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in Hydra Viridis
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Analysis of Symbiosis in Hydra Viridis

¥ritten in partial fulfillment of requirements of

% i .

D. L. Hopkins,

The green bodics found in Hydra viridis and other
animels have long been a puzzling protlem to biolegists.
The study of the phenomenocn dates back as far as 18L0. This
history of the problem and its progress toward definite con-
clusions is of much interest. ». D, Whitney has given us a
detailed sketcn from its peginning up to his own work in the
introduction to szis paper entitled, "Artificial Removal of

Bodies of Hydre Viricis." ('C?) It will then be
unmnecessary, in this paper, to give a detailed discussion of
this history. It will suffice only to mention some of its
more salient features,

Before 1830 there wis a great variety of opinions
as to the nature and the relation between tne animal and green
odies. Some considered them to Le a part of the animal or-

nism. With this inference in mind, they co:iicluded that the

green bodies must be chloroplasts of the same nature as those
found in green plant ti s. Others-more observant-con-
sidered them to be separate organi , and most likely some
form of alga. This inference was followed up by two opinions
as to the relation of the animal to the alga. One group con-

sidered that the alga was parasytic upon the animal, while the
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