a > :
: 2 T
PRERLEY N
. N : :
’
2 [}
: SaANEe N
Llig S
~
= A\ ¥
) N
i
e -
. h -
- .
«




i SekEIZLE0%
LA LA

HVi






















aif







Introduction

than the future of the nation's merchant rine,

to contempible rroportions,
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while during this period the Congwess of the United States
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gold in California added a new derand for ocean shipping, Theon
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ceme the news of the discovery of gold in Australia and again
the demand arose for rnore swift American ships. kany of the
Buropean nations were buying of our shipyards, The yards of
New England sent far inland for white oak and pine timbers,
The southern forests viere drawn upon, end even the gigantie
pines of the Tufet Sound rezion were cut down to make masts for
Yankee shins.

iven as recently as twenty-five years 230, viewed
from the harbor, the water front of a great port like Boston,
showed a towering forest of tail and slender masts, reaching
high above the roofs of the vamter side buildings, On the bow
of the ship, nestled in confident rride, could be seen the
figurehead, which was supposed to guide the ship in twaultous
seas, But today the tall masts, the trim yards, shects of
canvas and quaint figureheads, are gone or going rapidly. The
docks once so populous, seem deserted -~ not beoause meritime
trade has fallen off, but bLecause one steamship does the work
that once would have required twenty clipprexr ships. This
transformation from sail to steam has robbed the sea of much
of its picturesqueness, and seafaring life of much of its ad-
venture cuarn, so, of its rs., The greeter
size of vessels and their swifter trips under steam, heve aed

the effect of depopulating the ocean, even in establisired
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trade routes, In tue days of old, the neeting of two ships
at sea was thing long to be remembered, The faint speck
on the howxrizon would be hours in taking the form of a siip.
Often if possible they would come close cuouzia to eacis o ez~
chenge grecetings. Always there was a hail and interchange of
nanes and ports. 3But now timss and conditions nave caanged,
The courtesiocs of the seas have gone with its picturequeness,
Our great ocean greyhounds, rushiag through the deep, give each
otner as little attention as two railway trains rassing oa «
double traced line, tiue incident taking a few minutes whaere
once it would bave bveen tter of hours,

in 18061, the calanity of the Civil Var fell upon the
nation, The scctional antagonisus wiich culminuted in it nad
long controlled the action of Congress, and shipbullding and
the merchant merine wnich was almost wholly NRew Fngland and
lle'w York caterprises was deprived of ail governmental protec-
tion, e no lonzer possessed any transatlentic liners, and tke
nwaver of ships built for foreiga trade ued in 186U, sunk to

jaen tihe var canme,

itws meilace hasteilod tie wrocess of distruction a.ready for
advaenced., It was sJ0on realized tuat the Coafederacy, veing
wholly witaout a navy, couid only rrosecute a viax upoa itne s€a
by neaas of privateers aand commerce destroyers. Practicu.ily

all of our merchent fleet was of northernm owmership and wvas
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hat the total tonnage wes that eventually came from
these war time yards, is impossible for me to say. But we know
that in eddition to ships building in the United States,con-
tracts were given for 40,000 tans in China and for tuirty vee-
sels aggregating 246,763 tons in Japan. Moreover, in 1918,
the President took over 700,000 approximately tons of Dutch
shipping, then lying idle in Americen waters. When the Armis-
tice wvas signed in Hovember of 1918, the sea~going tomnage of
the United States numbered about 1,500 ship, ranging from the
humble, little tramm of 1,500 tons to the magnificent Zerman
built Leviathan, of 54, tons, now being overhaunled and re-
modelled at Hewport Hews, Va. In all, including shipping of
every description, the 8hipping Board controliled et this time

not less than - , U00 dead weight tons of high cless deep-

sea ships. Chairman o 0f the Shipring Boasrd, said that
1920, rec t 25,000,000
tons., But it beceme rent, shortly after the Amistice was

signed, that this estimate must be materially cut dowa, With
the end of the necessity for sending troops to Zurope came the
rrospect of the return of the soldiers already there, and the
conseuuent slackening of the need of ships for munitions and

supplies. Also peace brought the end of the submarine ctmpeign,
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and ships once in service nad only the ordinary dangers of the
deep to contend with.

Dovn to tois point in this thesis, we hive made a

hasty survey of the mercunant msrine from its very infancy, we

have followed its rise a i » and turouih the exxigencies
and necessities of "y We aave seen it rise apguin to neights
unthought 20, s 80 $500d, but, the momentous

question before the Americen reople is not whetuer they are to
be first uron the seg, 0, wve will say second upon the sea,
conceding first place to 3reat Britain, but whether they are go-
ing to build, man, and operate a rTurely Americin merchant marine,
which will be adequ:te to our needs in times of war as well as
peace, end capable of extending American trade and influence to
all quarters of tae obe, So fer as the building progran goes
there is every reason for confidence ii the accomplishiient of
this ideal. But we must not overloolt the fact that we will be
confronted on every side with the difficulty of oreriting them
at a profit in t. e rresence of foreign comretition in a worid
marzet. e ere fortunate in naving our coastwice trade and

lake shiyring »rotected, but the seven seas are oren to &ll,
rezardless of creed, color or nationelity, and tile erican

ship trading to \» Natal, Larsei or other trading

OQur An.erican shir will, to begin witii, have cost nuch
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more to build. As matters now stand, tine shirs built in our ysrds,
under rressure of war, cost on the averaze of from 8200 to %246
per ton, as against %3 a ton in Ingiisi yards, Remember, noy,
thet vhen I speak of American nmercusnt marine I pean one bduilit

in Americén yards as well &8 One nned by Americin seilors., With
tiue excertior of Great Britain, snd Jernany winica is tepyrorarily

out of tie race, no nation huas ever insisted upron bota of tjese

gualities in the shirs under its istery., It is said that many
of the best shirs of Norway and J » Only heing two of our com-
retitors, were on the or » twvo of the woxld's

cheapest shi: rds, Oaly the Uiited States fares the problem of
maintsinins rds,
and manized by the most highly psid seamen, i%7e must not forgzet
that the present cost of suips is based any largely unon the ex-
travagant methods of construction compelled by vier time necessity.
This fact applies to In lish built ships as well as those of
Americun construction, but to earee,

In times of reace, the sure rior efficiency of American
labor goes fer to make up tine difference in the wvmge scele be-
tween the United States and . I doubt if tue weages of
Engiish workers wiil ever £, 11 to ti:e standard maintained before
tue war, ang I think it entirely probvable, tlet in tue future,

tihe initial cost of uvessels from 3ritish and Américan yards will

be more nearly eyua.,
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ATL8AG 10 0avillg a ial'ges e equippred merc.ant marine, 1







-
(9]






¢iscussed 8o auchh now, we recuce the cost of operating an
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focd needed for home consumption. Beyone yuesltion toe €floz-
mous vredominence of Great 3ritain on tne veis il due &F nuch
to the fiscal policy of thne nation as to aleclixic acts Ior

tie encouragement of trade. It is the groatest exporting
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has been trying to solve. The plan most commonly cdvocated
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to be paid to vessels enzegzged in furthering the
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