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1) Have any data been collected for this study already?
Mo, no data have been collected for this study yat.

2) What's the main question being asked or hypothesis being tested in this study?

Do more emetionally intense conversation starters make people interact with fewer partners? We will answer this question by bringing ancnymous parficipants inte an online chat
platform in groups of 10. Participants will be given a set of conversation starters they will use to guide their conversations. They will be free to initiate one-on-one conversations with the
9 other participants and can choose how many peopla they want 1o 1alk to over the course of the session. They can maintain multiple conversation threads at once.

3) Describe the key dependent variable(s) specifying how they will be measured.

We will add up how many words each person sent to every other person in a 10-person chatroom. We will use these counts as the edges in a social network graph created for each
participant session (ns=10). We will compute the following social network metrics using igraph:

Al the session leval: Natwork density will be ealeulated by dividing the actual number of cannactions by the tolal ameunt.

Al the individual level: Weighted indegras and outdagres centrality scoras will ba caloulated for each participant.

We will also include 8 medified version of the social connectedness scale (Lee & Robbins, 1995) as a subjective measure of connection.

4) How many and which conditions will participanis be assigned to?
Participants will ba assigned to two conditions: small-talk and maaningful talk. Assignmant will heppen at tha exparimental sazsion lavel (with 10 participants in each session group).
Condition assignment will determing which set of conversation starters thay use,

5) Specify exactly which analyses you will conduct to examine the main question/hypothesis.

We will use the Im() function in R to regress network density on experimental condition (coded as - 5=small talk, .5 = meaningful talk). We will use the Imer{} function to regress a)
indagres centrality, b) ouldagres centrality, and c) self-reported social connectedress on exparimental condition and will include & random intercept far session (sinca participants in a
sassion are nat indapendent from each other). We will examina tha model residuals to check that model assumptions are met, and if we have nonnarmality, nanlinearity, ar
heteroscedasticity, we will transform variables as necessary or use gimiy'gimer{}.

We will use Linguistic Inguiry Word Count 2015 (LIWC, Pannebaker et al, 2015) 1o determine if the emotional intansity of convarsations actually differad per group.

Secondary regressions using our IV and DVs of interest will coniral for the propartion of female and white participants within each chatreom (for the group-level madel predicting
netwark density) and, in addition, we will contrel for participant gender identity in the individual-level models. We will conduct exploratory analyses using the following variables:
Positive affect (Diener et al_)

Enticing primal world balief (Clifton at al., 2018)

Psychologicsl richness (Oishi et al. 2019)

SWLS (Diener et al.. 1985)

6) Describe exactly how outliers will be defined and handled, and your precise rule(s) for excluding observations.
We will axclude any participants undar the age of 18. Groups thet have less than 10 perticipants will be excluded from the analysas. Pedicipants that feilad the attention check within
qualirics or failed to follow directions (e.g., did not actually use the conversation starters in their chats) will also be excluded from analyses.

T) How many observations will be collected or what will determine sample size?
No need to justify decision, but be precise about exactly how the number will be determined.
We expect to recruit 300 participants from the psychology department's participant pool.

8) Anything else you would like to pre-register?
| e

(e.g., ¥ yses, variables collected for loratory purp unusual by planned?)
MNothing elsa.
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