given a permanent promotion to second lieutenant and
ordered to the Department of Texas to Jjoin the Second United
States Cavalry Regiment.26 His chance for glory had cgme
at last! Traveling half-way across the continent, the twenty-
two-year=-old Virginian reached western Texas and found a
world completely different from the one he had known all his
1ife,  The Texas frontler had 'beenilin a State fof fluy forea
decade. The primitive land was filled with violence as
Indian warfare neared its peak. "The Bloody Years" would be
the phrase later used to characterize the years 1858 and
1859. "

When Lieutenant Lee arrived at Fort Inge for his initial
orientation in February of 1858, he was promptly made aware
afinls elite unit's brief bub proud history and dte mission
in Texas. Conditions on the frontler had been a direct cause
of the formation«of the Second Cavalry on lMarchis Al855,
Since the close of the Mexican War, the Army had been attempting

to bring order to the western part of the state by maintaining

N~ 2 v 4
ot Emplre: Frontier
'\f Yy N

wilen 2 Kansas
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g series of defense posts against Indian ralders. The
original posts had been constructed in response to a
resolution by the Texas legislature in 1848 ésking Congress
for the establishment of "a chain of military posts, in
advance of the settlements, between Red River and the Rio
Grande, and that said posts shall be removed from time %o

n28 The resources of the

time as the settlements advance.
Army were inadequate to garrison these tempcrary posts 1in
Texas as well as those along the Northern frontier. At the
insistence of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis and after much
debate, Congress had authorized the addition of two regiments
of infantry and, for service especially along the western
frontier, two regiments of cavalry.29 One of the cavalry
regiments, the Second, was organized near St. Louls under

the command of Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston in the summer

of 1855. On October 27, the regiment had begun 1ts long trek

to Texas, and Colonel Johnston finally arrived at his head-

quarters in San Antonio on January 14, 1856.30 When Fitz

O
P_J
)_)0
[0
e
o
(o))
]
®
¢

was assigned to it, the regiment had already esta

28 °F AT 3 m1
Hans P. N. Gammel (ed.), The Laws of Texas (Austin,
Texas, 1898~1902), I1I, 200; Theophilus ¥. Hodenbaugh,,Xrom
Everclades to Csnon with the Second Dragoons (New York, 1875),
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posts as the frontier rapidly expanded westward, abandoned
2

the older ones, and distinguished itself in numercous campaligns
against the Indians. However, much hard fighting remained to

Texas settlements would be safe from
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(o)
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be completed befor
Indian depredations.

After his orientation at Fort Inge, Lee was transferred
to Port Mason. The latter post was commanded by Captain
Edmund Kirby Smith, who impressed the young lieutenant as

Bl

belng an excelient gl ficer. This seasoned veteran also
proved to be an able guide in helping the newcomer become
quickly accustomed to his new environment. During his first
few weeks at Fort Mason, FPitz learned the routine of Army

life which prevailed at most of the small, semi-isclated

posts 1n Texas. 1In May, his commander decided he wag ready
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patrol duty that thanks to a "splendid horse and a strong

1

constitution,” he was '"none the wo

"except my face [ié] a little more
beard more of a mahogany color.”33
His major problems were those

who must serve far away from their

rse" for his experience
tanned perhaps, and my
age-0ld ones of soldiers

homes-~-homesickness and

loneldines s s Raslin#anicclcounth ol sl trayveiis intllavasis oS

godmother, he revealed his nostalgia for Virginia: "Newspapers

T

are constantly praising the beautiful scenery, but have been

now nearly over the whole of this large state, on horseback

and I have never yet seen such scenery as 1 have
!'34

too, .

in 0ld Virginia--I am very lonely now indeed. Fortunately,

His love

8

Fitz found many ways to mitigate hls lonellness.

of the outdoors and the endless opportunities to ride, hunt,

and fish were crucial factors in keeping him from becoming

-~
v

depressed., His conviviality and wit also enabled Fitz to

make new friends and gleefully join them in horseracing and

other amusements. Further, his time-consuming and rigorous

duties kept his mind from becoming over

T

visions of far-off Virginia. He o be constantly
him to esecape the pall of
young lieutenant was gratif

moment's pot
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traveler who praised the cavalrymen in a book, caugnht his
fancy and became his motto:

Qurs not to make reply

Oours not to reason why -

Ours but to do and die.”” 2

In the fall of 1858, Fitz engaged in more dangerous
tasks. He took part in a duty called by cavalrymen e
rough service of the horse.” He led a small party of troops,
who were equipped with only the absolute necessities, on a
long-range scouting and tracking patrol. Having no. fixed
direction, the group wandered over the prairies for nearly
two months and sought Indian raiders to kill or capture.36
However, his group was unsuccesful in confronting an Indlan
war party. Thus, near the end of his first year:in: Texas,
Lee found himself reasonably acclimated to service on the
frontier but still denied his coveted chance at combat.
Since 1858 was a most opportune time for a soldier desiring
a battle, lack of combat was particularly galling to him.
More raids occurred in 1858 than ever before, but other
soldiers were winning the laurels of confronting the raiders.
Fitz was given an assignment he earnestly des red when

he was transferred in December to Camp Radziminski, Indian

i

39Le eptenberslog 1658 hid Sedinss
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The transfer was
adventure of
delighted to
one of the most
Recent

and he had pre

Second Lieutenant
serve under Va
successful Indian fighters

exploits of

against
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1

the command of Brevit Major Earl Van Dorn.
the. initial step.in the first great military

TR 4+
deha

zhugh Lee. He was naturally

considered to be
38

n Deorn, Who wWas

in the Army.
his new commander were well known to Fitz,

S8

iously regretted being unable to share in them.

the band of Comanches led by Buffalo

Hump, Van Dorn had begun a punitive campaign which culminated
in a cavalry victory at the Battle of Wichita Village on the

RSy @ OErolsEiE
not sufficlently

Accordingly,

when Army authorities made

59 Despite their losses, the Comanches were

humbled to discontinue their depredations.

the decision to continue

an aggressive policy against the Comanches, Van Dorn was granted
permission to launch a new campaign to end the menace once
40 1 e ul e A 3
and sBar iz kil During the winter of 1858-59, the additional
37Pr the Continent, 275, 483. Indian Territory
(now Oklsa military sector.of «<the Department of Texas,
Camp Radzi establishned by len Do R Ein s e pisen piem
1dbﬂ- see Radzyminski, "Charles Radziminski: Patriot,
Exile "Pion Chronicles of Oklahoma, XXXVIII (Winter,
1060 ) e b,
—’8 r 3 2 1 3 r 1
2° Rizpah, . "Cavalry Fights with the Comanches," The
Magazine of American History, XI (February, 1884), 170-173.
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troops allocated to him--including Lee and Captalin Kirby
Smith--began to assemble at Radziminski.

Although Lee was familiar with the cavalry mode of
campaigning, he was surprised at Van Dorn's extensive and
minute preparations for the operation. At Radziminski, the
junior officers were assigned the task of drilling the troops
in commands and movements until a high state of precision
was reached, In conjunction with his friend from West Point
days, Second Lieutenant Manning M. Kimmel, and other Jjunior
officers, Fitz devoted numerous hours each day to getting
the men in proper condition. Unlike hls instruction at
CariisilesBarrscks ) "the 'resultsor hls*efforistere " were
expected to be soon visible on the battlefield. Slnce Lee
was appointed adjutant for the proposed expeditlon, he was
also responsible for many administrative chores.41 As the
general administrative assistant to Van Dorn, he was involved
in ‘preparing, distribufing, and ‘supervising the execution of

antee the expedition's success.

=

orders designed to gusa

09

lajor Van Dorn seemed to adhere to the precept that any

Sy,

glory won under him would be accomplished with a corresponding

degree of hard work.

At the close of the especlally severe winter, the
7

reservation Indians requested by Van Dorn to accompany him

9)]
®

Van
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that "operations against the Comanches cannot be carried on
with any effect, without the help of the friendly Indlians as

n42 With the Indian allies in his camp and

guldes and spies.
the preparations of his men completed, Van Dorn waited for
the fulfillment of the third prerequisite of a successful
mission--favorable weather conditions. He finally selected
April 30, 1859, as the day of departure. By that date the
penetrating cold winds had subsided and the grass had reached
sufficient maturity to sustain the horses and mules., Early
in the morning, the six troops of cavalry moved out of the
winter quarters and rode northward for their long-anticipated
campaign.43 The period of waiting for Van Dorn and his
subordinates was over.

While serving under Van Dorn on the Washita Expedition,
Lee was able 4o observe the tactics of a resourceful and
skil11ful commander in confronting an enemy. Van Dorn
practiced caution and guile during the tirstdavsaot the
expedition's progress. The friendly Indians and a few
soldiers, used as scouts and guards, were placed as far as
ten miles away from the main body of troops. Deception was
also adopted to prevent any prowling sples of the host o1 le

Comanches from observing the cavalry too closely. At sunset

D)
4‘}wllliam B. Burnett!te hls fa
printed in Raymond Estep, "Lieutena
Notes on Removal of Indians from Te
The Chroni of Oklahoma, XXXVIII
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the main body would set up camp, apparently for the night,
but with darkness the command to saddle up and remount would
be given, After moving forward several miles, the force

s Béfora these

would finally make camp for the night.
tedious, cautious movements became too monotonous for Fitz
and the other young, inexperienced officers, the tempo of
the campaign quickened,

On the fourth day out from Radziminski, a detacbment on
the flank captured a Comanche boy, Wwho admitted that he was
a member of a horse-stealing party from Kansas on its way to
Texas. By threatening the youth's 1life, Van Dorn persuaded
him to lead the troops to his village.45 Although the
Comanche strongholds were outside the Jjurisdiction of the
Department of Texas, Van Dorn had permission to proceed as
far as necessary to destroy them. The exXpeditlon reached the
flooded Canadian River where the provision wagons were left
behind in order to quicken the pace of the campaign. The
troops crossed the treacherous river and resumed the march
northward., The Climarron was forded next as the expedlition

ian

B
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left Indian Perritory and moved into Kansas. . The Iz
guldes soon discovered a2 hunting party of five Comanches,

ave battle, and killed one., On May 12, the cavalry column
9 o b 0

1

encountered the remains of Comanche
44* e ) ThaAhil1 TN in
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camps in the valley of the Nescutunga Creek. Scouts discovered
a large, fresh trail which the cavalry began to follow the

next morning.46 The trail was followed cautiously with the
nope that the Comanches could be surprised in thelr camp as

Van Dorn had done in his previous encounter with Buffalo

Hump's band in 1858,

The crucial phase of the campalgn began in mid-day. The
men were resting under a few trees and the horses were
peacefully grazing when the guards discovered three Comanches
creeping up to stampede the horses. The guards gave chase
and, in the pursuit, spled a large herd of Indian ponies.
These horses were stampeded and word was sent to Van Dorn
that a group of Comanches, now without horses, had taken
refuge in the rugged terrain alorig a small creek, Van Dorn
gave the command "to norse” and the main column moved forward

at a gallop. Nearing the creek, Van Dorn divided his force

)

d

into three sguadrons of equal strength. A squadron was plac

ot each end of the small valley to block possible escape

routes. The third squadron, to which Fitz was assigned

was

-

)}

to attack the Indians., At this point, Lieutenant Lee asked

u

and received permission to lead a squad of men against the

exposed, flank of the Indian position.

His force "gallantly

WarrRloLrs
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and most of the women and children. His charge did not halt
7

g LY 4
until 2 breastwork of logs was resached. :

Lee's charge determined that the position taken by the

Hy

major group of warriors was "a remarkably Stroung one tor

H

defense, being in a deep ravine, densely covered with a
stunted growth of timber and brambles, through which a small
stream with abrupt banks, meandered from biut Tt oiabil ol Hite T

n48 With this knowledge, Van Dorn quickly

either side.
revised his strategy. Since 1t was impossible to cateh a
glimpse of a Comanche until one was within)a few yards, the
order was given to dismount and charge on fooL. L Btzialsg
took part in this second charge. The troops ran forward,
sweeping down into the thickets with wild yelling and rapid
firing. . Offiecers Were,at The forefront, and Captain Kirby
Smith fell wounded. ILieutenant Lee, "gallantly leading in

the thickest of the fight," encountered an Indian crouched

&

behind a log and shot him. The Comanches slowly gave way
before the onslauzht and retreated into the depths gl el
stronghold for a last stand.

The next few moments of the battle were nearly fatal

ones for Pitz. He later described these minutes to his

worried parents as follews:
P
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I was leading the charge through a dense thicket, had
just shot and killed an Indian, and was within a dozen
yards of them, dispatching another, he shooting and I
shooting, & sort of duel. I had shot ot nimstwircey
one ball taking effect in his breast, had him down

and was about to fire a third time, having my pist
raised, when an Indian about 10 yards on my right,
shot me as I described, I fell, and was taken out @it

es
the thicket...20
After his removal from the thicket, the surgeons immedlately
began their seemingly hopeless efforts Lol isave inkn snbAsiGhe
pattle ended in complete victory, a group of soldiers
gathered around expecting him--as Lee himself expected=-=to

die shortly. Edward M. "Jack"

Hayes, the sixteen year old
bugler who had admired Fitz since their days together at
Carlisle, tried to comfort him in his supposedly last moments.

His chest wound caused the blood to come u through his throat
o

12

ng extremely difficult. However,

e

and mouth, maki: reath

B
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nto his mouth checked the flow of blood.Dl

o¥
po

saillitiiwater tforece

When Lieutenant Kimmel arrived on the scene, Fitz began to
rally and his zest for living reasserted iteselfon Kimmel

mentioned that he had had a close call too and showed a bullet

‘J
(n

hole in his hat. Pitz's innate humor burst forth as he g asped:

"Kimmel, do you wish me to believe that an Indian shot that
Yie leorn , old man;sdidnlt you

go behind a tree and shoot the hole in ypur hat yourself?"

bl

mark, the onlookers were more hopeful that Fitz
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Van Dorn assessed the battlefield results. In addition
to Fitz 2nd Kirby Smith, ten men were wounded and two were

dead. The Comanches lost forty-nine warriors killed and

five wounded with another thirty-six taken as prisoners.

>

Learning that the Indians were definitely from Buffalo Hump's
band, Van Dorn promptly left with four companies to continue
the search for hostiles.~ Although no more were encountered

3

the Washita Zxpedition had accomplished its mission. Major

Ul
I~

Comanche raids in Texas ceased until the Civil War commenced.

The remaining two ¢

(@]

mpanies, under command of the

slizhtly wounded Kirby Smith, stayed at the battle site with
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After walting several days for
the condition of the wounded to improve, they began the long
journey back to Camp Radziminski--two hundred miles to the
south. Fitz, due to the serious nature of his wound, was
unable to ride on horseback and had to be placed on a mule

1itter. '0n the return march his spirits rose desplite Lis

Cosby, I wish you would have these mules changed
and put the old gray in front. ©Every step he takes
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his muzzle comes within a few inches of my face and

he flaps his long ears in a way that I don't like.

Familiarity breeds contempt, you know, and probably

the mule feels that way about it, too, but of ccurse

heican'! i sayibos 2>
Cosby gleefully hitched the old gray mule in front of  the
1itter thereafter. The caravan retraced its trail, picked
up the wagons after crossing the Cenadian, and reached its
base two weeks later. Though Fitz had survived the return
journey, he was still in a perilous condition.

By June 3, Fitz was able to be propped up on pillows
and wrote a letter to his parents. ie informed them that
his recovery was now assured, "contrary to the expectations
of the doctors, and a good many other persons including
myself even, for....I have been as near 1o death's door,
ash 1% walls dolthel ot of anvmortalisto lbe ,sand)stidl ot

n56

enter. Although writing was very painful for him, he

e
()

hastened to alleviate their worries generated by the newspaper,
letter, and word-of-mouth messages about the battle. He was
even reported dead in some versions but all accounts were
consistent on one item: Second Lieutenant Fitzhugh Lee

hickest of the fighting.”' Thus his

&t

fought bravel yiily ithe
first great military adventure, which nearly ended in death
for him, had established his fame as an Indian fighter. His

baptism by enemy fire was over., He was now a hero! f
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Pitz moved to Camp Cooper in September to complete his
recovery. Here he assumed a few garrison responsibilities

and impatiently walted for his strength to return. However
4 o o L

7

his narrow escape exerted a sobering influence on Fitz. He
realized that he had been extremely lucky in the battle;

if the day had not been a damp, ralny one, the arrow would

; ! M) EeL . 58
robably have plerced him with sufficient force to kill.”
D P

N

He wrote to his godmother in a temporarily retrospective and

Py

philosophical mood:

I can now scarcely realize that I have passed through
such a severe ordeal. Indian warfare is not the most
glorious 1r the world. Hard fighting after riding
mlles and miles throuch the bov sun, oliten stuifering
for the want of water and sometimes food, exposed
alternately to the heat of the sun and the rains, and
getting ibutilittle S d SN any siglony,

ened as he enumerated the advantages of a

=

BhE 1% joril
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I'must say I like the'life’however, Apart frfom the
excitement of catching Comanches, there is always fine
hunting and fishing, the former of which 1 am very
fond of, and always on scouts [patrols] from here,
ki1l buffalof, deer, turkeys and grouse...,lhen
agalin there are always plenty of horses, which is &
great thing for me you know, and a good deal of my
time is Gaken up ip riding...’~

His morale improved when he was assigned to an adjacent post,

- a G 4 . g = > o iy £
Lee resumed his full dutles as a cavalry officer.
.
381 L e s. June 3. 1859. Ople Papers
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Despite their defeats by the Second Cavalry, a few

©
=

hostile Indians in small raiding p ties continued to appear
in Texas. From Camp Colorado, Lee regularly led patrols to
apture any marauders in the surroun ding countryside.  Often
the results were negligible, but Fitz won further praise and
commendation for his success on a mission in Janusrys 16608
In the midst of a2 Texas "morther"” and snow-storm on January 14,
word was received that an Indian raiding party had plundered
s settler's ranch and driven off several horses. In the
middle of the night Lieutenant Lee and his detachment, con-
sisting of Bugler "Jack" Hayes, a non-commissioned officer,

and twenty privates, left the post in pursuit of the Indians.61

~

the drifting snow impeded their progress,
but at last Lee's men found the raiders' trail. After daylight
they rapldly followed it. The Indians, wise in the ways of
stealth and plundering, had started southi and then cireled
northward, passing within five miles of Camp Colorado itself,

About two hours before sunset, the detachment discovered a

ead colt killed by the Indians for meat. Thereafter, the

hours in the saddle with the exception of one halt of-an hour
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< Lee, fearful of betraying thelz poesitlol o

and a'Bang
the Indians, decreed that no campfires could be bullt, "ALGer
a breakfast of hardtack and frozen pork, the cold men renewed
the pursuit.

At noon on January 16, young Hayes sighted two Comanches
hastily driving a herd of horses forward. Having the advantage
of surprise, Lee ordered the troops to shed thelr overcoats
and extra equipment and yelled the command Hoharge /" 0ne
Indian was killed instantly but the other, closely followed
by Lee and four of his men, escaped to an adjoining woods.
After trailing him for six or seven miles throug i il s el
steep ravines covered with a thick undergrowth of cedar, the
pursuing cavalrymen discovered his abandoned horse. The

artv divided and began the 'dangerous and by no means easy
(&) o J

o

task" of trailing the Indian on IooT. Nearly three hours

(018
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later, the Indian suddenly ambushed Lee, who Jjumped aside and
barely missed being plerced by an arrow. The arrow broke his

whizzed on through his coat sleeve. Fitz ther
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pulled his pistol but the Indian grabbed the muzzle and

revented him from firing. In the strugegle that ensued, the
oD 2

pistol was dropped and the combatants engaged in dangerous

ke
)

nand-to-hand combat. Fitz desperately tried to prevent the
er and stronger ambusher from using a knife. Young Hayes

arrived on the scene but could not fire for fear of JatLapoat el

P
B2= 4 :
Lee's Report, January 20, 1860, in Crimmins, "Lee
Killsian Indian . 586=387.
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his officer. An instant later, the savage was hurled to the
ground with the young licutenant landing on top of him. Lee
managed to grasp his plstotliie ooyl L et nele bullet into

the Indian, and then kill him with a second shot. Fitz
casually remarked to the excited Hayes that the Tnddan ' sabruse
strength had almost been too much for him. Fortunately, he
nad remembered a wrestling trick known as tiae A v i naa  back
Heedft i imetotrlp ks opponent.64 The detachment then
rounded up the stolen horses and triumphantly returned to

Camp Colorado.

His second encounter in combat agaln won Lee praise from
his superiors and the publiics, MKizby Smith, his immediate
superior, commended his display of energy and perseverance
in tracking down the Indians and recovering the stolen horses.65

Robert E. Lee, having become the commander of the Department

of Texas, reported his nephew's performance as beling an
TR . ol e ey & Bt
11lustrative example in reducing frontier raidas The press

acain devoted considerable attention to the biuddsihaicherol
d
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With this second display of leadership ability and
bravery, Fitz eradicated any remaining stains from his low
class standing and large number of demerits-at West Point.
intimated in his public

now come quicker an

easier. Scott noted the "romantic interest" stirred up by

important. He emphasized, 2lmost prophetically, whero it dd Ghelt

Lieutenant Lee's command was a small one, 1t served to exhibit
pamllties anghicss pan which eannot fail to lead o like
b )
distinction in opsrations against an enemy at the head of a
- 9 o 1 68 T L . ; A - )
much.largen . force. Iee's success in the Army was assured.
Lee continued to engaze in patrolling and scouting duties

during the spring and summer of 1860. Though there was little
raiding, he was sufficiently occupied to forego 2 reunion with

his lonesome Uncle Robert in San Antonio. His unc

i
would soon be granted a leave

that "the fine young soldier 5

of absence to visit Virginia and then would probably be
T.J e T 4+ 69 an] £ =2 3 i il

reassigned to West Polnt. itz finaliviidleol v legas in
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instructor in cavalry tactics at the Military Academy. el g
e e A el Sl - el ool 2 - i
position was eagerly sought by many cavalry officers,.and 1ts
b satAawe]l upon him was regs ‘)i A== ~Ammo a4 N o S s B
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70

recent achievements.,
Nearly three years of froutler sgervice with the tSecond
Cavalry left an indellble impression on the character of
Fitzhugh Lee., He benefitted from serving in a regiment whose
roster ineluded these able soldiers:; @ Albert Sldney dohnston,
Robert Edward Lee, William J. Hardee, George H. Thomas, Earl
Van Dorn, Edmund Kirby Smith, and John B. l.ood.71 Lee reached
his maturity during these three years. He had abandoned his

wildness and recklessness without losing his joviallity. His

S
e
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keen sense of humor and love of 1life had not been sacr
tolhis acqulisition of rself=discipline, "Withoutidiminishing
his popularity, his geniality combined with firmness had won
him increasing respect from both his fellow officers and his

subordinates. le also had gained further astuteness in being

gysuecessiniloffleeryandialisolabeny MDuriny Ahisiparsiclipaticn
in cavalry operations, he had learned new lessons on the
importancer of training, planning, and leadership in military

ventures. His innate courage had been proved in combat, but
his tendency toward foolhardiness had been checked by his
battlefield ordeal. He had come to Texas as an adventurous

second lieutenant and he left as a competent veteran. His

1

sojJourn in the West had been rewarding indeed!




CHAPTER 11

"THE POLITICIANS' WAR"

In the fall of 1860 Fitz Lee returned to Virginia to
enjoy a leave of absence before reporting to West Point.
During his furlough, he spent several weeks with his parents,
renewed old friendships, and attended various parties and
balls in Alexandria and Washington. His disposition was as
"light-hearted and gay as ever,” and Fitz thoroughly enjoyed

1

Tal + 2 £
est. Life

recounting his tales of the savage, romantlc W
was good and he relished it. Unfortunately, the galety of

Washington's social 1life--always intricately connected with

jAV]

its political life--receded as majorpalitical erisis
loomedesbefore . the nationy’ The'talkiofowar 1fLincoln ‘were
elected sometimes put a damper on Washington parties, and

Fitz observed the subsequent pall over the capital after

Iincoln's election. While staying with Lindsay Lomax's

(@}

Washington, he became increasingly concerned with
the talk of disunion which permeated the city. Mrs. Elizabeth
Lomax was surprised at his moody behaviour, and her diary entry

for November 12, 1! ted: "Things look very ominous

(09)
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Wood, Lomax Diary, 131-132.
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usual light-hearted, gay self. I have never known Fitz to

have so little to say.“2

An incurable optimist, Fitz's spirits brightened as he
prepared to Journey to West Point to assume his new dutiles.

)

In December he returned to the Military Academy as an officer

D

who, despite his relatively poor academic and disciplinary
record as a cadet, had become one of its most successful
recent.graduates. On December 29 he commenced his duties as
the assistant instructor of cavalry in the Department of

3

Tactics. His first few weeks were busy ones as he plunged
wholeheartedly into being the type o NISIGRUCT CIGRWIEO
participated in all phases of 11fe at West Point. Most of
the cavalry instruction fell directly to Pitzs 4l The other

faculty member charged with cavalry instruection wWas Breves

Mz jor dJohn R, 'Reynolds. Reynolds, an artilleryman, taugnt
4
d

16)]

artillery tactics and also served as Commandant of Cadets.
Consequently, he had neither the training nor the time to
do more than approve Lee's ideas, methods, and decisions.
Lee's position on the staff thus proved to Dbe stimulating
but laden with responsibility.

Fitz soon enjoyed as wide a popularity at the Acadenmy

as he had had in his student days. In this instance hils
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popularity was more deserved for several reasons. Exhibiting

nis earlier geniality, courtesy, and love of high-spiritedness,

he coupled these with a proper amount of firmness and

discipline in dealing with the cadets. Pefﬁaps the cadets could

also view him as one who would be more sympathetic towards

their pranks and failures than other instructors tended

to be--for the cadets were well aware of the "shortcomings,"

openly admitted by Fitz, which he had exhibited during his

student years. Moreover, his success in the West contributed

to his stature and esteem in the eyes of cadets and even

fellow faculty members. Young Lieutenant Lee became equally

popular with the latter group. His colleagues were apprecilative

of the high caliber of his services, and as national tensions

increased in the next few months, they steadfastly urged him

to remain in the Army and serve at West Point.5 Thus, i for

a number of reasons, by the early spring of 1861, "Fitz Lee

was the most popular officer at the Academy."6
Unfortunately, the national crisis intensified during

Lee's service at West Point. South Carolina seceded from the

Union on December 20, 1860, and the states of the Lower South

followed her example in the next six weeks. Virginia remained

in the Union. DNumerous Southern officers resigned thelr

commissions, but Fitz held off from taking this rash action

and followed the restraint of his father and uncle. Like

5John William Jones' sketch of Lee, April 22, 1898,
Ople Papers.
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them, he wished to retain whatever freedom of action remained
to him after the dictation of events beyond his control. He
was incensed that the New York newspapers in*Mareh*i¥sted

him as one of the Southerners who had resigﬁed and accepted
commissions in the Confederate service. Writing to the
Adjutant General on March 20, he enclosed one of the newspaper
clippings and heatedly disclaimed "any knowledge or acceptance
of any such appointment...l also wish to relieve myself from
any suspicion of having accepted an appointment in one army,

before my resignation had been tendered in the other."7

While he realized that resignation might be his eventual
course of action, he was determined to preserve his sense gt
honor and resign in a straightforward manner.

The unpleasant newspaper accusations were partially
compensated for by his promotion to first lieutenant on
March 31, 1861 (primarily due to the vacanciles created by
resignations of Southerners from the Lower South).8 His
congenial 1ife at the Academy was further enhanced by the
arrival of his classmate and old friend, George D. Bayard,

who also was assigned as an assistant cavalry LS EnleEeIE -

Lee's happiness at West point was a source gf strengtin for
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him in the ensuing months, but it also made his final
decision all the more painful and heartrending.

By the beginning of April, the young officer from
Virginia was indeed troubled and perplexed. A frank letter
on April 8 to his mother reveals the uncomfortable position
in which he found himself. PFirst, he reassured her that he

"

was not "talking secession' although he defended the South
when he heard "something exceedingly hard and unjust." He
was especially fearful that Lincoln's scheme to reinforce
Fort Sumter would result in bloodshed and expressed his
opinion that trying to restore the Union by relnforcing
Southern forts was "a very shortsighted policy indeed." His
personal inclinations also bothered him. Although admitting
that he wanted to resign, he promised to wait for the decision
of his father and uncle before taking that step. Above all,
Lee voiced his puzzlement and anger with the course of recent
events and correctly sensed that his life would be enormously

affected by them. He could not refrain from blaming the

political leaders for allowing the crisis to evolve towards

probable war. With bitterness and remorse he unburdened
himself:
p
The Army, while i1t rather likes occasionally

a little brush’ with a2 foreign foe, equally loathes

the' idea of civil war.  And our onl" W1“n io to be

allowed to sta side and let the

Who have g this troub

Were that 0ose Who ¢

had the (1 executing

speck of w n the ho




disappear. It is grand...to sit Invefflceg falr
from the tumult and order others to fight!

Fitz's fears that reinforcing the Southern forts would
lead to bloodshed were soon confirmed. The- Confederates
fired on Fort Sumter while United States troops were irying
to resupply it on April 12, Thereafter Lee and his family,

along with thousands of others, were helplessly overwhelmed

‘J

by the tragic march of events. Iincoln issuesd a call on
April 15 for 75,000 volunteers to squelch Sipsurrecuion,’

and Virginia responded by voting to secede on April 47 rather

than wage war against her Southern sisters. On iyt 2 ORSTC
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Colonel Robert Edward Lee regretfully re
His nephew at West Point, however, waited a few more days but
soon realized his own resignation was also inevitable.
Sectional feeling had begun to permeate even the Acadeny.

On the day of Colonel Lee's resignation, some Northern cadets
draped their rooms with paper flags, ande P11tz dronsed

animosity by enforcing the strict regulations against all

x . s 2 ‘
ornaments and ordering their removal. The division was
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further intensified by the increasing number of officers
and cadets who were resigning and leaving the Egiimiiaare

cadet observed: "there has been such a stampede of cadets

. : 1 i
as was never known before." 3

In the week following the flag incident, Lee finally
decided that he must go to Washington and tender his
resignation. The decision to leave West Point and the Army
was probably the most painful one he ever made despite his
lack of reservation in fulfilling what he felt was his duty
towards Virginia. Nonetheless, it aroused an agony and
sorrow in him which were sympathetically observed by his
colleaguss and the cadets. The best description of his
departure and the status he enjoyed at West Point 1s by an

Ohio cadet from the company commanded by Lee:

On Friday night (April 24 the officers
Iieutenant Lee who is a Virginian and has T
because his state has seceded He was th
popular,efficerythagsl, ha
He was liked by the e
AL EEEY Y EEIRTonE
day for him when he
and said thatiheihe
he thought that 1t
He was the commandar
evening he came to
room and shook hands
in his eyes, and hoj
of him would be as
When he shool
that he was "01“#
deagal
line, it was ti
morning af
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omnibus we took off our hats and waved them as he
passed., This may appear very natural and matter of
fact to you, for you do not know encugh abcut military
usage to recognize the great difference that HOEIEE oL

vl
—_

between an officer and a2 subaltern. I believe that
1t is the second time that I ever shook hands with
antofficer,valtheugh i% is three years.that 1. have
been here.{

le Barracks en route to Washington
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Lee st
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and said farewell to some friends in the Second Cavalry.

After reaching Washington, he consulted his father and they
agreed with Robert that the Lees owed their first loyalty to

Virginia. PFitz declared his intentions to the Washington

(0]

authorities and went to Alexandria where, on May 21,

received the notification that his resignation from the United

States Army was accepted. The end of his Army career found
1

7

him low in spirits and physically ill. Yet once he made
his decision, there was no attempt to hedge or procrastinate
in his course of action. Sharing the devotion of his uncle

and father toward their respective branches of the military

departure
it remaiz

The iSpir
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e to R. B. Lee, May 9, 1861, and Eleanor
rher lee, MayVl0, 1861 ;. (lce Famlly Papers,
Soclety, Richmond  Wirginia, .
pa nt to Lee, April 3, 1661 ands ey
e, 28 iBo s Ople tFapersy

L« o Mildred Childe Lee, May 25, 1061,
ir o, Hi'stopical Sochkety.
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service, Fitz loved the Army buil felt an even higher loyalty
toWVirginiai s He wholeheartedly intended to meet the
obligations entailed by that loyalty and promptly offered

his services to the Virginia forces commandéd by ‘RobertiE, Lee
Previously he had declined a Confederate commission but on

the day his resignation was confirmed, he accepted & lieutenancy
in the Virginia caValry.18 For the next four years, Fitzhugh
Lee devoted his abilities to the defense of Virginia and the
Confederacy. His ardour for "Southern Independence’ was to

be unshaken and undiminished until the end came at AppomattoX.
Though he deplored both the Northern and Southern politiclans
for allowing sectional differences to degenerate into armed
nostilities, once the die was cast he was unswerving in his
loyalty to his state and section.

Fitz had little time for rest and relaxation after his
resignation. Events were moving at alfervid pece and*his
destiny, like that of his nation, seemed to be in the hands
of others. His initial days in the Pirst Virginila Cavalry
were filled with desperate efforts to secure the personnel
and equipment necessary for the Commonwealth to defend her

soil, A great battle loomed, ir the offine after ‘Tincolz Sand

Davis c?lled for volunteers, and Virginia anxiously sought t

0

4.
26

outfit her own armies to augment the forces of her Confede

('\

allles. Governor Letcher and the SCGSQLOH Convention pla

g 8 m N
Fitzhugh Lee Records, "Compiled Service Records of
Confederate General and Staff Officers, & ‘onmRegimental
Enlisted Men," Record Group 109, The National Archives.
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this task in the hands of Fitz's uncle. It was not until
June 8, 1861, that Fitz and other Virginia soldiers came
under the command of the Confederate Government.19 Though
there were several skirmishes between indepéndent Vireinls
forces and Federals before that date, Fitz did not take part
insthewbattlessniisvparticipationydinsthe fightingididino®
commence until July 21 at the Battle of First Manassas (Bull
Run), the first major confrontation between Confederate and
Federal forces. Unfortunately, according to his point of
view, he missed most of the heavy fighting since General

P.uGirYosBeauregard sutilized him for staffiduty.andyassigned

N
&)

him as acting adjutant for General Richard 5. Ewell.
Cavalryman Lee, however, had little desire to serve on

a staff--he preferred an assignment where he could en

age

e

directly in the fighting. After Manassas, when i1 became
widely realized that the war might not end in a few days,

the need for further expansion of the cavalry was obvious

to many; consequently, good officers were in demand and Fitz
had no trouble in securing an active command. General Joseph

E. Johnston, the commander of Confederate floreics in S erlim e

1

9R. E. Lee to his wife, June 9, 1861, Lee Famlly Papers,
Virginia Historical Society; see also F. N. Boney, John
Letcher of Viresinia: The Story of Virginia's Civil War
Governor (University of Alabama, 1960}, 119=41,
2OU.S. War Department, The War of the Rebellion: A
Compilation of the Official Records oI the Uni and Confeder:
'] (Washingt EE0~1 b, TUlvolsarin0 | 2000 LIREE T
ber g 0fficial Records and referring to the
Serie otherwise noted.)
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strongly recommended him: "For the lieutenant colonelcy 1
strongly repeat my recommendation of Captain Fitzhugh Lee.
He belongs to a family in which military genius seems an
helriloon, ®iHe isPan ‘officer iof rare merld, capacity, and
courage."21 On September 27, 1861, he was promoted to

lieutenant colonel in the First Regiment of Virginia Cavalry
2

’

NS

commanded by Colonel J. E. B. Stuart, Thereafter, for the
duration of the war, FPitz was to be engaged in leading fighting
units rather than serving in a staff capacity. In the
Confederate cavalry Lee found his niche for war service and

was indeed fortunate in attaining it in the relatively short
time between May and September. Other officers in both the
Confederate and Federal Armies were less fortunate-~for
example, Fitz's Uncle Robert--since the early period of

the war was characterized by organizational chaos, personnel
problems, and numerous personality conflicts. He reported to
Colonel Stuart on September 30 and thus Jjoined the nucleus ol
the cavalry arm of the future Army of Northern NiEgiaia,

Fitzhugh Lee would serve for the duration in this most famous

of Confederate armies.
2l o ;
lbl.d., Ve e -
22 & L .
Commission as L
from Commonwealth of V
Papers; Special Orders
Septenberv2¥ i 1del; "o
nghomas T4
The term "Army of
until General Robe
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Fitz promptly set about winning his laurels by his

bore had obvious

(4]
o
{0
=]
D
=
®

oMnencERE Lakd petformances . 'Th
advantages--especially after his uncle became the commander

of the Army of Northem Virginia--but it also had a disadvantag
Some contemporaries felt that the host of Lees serving in

high positions derived from the family's past accomplishments
and present connections.24 ButiBitz prgved nimsel: na

sucecesstul and reseurceful eavalry officer whlle R VB oL Lee

was still overshadowed by General Johnston. On November 18

he first led a detachment of the First Virginia into battle,.
In skirm) shes a2t FaticsiOhurch and Fairfaxr near the
Washington defense lines, his force surprised the Federal

cavalry and captured prisoners and supplies. Winning Stuart'
) P p €

0]

"unqualified praise and commendation” for his success in these

engagements, FPitz began a long period of working closely with

e

Stuart and serving as one of the most successful and dependable

. : 2 , = 5 o
fficersylin.thefeavalry. 2 Until Stuart's death in 1864, this

harmonious association was to be as successful--though not
so publicized--as that between Robert E. Lee and "Stone 2wall”

Jackson., Fitz was indeed fortunate in serving under Stuart,
who not only inspired him but also granted him adequate

leeway to make the fullest use of his initiative, While
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Stuart was a superb strategist as well as a good tactician,
especially in offense, Fitz complemented the team by being a
reliable subordinate, an able battle tactician, and a
determined fighter., He also became the ca&élry's exXiper il
delaying and blocking tactics--an ability that rose in
importance as the Army of Northern Virginia was steadily
weakened by a horrible and ceaseless attrition. The Stuart
and Lee duet was destined to participate in most of the great
battles of that justly renowned army.

The continuing expansion of the Confederate armies, and
of the cavalry in particular, brought about promotions for
many officers and the assignment of additional ones. These
personnel changes required time to be assimilated i1f the
cavalry were to operate as an efficient organization. In
September 1861 Stuart was promoted to brigadier general and
Willizm E. ("Grumble") Jones succeeded him as colonel of the
First Virginiangé Jones heartily disliked Stuart (and
consequently his protégé, Fitz) but was equally disdained by
the men of the regiment. Stuart found it difficult to
coordinate effectively with Jones and preferred to utilize Fitz
whenever possible in dealing with the regiment. This awkward
situation was not terminated until April 1862, The exasperated
men held an election and designated Lee as Colonel with only
four dissenting votes. His election was a confirmation of

hlis esteem in the eyes of the well-liked Stuart and also

Zon A
b Tl P 2emed 1 O, =520
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demonstrated the respect and confidence which his subordinates
held for him. Most important, the men of the Pirst Virginia
had selected Lee as the commander to lead them into the
battles awaiting them.27 )

The first major operation in which Colonel Lee acted as
Stuart'!s trusted lientenant ogccurred in June 1862 during the
Peninsular Campaign. The Federal forces of McClellan were
before Richmond facing the Confederates under General Robert
E. Lee, who had assumed command on June 1, 1862, General Lee
assigned to Stuart the task of reconnoitering the right fiank
and rear of McClellan's position and gave him detailed

instructions concerning the pertinent information desired.28

]

Though the Commanding General was not receptive to Stuart's
g p

grandiose proposal of a circular ride around McClellan, much
¢
leeway was left for the cavalryman to execute his 1nstructions.59
Stuart picked 1,200 of his best troops and designated Fitz as
I s P g

his second=-in-command, The expedition started northward

from Richmond on June 12 with Lee and his regiment leadin

0]

the column. Reaching the Pamunkey River safely, they turned

167]

southeast to begin a route that would circle McClellan'

force and lead to a return to Richmond from the south. Fitz

e .
7Douglas S0
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in Command (New Y
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and Stuart's other lieutenants caught their commander's
enthusiasm for the audacious but dangerous reconnalissance
plan. On the second day they came in contact with several
Union soldiers but captured only a2 few. It was ironic that
several of these captives rushed to Fitz with grins of
recognition and shouts of "Lieutenant.” The captives were
members of the Fifth United States cavalry, formerly the
Second, and had served under him in his Texas service days.
Colonel Lee of the Confederate Army had an excellent visit
with the Federal prisoners and much news and gossip were
exchanged concerning old friends of former days.BO dhits
congenial visit occurred despite the precarious position of
Lee and the other Confederates deep behind enemy lines--the
war had not yet become so deadly grim., After this nostalgic
encounter Fitz nonetheless determined to defeat his old
regiment, and Stuart granted him permission to attack. The
Pirst Virginia rushed forward but the Federal cavalry had
completely fled, although numerous supplies were left behind.
Pitz's troopers--ever practical--took a keg of whiskey and
burned the remainder of the camp.31 After several other
skirmishes, the column reached the Chickahominy River on
June 15. Pitz and five of his men were the last to cross to
safety, Just as Federal pursuers opened fire. While Stuart

hurried on to report to General Lee, Fitz was left to lead
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the column back to Richmond. On June 16, the cavalry rode

into Richmond to receive a conquerocr's welcome.32
The results of this ride around McClellan's forces were

several-fold. In the first instance, invaluable military

intellignece was gained on the disposition and supply routes

of the Union army. Primarily on the basis of Stuart's report,

General Lee determined to bring "Stonewall" Jackson's troops

from the Valley and then attempt to drive McClellan away

from Richmond.}’3 This offensive, known as the Seven Days'

Battles, started on June 25 and resulted in the removal of an

immediate threat to Richmond although McClellan escaped.34

Other results were less tangible and more long=-range but no

less important. The cavalry had successfully been used by

General Lee in his first ma jor campaign and thereafter it was

to remain a vital component of the remarkable organization Lee

assembled. The ride was an invaluable experience in working

together in perilous situations for Stuart and his subordinates,

In particular, Fitz, who matched Stuarti in daring and

boldness, and his commander developed an affinity for

close cooperation and harmonlous teamwork. The ride

o~

contributed immeasurably to the high esprit de corps of the

s

32G. W. Beale, A Lieutenant of Cavalry in Lee's Army
(Bastecunaiglsyinsis =

33Douglas Southall Freeman, R. E. Lee: A Biography
(New York §11924 ) JeLl 0 h00=1041

34Mark M. Boatner, III, The Civil War Dic
York, 1959), 633-634,
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cavaleyein sseneral SRl npaddisciton, Stuart'slexplolitscaught
the fancy of the Southern people and brought fame to him
and his troops.35
Fitzhugh Lee also won a measure of fame for his expolits
during "the ride" and in the subsequent Seven Days' Battles,
Stuart praised him and recommended his promotion for his

1§

distinguished service. "In my estimation,” Stuart wrote to

General Lee, "no one in the Confederacy possesses more of
the elements of what a brigadier of cavalry ought to be."36
In the general reorganization of the Confederate forces in
northern Virginia in July, Fitz was promoted to Brigadier
General at the age of 27.37 He was given the second brigade
of cavalry with five Virginia regiments--the First, itla gl els L F
Fourth, Fifth, and Ninth--under his command. These troops
were to be the core of the forces subsequently led by Lee
until AppomatioXx.
be closely associated with Stuart (by now a major general),

L

and the young brigadier performed with sufificient nerltittol be

-
BDWilliam P, Show,
Campalgns (New Yoz

560££1cial Records, XI, Pt. 1, 1041,

37 .S.A, War Department to Lee, July 25, 1862, and
”tuart to Tiee Ll B8 s1B86200 0p ltegebel apers; Pitzhugh Lee Records,
Ompll“’ Service Records of Confederate General Officers,”

F‘\D

Record Group 109, The National Archj
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commended even by the Commanding General of the Army of

r ; 74 - LB

Nocthern®larzinia s <
In August 1862 the efficiency of the new cavalry

organization was not as finely honed as it would later become.

At the beginning of those movements against General Pop

(McClellan's successor) which resulted in the Second Battle

of Manassas, the remaining rough edges of the Stuart-Lee

team appeared and a nearly disasirous misunderstanding occurred.

Young Lee, upon becoming a general, had gained an added

independence, and lost none of his boldness;but initiative

on the part of a subordinate usually pleased Stuart. However,

at the opening of the campaign against Pope, itz used ‘the

discretion allowed him to the fullest and failed to arrive at

Raccoon's Ford near the Rapidan River on August 17, the place

and time that Stuart had indicated. From that polnt, Stuart

hoped to launch a movement that might eventually trap Pope.

Stuart was greatly disappointed with Fitz and strongly

20}

§ 7))
ol
it

pbelieved that the trap envisioned by himself and General

Lo

¥

Lee would have succeeded if Fitz and his troops had arrived

40

on time. Instead, Pope escaped while "Jeb" Stuart lost his

temper and unjustly lambasted his favorite lieutenant. The

392, E, Lee refrained from mentioning his relatives in
laudatory orders whenever possible during the early menths of
his command; for example see Offlcial Hecords, I Sy PR (9 TR
However, he exhibited a private proudness in his nephew's
accomplishments and wrote Pitzls Father:s "I congider Himione
of our best cavalry officers.” in R. E. Lee to 5. 5. Lee,

Julivi sl A862, Opie Papers,
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delay was probably as much Stuart's fault as anyone's because

of his vague verbal orders to Fitz.41 Stuart's ire was

raised by the fact that he himself had nearly been captured

and indeed his plumed hat was seized by Federal raiders.

Fitz wisely ignored the intemperate criticism and the

flareup was soon forgotten by alllNconeerned parties.42 The

incident is illustrative of the frictions and disappointments

that occasionally arose in the trylng circumstances of the

War. What is remarkable is that this was the last major

criticism voiced by Stuart against his closest subordinate.

Thereafter, Stuart's and Lee's camaraderie grew and their

efficiency in battle increased. Thelr personal relationship

was even strengthened, and they generally rode together whenever

possible while "their songs and peals of laughter could o ten

be heard far down the column."43
If Pitz had severely disappointed Stuart in mid=-August,

ne would more then redeem himself in the next few days. He

ZHFregman, Lee's Lieutenants, II, 61; Fitzhugh Lee,
General Lee, volume in The Great Commanders Series, ed. James
G Wilson (New York, 1894}, 185. Unknown %o Stuart, Fitz was
having difficulties with his exhausted horses and promptly
notified General Lee of his problem; see gfficial Records),
RETERRDGIREES W50
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Delivered on Fitzhugh Lee Day at the Jame stown bXDOoluiOﬂ,
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joined Stuart in the daring raid of August 22-23 on Pope's

headquarters which cost the Federal general his personal

papers and baggage. Fitz made certain that Stuart received

the Yankee's coat to compensate for the recent Llogs of his

hat.l More important, this raid at Gatlettls Btation' gave

General (Robert) Lee vital information enabling him to initiate

the decisive maneuvers of the Second Manassas campaign. In

that battle, Fitz and his brigade "rendered most important

and valuable service" and received the pralse ol HiisSuncile

and even Stuart.
After inflicting a tactical defeat on Pope and forcing

nis withdrawal towards Washington, the Army of Northernm

Virginia moved northward to carry the war to the enemy's

country. The Army advanced rapidly but eventually encountered

(6))]

Federal forces and fell back to the vicinity of Sharpsburg,
Maryland, During the night of September 13-14, Fitz superbly
covered the withdrawal of the forces under Longstreet and

D. H. H11l and after the Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam)
verformed the same task again when the Army recrossed the
Potomac River. For these covering operations he rivaled
Stuart in the praise received from the Commanding General,
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but®#'tdeb’ exhibite his second
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brigade and himself warmly pralsed Fitz, -

44 ! 3
Freeman, Lee's Iieutenants, II, =y
0fficial Records, XII, Bt. 2,.558, 7<0.
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After Sharpsburg the cavalry corps of the Army of
Northern Virginia assumed a more or less permanent model of
organization. Directly under Stuart, Fitz and Wade Hempton
divided the regiments equally between them.47 Unfortunately,
Hampton did not achieve the close kindred spirit shared by
Stuart and Fitz. Stuart was less warn 1 bis praisciifor
Hampton than for his fellow Virginian, and Hampton eventually

48

pecame jealous of Lee. This jealousy damp

]

ned the relations

(¢]

of the three chief cavalrymen, but since Hampton generally

muted his criticisms of Fitz, the three managed to work together
fairly harmoniously from Sharpsburg to Gettysburg. During

this period the cavalry performed exemplary service with the

1ncreasingly outnumbered and hard-pressed=--but usually victorious=--

Army of Northern Virginia. Fitz shared in these cavalry successes

and won additional renown for his specific achievements. His

2\

successful attack at Kelly's Ford on March 17.0.1865, and His

s

jpvaluable reconnaissance prior to the Battle of Chancellorsville
3 i . - 3 o , gt 49
were highly praised by Uncle kKobert and Stuart. -
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Coincident with his success on the battlefield,
Brigadier General Fitzhugh Lee attained the final style and
character of leadership that he retained as long as he was

a soldier. Although his experiences since the War began

o)

4

1951
(¢))
o)
(]

had naturally tempered and soned him, much in hls manner
was similar to that which he had exhibited in his Texas days.
The successful technigues of command acquired there while
leading a platoon were refined by him for leading his brigade.
His tactfulness and competency, enhanced by his natural galety,
were pleasing qualities to his superiotyef ficensoy Eromiiis
equals and subordinates Ptz commanded respect while winning

50 :

their affectlon. Even Hampton, despite his professional
jealousy, liked Fitz personally. Lee developed a remarkable
rapport with his men in the ranks. His discipline, while not

stern, was adequate. Thelr confidence in him was of such a

willingly followed him on daring and
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dangerous escapades. In addition, Fitz was instrumental in

brigade that sustained
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it through all the discouraging times until AppomattoXx.
He constantly pralsed and encouraged both his officers and

enlisted men for their services, individually and

e

an aide to Fitz, wrote: "He is
I love him like the mischief,”
eptember 6, 1863, printed

rews, Scraps _of Paper (New York,
conscious of his youth, allowed
an attempt to appear older.
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collectively.51 In doing so, he helped instill in them
personal and unit pride.

Probably the most outstanding characteristic of Lee'
personality during the war years was his continued gaiety and
high-spiritedness. Even in the midst of numerous trials and
tribulations, he retained an optimism and a zest for enjoying
1ife. On friend and foe alike, he still enjoyed pulling a
prank. An anonymous wWriter in 1862 described Fitz as “ruddy
and laughing, his eyes bright, penetrating, and full of humor,"
and as a general Who, "rode to battle with a smile on his
countenance and a jJjoke or a song on his lips, while his
camp was always made the abode of music, fun, and frolic.'
For his 1levity and the escapades of his men, Fitz was sometimes
criticized by civilians at home but seldom by soldiers in

the field.55 While a2llusions were occasionally made to Fitz's

s - o e « oA

51orficial Records, XI, Pt. 1, 1042-1043 1,
62. Recarding 01503 L ] I
especially pl
should admire both more if they were more rigi
gicedpldfieliibnt U £ | ‘ tn
discipline 1n ou
Tiptdng e BWLES, BE




54

the war than Lee,.

seeming impropriety, in reallity no one was more aware
of

of the agony and suffering

Writing

to his mother in June 1862, he sincerely regretted the

"horrors of war'" but expressed the practical belief that one

must become accustomed to them in order to continue the

effort.54

Moreover, he exhibited much sympathy towards the

suffering of men on both sldes, especially the wounded, and

tried to alleviate their misery whenever possible.

186 &

attempts at levity were often merely one manifestation of

this compassion.

an integral part of his general leadership ability.

In balance, Fitz Lee's natural galety was

(s

characteristic was an invaluable quality to possess as he
1 Y 1Y

led his men under increasingly adverse conditions

in no small measure to the high morale of the cava
(<3

the last years of the war,
During the winter of 1862 and spring of 1863,
d skirmishes

participated in many cavalry ralds an

his reputation as a hard-hitting, dashing leader,

summer of 1863, his participation in the Gettysburg

further, added. to this. reputation.

jA0)

the rheumatism that was to continue to pl:

(

consequently missed the great clash of cavalry at

Station on June 9, 1863, he thereafter participate

Although he was

gue him)

x 1

and contribut

Lryoduning

and enhanced

In the
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the cavalry operations as the Army of Northern Virginia moved

northward to Pennsylvania. With Stuart, he superv

ised the
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burning of Carlisle Barracks=-the scene of hls former period
ofehapoylbusiirustratedyservicelsyistsoliciinudesdorathe

civilian inhabitants of Carlisle was probably based equally
5 h

on his innate kindness and a twinge of nostalgia, The

cavalry dashed on to Gettysburg but unfortunately arrived in

time to perform service only at the close of that decisive
battle. PFitz helped cover the retreat back to Virginia and
performed creditably in the remaining operations of the
cavalry arm of the Army of Northern Virginia during 1863.

After Gettysburg there was a general reshuffling which
produced a reconstructed organization of the cavalry. The
number of brigades was increased and divided into two divisions,
each of which was to be commanded by major generals with Stuart
continuing as the commanding general of the cavalryscorps.

Lee and Hampton were the natural choices for the division

commander positions and both were recommended by Stuart and

General Robert E. Lee for promotion. Uncle Robert, well aware

@
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of his nephéw's fine service at Kelly's Ford and Chancellorsvilie;
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abandoned hi
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ear of being charged with nepotism and wrote:

1t

"I do not wish to speak so positively, but I do not know of

"{cer in the cavalry who has done better service.
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any other of:
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Both promotions were confirmed and on September SHR ka0

L4
twenty~-eight year old Fitzhugh Lee became a major -
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genera1.57 Young Lee, in the months from his promotion to
the Battle of Yellow Tavern in May 1864, fulfilled commendably
the onerous responsibilities of his position. The occasional
minor errors of Jjudgment were insufficlent %o mar his
outstanding accomplishments in the ceaseless combat and
reconnaissance operations of the cavalry.

On May 11, 1864, Fitz's good friend and leader, "J,.E.B."
Stuart, was wounded at the cavalry battle of Yellow Tavern
and died the next day. When Stuart fell, he placed the
command on Lee and encouraged him as follows: "Go ahead, Fitz,

|v158

0ld fellow. I know you will do what 1is right! Ag Stuart

lay dying, he probably expected that Fitz would be his
successor and accordingly reassured his men by calmly saying,

hut don't worry, . boys: EFitz will.do as arell ok syousas &
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have done. However, Stuart's expectation for his trusted
) jo

lieuvtenant would not be 1ized until the closing months of
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to having a slight seniority
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the war. Instead, Wade

Lo

of rank over Fitz, was eventually confirmed as chief of the
cavalry corps after considerable delay by General (Robert)

~e

Lee. Since Gettysburg Hampton's Jjealousy had intensified
y o .p (3]
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D{FLchU”Q Lee Records, "Compiled Service Records of
Confederate General Officers,” Record Group lOQ National
Archives. Lee's date of rank was August 3, oj, the same as
Hampton's. Stuart to Lee, September 4 and zO, 1863, Ople Papers.
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and become whidely known. He had criticized not only Fitz
(for ordering a charge of Hampton's troops at that battle) but
also Stuart (for seeming infringements on his divisional
commander's prerogative s). Hampton made numerous petty
? complaints including the charge that Stuart "always manages
to give them [Fitz's brigades] the lightest duty.’
Robert Lee was aware of the serious threatbhthatisuen feeling
posed for the cavalry's élgg—~ﬁampton even protested informally
to the Commanding General--and postponed choosing Stnertls
successor. That wise leader hoped time would ease friction

between Pitz and Hampton since the two remained outwardly
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on good terms. Accordingly, he ordered that they, along

"Rooney" Lee, would report directly to him.

Pitz. who was more accommodating and adaptable than Hampton
] & i s

1))

soon fulfilled his uncle's hopes that successful cooperation
in the cavalry could be achieved. With Hampton acting as
commander, the Confederates defeated Sheridan's cavalry at
Trevilians Station on June 11-12, 1864, Hampton reported

that "Major General Fitzhugh Lee co-cperated with me heartily

and rendered valuable assistance. itz's devotion for
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"The Cause'" was thus demonstrated in one of his finest hours.
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on was confirmed as chief of cavalry.
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In August 1864 Han
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is jealousy had been checked and fears that hls age (forty-

six) would handicap him proved gcroundiecE T N e W ILENSWe He
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actually well-matched to provide overall direction Bogrsthe

cavalry with Hampton's restraint finely balancing Lee's
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>ressiveness, Douglas Southall Freeman

maintains that "if Pitz hoped to outshine Hampton, he was too
P mp

d too honorable a patriot to withhold full
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support. While he served under Hampton, personality
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